Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Rl> 105 





30M77670Z 



Rl> 105 




r 




30M77670Z 



ncrrfalk ^rcl)ct^0lojgg : 



OR 



MISCELLANEOUS TRACTS 



RKLATZKG TO THS 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE COUNTY OF NORFOLK, 



rUBLISBBD BT THS 



NOBFOLK AND NORWICH 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 



Netcio qoA natale lolain duleedine captoi 
Dneit, et immemorM non linit este toi. 



Vol. IV. 



jaortoicf) : 

CHARLES MUSKETT, OLD HAYMARKET. 

1855. 



OXFORD 

1 2 NOV 1949 



CONTENTS OF VOL. IV. 



Pag9 
▲ecoant of a MS. Genealogy of the Faston Family in the poasession of 

Hia Grace the Duke of Newcastle. — F. Worship, Esq, ... 1 
Notice of the Common Seal of the White Frian of Lynn.— iZsv. C, R, 

Mannituf 66 

Cka\leB,inng.—n, Harrod, Eiq, . .59 

Impression of the C!oanter-Seal of Boger Bigod, fourth Earl of Norfolk, 

Marshal of England. — Bev, C, R, Manning . , . . . 92 
On two ancient Charters in the possession of the Corporation of King's 

Lynn. — C, W, Ooodwin, Etq . 93 

On an ancient Enamelled Candlestick. — Rev, C. R, Manning • .118 
The Easter Sepulchre at Northwold.—Atfv. G. H. M'Qiil , . .120 
State Papers relating to the custody of the Princess Elizabeth at Wood- 

stoclc, in 1664 ; being Letters between Queen Mary and her Privy 

Coandl, and Sir Henry Bedingfield, Ejiight, of Ozbargh, Norfolk. — 

Rev. C, R, Manning 183 

Index to the above State Papers ........ 227 

Antiquities found at Caister near Norwich. — R, Fiieh, Esq, . . 232 

Notice of a brass Seal in the possession of George Jones, Esq., Marsham. 

^H. Harrod, Esq. 237 

Notes on the Becords of the Corporation of Great Yarmouth. — 

H, Harrod, Esq ' ... 289 

Original Letters of Sir Edward Coke and Edward Lord Cromwell. — 

G. A, Carthewt Esq., F.8.A 267 

OxhmgtLBB)l.^Rev.G.H,M*Oia 271 

On the Bight of Wardship, and the Ceremony of Homage and Fealty 

in the Feudal Times.— O. A, Cartkem, Esq,, F.8.A. .... S286 
Index to the Harleian MS., Cod. 1109. Norlolk Families entitled to 

bear Arni8.-'(C<mt»iui«fyrom Vol. UL« p. 61) 292 

Remarks on some Churches in the neighbourhood of North Walsham, 

Visited by the Society, July 19 and 20, 1864.— JZm. C, R, Manning 296 
A brief Sketch of the Antiquities of the Valleys of the Waveney and 

Yaie.—'GreviUe J, ChesUr, Esq. 810 

Extracts from Early Wills in the Norwich Registries. — B, Harrod, Esq,, 

V.8.A. 317 

Appendix.— Extracts from the Proceedings of the Committee .841 



ILLUSTRATIONS. 



Pag9 

Coat, Crest, and Supporters of Robert Fasten, Viscount Yarmouth • 1 

Seal of the Carmelites of Lynn 66 

Sealof Roger Bigod,. fourth Earl of Norfolk 66 

Seal of Robert de Montalt of Rising 66 

Castle Rising Castle- 
General Plan 69 

I 

Gate House and Bridge 70 

Hedingham Castle, 1692 71 | 

Grand Entrance to Great Tower 72 i 

Plan of Chapel 77 • 

Great Tower, from view by Millicent ..... 79 ' 

Plan of Ground Floor of Great Tower 79 

Plan of Upper Floor of the same .81 

Candlestick of Limoges Enamel, eirca 1200 118 I 

Easter Sepulchre, Northwold Church 120 

Caister Antiquities (two plates) 232 

Seal found at Marsham 237 

Yarmouth Merchants' Marks 268 

Yarmouth Trolly Cart 262 

Oxburgh Hall, exterior view 271 

King's Room, interior view 279 

Baptistery at Trunch Church 297 

Porch-buttress, Chancel of Trunch Church 299 

Sound-holes, Tower of Worstead Church 802 

Iron- work on South door, Tunstead Church 808 

Iron- work on South door, Irstead Church 804 

East Window of Aisles, North Walsham Church .... 806 
Miscellaneous Plate.— (1, 2) Gold Coins of the Iceni: (3) Roman T7m 
found at Horsey : (i) Coat of Arms on Ring found at Sprowston : 

(6) Bronze Saxon Fibula found at Threxton : (6) Nutmeg-grater, 1666 364 

Coins of the Iceni, found at Weston 868 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH 

arcljaeological ^ociet^* 



Ration: 
THE LOKD BISHOP OF NORWICH. 



y rtalAnii : 
SIR WILLOUQHBY JONES, BART. 



TBB BiOHT HOHOUaiBLE THB EaBL OF BOBBBGRT. 

Thi Kiqht Honodbablb tas LOBD SotfDU. 

Tbb Bight Honodbable the Lobd Wauinohah. 

Thb BiOHt Honourable akd Bbvbgbhd tbb Lobd Strmisa. 

Thb Honoubablb ahd Vbby Bivbbekd thb Dban op Nobwich. 

Sib W. J. H. B. Pmlem, B*ar., F.B.8., F.S.A. 

8m TB0MA8 B. Bbbtob, Babt. 

Bib Iobn P. Boilbav, Babt., F.B.S., F.S.A. 

Libctbhaht-Qbubbai. Sib Bobbxt John Habtbt, C.B., F.S.A. 

The Tekbbablb the Abchdbaoon or Nobwich. 

The Vembbaelb thb Abchdbacon of Nobfolk. 

Hdsboh Ocbhbt, £sa., F.B.5.. T. F.S.A. 

Daniel Oitb.vbt, Ebq., F.S.A. 

Dawsok Tubsbb, Esq., F.B.S., F.S.A. 



treasurer : 

Captain Blakiston, R.N., Thorpe Hall. 



Bey. Jambs Bulwes Honworth Rectory, Holt 

Ret. F. Cubitt Fritton Rectory, Lowestoft 

Ret. O. H. Dajbhwood, F.S.A. . Stow Bardolph Rectory, Downham 

Rey. Wm. O&igson Whinburgh Rectory, Dereham 

Wm. C. Ewino, Bsq. Norwich 

W. M. Fbllowb, Esq Ormesby, Great Tarmouth 

Robert Fitch, Esq., F.G.S Norwich 

Rey. John Qunn Irstead Rectory, Coltishall 

R. Blake Huvfbbt, Esq Wroxham House 

GoDDABD Johnson, Esq Norwich 

Ret. 8. W. Kino .... .... Saxlingham 

Rey. Jambs Lee Warner Walsingham 

E. H. Saint Quintin, Esq Thorpe Hamlet 

C. J, Palmer, Esq., F.S.A Great Yarmouth 

Rey. J. J. Smith Loddon 

RiOHABO Ward, Esq SaUiouse Hall 

Francis Worship, Esq Great Yarmouth 

Rey. E. T. Yates Aylsham Vicarage 



1|onorarp Secretaries: 

Hbnrt Harrod, Esq., F.S.A., Norwich. 
Rey. C. R. Manning, Framingham Earl. 



Xocal Secretaries : 

Thomas Barton, Esq Threxton, Watton 

L. S. BiDWELL, Esq., F.S.A Thetford 

George A. Cartuew, Esq., F.S.A East Dereham 

Jambs Cofeman, Esq Loddon 

Rey. AtJOUSTUS Hemswortk Great Ryburgh Rectory 

Rey. a. M. Hopper Starston Rectory, Harleston 

Rey. E. J. HowMAN Bexwell Rectory, Downham 

Rey. Thomas Jones Sporle 

C. J. Palmer, Esq., F.S.A Great Yarmouth 

S. Wilton Rix, Esq Beccles 

Alan H. Swatman, Esq King's Lynn 



REGULATIONS. 



1. That the Society shall be called, "The Norfolk and NoawiOH 
Arcslsological Socebtt." 

2. That the object of the Society shall be to collect the best information 
on the Arts and Monuments of the County, including FrimeTal Antiquities; 
Numismatics; Architecture, CiTil and Ecclesiastical; Sculpture; Fainting on 
Walls, Wood, or Qlass; Civil History, and Antiquities; comprising Manors, 
Manoxial Bights, Priirileges and Customs ; Descent ; Genealogy ; Ecclesiastical 
History or Endowments, and Charitable Foimdations; Records, &c., and all 
other matters usually comprised under the head of Archsology. 

3. That all information thus received shall be entered in books kept for the 
purpose, which shall be open to the inspection of the Members of the Society, 
and be kept in the custody of the Secretaries. 

4. That the Society shall consist of a Fresident, Yice-Fresidents, Treasurer, 
Secretaries, and a Committee of eighteen. 

5. That all such Antiquities as shall be given to the Society, shall be pre- 
sented to the Norwich Museum. 

6. That six of the Committee shall go out annually in rotation, but with the 
power of being re-elected ; and also that the Committee shall supply any vacancy 
that may occur in their number during the year. 

7. That the Fresident, Yice-Fresidents, and Treasurer and Secretaries, be 
elected at the Annual General Meeting for one year, with power of being re- 
elected, and shall be ex-offido members of the Committee. 

8. That any person desirous to become a Member of this Society, shall be 
proposed by at least two of its Members, at either a (General or Committee 
Meeting. 

9. That every Member shall pay the Annual Subscription of Seven Shillings 
and Sixpence, to be due in advance on the first of January. 

10. That distinguished Antiquaries, not connected with the County, may be 
elected as Honorary Members, at any of the General or Committee Meetings of 
the Society, on being proposed by two of the Members. 



Vlll 

11. That Four General Meetings shall be held in the year, at such times 
and places as shall be from time to time determined by the Committee. 

12. That such short papers shall be read at the meetings as the Committee 
shall preyiously approre of, and that the meetings shall conclude with the 
exhibition of, and discussion on, such subjects of interest or curiosity as 
Members may produce. 

13. That the Committee may, on such occasions as they shall think necessary, 
caU Special Meetings by adyertisement. 

14. That the Accounts shall be audited by two of the Committee, and a 
statement of the afiairs of the Society shall be giyen at the first General Meeting 
in the year. 

15. That the Committee shall meet the last Thursday in every month, at 
Twelve o'clock, to receive such information, and make such arrangements as 
may be necessary, preparatory to the General Meetings. That three shall be 
a quorum, and that the Chairman shall have the casting vote. 

16. That a short Annual Report of the proceedings of the Society shall be 
laid before the General Meeting, and that a List of Members shall be printed 
from time to time. 

17. That all papers deposited in the archives of this Society shall be con- 
sidered the property of the Society ; but that it shall be optional ¥rith the Com- 
mittee to receive communications from Members, who are writing with other 
objects in view, and to return the same, after perusal, to the author. 

18. That the Committee shall have the power of making Bye Laws, which 
shall remain in force till tiie next General Meeting. 

19. That the Committee shall have the power of publishing such papers and 
engravings, at the Society's expense, as may be deemed worthy of being printed ; 
that each Subscriber shall be entitled to a copy of such publication, either gratis 
or at such price as the funds of the Society will admit, from the time of his ad- 
mission ; and to such Airther copies, and previous publications (if any there be in 
hand), at a price to be fixed by the Committee *, that the author of such published 
papers shall be entitied to fifteen copies, gratis ; and that the Conmiittee shall 
have the power to make such arrangements for reprinting any of the parts of the 
Society's Papers, when out of print, as they may deem most conducive to the 
interests of the Society. 

20. That the Society in its pursuits shall be confined to the County of Norfolk. 



iPafton. ^^omerVon. 7H« rij!,rfluv, ioGvr\yrifl^v 

2p«eh€ /"Walcot. SWkttlTam. UVeyuir. 

iLitecU^. oRerrvtr-. '^HeiWcrCei. IZ^Maoitty. 

THt CQAT CRKIT * aUPPORTKRS / 1tob.FtPaa4.it. 



ACCOUNT OP A 

MS. GENEAIOGY OF THE PASTON FAMILY, 

IN THB 

^oAistMton of T^isi (Sract tit Bniit of i^tlocafttlc. 
BY FRANCIS WORSHIP, ESQ. 



At a recent yisit to Clumber, the scat of the Duke of 
Newcastle, his Grace put into my hand a manuscript volume 
relating to one of our oldest county families, and permitted 
me to give to our Society a description of it. 

The volume in question is of the largest folio, of vellum, 
and in the best condition. It was compiled in the year 1674 
for Robert Fasten, the first Viscount, and subsequently Earl 
of, Yarmouth ; and the compiler was Francis Sandford, the 
author of the laborious and accurate QenecUogical History of 
England. The object of Sandford was evidently the deduc- 
tion of the Fasten pedigree from the English patriarch of the 
family to Robert Lord Yarmouth, his employer. Sandford 
does not, however, stop short in this his definite object, but 
occasionally turns aside to the descents of those families into 
which the Fastens have married, and to the houses which 
branch from them. In illustration of the Fasten family, and 
of their connections and descents, the volume is illustrated 
by 260 Coats of Arms, most exquisitely blazoned. Oxnead, 
the Norfolk seat of Lord Yarmouth, was in 1674 in its ftdl 
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glory : its treasures were then entii'e^ its archives i re un- 
tonched^ and Sandford had full use of all its title-deec MSS. 
and " Faston Correspondence." The book bears thrc hout 
the same evidences of study and research which distinguish 
the Genealogical History of England. Among these evid'^nces 
are copies of thirty-two Latin Deeds, Charters, and Inqui- 
sitions, besides many in our own tongue. Honesty and tri^th 
appear to be the only objects of the laborious compiler. Of 
the seventy-nine pages of the volume, sixty-two are evideut^y 
simultaneous, and complete the genealogy of the Fastens > 
the time of the compilation. There are seventeen pages ir 
different hand, and of a shortly subsequent date, which su) 
ply additional matter, and carry on the family history a little, 
and a very little, farther. These additions are so slight, and 
at the same time are so evident, that I find no need to notice 
them. I shall deal with the volume as a whole, and shall 
not trouble the reader (who will remember that the first and 
main portion of the book was written in 1674) with any va- 
rieties of type, to show where Sandford ends, and where his 
continuator begins. 

But, before I enter upon an account of this splendid vol- 
ume, I think it right to say that I shall confine myself strictly 
to its contents. I do not feel myself called upon to enter 
upon any other matter than that which lies before me. It 
will be nothing to me that a variation shoidd be found be- 
tween the Fedigree embodied in Blomefield's History, and 
the Fedigree in the direct line firom father to son which was 
compiled by Sandford. I shall not turn aside to discuss, or 
attempt to rectify, any discrepancies. I shall deal with the 
book as I find it ; and in so doing, I persuade myself that I 
shall be acting justly towards the Duke of Newcastle, who 
permitted me to make the volume known, as well as to our 
Norfolk readers, who will feel ever thankful for his Grace's 
kindness in opening a fresh, and hitherto a private, source of 
information respecting one of our historical families. 
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The title is as follows^ viz. : 

" The I Genealogie | of | The Right Honorable S^ Robert 
I Faston^ of Faston in the Comity | of Norfolk, Knight and 
Baronet, | Lord Faston of Faston, and | Viscount Yarmouth. 
I Together with the Descents of those Familyes, | into which 
the Fastens have married, and of | many illustrious Houses 
which branch | themselves from this Noble and Antient | 
Family. | Collected out of severall Fedegrces and Evidences 
I of this Family, the publick Records of the | Kingdome, 
the Registers of the CoUedge of | Armes, and other Monu- 
ments of Antiquity. | Anno Domini | 1674 j By Francis 
Sandford, R. D." • 

The title-page is richly decorated with griffins, ostriches, 
and scroll-work. At the top is the Faston shield, surmounted 
by a Viscount's coronet, and supported by two recumbent 
winged figures. At the bottom are the arms of Faston im- 
paling Clayton, the shield being surmounted by a Viscount's 
coronet, and supported by two bears chained and collared. 

The two next pages display the Fedigree, and contain these 
words within an ornamented border, namely : 

''A I Genealogical Table of the | Family of Faston, | di- 
recting the Reader to the severall | Fages wherein the persons 
here | mentioned are more pticularly | treated of." I subjoin 
an exact copy of this Fedigree, even to the pages referred to. 

The first page of the general matter of the volume, that 
page which begins the evidences and illustrations in support 
of the Fedigree, displays the coat of the first Wulstan de 
Faston, of Wulstan his son, and of Ralphe the son of the 
last-named Wulstan, opposite their several names. I shall 

* Francis Sandford was created Rouge Dragon PunaiTant at Arma, 16th 
June, 1661, and Lancaster Herald, 16th Noyember, 1675. He surrendered 
office 10th April, 1689, and died 17th January, 1694. 
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copy the contents of the first page that it may be seen in what 
way Sandford treats his subject. 

Opposite the coat of the first Wulstan de Paston it is 
written : 

"This Wulstan Paston came out of France to his cosin 
William Earle Glanvile three yeare after the Conquest, and 
was buried at Baketon, where first the said Earle founded the 
Abby of Bromholme, and from thence they both were trans- 
lated to Bromholme Abby founded after by the said Earle, as 
it doth appeare by an old booke remaining in the custody of 
Edward Paston, Esq'., which booke is supposed to appertein 
to William Botyner ats Worcester, Herald of Armes, and 
Executor to S' John Fastolf, Kn*., in the which there is 
written the Pedigrees of most of the Norflfolke Gent° of that 
age, and, among others, there is written of the Pastons, as 
foUoweth : 

"Obitus Willimi Paston filii Clement Paston xiiij® die 
Augusti anno Dni. 1444** anno rni IR* Henr' sexti xxij** litera 
dominical. D. Sed memorand. quod dies annivsarii sui tene- 
tur semper xiij** die quia xiiij dies est vigil assumpcon beate 
Marie, et iste Wittus fuit etat. Ixvj annor, & natus fuit apud 
Paston, moritur. London, sepult. apud Norwic, & memorand. 
quod omnes antecessor sui (except Wulstano qui venit in An- 
gliam ad Wittum Comitem Glanvile tertio anno post conquestu) 
sepulti sunt apud Paston in Choro ecctie & porterio, & ipse 
Wulstanus sepultus fuit apud Baketon prope dictum Witlum 
Glanvile, ubi Abbathia de Bromholme prima fundata est." 

Opposite the coat of the second Wulstan it is thus written : 
" This Wulstan the second is menconed and set down in 
Foure very old Pedigrees of the Pastons which were de- 
livered by Clement Paston, Esq., unto his nephew Edward 
Paston." 
" That Wulstan de Paston^ first of the name, did beare this 



ooate* appeareth by a very old Pedigree, & by two old breefs 
of the evidences showed before King Edw. the fourth." 

Opposite the shield or coat, for I shall use the words in- 
dififerently, of Ralphe de Paston, the son of the second 
Wulstan, it is thus written : 

''This Balph of Paston is menconed in the Foure old 
Pedigrees above named, and in the Deeds following of Rich- 
ard his sonn, who calleth himself Richard the sonn of Ralph 
of Paston." 

The next in descent (page 2) is Richard, the son of 
Salph de Paston ; and over his coat is a label, stating that 
he lived in the reign of King Henry II. Opposite the coat 
of this Richard de Paston is written as follows : 

'' This Richard of Paston, by his Deed sealed with the 
Flower de lice, granted lands in Paston to be held freely of 
him and of his heirs. He did also by deed give certein rents 
unto the Abby of Bromholme ; which deed is sealed with a 
Flower de lice, and his grant confirmed by a Charter from 
King Heni^ the second, as it doth appeare in an old legier 
booke ptaining to the said Abby." Then follow copies, in 
Latin, of the deeds referred to. By the first,t Richard the 
son of Ralph de Paston grants to Ganfridus the son of Roger 
Chweyt, and his heirs, six pieces (pecias) of land, whereof 
five were commonly called Lislonde, and the sixth was part 
of the grantor's patrimony in Fasten field; the whole together 
amounting to three acres and ten rods. Land at Wrangland, 
Dubelhorns-hill, and Verc, and the lands of Uls, of John the 

* The coat is, Or, alx fleun-de-lU azure, 3, 2, 1. This ooat is continaed 
until the time of Richard de Poston, the third in descent from the first 
Wttlstan, when it is blazoned argent, six fleuts-de^lis azure, 8, 2, 1. 

t The Deed is stated to be sealed with the grantor's own seal. It is 
without date. The witnesses are Lawrence de Heppes, Nicholas and John 
hi« brothexB, William de Bradfelde, and many others. 



son of Bichard^ and of Alan the son of Hugh^ are given as 
boundaries. The rent is 8c?., payable quarterly. By the 
second Deed,* Bichard the son of Balph de Paston gives, 
grants, and confirms to God and to the Church of St. Andrew 
of Bromholme, and the Monks there, certain rents amounting 
to twelve pence yearly, for the health of his own soul, and 
for the soul of his father Bichard, and of Nicholas his bro- 
ther, and for the souls of his predecessors and successors. 
Then follows the copy of the above-mentioned Charter of 
King Henry II. (who styles himself, inter alia. Lord of Ire- 
land, Duke of Aquitaine, and Earl of Anjou), whereby he 
confirms certain donations and grants to God and the Church 
of St. Andrew of Bromholme, and the Prior and Monks 
there, and, among others, the before-mentioned grant of I2d. 
by Bichard the son of Balph de Paston. f 

Sandford adds to this copy, that it was '* taken out of the 
leger booke of the Abby of Bromholme ; " and he goes on to 
say, " Of this Richard of Pasion is menconed in every one 
of the foure old Pedigrees above-named that he had two 
sonns, Bobert, his eldest, and John, his second ; the which 
John had issue Bichard, and the said Bichard had issue John; 
and there is made mencon of divers bondmen which they 
did grant and sell by these words.'' And then follows a 
Latin quotation, or extract, showing that this John the son of 
Bichard de Paston had bondmen (natives) in Paston in the 
time of Henry II. ; and that this Bichard the son of John 

* The Deed is without date. It is stated to be sealed with the grantor's 
own seal, and the witnesses are Sir Walter de Glanvile, Gerard de Nerford, 
William the Constable, and many others. 

t The witnesses to the Charter are P. Bishop of Winchester, William 
Earl Warren, Roger de Bigod Earl of Norfolk, Philip de Albini, Hugh* 
Bespensar, Qodftej de Crawcumb, John son of Philip, Thomas de Hemin- 
grave, Bartholomew Peche, and others : and the Charter was given under 
the hand of the venerable Father R. Bishop of Exeter, the King's Chan- 
cellor, at Bromholme, the Idth day of February, in the ISth year oi the 
King's reign. 



de Faston granted Herben Yell^* his bondman (nativum 
sanm,) to Richard de Ludham. 

SoBBRT OF Faston^ the son of the last-named Richard of 
Faston, comes next (page 3) and it is stated in the label over 
his shield that he ^'dyed the third of the Kal: of Aprill, 
1252, a** 87 Hen. 3." Opposite the shield, Sandford says, 
** Of this Bobert of Fasten is written in the old Fedigrees 
above menconed as foUoweth : 

" Iste Robefius obiit tertio calend Aprilis anno 1252, anno 
Henr' tertii 35^ Iste JRo^tus pquesivit terr. de Domino 
Hamelino Com WarreS filii Galfridi Flantaginet Begis Je- 
rosalem, Comit Andegamo, ex Matilda Impatricis fil. K' 
Henr^ filii Conquestor & fatr R" Henx^ sedi, qui quidem 
Hamelinus fait creatus Comes anno Dni. 1169, & obiit 
1200." 

" This coate without the cheefe, is to be seen in a stone 
that was taken from Justice Faston's tombe, & remaineth 
at this day at Oxnethall." f 

Then follows (page 4) Edmund de Fastok, the son of 
the last-named Robert de Paston, and opposite his shield 
(Faston impaling Glanvile) i is written as follows : 

'^The evidence following is taken out of the old booke 
menconed at the begining of this Fedigree, written by Wm. 
Botyner ats Worcester, first herald to S' John Fastolfe, who 
was Kn^ of the Garter, Baron of Sinegnile in France, & 
Lord Steward to the Duke of Bedford." Next comes a list 
of the Faston relatives of W. Glanvile, " in evidenc apud 
Norw." ''This Edmund, the son of Bobert of Faston, 

• This name is printed as it appears in the MS. 

t The coat is similar to that mentioned in a previous note, via. Argent, six 
flevs-de-lis axore, 3, 2, 1. 
X The coat of Glanvile is, Azure, a chief indented or. 
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married the daughter of Glanvile^ as it doth appear in one of 
the old Pedigrees above menconed." Then follows the copy 
of a Latin deed^ whereby Edmund the son of Robert de 
Faston gives and grants to Clement, his son and heir, one 
acre of land with the appurtenances called Kylestofe, lying 
in the village of Faston, which his father bought of Hamelin 
Earl Warren.* The account of this Edmund de Faston 
ends with these words: "This matche of Faston and Glan- 
vile is to be seene in the hall, in the glasse windowes, at 
Faston." 

Clement Faston, the eldest son of the last-named Edmund 
de Pastan, comes next (page 5.) Opposite his shield Sand- 
ford says : 

*' To this Clement, the Bishopp of Norwich granted a li- 
cence to have a Chappell in his house to heare divine service. 
He had many bondmen, as it doth appeare by divers antient 
deeds, among which there are some that specified that he was 
Lord of the Fee in Faston. He purchased divers lands of 
the Abbott of S*. Bonnets, which Sir William Faston, that 
now is, possesseth at this day. He lived to great age, & 
dyed in the fourth yeare of Edward the Second." 

" This grant following remaineth at Faston under the 
Bishopp's scale;" and then follows the copy of a licence, 
in Latin, from John Bishop of Norwich, to his beloved in 
Christ, Clement, the son of Edmund de Faston, to erect, on 
the ground of health and the weight of age, a chapel (ora- 
torium) at Faston, at his place of abode, for the term of life. 
The grant is dated at Thomage, on the 6th ides of January, 
1301, and in the Srd year of the Bishop's consecration. 

Then comes the copy of a Latin deed, to prove that this 

* The Deed is without date. The witnesses are Sir Thomas de Tindham, 
Sir John de HaTersham, Sir William de Hastinge, William de Collingham, 
and others. 



Clement Faston was Lord of the Fee of Faston;* and next 
comes an extract^ " ex libro ptinenti Monastario S^^ Benedict! 
de Holmo^ fol. 133^" and Sandford adds, ^^ the lands here- 
under mentioned^ S' Wm. Faston that now is possesseth at 
this day." The extract sets forth a deed, whereby Clement, 
the son of Edmund de Faston, granted the sum of 5«. Td. 
yearly to the Abbot and Convent of St. Bennet in the 
Holme, payable out of lands at Faston and Knapton.f 

'* Wifius filius Simon Feche relaxavit Domo Willimo de 
Reppes maneriu suu de Baketon anno Edwardi filii Henr. 
xxviij**. Teste Rogero Groos, Clemente Faston. 

" Of this Clement, the sonn of Edmond of Faston, is 
written in the old Fedigrees as foUoweth : 

" Iste Clemens pquesivit diversas terr^ de Simon Feche 
Milit. & de Willimo filio Dno de BoviUa, & de Galirido 
Flayes, & de Rogero Flayes, & de Rogero Huntingfeld milit. 
& de pluribus aliis p cartas diversas sine dat plenius apparet: 
& spec quod est Dnus de feodo, & pquesivit unu molendinu 
aquaticu anno nono E. filii R' Hen : & huit licentia habend 
capellam, & oratoriu in domo suo. Iste huit plures natives 
de sanguine, quoru exit vivunt ad present. Iste condidit tes- 
tamt suu anno xxv^. Edw. primi. Iste fuit supstes tempore 
R" Heni? tertii, & obiit iiij**. Edw. secundi in magna senec- 
tute. Iste Clemens fuit impanellat inter Milir sup unam in- 
qoisicon) pro prior alient." 



* The Deed is without date. The witnesses are John de Kimburl, Edmund 
his brother, Lawrence de Hepps, William his brother, lliomas of St. Faith's 
(do St* Fide), John Yin, Thomas de Wilogge, William his son, Clement de 
Wakecum, Koger his son, John Blane de Tilney, John his son, Robert 
Tmaine, and others. John de Eimburl is mentioned in the deed as holding 
lands at Faston. 

t The witnesses are Sir Bartholomew de Antingham, Knight, Robert de 
Martham, &c. The deed is dated at Norwich, on the Monday next after the 
Feast of the Translation of our St. Thomas, in the 14th year of the reign of 
Edward the son of King Henry. 
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Next comes (page 6) the coat of Edmxtnd^ the son of the 
last-named Clement Pastan, and in the label above his coat it 
is stated that he died without issue^ and that he married Agnes, 
who was his widow, 8 Edward II. Opposite this coat is the 
copy of a Latin Deed, whereby Agnes, who was the wife of 
the late Edmund the son of Clement de Paston, in her proper 
widowhood, releases and quits claim for herself and her heirs 
to Richard Curteis, of North Walsham, and Robert his son, 
their heirs and assigns, all right and claim which she ever 
had, or could have, in half an acre and ten perches of land at 
North Walsham.* 

Then follows (page 7) the coat of Walter, the second son 
of the above-named Edmund de Paston, who was the son of 
Robert de Paston, impaling Peche. Sandford writes opposite 
this shield : 

'' This Walter, second sonn of Edmund of Paston, did first 
give in his coat the chiefe indented or, which the Pastons beare 
at this day as an omam^ unto the same, for that it is part of 
Glanvile's coat, whose daughter his father Edmund did marry, 
as it doth appear by one of the old Pedigrees before menconed, 
wherein is sett down the Armes that the Pastons did beare, 
from Wulstan the first until this Walter, and none of them 
did give this chiefe before him. It doth also appeare this to 
be true by a stone that at this day is to be seen at Oxned Hall, 
which was brought from Christ's Church in Norwich, and it 
stood over the Tombe where William Paston the Judge was 
buried, in which stone there is Paston's coat with the chiefe 
indented or, & Paston's coat as it was borne before this Wal- 
ter's time without the said chiefe." 

'* This Walter the sonn of Edmund of Paston married Cicile 



* The witnesses are Roger le Geldenge, Boger his son, WilUom Bru, Walter 
de Colcester, and others ; and the deed bears date the Sth year of the reign 
of King Bdward the son of Edward. 
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the daughter and heir of Symon Peche,* and by that marriage 
they had divers lands of inheritance^ and among others a 
water-mill in Baketon, as it doth appeare by the Fine here- 
under menconed^ leayyed between Clement the sonn of Ed- 
mund of Faston & Symon Peche and Julian his wife^ To the 
use of Walter Paston and Cicile his wife, daughter of the said 
Simon, and to the heirs of the said Cicile." And then follows 
a copy of the Fine in question, levied in Easter Term in the 
9th year of the reign of King Edward the son of King Henry. 

Next (page 8) comes Clement, the son of the last-named 
Walter de Paston, his shield impaling that of Le Leche ; f 
and over the shield it is written within a label that he died 
the 6th day of June, anno 35 Edward III., and that he mar- 
ried Cicily the daughter of William Le Leche. Opposite this 
shield Sandford thus writes : 

" To this Clement, the sonn of Walter of Paston, John 
Bishopp of Norwich granted licence to keepe a chappell in 
his house for him and his familie. This Clement purchased 
divers lands of John Earle of Warren, as it doth appear 
by the Deed of the said Earle hereunder written. Of this 

• Sandford sets forth the Pedigree of Peche as follows, viz. : 

Gilbert Peche, founder of Bamnell. 

Edmund Peche marr dau. of Sir Payn Peverell, Earl of Nottingham. 

Gilbert Peche married Johane, dau. of Edmond Grey. 



Gilbert Peche married Isolde, daughter of 

GUbert Peche, son and heir of Gilbert. 

Simon Peche married Julian, dau. of 

Walter, the second son oCzrCecily, the daughter and 
Edmond de Paston. heir of Simon de Peche. 

The coat of Peehe is under the name of the first Gilbert, yiz., Argent, a 
feaae between two chevrons, gules : at the top of the upper cheTron a lion 
rampant, or. The coat of Edmund Peche impales that of Peverell ; and the 
coat of the second Gilbert Peche impales that of Grey. 

t The coat of I^ Leehe is, Ermine, on a chief indented gules, 3 crowns or. 
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Clement there are divers deeds remaining yett at Paston to be 
seen, sealed with the selfe-same coat which the Fastens bear 
at this day. He married the daughter and heir of William 
Le Leche, by whom he had a mannor in Baketon called 
Leches^ which S' William Fasten that now is possesseth at 
this day. He had issue one sonn and two daughters^ and 
dyed the sixth of June in the xxv^** year of Edward the 
third." 

Then follows a copy of the Bishop's licence to Clement 
the son of Walter de Fasten.* 

Next is a copy of Earl Warren's Deed, whereby the said 
Earl, *' pro horn agio, & servitio sue, & pro Viginti libris ster- 
lingoru quas nobis dedit pre manib'," grants to the said Cle- 
ment Fasten one acre of land called Kylestofe lying in the 
village of Fasten, with one messuage thereon, and four acres 
of coppice Ijring in the field of the same village, and three 
acres of arable land lying in the field of Knapton, and nine 
acres and one rood of arable land lying in the field of Trunch, 
with one cottage thereon, f 

And then comes the copy of a Deed, J whereby Clement, 
the son of. Walter de Fasten, grants, fives, and confirms to 
William his son, his heirs and assigns, all his capital mes- 
suage in Fasten, and all his tenements in Fasten (excepta 
una camera cum uno solario in messuagio pd ex pte orieS 



* The licence is given at Heningham on the 5th calends of August, 1314, 
and in the 15th year of the Bishop's consecration. 

t The witnesses arc Sir Michael de Ponings, Thomas lus brother, John de 
Wisham, Knights; Kichard de Cherston, Robert de Keppes, John Pyks, 
Laurence de Reppes, John Spriggey, Nicholas de Paston, and others. The 
Deed is given at Sandale, the 24th day of August, in the fourth year of the 
reign of King Edward the son of King Edward. 

X The witnesses are Laurence Sprigge, John de Ketelston, William his 
son, Ralph Sprigge, and others. The Deed is given at Paston, on the Wed- 
nesday next after the feast of the Translation of St. Thomas the Martyr, 
and in the 23rd year of the reign of King Edward the Third after the Con- 
quest. The grantor states that he has put his own seal to the deed. 
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aule). And Clement Fasten^ by the same deed^ further 
grants^ gives, and confirms to his son William^ his heirs 
and assigns^ all his tenements in Baketon^ Edenthorpe, and 
Munsley^ and Knapton, with their appurtenances. Sandford 
adds, *^ The seal of this deed is six flower de lices with a 
chief indented oyer them, and over the said chief written 
Paston." 

Sandford farther adds, *' Of this Clement, the sonn of 
Walter of Fasten, is written in the old Fedigrees as fol- 
loweth : 

" Iste perquesivit cert* terr' de Johnne Warrena Com 
Stirr': iste finem levavit in Cur E*. Iste obiit xxj die Sep- 
tembr', anno Edri tertii xxiij^. & nupsit Cecilia filiam Willimi 
Lcche. Iste habuit natives de sanguine, & sigillayit sigUl. 
armoi^ flower de lice. Epus Norwicen concessit isto de- 
menti ad habend capellam sacerdotem idoneu ad celebr' ad 
divinu in doma sua in Fasten fil. & famil. sue. Iste in di- 
yersas cartas ponitur inter testes in principio ante alios ge- 
nerosos vet'imos. Testament, suu probatu fuit, & potuit 
despendere xx** libr^ p annu." 

Then (page 10) comes William, the son of the last-named 
Clement de Paston, and in the label oyer his coat it is written 
that ^' he dyed upon the 6th day of June, anno 35® Edw. 3. 

He married dau. of Stalham."* Opposite this coat 

is an extract of an Indenture, made between Clement de 
Paston of the one part, and William, the son of Clement de 
Paston, of the other part, whereby the said William grants 
and demises to the said Clement, for the term of his life, a 
water-mill with two pieces of land thereto pertaining, lying 
in the yiUage of Trunch and Baketon ; which pieces of land 

* Under the coat of this William Paston is shewn the coat of liis daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth, who married John Swanton ; and the coat of , their 

dflnghter and heir, who married Walsham. It is added that their 

daughter and heir, married to Lovell. 
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with the mill the said William had lately purchased of the 
said Clement.* Sandford adds^ ''The seal of this deed is six 
flower de lices with a chiefe indented, and Paston written 
over it." Sandford goes on to say : 

" Out of the old Pedigrees above menconed : Istc Wiltus 
obiit sexto die Junii an^ rni B' Edwardi tertii, post conquestui 
xxxY^, ut patet inferius. £t quidam Witius Alius Nichai de 
Antingham relaxit isti Wittimo jus suu) in quarts) ptem 
terrarJ et tenementor) redditu) & servit tarn liborl quam 
nativoS cum eor sequel, in Baketon & Paston." 

Clement Paston, the son of the last-named William 
Paston, comes next (page 10.) His coat (Paston quartering 
Peche and- Le Leche) impales that of Beatrix, daughter of 
John, and sister and heir of Geoffrey de Somerton, quarter- 
ing Walcot;t and in the label over the shield of this Clement 
Paston it is said that he was the son of William de Paston, 
and that he died upon St. Botolph's day, 1419. Sandford 
then says : 

** This Clement, sonn and heir of WiUiam Paston, married 
Beatrix Somerton, sister and heire to Jeffirie Somerton ; by 
which marriage the said Clement had the mannor of Somer- 
ton, which was afler given away by William Paston, the 
Judge, to William Paston his sonn, as it doth appear in an 
old coppie of the Will of the said Judge remaining at this 
day at Paston." 

Sandford goes on : " Of this Clement is written, in one of 
the old Pedigrees before menconed, as foUoweth : Iste Cle- 



* The witnesses are John Sprigie, Laurence Sprigie, William de Langham, 
and others. The Deed is dated at Paston at the feast of All Souls in the 
22nd year of the reign of King Edward the Third after the Conquest. 

t The coat of Somerton is, Or, on a chcTron between 3 lions' heads erased 
gules, as many bezants. The coat of Walcot is. Azure, an inescutcheon within 
an orle of 10 martlets, argent. Clement Paston and Beatrix Somerton his 
wife are both buried at Paston. 



.1 
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mens obiit m feste S^ Botolphi anno dmni mccccxjx. anno 
Hen. V** vij**. Istc nupsit Beatricem soror^ & hered Galfredi 
£1 Jobnnis Somerton^ & potuit despendere xx^ & ulter'. Et 
idem Clemens obdnuit in assisa contra Abbat. S^ Benedicti 
de Hulmo."* 

Then comes (page 11) William Paston the Judge^ son 
of the last-named Clement de Paston. His coat impales the 
coat of Agnes his wife^ the daughter and heir of Sir Edmond 
Berrye^ Knight. In the label over the Judge's coat, it is stated 
that he died the 14th day of August, 1444. Opposite this 
name Sandford says : 

'* Memorandum, that Edward Esquire hath in his custody 
a grant of Letters Patents made by Henry the Sixth, very 
fairly written, and sealed with a. faire great seale of the said 
King, bearing date the 7th of August in the 15th year of his 
raigne, wherein it doth appeare, that William Paston in this 
Pedigree set down, was Sergeant to Hen. the Fourth & Hen. 
the Fifth, and was one of the Judges of Hen. the Sixth the 



* Page 10 has the following genealogy leading to the abore Beatrix de 
Somerton, who mairied the above Clement, the son of William de Paston, 
▼is.: 

Geoffirey Barkinge married Isabell, daughter of Sir Tho. Begvyle, Knt. 

Isabell, daughter and heir of Sir Geoffrey Barkinge, married to 
"Diomas Gonrilde, son and heir' of Bauf. 

Geofirey Gonvilde, son and heir of Thomas. 

, danghter of Geoffirey GonTiide, was married to Somerton, 

whose ancestors had married the heir of Walcot. 

John Somerton, Esq', married Sara, the daughter of WiUiam Cleere. 

Beatrix, dan. of John and sister and heire of Geoffrey de Somerton. 
The following coats are given with the above names, viz. : Gonyilde and 
Barkinge, Somerton and Gonvilde, and Somerton and Cleere. The coat of 
GoHvilde is like that used by Gonville (now Gonville and Caius) College, 
Cambridge. The coat of Cleere is similar to that used by the knightly 
family who resided at Ormesby in Norfolk, viz., Argent, on a fess azure, 3 
eagles displayed, or. 
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same year. In the said Patent there are set down many pri- 
viledges and liberties granted to the said Will. ; wherof two 
are^ That he should not be sent beyond the seas. Nor should 
be returned of any Jury of attaint ; and besides this there is 
sett downe that he was of the said King's Councell for the 
Duchy of Lancaster." 

" A note taken out of the last Will & Testam* of Agnes 
Berrye, wife to Justice Fasten, proving her descent from Ger- 
bredge and Berrye,* viz., Also I bequeath to the whight 
fryers of y® said City of Norwich, for I am there a suster, to 
helpe to pay hir debts xx^, wch I will be gathered of the 
arrerage of my lyvelode. Also I bequeath to the Auter of 
Gracion of the said House, wheras mine husband and I have 
a ppetuall masse, a vestment which they have for a Prist to 
judge in or (of?) rede saterSI. Also to the mendinge of y* 



* Page 10 has the following Pedigree of Berrye, -?iz. : 
Hugh Berrye, Esq'., Simon Heth- Thomas Gerbridge, Philip Peyver, son 



son of S' Henry ersett. 

Berry, mar. Cecily, dau. 
& hcire of Edmond 
Hengraye, Esq<^. 

I 
S' 08mond= Alice, dau. 



Esq', married of Pawline, son of 

Bretta, daughter of William, son of 

Robert Banyard. Pawlin Pey ver aU 

I Piper. 



L 



Berrye, 
Kn^. anno 
39 Ed. 3. 



of Robert 
Mikelfelde, 
Esq'. 



Sir Robert^iJohane, dau. Edward^Margaret, 



Watsham, 
Knt. 



and heire Gerbridge, 
of Simon Esq'. 
Hethersett. 



d. & heire 
of Philip 
Peyvcr. 



John Berrye, Esq'.^Elizabeth, dau. and Sir Thomas=:Mary dau. of 



son and heir of S' 
Osmond. 



heire of S' Robert Gerbridge, 
Wachesham. Kn^. 



Jordan Max- 
fclde. 



Sir Edmiud Berrye, Kn^= Alice, daughter and heir of Sir 
sonn and heire of John. I Thomas Gerbridge, Kn^ 

1 

William Paston, the Judge, Bonn=:Agnes, daughter and heir of 

of Clem^ de Paston, dyed y* 14^ S' Edmond Berrye, Kn^ 

day of August, an^ 1444. 

The coat of William Paston, the Judge, quarters Peche, Le Leche, Som- 
erton, and Walcot. The coat of Berrye has the following quarterings, viz. : 
1 . Berrye : Argent, a chevron sable between 8 boars' heads couped muzzled, 
or. 2. Hengrave: Argent, a chief indented gules. 3. Waeheeham: Argent, 
a fesse gules, in chief two crescents gules. 4. Hethereett : Azure, a lion ram- 
pant gardant, or. 5. Gerbridge : Sable, a fesse between two chevrons, or. 
Peyver : Argent, on a chevron gules, 3 fleurs dc lis, or. 



«s^ 
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chappell of our Ladie within the said place, wheras S' Thomas 
Gerbredge, my grandfather, & Dame Elizabeth his wife, & 
S' Edmond Berrye, my &ther, & Dame Alice his wife, be 
buried, and Clement Faston, my sonn.'* 

"This William Faston, sonn & heir to Clement Faston, 
learned in the lawes of this Realme, was first Sergeant to 
King Henry the sixth, & after second Judge of the Comon 
Flace, whom King Henry the sixt did so favour, that he 
granted him one hundred and ten marks and two gowns, to 
be taken yearly out of the Exchequer over & besides the fee 
due unto the said place, as it doth appear by the coppie of the 
Patent hereunder written. He married the daughter & heir 
of S' Edmund Berry, Kn*., by whom he had the Mannors of 
Oxned and Marlingford and divers other lands & possessions 
in the County of Norff. 

" To prove the credit that William Faston was in before he 
was a Judge : 

" Noverint univsi p pntes me Johnem Fastolfe * militem or- 
dinasse constituisse & loco meo posuisse dilectos mihi in Xpo 
Johnem Ratclife & HenricH Englos, Milites, Johnem Fastolfe 
& Willimum Faston, Armigeros, & Johnem Hartlinge, Clicura 
quinq. quatuor, tres, vel eorum duos, procurator^ & attomar 
general moos & spiales ad computend, demand, & prosequend 
Tice & nomine meo versus honorabil. & reverend Diios Exe- 
cutor^ testam** defunct nup Dili R" Anglie Henrici quinti, & 
Dnum Thoma Ducem Excestr^ nup Capitan ville de Harfleu, 
seu eoru ministros & officiarios quoscunq. quibus ipsa res 
spectat & ptinet, vel spectare & ptinere poterit, pro omnib' & 
singulis denariis mihi p pd nup Dnum Regem & pd Ducem 

* In the " Paston Letters," Vol. III. p. 261, will be found an account of 
the Bxans due from the Crown to Sir John Fastolfe, amounting in all to 
21,099 marks, five shillings, and sixpence, or £14,066. 6a. M, And in the 
■ame volume, p. 269, is a declaration of the costs to which Sir John Fastolfe 
had been subjected in attending the King's wars beyond the seas, amotmting 
to 6125 marks, nine shillings, and three farthings, or £4083. l&s. 7J<J. Both 
aceonniai are dated in 1465. 

[vol. IV.] C 
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causa yadior meoru & faldurioru nuper in retinencia seu re- 
tinia mea existen^ & eisdem Dnis tarn in Francia^ Norman), 
qnam in Gasconia servicu, seu alia quacumque dc causa debitis. 
In cujus rei testimofil sigillu meu est pntib* appensu. Dat in 
civitate Teroni in comit Teronianie die dccima sexta mensis 
Julii anno Dni milesimo quadrigeu vicesimo sexto. 

" T. OVBRTOK." 

'^ Henricus Dei gratia Rex Anglic & Franc & Dominus 
Hibnie, omnibus ad quos present litere pyenlint saltern. Sciatis 
quod de gratia nra spiali, & ut dilectus & fidelis noster Wittus 
Paston unus Justic nrum de comi banco statu suu decentius 
maintenere, & expensas quas ipum in officio pd facere oportebit 
sustinere yaleat, concessimus ei centum & decern marcas pcipi- 
cnd singulis annis ad Sccariu nostru ad terminos Pasche & 
S^^ Michis per equales porcones, & Duas Robas p annu pcipi- 
cndj unam (vizt.) cum pellura ad festum natalis Dni., & alia 
cum linura ad festu Pentecoste ult^ feod consuet, qua) diu ipsum 
stare contigerit in officio supradict. In cujus rei testimoniu 
has literas nras fieri fecimus patent. T. meipso apud West- 
monast JDecimo quinto die Octobr anno regni octavo.*' 

" Of this William Paston, the Judge, is written in the old 
book before menconed, as foUoweth." [Here follows a copy 
of the obit &c. of Judge Paston, precisely similar to that 
which has already appeared opposite the shield of the first 
Wulstan de Paston. For convenience of memory it may be 
here repeated, that Judge Paston was born at Paston, that he 
died at London on the 14th of August, 1444, and that he 
was buried in Norwich.* The copy ends with these words : 
" Ex Ubro Willimi Botyner, FoL xx«."] 

Next comes (page 13) Sir William Paston, Knight, the 
sixth son of William Peyton, the Judge. It appears by the 

* Judge Faaton was buried in the chapel of the Blessed Virgin in Norwich 
Cathedral, commonly called the Chapel of St Mary the Great. This chapel 
was demolished between the years 1573 and 1589, and not a testige of it 
remains. Judge Faston's wife was buried by his side. 
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label oyer his shield that he was born on the @8th of May, 
1434. He married (as appears by the label over his wife's 
coat, yiz., France modern and England quarterly, within a 
bordure argent and azure) Ann Beaufort, third daughter of 
Edmond Duke of Somerset, son of John Earl of Somerset, 
eldest son of John Duke of Lancaster by Katherine Swin- 
ford afterward his third wife. This page and the next page 
shew the descents of the marriage of this Sir William Fasten 
and Ann Beaufort; and I subjoin a copy, in illustration of 
the words used by Sandford in the title-page, "that his volume 
would show the descents of the many illustrious houses which 
branch themselves from the Faston family." * Opposite this 

* The descents of the marriage of Sir William Paston, the sixth son of Sir 
William Fasten and Ann Beaufort, the third daughter of Edmond Buke of 
Somerset. 

The aboTe Sir William Pastonr-The aboTe Ann Beaufort. 

I ^ 1 

Ann, or Agnes, eldest dan. Elizabeth, second dau. 

and coheir, married to S' and coheir, married to 

Gilbert Talbot, Kn«. S^ John Savill, Kn^. 



-A-. 



Eliza. Talbot, dau. and coheir, Mary Taoot, dau. and co- Sir Uenry 
mair. to Jo. Littleton, of heir, marr. to Tho. Astley, Sayile, Kq^ 
Frankly, in com. Worcest., of Pateshull, in com. Stan. | 

EBq^ I Esq'. | Edw. Savile, 

Esq'., Hying 



Sir John Littleton, KnK marr. Gilbert Astley, Esq'., son in anno 1572^ 

Bridget, dau. and coheir of S^ and heire, mazr. Dorothy, 

Jo. Fackington, of Worces- dau. of S' Tho. Gifford, 

tershire, Kn^ of Chillington, Kn^ 

Gilbert Littleton, Esq', marr. Elix. Thomas Astley, Esq', marr. Dorothy, 
dau. of Humfrey Coningsby, of dau. of Sir Walter Aston, of Tixall, 
Herefordshire, Esq'. in com. Staff. 

1 « , 

John Littleton, of Frankly, Esq'. Walter Astley, of PatteshuU, Esq', 

marr. Muriell, da. of S' Tho. Brom- marr. (hace, dau. of Francis Tren- 

ley. Lord Chancellor of Eng. tham, of Rouceter, in com. Stafford, 

I Esq'., and dyed 1656. 

Sir Tho. Littleton, Kn^. and Bar^. Sir Richard Astley, of Pateshull, 

maxr. Katherine, dau. and heir of Bar^ marr. Eliza, dau. of John 

Sir Thomas Croxnpton, of Hounsloe, Philips, of Morleston, in com. Pem- 

in com. Midd>., &n^. broke. Esq'. 

Sir Henry Littleton, Bar^ marr. Richard Astley, Esq'. 

Eliza, dau. of Francis Lord New- son and heire. 

port, of High Ercal. 

The coats of all the aboye are emblazoned in pages 13 and 14. 

C 2 
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descent is the following " Coppie of a Letter from the Lady 
Margaret, Mother to King Hen. the seaventh," viz. 

** By the King's moder. — Trusty and right welbeloved, we 
greet you well. And wherby the meanes of our trusty and 
right welbeloved S' Reynold Bray, S' Thomas Lovell, and S^ 
Henry Heydon, Kn^', there was a full agreement made & 
concluded, & also put in writinge, betwen o' trusty and right 
welbeloved S' John Savile, Kn*, and Gilbert Talbot, Esquier, 
on th'one ptie, and yow on th'other, for divers lands which 
they ought to have in the right of their wives, daughters and 
heyers to William Faston, Esq% their late fader, deceassed, 
which lands ye by mighty power kepe and withholde from 
them w^out any just title, as they afierme ; and albeit the said 
agrement was made by yo' minde and consent, yet ye ne doe 
pforme the same, to o' merveile if it be so. Wherefore we 
desier, & also counsell yow, w*out delay upon the sight hereof 
now shortly to ride to the Court to the said Arbitrators now 
ther being, w* whom ye shall finde yo' adverse ptie, or other 
in y' names fully authorized, to abide such final ende & con- 
clusion in y' p^misses as shall be consonant w^ the said agrem^, 
w^out further troubles or busines therin hereafter to be had ; 
& y* ye will thus do in any wise. So as we be not driven 
(through yo' defalte) to put to o'^ hands for further remedye 
to be had in the p'misses. Yeven under our signet at o' 
Mannor of Colly Weston the x*** day of February." 

" These notes following were taken out of the old writings 
that are at Faston : 

" In vigillia annunciaconis S* Marie vicesimo quarto Martii 
in mane an^ Dili 1443, litera donical D. nata est Anna uxor 
Willimi Paston, filia Ducis Somerset, apud Baynard Castle, 
London. 

" In die S^ Wulstani, Episcopi & confessor^, inter horam 
quintam & sextam mane, nativitas Marie de Paston, filie pri- 
magenit Willi de Paston & Dne Anne uxor^, sue filie HIus- 
tris Frincipis & Dni Dili Eddi Ducis Somersett, Marchiofil 
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Dorsett & Comit de MorteS^ an® Dni 1470^ lita dominical G.^ 
Luna ciix^ p yiij : & an® rni B' Ed. 4^ nono, & xjx® die Januar^, 
natiyit Margarete Pastan, fil. Willi Pastan & Dne Anne fil. 
Edm Ducis Somsett, xjx® die Julii an® xiiij® Edri 4^, yigillia 
S^ Margarete (viz*.) die Mards lit* dominical B., an® Dni 
1474^ inter hora post nona & horam scdam (yiz^) fere dimidia 
hora ante hora sccunda^ luna cnrren, & erat clara dies. Chris- 
tened y® next day at S* Pulchris^ at 7 of the clock after noone. 
Godfather^ Hen. Duke of Buckingham : Godmothers^ Mar- 
garet Dutchess of Somersett & Ann Bye Countess Beomond." 

Then comes (page IS) the coat of Elizabeth^ the second 
daughter of Sir William Pastan, who was bom the Ist day 
of July^ 1429. Her coat impales : Ist^ the coat of Robert 
PoyningSj son and heir of Lord Poynings, her first husband ; 
and, 2ndly, the coat of her second husband. Sir George 
Browne, of Bechworth Castle in Surrey, Knight. The first 
marriage connected the Paston family with the family of 
Percy Earl of Northumberland ; and the descent and con- 
nections in the straight line of the Percy family are given 
in ten coats, from the marriage of Robert Poynings with 
Eli^^beth Paston, to Lady Elizabeth Percy, " who was about 
seven years old in 1673." The descent and connections in 
the straight line of the second marriage with Sir George 
Browne are given in eight coats, from that marriage to Am- 
brose, the eldest son and heire of Sir Adam Browne, of 
Bechworth Castle in the county of Surrey, Bart., 1662. 

We next (page 17) come to the coat of John Paston, of 
Paston, son and heir of William Paston the Judge, impaling 
the coat of Margaret his wife, the daughter and heir of John 
Mawtby. In the label over his coat it is stated that he was 
bom in the year 1421. 

Sandford gives a Pedigree of Mawtby so full that I feel 
I should not be justified if I were to omit giving a copy of it. 
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I am aware that a Pedigree of Mawtby is given in the third 
volume of our Society's Papers, page 159; but that Pedigree 
is almost meagre in comparison with this by Sandford. More- 
over, I feel that I shall be acting rightly in keeping myself 
to the contents of Sandford's volume, unless I should thereby 
make a palpable and manifest repetition ; and there is really 
no repetition in the copy of the Mav^tby Pedigkee which 
appears an the opposite page.* 

Of this John Paston Sandford says : 

'^John Paston, sonne and heire to William Paston the 
Judge, married Margaret Mawtebye, daughter and heir to 
John Mauteby, Esq', by w''^ marriage he had the Manners 
of Mawtbye, Sparham, Gresham, and divers other posses- 
sions, w*^^ S' William Paston possesseth at this day. She 
came, both by father and mother, of very noble and auntient 
parentage : there were of her ancestors, which she did lineally 
descend of, of her father's side. Six Kn** of the Mautebyes 
and two Esq", Robert her grandfather, and John her fa- 
ther ; by the mother she descended of Elianor, one of the 
daughters and heirs to S' Thomas Lovyn, Kn^, of Essex. 
Her grandmother was Margaret Beauchamp, daughter to 
S' Robert Beauchampe, Kn*. Her last Will and Testam* 
remaineth yet to be seen at Paston, sealed with two scales 

* Opposite the Pedigree of Mawtby, Sandford says, " These foure coats 
of Marshall, Lovayne, Beauchampe, and Bcrney matched with Mauteby, are 
to be seene in the old glasse windowes in the Parlour at Paston Hall." Then 
follow the four coats in question, the coat of Mawtby being on the dexter 
side. The coat of Marshall is, Qules, a bend lozengy, or ; of Lovayne^ Gules, 
a fesse between fourteen billets, four three, four three, or ; of Beauchamp, 
Gules on a fesse between six martlets, or, a mullet sable ; and of Bemey, 
Quarterly Azure and gules, over all a cross engrailed ermine. In these four 
shields, the coat of Mawtby is. Azure, a cross or; but throughout the 
Mawtby Pedigree, and in every other part of the volume, the Mawtby coat 
is blazoned Azure a cross form6e, or. I feel that I have no apology to make 
for the constant variety in the spelling of the word Mawtby which appears in 
Sandford's MS. I have adopted for myself the form of spelling which he 
uses in the Pedigree. 
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of Arms, whereof the one is the coate of Mauteby, and the 
other is the coate of Berry. In which Will are written these 
words: Item, I will that my Executors provide a stone of 
marble to be laid aloft upon my grave within a yeare next 
after my decease, and upon that stone I will have four esco- 
chcons sett at the foure corners thereof; whereof I will the 
first scochen shall be of my husband's armes and mine depted : 
the second of Mautebye's arms and Berneye's of Bedeham 
depted : the third of Mautebye's armes and the Lord Lovyne 
depted : the fourth of Mautebye's armes and Sir Roger 
Beauchamp depted. And in the middcst of the said stone I 
will have a scochen set of Mautebye's arms alone." 

"This John Faston was Esq', to the body to Henry the 
sixth, as it doth appear by a Letter written unto him by 
the said Kinge, and remaineth at this day in the custody 
of Edward Paston, Esq'., whereof the tenor ensueth : 

"To our trusty and welbeloved John Paston, one of 
our Esq", for our body, Shreife of o' countys of 
Norff. & Suff. 

"By the King. — Trusty and welbeloved we greet you 
well. And whereas we send at this time o' trusty and wel- 
beloved Gierke and Counseilor, Mr. Edmunde Chaderton, 
to do & execute certein things by our comandem^ in those 
pties, like as he can shew to you more at large. We desire 
& pray you that ye not only yeve unto him therein credence, 
but also, for the effectuall and speedy pformance of the same, 
ye will be unto him from time to time in every thinge, as the 
case shall require, adviseinge, aidinge, and assistinge as we 
singularly trust you, and as ye desire to do us pleasure. 
Yeven under o' signet at our Manner of Shene the xij^** day 
of August." 

Of this John Paston, Sandford goes on to say : 
" This John Paston, sonne & heyer to William Paston the 
Judge, had in his time a very great suite with the Duke of 
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Norff. & the Duke of SvtS., the Earle of Nottingham, & the 
Lord Scalles^ for & conceminge the Mannors of Castor hy 
Yarmouth, Heylesdon, Dreyton, and divers other Lands, 
which he had pxurchased of his cosen, S' John Fastolfe, who 
not only sold him the seid Mannors & possessions, but did 
also nominate the said John Paston one of his executors, and 
by his last Will and testam^ bequeathed unto the said John 
Pcutati the said Mannors, and according to the former bar- 
gain by him made, charging and requesting the Feoffees of 
trust, which John Paston had named to be Feoffees of trust 
in the said lands, to execute an Estate to the said John and 
his heires, according to the true meaning of the former match 
by him with the said John Paston made. The which Will 
notwithstanding, William Yelverton and S' Thomas Howse, 
parson of Blofeild, two of the said Feoffees, notwithstanding 
they were chosen of trust to be Feoffees in the said lands to 
the use of the said John Paston^ either of enyy or of malice 
made a feofment of the said Mannors of Castor, Heylesdon, 
and Dreyton, to the said Dukes of Norfolke and Suffolke, 
by color whereof the said Dukes entered into the Mannors, 
and expulsed the said John Paston, who for his remedy as 
a matter against conscience complained in the Chancery in 
the time of King Henry the sixth, where the matter being 
heard the right was adjudged to the said John Paston, and 
a decree made accordingly. Yet notwithstanding the said 
Dukes kept their possession by force, and the said John 
Paston by the like force againe sought to enter and take the 
said Mannors from the said Dukes, about which variance 
there fell out many riots and outrageous paisdemeanors in the 
time of King Henry the Sixth; and at the last, in the time of 
King Edward the Fourth, when the Dukes saw they could 
not well by force prevayle in so wrongftdl a title, they sought 
by the meanes of the Lord Scalles, then in great favour with 
the Kinge, to complaine of the said John Paston, not only 
slandering him with the reports of divers ryotts and mis- 
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demeanors by him comitted, but also sought to defile his 
blood and gentility^ exhibiting a most foul and scandalous 
bill against him^ which he being called to answer^ he craved 
of his Ma^^^ that he might come openly to his Tryall : finally^ 
by the King's order^ both the said title and slander^ or defa- 
macon^ were openly heard by him and his Councell in the 
Exchequer Court, where Sir John Fasten, son to the said 
John, did so plainly prove his title to the said Manners and 
his wor^pfull discent in blood, that the King did adjudge 
unto him the right of the same, and did by his letters under 
his hand & privy signet send his warr^" to comand all those 
that had entred into the said Manners by colour of said 
Dukes' right, to yeild unto the said Sir John Fasten the pos- 
sessions of the same; and did also in his said Letters testified 
how worshipfuUy he and his brothers had proved the lineall 
discent of their blonde and gentility, even from the conquest ; 
& the Duke of Norff. and the Earl of Nottingham did, by 
their writinge under their hands and scales, which remaineth 
at this day at Fasten, release unto the said John Faston all 
their right and title in the said Manner of Castor, confessing 
and acknowledging that in mere conscience they had done 
him wronge." 

Then foUows *' The coppie of a Letter written by Clement 
Faston to his Brother John^ shewing the displeasure that the 
Elinge had conceaved against him, and of the malice of the 
Duke of NorfF., the Duke of Suffolke, and divers others who 
complained to the Kinge against the said John.^^ 

" To his R* reverent and worshipfiill broder, John 
Paston^ Esq'., be this delivered in great haste. 

" Brother, I recomende me to you after all dewe recomen- 
dacons, &c. S% it was tolde me by rythe a worshipfull man 
that loveth you rythe well, and ye him, and ye sail knowe 
his name hereafter, but put all things out of doubt he is such 
a man as will not lye : On the xj*** day of October, the Kinge 
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said^ We have sent two privy sealys to Paston by two yeomen 
of our chamber, and he disobeyeth yem ; but we will send 
him anoder tomorrowe, & by God's mercye, & if he come 
not then, he sail dye for it. We will make all oder men be- 
ware by him how they Sail disobey our writinge. A servant 
of our hath made a complainte of him. I cannot thinke that 
he hath informed us all truely, yet not for that we will not 
suffer him to disobey our writinge ; but sitheni he disobeyeth 
our writinge, we may beleve the better his gydinge is as we 
be informed : & yerw*** he made a great arowe that if he come 
not at the third comandemS ye xulde dye therefore. This 
man that told me this is as well learned a man as any is in 
England ; and the same xj^ day of October he advised me to 
send a man to yow, in all the hast that might be, to lett yow 
have knowlache, and that ye xulde not lett for none excuse ; 
but that ye xulde make the man good cheere, and come as 
hastily ye might to the Kinge, for he understandeth so much 
that the King will keep his promise. Notwithstanding by 
mine advice, if ye have his Letter, or the Messenger come to 
you, come to the Kinge wards or ye meet with him, & when 
ye come ye must be suer of a great excuse. Also if ye doe 
well come right stronge, for Howard's wife made her host 
that if any of her husband's men might come to yow, yer 
yulde goe noe penny for your life. And Howard hath with 
the Kinge a great fellowship. This letter was written the 
same day that the Kinge said these words, and the same day 
that it was told me, and that day was the xj^ day of October 
as abovesaid ; and on the next morning send I forth a man to 
yow with this Letter, and on the same day send the Kinge 
the third privye scale to you. Also he yat tolde me this seid 
that it were better for yow to come up, than to be fotte out of 
y' house with streingth, and to abide the King's judgement 
yerin, for he will take yo' contumacy to great displeasure. 
Also, as I understand, the Duke of Norff. hath made a great 
complaint of yow to the Kinge, and my Lord of Suff., & 
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Howard, and Wyngfelde helpe well to every day, and call 
upon the King against yow. The Kinge is at this day at 
Grenewich, and yer will be still till the Parliament beginne. 
Some say he will goe to Walsingham, but M*^ Sotyll seid in 
the Aulle in the Temple that he harde no worde of any such 
pilgrimage. No more, &c. Written the xj*^ day of October 
at midnight. My nevew John tolde me also that he supposed 
yer were out Proclamacons against yow, &c., the same day. 

" By Clement Fasten yo' broder." * 

Sandford closes his account of this John Paston in these 
words: viz. 

" This John Paston and his brother William were elected 
Kn*" of the sheire for Norff. in the last yeare of Henry the 
sixth; and the said John and John Bemey of Wichingham 
were chosen Kn^ of the said sheire the first yeare of Edward 
the 4th, as it doth appear by Two Indentures yet remaining 
to be showne testifieing the same, wherein are sett downe the 
names of all the Kn^% Sqiures, Gentlemen, and Yeomen that 
did subscribe to the said Elections : and about the last of 
the same grew the great controversie between the said John 
Paston and Howard, then Shreve of the Sheire, whereof 
is mencon made in the letter above written, sent to him by 
his brother Clement." 

Then comes (page 20) Sib John Paston, son and heir of 
the last-named John PcMton, Esq, In the label over his 
shield t it is stated that he was knighted in the life-time of 
his father, and died sans issue. Sandford says of him : 

* ThiB Terj cuiioas and characteristic letter does not appear in the 
'* Paston Correspondence," and has not been previously printed, as far as I 
am aware. 

t This shield comprises for the first time all the quarterings of the Paston 
family, being such quarterings as appear in many subsequent parts of the 
Yolume; and especially in, 1. The shield as Viscount Yarmouth; and, 
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''This Sir John Paston, KnS was in his time a man of 
great value & courage. He served in the warres in France, 
and was a great while Captaine at Callis, as it doth appeare 
by divers accounts of his charges and allowances from the 
Kinge there, which accounts remain at Fasten yet to be 
scene. 

'' He was one of the best men of armes of his time ; and 
at the great Tomey that Kinge Edward the fourth helde at 
Eltham he vras chosen of the King's side, as it doth appeare 
by a Letter written to his brother John Fasten, wherein he 
writeth thus : My hand was hurte at the Torney at Eltham 
upon Wednesday last ; I would that you had been there and 
seen it, for it was the goodliest sight that was sene in Inglande 
this forty yeares of so fewe men. There was upon the one 
side, within, the Kinge, my Lord Scalles, myselfe, and Sel- 
lenger ; and, without, my Lord Chamberlyn, S"" John Wood- 
vyle, S' Thomas Mountgomery, and John Aparre, &c. 

'* By your brother John Fasten, Mil." 



" He was nominated one of the Knights that was to go 
over with the Lord Scalles to conduct and accompany Mar- 
garet, sister to Edward the fourth, who married Charles the 
hardy Duke of Burgundy, as it doth appeare by a letter 
written from Edward the fourth unto him, whereof the 
tenure ensueth: 

" To our trusty and welbeloved S' John Fasten, Kn*. 

*'By the King. — Trusty and welbeloved, we greet yow 
well. And where it is accorded betwixt us and our cozen the 
Duke of Burgundye that he shall wedde our derrest sister 
Margaret, and that in shortewhile we intende to sende her 
into the parts of Flanders for the accomplishment and so- 

2. The shield as Earl of Tarmouth. The quarterings in this shield are, 
1. Paston; 2. Peche; 3. LeLeche; 4. Somerton; 5. Walcot; 6. Berrye; 
7. Hengrare; 8. Watcham ; 9. Hcthersett; 10. Gerbridge; 11. Peyrir; 
and, 12. Mawtby. 
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lempnizacon of the Marriage so concluded, at the which 
time it behoveth her to be accompanied w*^ great nobility 
of this realme, for the honour thereof, of us, and our said 
sister. We therefore wele understanding and remembering 
the good afiection ye here towards us all, our pleasure is and 
our said sister, whereupon we greatly trust, desire, and pray 
yow right effectuously that, every excuse or delaye laide 
aparte, ye will dispose yourselfe to the saide intent & pur- 
pose, against the first day of June next cominge, according 
to y' honour and degree, and that ye faile not so to doe, 
as we singularly trust yow, and as ye intend to do us justys. 
pleas". Yeven under our signet at our Manner of Greenwich, 
the xviij day of Aprill." 

*' In the time of this /S" John Paston, the controversie 
continuinge still betwen him and the Duke of Norff. for 
the Manner of Castor, King Edward the fourth writ unto 
the said S' John a Letter to appeare before his Grace and 
his Councell for the hereinge and determininge of the said 
of the said controversie, whereof the coppie ensueth : 

To our trusty and welbeloved S' John Paston, Kn*. 

By the Kinge. — Trusty and welbeloved, we grete yow well. 
And how it be that we late addressed unto yow our letters, 
and comanded yow by the same, for the consideracons in them 
conteined, to have ceased of maldnge any assemblye of our 
people for the matter of variance dependinge betwixt yow on 
that one ptie and our Bight trustie and right entirely beloved 
cosin the Duke of Norff. on that other ; and to have appeared 
before the Lords of our Councell at our Palleys of West- 
minster, at a certeine day in our said letters specified. Yett 
nevertheless we understonde not as yet if ye have conformed 
yow to the pforminge of our said comandement, or not. We 
therefore eftsones write unto yow, willing and straitly charg- 
ing yow to cease of the said ryotts and assemblies ; and that 
incontinent upon the sight of these our letters that ye dispose 
yow personally to appear afore the said Lords of our Councell 
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at our said Pallis, there to answere to such thinges as in that 
behalfe by them shall be laid and objected against jow, not 
failinge hereof, all excuses laid apte, as ye will avoide our 
displeasure. Teven under our signet at our citye of Sales- 
bury the xviij day of January." 

Sandford goes on to say : 

" Upon the receipt of this Letter the seid Sir John Paston, 
accordinge to the tenor thereof, did appeare before the King 
& his Councell in the Exchequer, where the matter was at 
large harde, not only concerning the title of Castor, Hey- 
lesdon, & Drayton, but also touching the matter of the 
de&macon of the birth and progeny of the said S' John 
and his ancestors ; where he did shewe most of the evidence 
before menconed, and diyers other evidences that never came 
yet to light, and were, as I suppose, burned when Fasten 
House was burnt, in the time of old S' William Paston, 
as it is to be gathered by the briefe hereunder sett downe, 
taken out of an olde coppie which was delivered to Edward 
Paston, Esq*^, by his uncle Clement Paston, amongst other 
old evidences and writings ; and it doth appeare by the same 
that it was a briefe, taken by King Edward the fourth him- 
self, of such principall evidences and matters as was shewed 
before him. Upon consideration of which proofs, the Kinge 
did not onely adjudge his right and title to the said Manners 
of Castor, Heylesdon, and Dreyton, but did also testifie what 
had been proved before him touching the birth and gentility 
of the said S' John and his ancestors to have continued even 
from the conquest untill the time of the heannge of the said 
cause, as it shall appeare by the letters of the said King 
hereunder set downe, and remaining yet at this day to be 
seen under his hand and seal. And furthermore, as touch- 
inge the title to the said Manners, the Duke of Norff. and 
the Earle of Nottingham, as next heires to the Duke •f 
NorfF., deceased, and the Duke of Suff., who by fraud were 
£rst infeoffed in the said Manners, did release unto the said 
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S^ John all their right and title in the same^ confessing even 
in mere conscience that their ancetors had done the said Sir 
John and his ancetors great wronge. As it doth appeare by 
the coppie of their Release hereunder sett downe, whereof 
the original remalDeth at this day in the custody of S' 
William Paston." 

Then follows a copy of the above-mentioned bricf^ which 
is prefaced with these words : 

" The Briefe foUowinge was delivered to Edward Paston, 
£sq% amonge other evidence, by his uncle Clement 
Paston, and it is written in an old hand. 

" They shewed divers great evidences and Court RoUes, 
how that they and their ancetors had been possessed of a 
Court and Seniory in the Town of Paston, and of many and 
sundry bondmen, sithen the time that no mind is to the con- 
trary ; and how that Agnes Paston, wife to the said William 
Paston, father to the said John, William, and Clement, in 
title of her dower, is in possion of bondholders and also of 
bondmen, whose ancetors have been bondmen to the ancetors 
of the said John Paston sithen the time that no minde is to 
the contrary. And they shewed divers fines, some leavyed 
in the time of the begining of the reigne of our noble Pro- 
genitor Edward the first, son of Kinge Henry, son of King 
John, of livelonde, whereof they and theire ancetors have 
been possessed ever since to this day. 

" Also they shewed divers inquests which is matters of 
record. Also they shewed divers deeds and grants before 
time of mind, how that their ancetors had licence to have a 
Chaplen, and have divine service within them. And that 
divers of their ancetors had given lyvelyhood to houses of 
religion to be prayed for, & confirmacons under the great 
scale of our noble ancestor Kinge Henry the third, son of 
Kinge John, confirming the same grants. 

" Aho they shewed divers old deeds, some without date, 
insealed under autenticke scales, of divers pticular purchases 
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in the Town of Paston, reciting in the said deeds that the 

land was holden of the ancetors of the said Fasten, as 

of the chiefe lord of the fee, and by homage, and had ward, 
marriage, and reliefe. Also they shewed how their ancestors 
were infeofied in dirers men's mannors and lands in trust. 
Also they shewed a great multitude of old deeds, without 
date and with date, wherein their ancetors were alwaies sett 
first in witness, and before all other Gentlemen. Also they 
shewed how that their ancetors had, in old time and of late 
time, married with worshipfull Gentlemen ; and proved, by 
deeds of marriage and by other deeds, how their ancetors 
had indowed their wives, and by discents of livelyhood, and 
by testaments and wills of their ancestors under scale; and 
made open by evident proofe, how they and their ancetors 
came lineally descended of right noble and worshipfull blood, 
& of great Lords, sometune liveing in this our Bealme of 
Ingland. And also they made open proofe how they were 
nere of kin and blood to many of the worshipfullest of the 
country, and also nere to many and sundry great estates & 
Lords of this Bealme, and was openly proved and affirmed, 
without contradiction or proofe to the contiary. 

" They shewed how they had kept ptce with divers . . . 
and with Plays that had wedded the Earle Warren*s daughter 
the third yeare of Edward the first. They shewed a lineall 
discent how their first ancetor, Wulstan, came out of France 
and S' William Glanvile together, his kinsman, that after 
founded the Fryory of Bromholme, by the Towne of Faston 
and the Towne of Bentley. And how Wulstan had issue 
Wulstan, which bare Armes gould flowret azure ; and how 
he had issue Bafife and Robert ; which Raffe sen*^ bare armes 
as his Father, and Robert the younger bare silver flowret 
azure; and Robert had issue Edm*^ and Walter, which Ed- 
round the elder bare as his father ; and his brother, because 
he married Glanvile's daughter, a cheife indented gold, the 
field silver, flowret azure ; and how their ancetors after bare 

[vol. IV.] D 
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with lesse number ; and how Sir John Paston was heire to all 
those^ for they died sans issue. And this was shewed by 
writinge of olde hand^ and by old testaments and evidences." 

That Sir John Paston, in his now-established right to 
Caister Castle, might have good friends and neighbours. King 
Edward the Fourth sent the following letter " unto the Bay- 
liffi of Yarmouth, whereof the originall under the King's seale 
remaineth in the custody of Edward Paston, Esq'' : yizK 

*'By the Kinge Edward the fourth. — Trusty and wel- 
beloved, we greet yow well : letting yow wete that our trusty 
and welbeloyed Kn^ S' John Paston, our welbeloyed William 
Paston, and Clement Paston, with other, have been before us 
and our Councell worshipfully declared of the surmise of 
great charge that was laid on our behalfe unto John Paston 
deceased and them jointly and severally, so that we hold them 
and every of them sufficiently declared in that matter, and 
take and repute them as Gentlemen descended lineally of 
worshipfuU blood sithen the conquest hither ; and, over that, 
have comanded that plenaf restitution of the Mannor of 
Castor, and of all other lands and tenem^, with goods and 
cattell, that the said John Paston deceased had of the gift 
and purchase of S*^ John Fastolfe, KnS shall wholly be re- 
stored unto our said Kn^ S' John Pizston, like as the said 
John Paston deceased had in any time of his daies. Where- 
fore, in as much as our said Kn^ intendeth to make his 
abideing in Castor, we desire and pray yow that, for our 
sake and contemplation, ye will be friendly and neighbours 
unto him in his right, and such other things as may be to 
his profitt and ease, wherein ye shall do unto us full and 
good pleasure. Yeaven under our signet in our Castle of 
Windsore the xvij*^ day of July." 

Then comes " the coppie of a Warrant sent from Kinge 
Edward the fourth to restore S' John Paston to the lands 
and possessions which he purchased of Sir John Fastolfe, 
whereof the originall remaineth in the custody of Edw. 
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Paston, Esq"^.'* I do not fed it necessary to give a copy 
of this legal document^ because its object is sufficiently set 
forth in the above words. It is very full and comprehensive, 
and is addressed " To all tennts, fermors, or occupiers of 
all the lands and tenements, and of every part of them, that 
late were John Paston's, Esq% now deceased, by way of in- 
heritance, or Agnes Paston, Margaret Paston, William Pas- 
ton, and Clement Paston, or any of them, and to all such 
persons what so they be now being in the Manner or place 
of Castor, or in any lifelode that was the said John Paston, 
Esq', by way of gifte or purchase of late S' John Fastolfe, 
or of any other, within our coxinties of NorflEl, Suff., and Nor- 
wich, and to all the tenants, fermors, Baylies, or occupiers 
of the same, and of every part thereof; and to all Mayers, 
Shreves, Eschetors, BayMs, and other our officers as well 
within franchise as without our counties aforesaid, hereing or 
seeing these our letters/' The King mentions in this war- 
rant that ''great part of the said lands, tenements, and manors, 
had been seized into our hands;*'* and the tenants, farmers, 
bailifEs, and occupiers of the said lands, are charged thence- 
forth to pay the whole issues and profits thereof to Sir John 
Paston ; and the Mayors, Sheriffs, Escheators, and others the 
King's officers, are charged to.be ''assisting, helping, and 
strengthening." The warrant is " Yeven under our signet 
at Windsore the xxvj*^ day of July, the sixth yeare of o"" 
reigne." 

The account of the troubles of the Paston family concerning 
Caister Castle is finished by " a coppie of the Release which 
John Duke of Norff. and William Earle of Nottingham made 
unto S' John Paston of the Manner of Castor, after the con- 
troversies were determined by Kinge Edward the fourth, 

* It appears from Blomefleld's HUtory of Norfolk, Vol. XI., p. 209, on the 
authority of William of Worcester, that Lord Scales took possession of the 
Castle in the name of King Edward lY., under pretence that Paston was 
the King's vilain. Hence the proof of Pedigree became neceAary. 

D 2 , 
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which Release remainetk at this day under seale in the 
custody of S' William Paston," viz. : 

" Johnes^ Dux Norff. & Wittus Comes Nottinghamie con- 
sanguinl & heres Johis nup Ducis Norff. omnibus ad quos 
presente litere pyenerint salutem. Sciatis nos ex mera con- 
scientia nra remisisse, relaxasse, & omnino de nobis & hered 
nris quiet clamasse Johni Paston^ Ai^, fratri & hered Jolinis 
Paston, Militis, defuncti, hered & assignat suis, Totum jus, 
titulu, clamen, & interess. nra que hemus huiihus sue hiere 
poterimus de & in manerio de Castro vocat Redehams, Yawx, 
& Doromes*" juxta Magna Jemamuta cum ptinen in com. 
Norff. de quib" pdctus nup Dux injuste, & sive judicio, dis- 
seisivit pd Johnem Paston, & ilia manu forti tenuit. Ita quod 
nee nos, nee hered nri, nee aliquis alius p. nos, seu nomine nro 
aliquod jus seu juris titium de & in Maner pd, nee in aliqua 
ijide pcella de cetero exigere clamare seu vindicare poteri- 
mus in futuro, sed ab omni accone juris, tituli seu clamei inde 
sumus exclusi in ppetum p. pntes. In cujus rei testimon 
pntibus sigillu nrum apposuimus. Dat. octavo die Februar 
anno fni R' Richi tertij prime, t 

" J. NoKFF. Nottingham." 

John Paston, Esq., the husband of Margaret Mawtby, had, 
besides the last-named Sir John Paston and the next-named 
Sir John Paston, two children, viz. : Anne, who married Wm. 

* Query, Bozouns? Theie are the Manors of Reedham, Yaux, and 
Bozoun at Caister. 

t I feel that an apology is needless for the length of my extracts respect- 
ing the controyersy about Caister Castle. Blomefield's account of the 
controyersy, and of the siege -which the Castle sustained against the Duke 
of Norfolk at the head of 3,000 men, is but slight. Both the siege and con- 
troyersy are often mentioned in the ** Paston Letters.'' The Castle yielded, 
but the Duke's hatred of the Pastons was unsatisfied. The author of the 
charming " Sketch of the History of Caister Castle" has got together many 
particulars. The whole of Sandford's information about the controyersy is 
not only new, but extremely curious. 
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Yelverton, " eldest son and heire of John Yelverton, Esq'," 
and Margery y who married Richard Call, '^ of Sakton, in com. 
Norffolk, Esq'." At page 26, are displayed the coat of Wm. 
Yelverton * impaling Paston, and also the coats of their chil- 
dren, viz. : William Yelverton, who *' died without issue," 
and Amy Yelverton, who married James Elmes. The same 
page displays the coat of Richard Call f impaling Paston ; the 
coat of their son John Call, '' of Little Melton, in comitat. 

Norffblk, Esq'." impaling the coat of '^Christian dau. of 

CUpsbie, of Oby in com. Norffblk, Gentleman ;" and the coat 
of their grandson, Richard Call, of Little Melton, impaling 

the coat of Edyth, daughter of Bennett. Of the marriage 

of Richard Call with Edyth Bennett there appears to have 
been six children, viz.: L Thomas; S. Richard; 3. Robert; 
4. John ; 5. Nicholas ; and, 6. Christopher. 

We next come (page 26) to Sir John Paston, Knight, 
the second son of John Paston, Esq., and brother and heir to 
the last-named Sir John Paston, Knight. It is stated in the 
label over his coat that he was born in the year 1444. He 
married Margery Brus, daughter of Sir Thomas Brus, Knight, 
and his coat of twelve quarterings impales hers, i Sandford 
gives the following copy of a letter written by King Henry 
VII. to this Sir John Paston, viz. : 

" To our trusty and welbeloved Knight, S' John Paston. 

*'By the Kinge. — Trusty and welbeloved we grete yow 
well, letting yow wete that our derest cousins, the Kinge and 

* Yelverton : Argent, three lions rampant, gules, a chiefe of the last. 

t CttU: Or, on a fesse between two cheyrons gules, three escallop shells, 
argent. The coat of CUpthie is. Argent and sable quarterly, on a bend gules, 
three mullets argent. The marriage of Richard Call with Margery Paston 
fbnns a frequent, and an angry, subject in the "Paston Letters." He seems 
to haye been often consulted as a confidential friend of the family, but he 
was too much beneath their dignity for a matrimonial alliance. 

X The coat of Brut is, Argent, a lion rampant double queued between IS 
crosses croeslet gules, ducally crowned, or. 
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Queene of Spaine, have signified unto us by their sundry 
Letters that the B^ excellent Princesse the Lady Katherine^ 
ther daughter, shal be transported from the pties of Spaine 
aforesaid to this our Bealme about the moneth of Maye next 
comeinge, for the solempnization of matrimony betweene our 
deerest sonne the Prince and the said Princesse. Wherfore 
we, consideringe that it is right fittinge and necessarye, as well 
for the honor of us as for the lawde and praise of our said 
Bealme, to have the said Princesse honourably received at her 
arriveall, have appointed yow to be one amonge others to 
yeve attendance for the receivinge of the said Princesse, wil- 
linge and desiringe yow to prepare yo^selfe for that intent, 
and so to continue in redynesse upon an houres waminge, 
till that by our other letters we shall advertise yow of the day 
and time of her arrivall, and where ye shall yeve your said 
attendance, & not to fayle therin as ye tender our pleasure, 
y® honor of yourselfe, & of this our foresaid Bealme. Yeven 
under our signet at our Mannor of Bichmount the zx^ day 
of Marche/' • 

Page 27 contains the coats of Philippa Paston, the ddest 
daughter of the last-named Sir John Paston, who married 
Andrew Hugard, Esq.,t and of Elizabeth, the second and 
youngest daughter of this Sir John Paston, who married for 
her first husband, Bobert Cleere, Esq., j: and for her second 
husband. Sir John Fineux, Lord Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench. § There are no descents from the marriage of Philippa 
Paston with Andrew Hugard, and of Elizabeth Paston with 
Bobert Cleere ; but from the marriage of Elizabeth, the 

* ThiB Sir John Paston waa buried in the White Friara' Church, at 
Norwich. 

t The coat of Hugard ia, Azure, a aun, or. 

X The coat of Cletre is, Argent, on a fesse azure, three eagles displayed, or. 

% The coat of Fineux is. Vert, a cheyron between three eaglea displayed, 
or, dacally crowned gales. 
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widow of Robert Cleere, with Sir Jolm Fineux there are the 
following descents, viz. : 1. William Fineux, of Heme in the 
county of Kent, Esq., who married Friswide, daughter of 
Sir John Norton, Knight ; S. John Fineux, of Heme, Esq,. 

who married daughter of Morley ; 3. Sir John 

Smith, of Ostenhanger in Kent, Knight, who married Eliza- 
beth, daughter and heir of John Fineux, Esq. ; 4. Sir Thomas 
Smith, Knight of the Bath, Viscount Strangford in Ireland, 
who died June 30, 1635, having married Barbara, daughter 
of Sobert Sydney Earl of Leicester ; and, 6. Philip Viscount 

Strangford, who married Lady , daughter of Robert 

Sydney, second Earl of Leicester of that family. The coats 
of all these descents are duly blazoned. 

We next come (page 28) to Sin William Paston, of Pas- 
ton, £[night, son and heir of the last-named Sir John Paston. 
His coat of twelve quarterings impales the coat of Bridget 
his wife, the daughter of Sir Henry Heydon, Knight.* Con- 
cerning this Sir William Paston, Sandford writes : 

'^ The warrant and letter following, under the Eang's hand 
and scale, remains in the custody of Edward Paston, Esq^, 
and were delivered to him by his uncle Clement. 

" Hbkry, by the grace of God Kinge of Ligland and of 
France, & Lord of Irelond : To all manner of Officers, Minis- 
ters, and subjects, these our letters heringe or seinge, gretinge. 
Wheras we have appointed our trusty and welbeloved ser- 
vant, William Paston, E8q^, to do unto us service of warr 
with a certen number of men under his retinue. We let yow 
wete that we by these presents licence the said William to 
retaine such and as many of our subjects hable for the warr, 
as of their own free will wil be content to do unto us service 
at our wags, under his retinue, without any manner domage 
or other danger to ensue unto him, or to any of the psons by 

* The coat of Seydan is, Quarterly, argent and gules, a cross engrailed, 
counter-charged. 
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him to be in this behalfe retayned^ any act or statute made to 
the contrary notwithstandinge. Yeven under o' signet at our 
Palleys of Westm'^ the xij*** day of February, the thirde yere 
of o^ reigne.*' * 4 

"Henry the Eighth, by the grace of God Kinge of 
England and of Fraunce, Defensor of the faith, and Lord of 
Ireland: To all Justices, Mayers, Shreiffs, Bayliffs, Constables, 
and all other our Officers, Ministers, and subjects, these our 
letters hereinge. or seinge, & to every of them, gretinge. We 
lett yow wete that we by these presents have authorised com- 
anded our trusty servant, S' William Paston, Eji*, whome 
we have appointed to accompany and attend our r* trusty & 
welbeloved the Lord Bosse, Warden of our east and middle 
for ageinst Scotland, and his assignee bearer hereof, to take 
for us and in our name, at our wags and price, in all placs 
within this o'* Realme, as well within franchises and liberties 
as without such, and as many carts and horse as our seid ser- 
vant or his seid assignye Berer hereof shall thinke requisite 
and behovefull for the spedye conveyance of all such ordnance, 
artiUerye, & other necessaryes which we have assigned & 
appointed to be by him carried & conveyed unto the said 
Marches of Scotland,! for the better surety and defence therof 
at all times. Wherefore we will and comand yow and every 
of yow, that unto our said servant, or his seid assignye the 
Bearer in the due execution of this o^ authoritye & comande- 
ment, yow be aydinge, strengthninge, supportinge, & assist- 
inge from time to time, as the case shall require, as yow 
and every of yow tender our pleasure, and will avoyde the 
contrary at yo'" pills. Yeven under our signet at o'^ Manner 

* Henry VIII. began his reign in April, 1509, and on the 4th Feb]:uar}r, 
1512, the Parliament voted aupplies for the war which had been declared 
against France. 

t In 1523, the 14th year of his reign, Henry VIII. marched a powerful 
army into Scotland, for the purpose of compelling the Scots to renounce their 
alliance with France. 
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of Grenewiche the xxiij** of Maye, the xiiij*** yere of our 
reigne." 

Sandford adds the following copy of a letter from Henry 
VIII., " to onr trusty and welbeloved S' William Paston, 
Kn*., the Baylifes of the Town of Crreat Yarmouthy and the 
BayUfes of ike Synk Ports/^ viz. : 

"By the King. — Trusty and welbeloved, we grete yow 
well, signifieinge unto you that advertisem^ is made unto us 
what jopdy we have ben in, besides the other bodilye paynes 
and labours we have sustayned for the preservacon as well of 
the Vice Admirall belonging to our derest brother and nephew 
Th'empo' & his people, * as also in the recoveringe of such 
ther Artillery & other goods which had ben totally lost and 
pished, but onely for yo' helps & socours ; for the which yo' 
painfull labours and diligent acquittaills herein used we yeve 
unto yow our hearty thanks, assuring yow, that ye have done 
unto us herein full thankfall service & pleasure to your great 
lawde and praise. Yeven tinder o' signet at our Castle of 
Windsore the xvij*^ day of October." 

Then comes (page 28) Philip Paston, the youngest son of 
the last-named Sir John Paston, who married Anne, "daugh- 
ter and heir of Giggs, of Norfolk." His coat impales 

that of his wife.f There does not appear to have been any 
issue of this marriage. 

Then comes (page 29) Clement Paston, the fourth son of 
the marriage of Sir William Peyton and Bridget Heydon. 
His coat impales the coat of his wife AUce, the daughter of 



* This subject is referred to at page 356 of Swinden's Hiatory of Yarmouth; 
and at pages 28 and 86 of Mr. Charles J. Pahner's edition of the Hittory of 
TamunUh, by Henry Manahip, the elder. 

t The ooat of Oiyyt is, Sable, a fret argent, a chief cheqiiy, argent and 
sable. 
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Pakington.*" There is no issue recorded of this mar- 
riage. Of this Clement Paston^ Sandford says : 

" Clement Paston. fourth sonn to the abovenamed S' Wil- 
liam Paston, Kn^, was a man of great stomache and courage. 
He served Einge Henry the eight diyers times in his warr^ 
both by land and sea. He was at the burning of Conquet, 
a tawiie in JEraiice, when he was but a very younge man. 
After that he was made a Captaine of one of the Kinge's 
shipps of warr, and in a battell fought by sea betweene the 
French and English, he took a gaily of the Kinge of France, 
and in it he took prisoner the Admirall of France, called 
Baron S^ Blancard, whome he brought into Inglande, and 
kept him at Castor by Yarmouth till he paid for his ransome 
seayen thousand crownes over and beside the spoile of the 
said gallye, where among other things he had a cuppe and 
two snakes of gould, which were the said Baron S^ Blancard's, 
the which during his life he did upon high daies weare, and 
after left the same as a monimi^ to his name. He served at 
Museleborough field in Scotlande, where he received divers 
wounds, being left almost for dead in the field. After that 
he served at Newhaven, where he was Captaine of some of 
the Queen's shipps. The rest of his life he spent in the 
Court, where he was Pensioner to foure Kinges and Queens, 
viz^ : Kinge Henry, Kinge Edward, Queene Mary, and 
Queene Elizabeth. In his latter yeares he gave himself to 
live quietly in the countrye of Norff. where he was borne ; 
& at a Manner called Oxned, which was given him by his 
father, he built a goodly faire house, wherein he kept great 
hospitallye, as well for the poore as in entertaining of gen- 
tlemen of good account; where he died, after he had lived 
fuU fourscore yeres, leaving behind him great wealth, which 
hie did very wisely bequeath by his Will to divers good and 
godly uses. He gave unto three sons of Edward Paston, 

* The coat of FahxngUin is, Per cheyron, Bftble and argent, in cMef three 
mullets, or, and in baae as many garba gnles. 
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£sq% his nephew, better than three hundred pounds a yeare 
of inheritance, and to divers of his senrants six score pounds 
a y^are in annuities during their lives. He appointed a 
house to be built at Ozned for six poore servinge men, such 
as should hereafter serve his name, assigneing conveniens 
londe for the maintenance of the said serving men, and so 
to continue for ever. He appointed himselfe to be buried 
in a faire tombe in Oxned Church, where he resteth, most 
worthy to be remembered by his name for the worthyness 
in him above menconed." * 

Page SO displays the coat of John Paston, the second son 
of the marriage of Sir William Paston with Bridget Heydon. 
In the label over his coat it is stated that he was living in 



* dement Paston, died 18th February, 1697. Henry YIII. called him his 
Champion ; the Protector Duke of Somerset, his Soldier ; Queen Mary, her 
Seaman ; and Queen Elizabeth, her Father. Blomefield, Eutory of Norfolk^ 
Vol. YI., p. 488, gives a copy of his Will. He ** desires his body to be laid 
in the earth, in the chancel of the parish church of Oxnead ; his funeral not 
to be costly, nor over-sumptuous, but decent and christian-likei according to 
his degree and calling : a fah and convenient tomb to be made over his body, 
and his and his wife's arms to be engraven thereon." The tomb, which is of 
the altar-shape and fashion of the time, displays the figure of Clement Pas- 
ton in complete armour, except that the head has no helmet, lying on a pallet. 
The figure of his wife kneels by the side. His own arms impaling those of 
his wife, and the Paston shield in all its quarterings, ornament the tomb. On 
the wall-piece is a long metrical display of the fEone of the deceased, in which 
the great act of his life is thus recorded^ 

** A peer of France, in spite of all hie betters. 
He took in fight, and brought him home in fetters." 

There is an etching of the tomb in the <* Historical Sketch of Caister Castle.'' 
Oznead church may be said to abound in monuments and other mementos 
of the Paston family ; all of them n^lected, and all in a state of sad decay. 
The " Historical Sketch " gives also an etching of Oxnead HaU when in its 
foil splendour. It must have been a large and stately mansion, in the Eliza- 
bethan ftyle. What remains of it, and the remains are but small, is sadly 
dilapidated : in sympathy, we may almost fancy, with the lost name of its 
fionner ownezs. 
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1572^ and that he was of Huntingfield in the county of {sic) 

Norfolk. His first wife was , daughter of , and no 

coat of this first marriage impales the husband's. His second 

wife was Anne^ daughter of Moulton;* and Bridget^ 

the daughter and heiress by this second marriage^ wedded 
Sir Edward Coke, Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, 
whose coat impales the coat of Paston. f 

Page 30 also displays the coat of Sir Thomas Paston, 
the third son of the marriage of Sir WiMiam Paston with 
Bridget Heydon, He married Agnes, " ^2L\x^t,ei & heir to 
Sir John Leigh," and his coat impales hers.^ I copy, on the 
opposite page^ the descent of Sir Thomas Paston's marriage 
with Agnes Leigh. 

Page 31 displays the shield of Anne Paston, the second 
daughter of the marriage of Sir William Paston and Bridget 
Heydon, impaling that of her husband. Sir Thomas Tindall, 
Knight.§ It does not appear that there was issue of this mar- 
riage, or, rather, there is none recorded. 

Page 31 also displays the coat of Elizabeth, the third 
daughter of the marriage of Sir William Paston and Bridget 
Heydon, impaling that of her husband. Sir Francis Leeke, 
Knight. II Sir Francis Leeke was grandfather of Sir Francis 
Leeke the first Lord Daincourt and Earl of Scarsdale ; and 



* The coat of MouUon is, Bany of aix, aable and argent in chief^ three 
annulets of the second. 

t Sandford gires no history or particular of the Paston Family subse- 
quently to the time of Clement Paston, the fourth son of the marriage of 
Sir WiUiam Paston and Bridget Heydon. 

X The coat of Leigh is, Gules a cross, within a bordure engrailed argent. 

} The coat of Tindall is, Argent a fesse dancett^e gules, in chief three 
crescents, gules. 

II The coat of Leeke is. Argent on a saltire engrailed, nine annulets, or. 
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the descent of the marriage of Sir Francis Leeke with Mar- 
garet FastOQ is given in the direct male line^ together with 
the alliances^ to Robert Lord Daincourt^ son and heir of Ni- 
cholas Earl of Scarsdale^ who married Mary^ second daughter 
and coheir of Sir John Lewis, of Ledston, in Yorkshire, 
Baronet. 

In page 32, we have the coat of Maey Paston, \h.e fourth 
daughter of Sir William Paston and Bridget Heydon^ im- 
paling the coat of her husband. Sir John Chaworth, Knight.* 
There appears to have been no issue of this marriage: at 
least none is recorded. 

Page 32 also displays the coat of Margaret Paston, the 

fifth daughter of the marriage of Sir William Paston and 

Bridget Heydon, impaling the coat of her husband, John 

Leeke, t the second brother of the above-mentioned Sir 

Francis Leeke. No issue is recorded of this marriage. 

Page 33 has the coat of Eleanor Paston, the eldest 
daughter of the marriage of Sir William Paston and Bridget 
Hegdon^ impaling the coat of her husband, Thomas Earl of 
Rutland,:^ who in the label over his coat is described as the 
^^ son of George Manners Lord Boos, by Anne, daughter of 
S' Thomas S* Leger, Kn*., & Anne Dutchess of Exeter, 
sister to King £dw. 4." From this marriage there is a long 
line of descents extending to six pages, and illustrated by 
forty-nine coats of arms, of noble families having a share of 



* The coat of Chaworih is, Azure, two chevrons or. 

t The coat of Leeke is, I need not say, like that described above, but differ- 
enced by a crescent. 

X The coat of Mannere is. Or, two bars azure, a chief quarterly azure and 
gules ; on the first and fourth two fleurs-de-lis or ; on the second and third 
a lion of England. 
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Paston blood. I do not feel it necessary to enter upon the 
particulars of these descents. Let it suffice for me to say, 
that in the descents from this marriage of Eleanor Faston 
with Thomas Earl of Rutland^ are comprised the noble fa- 
milies of Capel Earl of Essex, Talbot Earl of Shrewsbury^ 
Howard Earl of Arundel and Surrey, Howard Duke of Nor- 
folk, Howard Earl of Norwich, Nevill Lord Abergavenny, 
Fane Earl of Westmorland, Savage Earl Bivers, Yilliers 
Duke of Buckingham, Fortescue, Cecil Earl of Exeter, Cecil 
Earl of Salisbury, Watson Lord Bockingham, Annesly Earl 
of Anglesey, and Ashley Earl of Shaftesbury. The descents 
appear to be carried down to the time when Sandford com- 
piled his book. 

We now (page 38) come to Erasmus Faston, the eldest 
son and heir of the marriage of his father. Sir WiUiam 
Paston, with Bridge Heydon, His coat, of the twelve quar- 
terings, impales the coat of his wife Mary, daughter of Sir 
Thomas Windham, of Felbrigge, in the county of Norfolk, 
Ejit.* From this marriage follow the descents and coats of 
Thomas Paston, a younger son, who died without issue, and 
of Edmund Faston, another younger son, who also died 
without issue ; and then follow the coats of the daughters of 
this marriage, impaling the coats of their husbands, viz. : 
Eleanor or Anne, the eldest daughter, who married Edward 
Echingham; Frances, the second daughter, who married Tho^ 
mas Grosse, Esq. ; and Gertrude, the youngest daughter, who 
* married William Beade, of Norwich, Esq.f 



* The coat of Windham is, Azure, a cheTron between three liona' heads 
erased, or. Erasmus Paston and Mary Windham, his wife, are both buried 
at Paston. 

t The coat of Eehingham is, Azure, a fret argent ; of Grotag, Quarterly 
argent and azure, on a bend sable, 3 martlets, or ; and of Reade, Azure, on a< 
bend wayy argent, three Cornish choughs proper within a bordure engrailed 
charged with tdrteaux. 
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In page 40, we have the coat of Sir William Pastok, 
Knight,* the eldest son and heir of the marriage of his 
father, Erasmus Paston, Esq., with Mary Windham. His 
coat impales the coat of his wife, Frances, the daughter of Sir 
Thomas Cleere, of Stokesby, in Norfolk, Knight.f From this 
marriage follow the descents and coats of Wulstan, the second 
son, who died without issue, and of Anne Fasten, who mar- 
ried Sir George Chaworth, of Wiverton, in the County of 
Nottingham, Knight.}: Elizabeth, the daughter and heiress 
of the marriage of Sir George Chaworth and Anne Faston, 
married Sir William Cope, of Hanwell, in the county of 
Oxford, Knight ; and of this marriage of Sir William Cope 
with Elizabeth Chaworth, the descent is carried (but in a 
different hand) to Sir John Cope, of Hanwell, Baronet, who 
was living in the year 1690. 

We then come (page 41) to Christopher Faston, Esq., 
the eldest son and heir of the marriage of his father, SSr 
William Paston, with Fi'ances Cleere, He married Anne, 
** daughter of Fhillipp Audley, of Falgrave, in com. Nor- 
ffolke, Esq., son and heir of Edmond Audley." Christopher 
Faston's coat of twelve quarterings impales the coat of his 
wife. § 

On the same page (41) is the coat of Sir Edmund Faston, 
Knight, the son and only child of the marriage of Christopher 

* Sir William Faston founded the Grammar School at North Walsham, 
and lies buried in the church there under a beautiful monimient. Hia 
hatchment is to be found in Yarmouth church, in remembrance of a lasting 
benefaction to the poor of that town. 

t The coat of Cleert is like that described above, yiz., Argent, on a fesse 
azure, three eagles displayed, or. 

X The coat of Chaworth is similar to that described above, viz.. Azure, two 
chevrons, or. 

§ The coat of AudUy is. Quarterly, first and fourth gules a fret or, and 
second and third ermine a chevron gules, differenced by a crescent. 
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Paston with Anne Audley. Sir Edmund Paston's coat, of 
twelve quarterings, impales the coat of his wife, Katherine, 
the daughter of Sir Thomas Knyyet, of Ashwelthorpe, in 
the county of Norfolk, Knight.* 

Page 42 displays the coat of Sir William Paston, 
Baronet, t eldest son of the marriage of the last-named Sir 
Edmund Paston and Katherine Knyvet Sir William Pas- 
ton's coat, of twelve quarterings, impales the coat of his wife, 
Lady Katherine Bertie, daughter of Robert Earl of Lindsay, 
Lord Willoughby of Eresby, Lord High Chamberlain, &c. J 

At page 43, is the coat of Thomas Paston, the second son 
of the marriage of Sir Edmund Peyton with Katherine Knyvet 
It is stated that he died without issue. 

I return to page 42 for the coat, of twelve quarterings, of 
Sir Robert Paston, Knight and Baronet, the eldest son of 
the marriage of his father. Sir William Paston, with Lady 
Katherine Bertie. % In the label over his coat, of twelve 
quarterings, it is stated that he was born 29th May, 1631, 
and that, on the 19th of August, 1673, he was created Baron 
Paston of Paston and Viscount Yarmouth. His coat im- 
pales the coat of Rebecca, his wife, who is described as being 



^ The coat of Knyvei is, Argent, a bend sable within a bordure engrailed 
of the same, differenced by a crescent, or. Katherine Knyret is buried at 
Paston. 

t Sir William Paston was created a Baronet 8 th June, 1641. He was 
buried at Paston. 

X The coat of Bertie is, Argent, three battering-rams barwise, in pale sable, 
headed azure, homed and garnished, or. 

^ The younger children of the marriage of Sir WHUam Ptuton with Lady 
KaiksrinB Bertie, are given at page 43, as follows : viz., William Paston, 
second son, bom at Oxnead, March 10, 1633 ; John Paston, third son, bom 
Hay 26, 1635 ; Elizabeth Paston, bom July 3, 1629 ; Katherine Paston, bom 
December 22, 1632 ; and Paston, bom December 22, 1636. 

[vol. IV.] E 
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the second daughter of Sir Jasper Clayton, Knight, and Mary, 
his wife, the daughter of William Tompson, of Tinmouth 
Castle, in the county of Northumberland. * The descents of 
this marriage are given as in the Pedigree, and therefore there 
is no need to repeat them. Coats are blazoned for all the 
children. It is stated of Hieronimo Alberto di Conti, who 
married Margaret, the eldest daughter, that he was a noble 
Venetian, and that he "derived from Pietro Francisco Al- 
berto di Conti, created Earle and Palatine of the Lateran 
Palace and the Imperial Consistory, by the Emperor Frederic 
III., 5th June, 145S, and first year of his empire." f 

The writing of the next page (page 44) is evidently in a 
different hand from all that has gone before, but the blazonry 
of the coats would seem to be by the same artist. In 1679, 
being five years after the completion of the early part of 
Sandford's labours, Robert Viscount Yarmouth was raised to 
the dignity of Earl of Yarmouth, and, in consequence of this 
addition to the family honours, his and his wife's coats are 
again displayed, surmounted by an Earl's coronet. It is stated 
in the label over his coat that he was Lord Lieutenant and 
Vice- Admiral of Norfolk, and that he died March 8, 1682. { 

Of the younger children of the marriage of Robert, first 

* The coat of Clayton is, Argent, a cross engrailed sable between four 
torteauz. 

t The coat of di Conti is, Quarterly gules and argent. 

% There is a -large and weU-known engraTing, by Yanderbanc, of Robert 
Earl of Yarmouth. Granger (Biographical History of England^) gires the 
foUowing account of him, viz. : ** Robert Earl of Yarmouth, son of Sir Wm. 
Paston, of Oxnead, by Catherine, daughter of Robert Bertie Earl of lindsey, 
possessed many virtues as well as ornamental and amiable qualities, and was 
one of the most learned and polite among the nobility. He was so zealous 
a cavalier, that he, in his father's lifetime, distressed himself to supply 
Charles II. with money in his exile. He was so devoted to the court that he 
was threatened with an impeachment by the popular party, though they had 
nothing material to lay to his charge, and no man was more capable of defend- 
ing himself to advantage. About eight years before his death he was attacked 
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Earl of Yarmouth, with Sebecca Clayton, it is merely said 
in the labels over their coats, that Robert PastoUy the second 
son, married, 1. Hester, daughter of Sir William Mainwaring, 
Knight, slain in the service of King Charles I. in the defence 
of the city of Chester ; and, 2. Anne, daughter and coheir of 
Philip Harbour, Esq., son and heir of Sir Charles Harbour, 
Knight, of neither of which marriages is any issue recorded ; 
that Jasper Paston, the third son, died without issue ; that 
John Paston and Edmond Pastotiy the fourth and fifth sons, 
were dead; that Thomas Paston^ the sixth son, married 
Dorothy, the fourth daughter and coheir of Edward Darcie, 
Esq., and widow of Sir William Rooksby, Knight, and was 
drowned at sea, leaving issue a son, Bobert Paston, who was 
captain of a man of war, and Rebecca Paston, who married 
Sir Stafford Fairbone, Knight, an admiral; that there was 
issue of the marriage of Margaret Paston, the eldest daughter, 
and Hieronimo Alberto di Conti; and that the remaining 
daughters, viz., Mary Paston, Katherine Paston, and Eliz- 
abeth Paston, died all three unmarried. 

We next come, at page 44 — and here the genealogical part 
of the MS. closes — ^to the coat of William Earl of Yar- 
MOTTTH, the eldest son of the marriage of his father, Robert 
Earl of YarmotUh, with Rebecca Clayton, He was Treasurer 
of the Household to King James II. and died in December, 
1732, having married, for his first wife, Charlotte Jemima 
Henrietta Maria, natural daughter of Eling Charles II. by 
Viscountess Shannon, who died in 1684 ; and, 2, Elizabeth, 
the third daughter of Dudley Lord North, of Cartlage, the 

by seTeral roffianB, who Bhot five bullets into his coach, and one into his body. 
He had snch a sense of his providential escape, that he solemnly kept an 
anniyersary thanksgiving upon that day, to the end of his life. He was 
exemplary in the duties of religion, and expressed a strong sense of it at the 
approach of death. He died on the 8th of March, 1682, aged 51 years, and 
was buried at Oimead." 

E 2 
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relict of Sir Robert Wiseman, Knight, Doctor of Civil Law.* 
The following issue is recorded of the first marriage, viz., 
Charles Lord Faston, eldest son, ^^ born in the King's palace 
at Whitehall 29 May, 1678, to whom were godfathers King 
Charles II. and the Duke of York, and the Viscountesses 
Yarmouth and Shannon godmothers ; " William Paston, se- 
cond son, ^' bom 1677, deceased in his father's life without 
issue;" William Paston, third son, " born 1682, deceased in 
the life of his father without issue ; " Lady Charlotte Paston, 
borne 14th February, 1675, " married Thomas Hyme, Esq., 
of Heverland in Norfolk;" and Lady Bebecca Faston, born 
14th January, 1681, " married Sir John Holland, Baronet, of 
Quiddenham in the county of Norfolk." Charles Lord Faston 
died in his father's lifetime; and thus, the male issue of 
Robert Faston, the first Baron Faston, Viscount Yarmouth, 
and Earl of Yarmouth, having failed, those titles became 

extinct, t 

* No coat is given for the /irtt wife of William Earl of Tarmouth, who 
appears to hare been sometimes called Boyle and sometimes Fits Koy before 
her marriage. The coat of North, the second wife, is Azure, a lion passant, 
or, between three fleurs-de-lis argent. 

t I am indebted to Sir Charles George Toung, Oarter, for the following 

descent of the daughters of William Earl of Yarmouth : yiz, 

William Paston, Earl of Yarmouth,= 
died 1732. S. P. M. S. 



n " 1 

Thomas Hyme,=Charlotte,=Major Rebecca,=Sir John Holland, 



of Heverland, 
ob. 30 Oct., 
1736. 



bom Waiden. youngest dau. 
14 Feb., and co-heir, 

1675. bom 14 Jan., 

1681, bur. at 
Quiddenham. 



TT 



of Quiddenham, 

Bart. 

Wm, 1724. 



Paston Heme, Sir William= dau. of Isabella. Charlotte. 

son & heir,ob. s.p., Holland, .... Upton, Diana, 

when Heverland .' buried at a Spanish 

went to Everard: Quiddenham. merchant. 

Buckworth Heme. : Will, 1 729. 



Ann, natural daughter, marr. at Edinburgh, April, 1760, 
Sir Everard Buckworth Buckworth, Bart., who assumed 
the sumame of Heme, confirmed by Royal Licence, 
12 Dec. 1806. 
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The remaining contents of the MS. will have but a short 
notice. Page 53 displays the Paston coat with its supporters, 
and a copy of the certificate of Sir R. S* George, Clarenceux 
King of Arms, dated 20th February, 1634, that William 
Paston, Esq., the chief heir male of the family, and the 
chief heir male of the family successively, may have such 
supporters. Page 55 has a copy of the Patent of Peerage 
for the dignities of Baron Paston and Viscount Yarmouth, 
dated 29th August, 25 Charles II. Page 57 displays the Pas- 
ton coat of twelve quarterings, surmounted Vith a Viscount's 
coronet. Pages 60 and 61 display the paternal and maternal 
ancestors of Robert the first Viscount to the time of Sir Wil- 
liam Paston, his great great grandfather. These pages are 
enriched with thirty-one coats. Page 63 has a copy of the 
Patent of Peerage for the dignity of Earl of Yarmouth, dated 
SOth July, 31 Charles II. Page 65 displays the Paston coat, 
of twelve quarterings, surmounted by an Earl's coronet. 
Page 67 has the copy of a Deed of Sale, from Sichard the 
son of Ralph de Paston, of certain pieces of Land at Paston. 
The deed is without date : on the seal is a fleur-de-lis with 
the words " sl. Ricardi de Pastunke " round it. Page 68 
has another copy of a Deed of Sale, from the same Richard 
the son of Ralph de Paston, with the like seal and superscrip- 
tion. At page 70 we have the copy of a speech made by 
Sir Robert Paston, afterwards Lord Yarmouth, in Parliament, 
in 1665, on moving a vote for two millions and a half to 
enable King Charles II. to prosecute the Dutch war.* Page 



* The speech is brief, earnest, and well prepared ; and at the end is the 
following note in a hand-writing similar to that which occurs at pp. 44 and 
45 of the MS., viz : ** The House of Commons upon this speech passed a 
▼ote for the said summe of two millions and an halfe, and ordered that 
S*" Robert Paston should have the honour to present the Bill to his Majesty 
in the House of Lords, which he did accordingly with his own hands. And 
the same night the King sent for him to Whitehall, and in his bed-chamber 
expressed to the said S' Robert Paston all the kindness imaginable for this 
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71 has a copy of the King's Warrant to Robert Viscount 
Yarmouth, under the " Act for Ordering the Forces in the 
several Counties in this Kingdom;" and firom pages 72 to 
76 is a copy of the Eling's Commission to Robert Viscount 
Yarmouth, as Vice- Admiral of the County of Norfolk. The 
remaining pages are occupied with an index of names : and 
thus ends my account of the contents of the MS. 

This beautiful volume is bound in blue velvet In the fly- 
leaf is the following note, viz. : ^^ this book is the property of 
Marmaduke Tunstall, of Wycliffe, in the County of York, 
Esq., he having lent it to me, Ralph Bigland, Garter Principal 
King of Arms." Under the note are these words, " Presented 
by Marmaduke Tunstall, Esq., to John Cade, 1789." Mr. 
Cade's book-plate is in the usual place within the cover. The 
Duke of Newcastle is not aware of the time when his late 
father added this volume to the splendid collection of books 
and MSS. at Clumber.* 

When I began this paper, it was, I may repeat, my in- 
tention to confine myself to the contents of Sandford's MS. 
I have broken through my intention by giving some few 
notes of my own, because I thought them in a degree ne- 
cessary. As I went on, I felt inclined to add more notes. 



his great senrice to the Crown." Mrs. Macaulay {History of England, Vol. YI. , 
p. 179) says of Sir Robert Paston on this occasion, *' that Ministers could 
only find this one tool who would Tenture to make the motion ; " but she ad- 
mits that the minority against the vote was insignificant. 

* I obserre with pleasure that the Buke of Newcastle has a good share of 
Paston blood; his Grace's maternal ancestor, Catherine, the eldest daughter 
and coheiress of the Bight Honorable Henry Pelham, being a grand-daughter 
of John second Duke of Rutland, who was a lineal descendant of the mar- 
riage of Thomas Earl of Rutland and Eleanor Paston, the eldest daughter of- 
Sir William Paston and Bridget Heydon. Eleanor Paston died in 1651. 
Neither Mr. Felham, nor X^idy Catherine Manners his wife, was bom when 
Sandford compiled his genealogy. 



\ 
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and thereby to enlarge the history of the long Faston line 
with all the information that I could meet with. It is pos- 
sible^ that by so doing, I might have made this dry paper 
(but all genealogical papers must be dry) more acceptable to 
the members of our Society, and more worthy of the Duke 
of Newcastle's kindness. If there ought to be more notes, 
I must apologize for the few I have given ; but perhaps the 
best course would be that I should apologize for giving any. 

It was my wish to have furnished a specimen of the 
heraldic illustrations, but I found a selection difficult, if not 
impossible. I have given the tinctures of every coat which 
bore upon the direct line of Pedigree. 

I may add that on the death of William Earl of Yarmouth 
in 1732, all his broad ancestral acres were sold, and his rich 
effects passed into other hands. The Faston family, once so 
numerous and powerful in the eastern part of Norfolk, and 
which is recorded by probably more frequent monuments 
and sepulchral brasses than any other family in the kingdom, 
is now believed to be nearly extinct, or may soon become so, 
unless some rising Sandford should gather up the scattered 
firagments of evidence, and re-connect the Fedigree. 

Francis Worship. 

Qreat Tannoiith, 

January, 1852. 



F.S. — ^I ought to have stated, in my mention of the grant 
of twelve pence by Bichard the son of Balphc de Faston, to 
God and the Church of St. Andrew of Bromholme and the 
Monks there (page 6), that such rent-charge was to be for 
ever employed in keeping the Church-books in repair : ^' ad 
emendacon libroi? diet ecctie de Bromholme." F. W. 
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NOTICE OP THE 



Cnminnit $td nf tjj! W^rit fnm of Xxfiu, 

BY 

THE REV. C. R. MANNING. M. A., Hok. Sbc. 



The Seal, of which a representation is here given, was 
obtained too late for the Lynn Meeting ; but firom its interest 
in connection with that town, it has been thought desirable 
that a notice of it should be given to the Society. No im- 
pression is known to remain at Lynn, and an engraving of it 
has never hitherto appeared. The original is in the possession 
of Miss Wickins, of the Close, Salisbury, where it was exhi- 
bited at the Meeting of the Archaeological Institute in 1849. 
It was described as having been dug up in the Isle of Thanet, 
and formerly belonged to the father of the present owner, 
who wajB a collector of curiosities, and possessed also a covered 
tankard of wood, once Sir Isaac Newton's, of which he sent 
an account to the Gentteman^a Magazine for 1802, p. 316. 
The editors of the new edition of Dugdale's MonasHcon ap- 
pear to have been acquainted with the existence of the Seal, 
as an impression, in the hands of one of them, is mentioned 
in Vol. VI., p. 1673 : but no description is given of it. It 
was probably in Caley's collection of impressions, now at 
Middle Hill; for in the Catalogue of his Drawings of Seals 
is the following item : No. 746, '' Drawing from the Common 
Seal of Lynne White Friars, by Howlett, very fine ; Founded 



1.SEA1 or THE CARMELITES OF lYJTN. 
Z.SECRETUM OF' ROaEB. B190D, *T KARL OF NORFCLK. {F.9 
3. aTJJ. OF ROBERT DK liONTAIJ: OF BIS1N3. 
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ante 45 Hen. III." The catalogue does not farther describe 
it, but there can be little doubt that it is the same. For the 
above particulars I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. Albert 
Way. 

The House of the Carmelite or White Friars of Lynn was 
situated in All Saints' parish^ or South Lynn. The only re- 
maining portion of it is a Gateway of the thirteenth century^ 
in Friars Street. It is stated by Speed to have been foimded 
by Lord Bardolf, Lord Scales^ and Sir John de Wigenhale, 
Knt, in 1S69. Other authorities say that these were only 
benefactors, and that the founder was Thomas de Folsham or 
Feltham, who also founded the Grey Friary in 1264.* The 
latter account would appear to be the more correct, as in 1260 
William de Breton was a benefactor to the White Friars. 
The character of the Seal is of about this period, and is well 
worthy to be perpetuated by an engraving. It is circular, 
and contains a double niche, with pinnacles and trefoiled 
canopies, supported on a basement of masonry. Within are 
two full-length figures looking towards each other; one re- 
presenting the Virgin and Child, and the other S. Margaret, 
with her cross-staff piercing the dragon. Above the canopies 
are the star and crescent, or sun and moon, so common in 
ancient seals, and in other works in metal, the meaning of 
which has not been fully investigated: it may be that they 
have a reference to the trade or fraternity concerned in their 
manufacture ; but it appears to me more probable that it was 
simply a method of denoting the sky or heavens in the back- 
ground, on the principle of a part for the whole, a common 
conventional practice in mediaeval design generally. The 
legend round the Seal is as follows : s' commvn' fr^m 
d' carmelo len' — " The Common Seal of the Carmdite 
Friars of Lynn!^ The style and character of the whole are 
much in accordance with the Town Seals of Ljmn, and^ in 

* Taylor's Index ManasHeut, p. 41. 
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both, the figare of S. Margaret occupies a conspicuous posi- 
tion, as the patron Saint of the town. It is one proof, among 
many others, of the value of the Local Meetings of our Ar- 
chaeological Societies, that they bring to light objects of in- 
terest, such as the present, in connection with county history 
and antiquities, which might otherwise lie forgotten in some 
distant quarter, and never be made available to illustrate the 
scene and period to which they properly belong. 



r 
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CASTLE RISING 

BT 

HENBT HABROD, Hox. Sbc. 



At the Lynn Meeting in 1849 an excursion was made by 

le Members of the Society to Castle Rising, when Papers 

the History and Antiquities of the Castle were read : it 

never^ howerer, intended that the subject should there 

It, but that further investigations should be prosecuted 
rhikt the matter was firesh on the mind. 

One of the objects of such excursions to celebrated niins is, 
to bespeak the attention of Archaeologists to them, that a desire 
may be excited for further inquiry after original information 
respectmg them, and that errors, which may have been made 
when such subjects were less understood and documents not 
60 readily accessible as at present, may be detected and cor- 
rected. And although such researches may not in every 
instance be very fruitful, still none, zealously conducted, can 
be altogether barren : some points of importance are almost 
certain to have been overlooked, some things to have been 
misunderstood or misinterpreted. 

Mr. A. Swatman's Paper, on the Descent of the Castle and 
Honour of Bising, will shortly appear in the pages of our 
Journal; meantime, I would lay before the Society some 
documentary evidence relating to the Castle and its History 
which has come to my hands, and make a few observations 
upon it, and also upon the construction and arrangement of 
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the Castle Buildings. At the same time I shotild state, with 
respect to the docoments of most importance, — those fur- 
nished me for the purpose of assisting in the elucidation of 
an historical question of much interest, — that I can claim no 
credit for bringing them into public notice. 

Shortly after the meeting, a series of extracts from the 
Patent Bolls was kindly forwarded to us by Sir Francis Pal- 
grave, through Mr. Dawson Turner, V. P., all having refer- 
ence to one particular portion of the History of Rising — the 
supposed imprisonment and death of Queen Isabella there. 

It will doubtless be remembered that Rising has been most 
usually pointed out, both by the early chroniclers and modem 
historians, as the place of imprisonment and of the death of 
Isabella, queen of Edward II. After Mortimer's execution, 
on the 29th November in the 4th year of Edward the Third's 
reign, we are told that " the Queen Mother was deprived of 
her enormous jointure, and shut up in her Castle of Rising, 
where she spent the remaining twenty-seven years of her life 
in obscurity. Edward, however, paid her a respectful visit 
at least once a year, and allowed her £3,000, and afterwards 
£4,000, for her annual expences." It is remarkable that 
Blomefield, who repeats the story of her twenty-seven years' 
imprisonment and death at this place, prints, but a few pages 
further on. Letters Patent under her hand, appointing John 
de Herling Constable of Rising, dated from her ^^ Castle of 
Hertford," in the 20th year of Edward III. 

Miss Strickland quotes and adopts the account of Froissart 
much to the same effect, adding, that " Castle Rising was the 
place where Queen Isabella was destined to spend the long 
years of her widowhood ; " that " during the first two years 
her seclusion was most rigorous, but in 1332 her condition 
was ameliorated," and quotes a notice of a ^^ Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham " from the Lynn Records ; and her account of 
her thus concludes : *' Isabella died at Castle Rising, August 
22nd, 1358, aged 63. She chose the church of the Grey Friars, 
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where the mangled remains of her paramour Mortimer had 
been buried eight-and-twenty years previously, for the place 
of her interment ; and, carrying her characteristic hypocrisy 
even to the grave, she was buried with the heart of her mur- 
dered husband on her breast. King Edward [gave his mother 
a pompous funeral,* and] issued a precept to the Sheriffs of 
London and Middlesex, November 20th, to cleanse the streets 
from dirt and all impurities, and to gravel Bishopsgate Street 
and Aldgate against the coming of the body of his dearest 
mother. Queen Isabella, and directs the officers of his Exche- 
quer to disburse £9. for that purpose. Isabella was interred 
in the Choir of the Grey Friars within Newgate, and had a 
fine alabaster tomb erected to her memory." f 

Such is the latest account of this miserable woman's end ; 
but Mr. A. H. Swatman, whose acquaintance with the Records 
of the Corporation of Lynn is most extensive and accurate, 
stated at the Lynn Meeting in 1849, his belief that she never 
was a prisoner at Bising, for that he found she occasionally 
travelled to other parts of the kingdom, once even to Lon- 
don ; that she had been at Northampton, Walsingham, and 
Langley; and he further added, that although she was at 
Rising the year before her death, he did not consider it pro- 
bable she died there, from the absence of all record of the 
event, or of funeral preparations, or the payment of expenses 
about them, in the Lynn Records; and Mr. Swatman was 
correct in both these statements. 

The earliest of the extracts furnished from the Patent 
Rolls bears date the Slst December, 1330, a month after Mor- 
timer's death, and is addressed to certain gentlemen, directing 
them to form an escort for Edward's " dearest mother," and 
to take up horses for her use in her journey from Berkhamp- 
stead, where she then was, to Windsor, where he desired her 
presence during the Feast of Christmas. 

* This statement is omitted in the last edition, 1851. 
t Lives of the Queene of England^ 1851, Vol. I., p. 540. 
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Pat. p. 2, \ i> intendendo Thome | ^ Comitib}, Baronib}, Mfl- 
J^. .| Wake*\aliis. J itib), Vicecomitib}, Bailis 

in. 16, ) ..... 

Ministrisy ^ aliis fidelib} 
suis tarn infra libtates qHn ext^ ad quos Ic. Saitm, 
Sciatis qd cam ordinaVim qd IsabeUa Regina 
Angt^ mat nra carissima in instanti festo Natalia 
Dni apud Wyndesore, comoref^ ^ ea de causa 
diicos ^ fideles nros, Thomam Wake^ Ebuloiie 
Lestraunge, Wittm de Bohun^ T; Edwardu de 
Bohun^ ad ipam matrem nram^ apud Berkhamp- 
stede, jam morantem miserim ut eidem mri nre 
comitivam faciant usq^ ad dcm locu de Wyndesore, 
put eis p nos plenius est injunctii yob mandain, 
qd eisdem Thome, Ebaloni, Witto, 1 Edwardo, 1 
eorf cuilibet in hiis que pmissa contingunt inten- 
dentes sitis consulentes % auxiliantes quociens, 1 
quando p ipos seu eorf aliquem, sup hoc ex pte 
nra mitis pmuniti. In cujus, ^c., T, ^ apud 
Westm, xxj die Decembr. 

P ipm Begem \ cons. 

From the pages of the new edition of the Fmdera I have 
extracted the opening statement of Letters Patent of the 29th 
March, 6th Edward III., whereby the sum of £8,000 was 
granted to her for her life, and charged upon certain i|^anors, 
lands, and ferm-rents of yarious burghs, she haying '^ nuper 
simpliciter et sua spontanea yoluntate " giyen up her dowry 
lands to the King. 

1332, \ Pro Isabella Regina Angliie, matre Regis. 

6 £dw. m. J Rex omnibus ad quos, &c. salutem. Sciatis quod cum 

Vol. n. p. 2, > Isabella Regina AngV mater nostra carissima, nuper sim- 

835. 1 plieiter et eua epontanea whintate^ reddidisset in manum 

29 March. / nostram omnia castra, Tillas, maneria, terras, tenementa et 

redditus, tarn ea quie tenuit in dotem seu dotalicium ex 
assignacione domini E nuper Regis Angl' patris nostri, 
quam ea qusB tenuit ad terminum yitse suae, ex assignacione 
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nostri ; ac noa post modom, ad statum ipuua matria noatne 
conaideracionem habentea de asBensu pnelatorom, comitum, 
baronum et aliorum magnatum in Farliamento noatro, anno 
regni noatri quarto, apud Westm' habito, ezistencium, con- 
cesserimua eidem matri noatne tria milia libianun pro 
anatentadone Buft, ad tenninum Titae suae ad Bcaccarium 
noetrum annuatim percipiend' : &c. &c« 

The succeeding extracts from the Patent Rolls^ extending 
from the 5th to the 2Snd Edward III.^ indicate various ar- 
rangements respecting the payment of her dower> dictated 
rather by the King's necessities than by any other considera- 
tion ; and also show her making exchanges, and disposing of 
and managing her property in various parts of the Kingdom. 

Sot, Pat, \ errant to Queen Isabella of certain castles, manors, lands, and 
6 Edw. m. I tenements, therein specified* of the ralue of £2,000, in part 
p. 2y m. 2. ) satisfaction of the dower and the sum of £3,000 giTen her 

for her support. Windsor, 16 Not. (5 Edw. HI.) 

Bat, Pat \ Grant of Queen IsabeUa of certain castles, manors, lands, and 
5 Bdw. IIL > tenements, therein specified, to the yalue of £1,000 (with 
p. 2, m. 6. ) the castles, manors, &e., of the yalue of £2,000) in lieu of 

her dower and the sum of £3,000 granted her for her support. 

Clarendon, 6 Dec. (6 Edw. III.) 

BoL PaL \ Regrant to Queen IsabeUa of the county of Ponthieu and 
8 Edw. ni. I Monstroille, with all castles, &c., thereunto belonging, for- 
p. 2, m. 8. ) merly granted to her by King Edward the Second. 

Westminster, 23 Sept. (8 E. m.) * 

BaL Pat, \ Grant to Queen Isabella of the manors of Fasteme and Wotton, 
8 Edw. in. > CO. Wilta, in lieu of an annual fStum of a hundred pounds of 
p. 2, m. 3. / the town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and a £eirm of 45«. \0d, 

of the town of Ipawich. 

Roxburgh, 13 Dec. (8 E. m.) 

Rot, Pat, \ Grant to Queen IsabeUa of certain liberties in the castles, 
8 Edw. m. > manors, lands, and tenements given her in lieu of her dower 
p. 1, m. 26. ) of £3,000. York, 1 March (8 Edw. UL) 

• New Edition of "fVedwo," Yol. II., p. 2., fol. 893, this regrant given at 
length, dated 24th September. 
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Rot, Pat, \ Inspezimus and Confinuation of a Deed, by which laabella, 
9 Edw. in. I Queen of England, grants to Robert de Morlee the manor of 
p. 1, m. 3. ) Framesden, co. Suffolk, in exchange for certain manors, &c., 

which he inherited by the death of Robert de Montalt. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 24 June (9 Edw. III.) 

Rot, Pat, \ Grant to Queen Isabella of certain liberties in the manors of 

9 Edw. III. > Fasteme and Wotton, co. Wilts, given to her in lieu of an 
p. 1, m. 18. ) annual farm of a hundred pounds of the town of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, and a farm of 46«. VM, of the town of Ipswich. 

York, 25 May (9 Edw. HI.) 

Rot, Pat, \ Licence to Queen Isabella to make a testamentary disposition 

10 Edw.m. > of all her goods and chattels ; with power to her executors 
p. 2, m. 26. ) to receive for one year after her death the rents and profits 

arising from the manors, lands, &c. granted to her by the 
King during her life, for the execution of the Will. 

Leicester, 1 October (10 Edw. m.) 

Rot, Pat, \ Grant to Queen Isabella of £1,500, which, with certain manors, 
llEdw.in. > &c., of the value of £8,000 formerly granted to her, are in 
p. 2, m. 10. ) lieu of her dower of £4,600. 

London, 11 August (11 Edw. III.) 

RU, Pat, \ Exemplification, at the request of William de Montague, of 
llEdw.IIL > the Inspeximus and Confirmation of a Deed, by which 
p. 3, m. 17. j Isabella, Queen of England, grants to Robert de Morlee and 

his heirs the manor of Framesden, co. Suffijlk, in exchange 
for certain manors, &c.y which he inherited at the death of 
Robert de Montalt. 

Thame, 15 Nov. (11 Edw. III.) 

Rot, Pat, \ The King inspects and confirms a Deed made by Queen 
12 Edw.m. > Isabella to William de Montague, Earl of Salisbury, of the 
p. 2, m. 10. ) castle and manor of Hawardyn, the manors of Lee, Boselee, 

and Neston, co. Chester, the castle and vilL of Montalt, and 
the seneschalship of Chester, with all its appurtenances 
in the counties of Chester and Flint, and in Wales, in ex- 
change for 600 marks. 

Ipswich, 16 July (12 Edw. m.) 

Rot, Pat, \ The King inspects and confirms a Deed, made by William de 
12 Edw.m. I Montague, Earl of Salisbury, to Queen Isabella, of 600 
p. 2, m. 10. ) marks per annum in exchange for the castle and manor of 

Hawardyn, the manors of Lee, Boselee, and Neston, co. 
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Rot. Pat. 
12 £dw.in. 
p. 2, m. 12. 

Boi. Pat, 
13Edw.ni. 
p. 2, m. 8. 



Bot. Pat, 
14 Edw JU. 
p. ly zn. 6. 



Rot. Pat, 
14 Edw.in. 
p. 3, m. 68. 

BoL Pat, 
16Edw.III. 
p. 3, in* 7« 

Rot, Pat. 
19Sdw.IIL 
p. ly in* 23. 

Ret. Pat. 
21 £dw.m. 
p. 3| m. 3. 



Chester, the castle and yill. of Montalt, and the seneschal- 
ship of Chester, with all appurtenances in the counties of 
Chester and Flynt, and in Wales, thereunto belonging. 

Ipswich, 16 July (12 Edw. m.) 

Letters Patent, regranting to Queen Isabella the sum of £4,500, 
formerly given to her in dower, returned to the King at her 
TtqtieMt. Walton, 26 June (12 Edw. III.) 

Exemplification, at the request of Queen Isabella, of Letters 
Patent, 8 Edw. m., granting to her certain liberties in the 
castles, manors, lands, &c., given her in lieu of her dower 
of £3,000. Langley, 15 Nov. (18 Edw. m.) 

Exemplification, at the request of Queen Isabella, of a Grant 
made to her, 11 Edw. HE., of £1,500 out of the customs of 
the ports of London, Boston, and Kingston-upon-Hull, 
which, with certain manors, &c., of the value of £3,000, 
formerly granted to her, are in lieu of her dowry of £4,500. 

Westminster, 22 AprU (14 Edw. IH.) 

Grant to Queen Isabella of £201. 3«. 2d., in lieu of an annual 
farm of £201. 3«. 2d, of the town of Southampton, formerly 
granted her. 

Waltham Holy Cross, 1 July (14 Edw. lU.) 

Grant to Queen Isabella of the town of Southampton of the 

valne of £100 per auium, in part satisfaction of £201. Zs. 2d. 

formerly granted her.* 

Kenyngton, 4 Dec. (16 Edw. HI.) 

Grant to Queen Isabella of certain liberties in the manors, 
lands, &c., formerly granted to her by Letters Patent, 
16 Nov., 5 Edw. m. ; and 6 Dec., 5. Edw. III. 

Westminster, 13 March (19 Edw. III.) 

Inspezimus and Confirmation of certain Indentures by which 
Queen Isabella grants to Edward, Prince of Wales, the 
manor and hundred of Maklesfeld, co. Chester, in exchange 
for certain manors, &c., therein specified. 

Westminster, 26 Nov. (21 Edw. HI.) 



• 18th Edw. m., New Fcedera, Vol. III., p. 1., fol. 15, '* Hex, Senescallo 
suo Yasconiee," &c. ** Pro Isabella Regina AnglisB matre Begis " totam 
terram qus fuit olim vicecomitis Castellion', &c., given to her for life. 

[vol. IV.] F 
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Oh§e Roll, \ Isabella, Queen of England, releases to Henry, Earl of Lan- 
22£dw.III. > caster, Derby, Leicester, &c., all her right in the castle of 
p. 2, m. 5. ; Clydrehon, the manors of Penwortham, Totynton, and 

Rachedale, co. Lane, and in the manor of Slaybnm with 
its hamlets, and Bouland Chace, co. York, and in Pomfret 
Castle. 

The next extract from the Patent Bolls is a Letter of Pur- 
veyance, in the 12th Edward III., for the Queen Isabella's 
household at Ponte£ract Castle^ where she appears at that 
time to hare been residing. 

Patent BoU, 12 Edw. III., p. 2, m. 27. 

I> intendendo pvis p ^ 1^ Omib} Battis % fidelib3 suis tarn 
hospic Isabelle Begine > infra libtates q^ extra ad quos, 
Angt. j tc., Saitm. Cum diicus nob 

Petrus de EUerker o&et' p TheS 
hospicij Isabelle Begine Ang), inris nre, carissime ad ea 
que p officio Salsarie hospicij pdci necessaria fuerint p 
denariis, ipius mris nre inde in garderoba sua solreiid 
pvidend % emend yob mandani qd eidem Petro in ^missis 
faciend sitis consulentes 1: auxiliantes quociens % quando 
p ipm sup hoc ex pte nfa f uitis requisiti. Yolumus enim 
qd pyidencie hj^ fiant juxta formam statuti de £oi consilio 
regni nri, nup editi 1 pvisi in quo continef^ qd prise 1 
pvidencie p hospicio nro 'X hospiciis consortia nre % liborf 
nrorf fiant p pciu fcm p Constabular ^ quatuor pbos holes 
villarf ubi hj^ prise % pvidencie fieri contigint ad hoc 
juratos 1; absq^ cominacoe inde faciend et qd inte^ captores 
^ pvisores fcp % illos de quib} ilia bona capta fuerint in 
psencia Constabular ^ appciatorf pd6orf fiant tallie de 
hj^ reb} sic captis sigillis dcorf captorf sive pvisorf con- 
signate p quas quidem tallias satisfaccio fiat illis a quib} 
res ille sic capte fuerint et qd si aliquis captorf yel pvisorf 
p hospiciis pdcis pmissa alio modo fecit statim arestet' % 
p yillatam ubi prisa ilia fca f uit pxime gaole co&ittat' 'X 
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si inde convincat' fiat ibidem de eo sicut de latrone si 
qtiantitas bonorf illorf hoc exigat. Nolum tamen qd in 
feodo Ecciie cont^ lifetatem ejusdem colore pvidenciarf 
hj^ quicq*m capiat'. In cuj^, T:c. p unu annu duf. T. 
^ apud Gippewicu xyj. die Jiinij. 

P billam TheS ipius Regine. 

Cons Lras ^ de ptecooe bent Officiarij subscripti de 
pdco hospicio de pvidenc faciend p officiis suis subscriptis 
vidett 

Ricos de Heghliam p feno aveii litera % aliis que neces- 
saria fiierint p quibusdam equis 'I pullanis de equicio 
ipius Regine infira honore de Fonteffiracto existentib}. 

Ricus de Kynebeil p officio PuUetrie hospicij pdci. 

Wi&s Brigget p officio Marescalcie hospicij pdci. 

Robtus de Creye p officio scutillarie hospicij ^ci. 

Rofetus de Isljngton p officio grosse coquine hospicij ^dci. 

Rados de Chilton p officio butillarie hospicij pdci. 

Nicbus de Walcote p officio garderobe hospicij pdci. 

Jokes Rufisel p officio aule 1^ came hospicij pdci. 

Wiflb de Molton p officio panetrie hospicij pdci. 

Wifiis de Stansfeid p officio coquine hospicij pdci. 

Johes le Touk p yinis que p hospicio pdco necessaria 
fiierint. 

In 1844 Queen Isabella was with the King and Queen at 
the Palace of Norwich, where the King celebrated his birth- 
day, as were the Earls of Derby, Warwick, Arundel, North- 
ampton, Suffolk, uid many barons and knights. — [Chronicle 
of a Norfolk Priory ^ (qu. Langley ?) of which only a modem 
copy exists, in the Harleian MSS. 2188.] She obtained, the 
next year, for the city of Norwich, a grant of the fee of the 
Castle and other privileges. The Charter was sealed by the 
King at Hertford (one of her own castles) on the 19th August, 
in the 19th year of his reign, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

F S 
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and its interest : care has been taken by judicious repairs ta 
stay the rayages of time^ and the constant presence of a 
person having charge of it^ prevents those dilapidations sa 
frequently occurring to such ruins from mere wantonness 
and lore of mischief. 

There is^ therefore^ little doubt that many generations may 
yet appreciate its beauties^ and study amongst its walls the 
history of those early days they recall and illustrate. 

" Thou, grey magician, with thy potent wand, 
ETok'st the shades of the illustrious dead ! 
The mists dissolve — uprise the slumbering yean — 
On come the knightly riders cap-a-pie— 
The herald calls— hark, to the dash of spears ! 
To Beauty's Queen each hero bends the knee ; 
Dreams of the past, how exquisite ye be — 
Oflbpring of heavenly fiiith and rare antiqmty ! " 
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APPENDIX. 



% A. 

21 Edward III. Rytynkg CastelL 

M<i. That wey be taken for the JTuTisdicc'oii for ther be be dWic p'sone dede 
this yere w^ in Rysyng whose testaments be not p'ved nor admynystr'con 
comytted. Wherfor the dedis will is not p'formed nor non thyng don for 
them, &c. 

Itm. That remedy be had for the significayit which my Lord of Norwich 
hath ayenst Rauf Salt* my lords fermo'. 

Itm. To xmderstonde what shal be don with the grete heme at Rysyngi 
which is in grete decaye & is not occupied, and the reparac'on of it wold 
coste z mrc or mor, &c. 

Itm. The Kepare of the Chaee take evT yere wood w^ute assignement : 
sum yere xx loods, & sumtyme were wont to take nowt. 

Itm. That my Lords game may be bett" kepte & cherisehed : for the Kepares 
auffire er' man to himte there that will yeve them xx<> or xL^, and so hath be 
■layn ther this yer zx dere, and at this tyme y w« not passed ii^ >> dere of all 
man' sorts, &o. 

Itm. That y« fermo' Rauf Salt* be compelled to store the Wareyn, whiche 
he hath w^ the ferme, and maken in as good plight as it was whan he entered 
into it; for sum tyme it was laten by yere for nx,^, and now there is as 
much Wermyn in as Conyes, ftc.* 



B. 
{Paper tcithout date,) 

To the Right honorable and discret lords of my lorde princes cownoeli, 
Humbly shewen unto yo' most noble wisdom, the ten^ & inhabitaimts of 
my lord princes • ... of Rysyng in the Coimte of Norf. : That wher 
they and all their auncestozs w^ute tyme of mynde .... exempt 

* Aogmentation Office Papers, Carlton Side. 
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from all Byshops Jurisdiction ; And the p'son of Rysyng Castell for the 
tyme beyng .... w^ute intemipc'on to be Official and correcto', 
and to keepe Courte and Chapetira w^in the same lordship to corect all 
man' of offences comytted w^in the said lordship in like man' and forme 
as the Bishope do owte of the same. It is so now that on' & Richard 
Cranworth is p'son of .... and is so neglig .... that he hath 
div* times discoT^ the confession of us his p'ish'oners .... he hath 
causyd grete discenc'on & troble amongs us, & thirfor causith us to be shreyen 
at Lynne & other places, as shal be cTidently proved before y Lordshippe ; 
and so thorugh hys symplenesse and ... of conyng, & by hy s sufiraunce 
the Byshop of Norwiche hath usurped upon my Lord ... & distourbed 
his fraunchises, to the grete troble of all us my said lords tenants .... 
^ they pray him to be removed ^ a ** discrete presto " appointed inetead of Aim.* 



C. 
Circa 22nd Edward IV. 

As towchyng the Vewe of the Myllys at Rysyng Castell f in Noiffolk 
besyds Lynn. I was ther all a daye and had dyY'iae agyd men of the 
contre w^ me; as they deposed before me I certify yow' lordahipps as 
folowyth: 

'* Ther ys a myll called a Goggemyll whiche ys in decays and lakkya a 
ston callyd a Renn* ; ther ys a new ston brokyn that wyll aenre for the 
lygger ; ther lakkys coggys and reparaconys of the howse, and the streme 
must be stoppyd, for yt passyth besyde the wheele : yt wer pyte y* mylle 
shulde stonde as yt dothe, for the streme is very goode bothe Wynter and 
Somer, and all the contre compleynes of that mylle yt gothe not, ther x 
or zj townys that ys wont to be senryd at that myUe, yt was told me yt hath 
grownde zxz^ Combe whete in a daye and a nyght, y* is zv quarts : yt wyll 
ooste z markys to make yt p'fyght, and so yt shall be welle reparyd, and 
then it wyll gyff z mH^es yerely. Men say they wolde take yt but for the 
baylye, for yt ys thowght he hath ben and ys the cause that all thes Mylles 
stond so in decaye, to the intent he myght take them at his prysse for hya 
lyye : he hade thys mylle lasts in ferme, and lette yt decaye in hys hands. 

The seconde Mylle on the same Water ys callyd the Potyrmylle, a walke 
mylle, stodde betwyz the Coggenet Mylle and the West MyUe ; yt hathe 
ben in decaye thys zx yerys : afore yt was well oceupyed and callyd the best 
in Norfolk, and gaffe vj markes, as thys deponent swereth he knewe yt 

* AttgmentatioD Office Pspen, Culton Bide. 

t On parchment, bound up in a volume of "^Surveyi of Friorief, &e., Gc.,** among the 
AugmenUtion Office Documents at Carlton Bide. 
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The thyid myU js eallyd the West Mylle, a Walk Mylle, and afore yt was 
a come myUe, the best in the eontre tyll the baylys tyme, whych ehangyd y t, 
and ys let but for t markya, wher it is worthe be the yere Tij markys. 

The iiij^ myUe eallyd the Qalle Mylle, a Fullynge Mylle, which hathe be 
Toyde this t yeres, and in thys baylyes handes yt went to decaye, it gaff v 
mazkys : ther was felled zxx okys for the reparac'ons of yt ; the baylye 
must answer for the zzz^r okys, for no p'fyte come of them to the seyd 
mylle, but stondyth desolat ; ther wold be gyven for yt reparyd viij markys 
yerely, for ther ys gret lake of Walke Myllys in the centre : the goo Yiij 
mylle to other placys, and alle the centre m'vellyth that the princys myllys 
be no bettyr surreyed. 

The v^ Mylle ys eallyd the come mylle of Rysynge, standys Toyd to the 
gret noyans of all the centre, and yt ys thowt y^ the bayle ys the cause, to 
the entent he maye take them all at undyr pryce for his awantage and to the 
destmcc'on of the p'sonagys ; yt was wont to go for z markys a yere, and so 
yt wold be takyn of many men gladly, but for drede of the bayle whiche is 
nut of mynde that any man shold take them. 

As towchyng the reparac'ons of the Castell, yt ys in such decaye that a 
c^ wold lytyll be se&e in r^uoying of yt, for ther ys nev* a howse abyll to 
kepe owt the reyne water, wynde, nor snowe. 

And as towchyng the Jurisdic'ion of the Castell in Tsxiance be twyx my 
lord of Norwych & the p'son of Rysyng, North Wutton, and Sothe Wutton, 
I have written to my good lord of Chichest' what I harde the agyd men in 
the centre and other whiche I ezamynyd in that be halve. 



D. 
ISth to 2Ut Henry VII., 1503 to 1506. 

Decas* Castri de Risyng in Com. Norff.* 
Rysyng. 

Itm. the Castell there ys eyyll repayred, and there is begon certayn 
Repac'ons, as of the Porters Logge, the Connstabylls Logeyng, and Nyght- 
yngall Towre» and of the Hall, the grete Chambre, the Chapell, the galere 
betwene the Hall and the said Chambre, the Kechyn, botere, and pantre ; 
all thes are som' thyng begon & not fynyshed, and ther is a bargen made w* 
a Mason in grete for x^ to make and to fynyshe all the said repac'ons in that 
that belongeth to Masons work, and he hathe made parte of his bargayn, 
and hath receyred part of his money. And all the Rep'ac'ons don uppon 
the said houses ar but lost except they be fynyshed, and there is tyle, breke, 

* Fron a Tolome labelled ** Sunreye of Fhoriei, &c., Ce.,** amoBf the Augmeatatioa 
Ofice doeuments at Carltou Bide. 
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& tymbr metly for the fynyshynge of the said repac'onB, boo that other 
houses be taken downe within the said Castell as they ar appoynted, the 
whiche doo noo good as they stond. 

Itm. The greate Square Towre within the said Castell ys to be loked 
uppon, whether yt is bett' to take downe the Roof & sell yt away or not : it 
is coY^ with tyle, and ther are Grete Gutters of lede abowt the same. 

Itm. The Stabyll w* in the said Castell must be mended as in wallyng 
and tylyng. 

Itm. The Walles aboute the Castell ar eyyll repayred & are eryll erased, 
and yf they be not amendyd they will fall downe. And it ys seyd that S^ 
Koger le Strange & the heirs of S' Henry Heydon * shuld make & mend 
certayn Cornells unto the* said Castle by the tenur of theyre lond, and ther 
must be taken distres for noon payment of theire Releves, &c. 

Itm. Yt ys supposed that xl^ will goo nere to fynyshe all the Bepac*ons 
w^in the Castle with that stuff that ys rydey there. And so for these 
Bepac'ons ther must be made a wod sale, &c. 

Itm. Ther is a new fuUying mylne in hand to make ther with ij stokkes, 
and yt ys fast by grete for z m'rc to fynyshe all the Tymber Warke. 

Itm. Ther may be mad Wodsale in d'vise places, as well withn the Chaoe 
as without, as moche money as will fynyshe the werke that now is begon, 
the whiche will coste zl^ at the lest. 



' Zith Henry VIII, 

LeUera Patent, directed to Roger Tovmehend, Khightt William Fermor, Kniffht, 
Henry Bedmgfield, Nicholaa Le Strange, John Derrick, William Telverton, 
and John Call, to in^ire and examine on oath aetoall and singular Artielee, 
Comet, and Mottle, in a Schedule to the same Letters Patent annexed, and 
return the same into the Court of General Survey of Crown Lands,f 

Schedule containing ** Interrogatories to be ministered to certen persona 
concerning the viewing of the Kings Castell & Chace of Rysynge in the 
Countie of Norfolk, and other things conceminge the same." t 

** In most humble wise wee, Sir Koger Townshend, Knight, Sir WilHam 
Fermor, Knight, & John Call, Squyer, authorised by the Kings most RoyaU 

• In 1503 Sir H. Heydon died; and Sir B. Le Strang in 1506. 
t ** Sunreye of Priories, ftc, Ce..** before referred to. 

t At these interrogatories are repeated almost Terbatim in the replies of the CommU- 
sionera, I have thought it nnnecessary to print them. 
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Maiesties I'res patent, among other, to ezamyn certen Articles to the same 
I'zes patent annexed concerning the Tiewinge of his highness Castle & Chase 
of Rjsyng in the Countie of NorfL, and other things conceminge the same, 
doe certify accordinge to the saide I'res patent into his maiesties High 
Court at Westminster of general] snrreye of his highness lands, That wee, 
the saide Commissioners, w^ others, did there assemble upon the Tuesday 
next alter Corpus Xpi day last passed; And there charged an Inquest 
according to our precept to the Sheriff of the saide sheere directed, vr^ 
precept, the return thereof, & the presentment of the same inquest unto the 
saide letters patent annexed, wee under oure hands & seals certifye unto the 
Kings our Sov'aigne Lords saide Courte of Generall Surveyors by these 
presents, dated the thirtie daye of maye in the five and thirtie yeare of the 
raigne of our saide Sov'aigne lorde Henrie the eight, by the grace of Ood 
king of England, France, and Ireland, defender of the faithe, And in earthe 
supreme hed of the Churche of England & Ireland.'* 

[Freest to ths Sheriff,] 
[Sheriff's Return of Jury, wOh note of teleetion and atoearing of Twelve,] 

PaSSBinitBKT. 

As tonchinge the first Article, the Castell of Rysynge k dy vers houses 
and walls within & aboute the same bene at this daye in greate ruin and 
decaye. 

first, wee find by this oure veredite that there is an olde greate towre or 
lo^yng is in soe greate decaye, that it passeth oure knowledge to exteine 
the charges to builden ; for all the buildings within it and over it is cleane 
wasted awaye, except the mayne walles. 

Alsoe there is one olde loggyng called the olde halle is in decaye, as well 
in Coverynge, Plancheringe, Wyndowes, as Wallyng aboute the same, as 
wee thinke will coste to make it sufficiently . 

Also there is an olde towre by the Gate-house, the Gates and the Brigge, 
is in so greate decaye that wee think by our Judgments it will cost to make 
it sufficiently xl". 

Also wee saye there is an olde howse in decaye, called the dungyn, to 
make it sufficiently, v^. 

Alsoe wee saye by this oure veredite that the outwarde Walles of the 
Castell be soe greatly in decaye, that wee thinke to repaire them sufficiently 
it will cost c". 

Alsoe there is a newe Loggyng, with a Kitchine, Larder-house, Chappell, 
and other houses necessary, with a long stable, have beene late tjrme newe 
repaired in ooveringe, glaseinge, and makeinge certeyne petic'ons w'in the 
same newe loggyngs, bene sufficiently repaired by & Christopher Jenne 
deceased. 
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As touchinge the Second Article, howe much money the aaide B' Christo- 
pher Jfenne received of the Kings highnes, or of any of his officers, towaxde 
the buildinge of the seide newe loggynge or other howses before rehersed of, 
for that intent there : But wee s&ye that his is to us unbeknowen whether 
he received any money of the Kings highnes or of any of his officers towarde 
the makeinge of the saide repa'cons or not. 

As touchinge the third Article, what and howe many utensills, other stuffii, 
and goodes were and remayned in the saide Castell at such time as the aaide 
S' Christopher Jenne was made Constable, the whiche came into his Custody ; 
and howe much thereof was there remayninge at the time of his deathe, 
and where they nowe bene, and in what estate or oondic'on: wee saye 
uppon oure oathes that wee knowe not that S^ Christopher Jfenne nor noe 
other person to his use reserved any suche utensylles and other thinges 
before rehersed, at the time of his entre ; nor noe maner of things remajned 
w^in the saide Castell at the time of his deathe. 

As touchinge the iiij^ Article, howe £ure the Constableshipp of the saide 
Castell extend, and what advantages, comodities, preheminences, and doe 
thereunto belong : first wee saye there is a certaine grounde called the Con- 
stabolery, neare unto the Castell, whicha is diched rounde aboute w^ a 
greate olde diche, and parte of the same diche lately new raysed, wherein is 
a brede of Conyes, the p*fitt of the same Conyes p'teyne onely to the Con- 
stables Office. Alsoe wee saye that the Keeper of the Chase have had by 
the space of xxx yeres z or zij nete Beastes going there, but in the right of 
what office we cannot tell. And wee saye there is a certeyne Close called 
the Constables Close, and a certeyne Carre called the Constables Caire, 
p'teyning to the Constables Office. Alsoe we saye that what and howe 
many other Comodities or other th'ngs p'teyne to the Constableshipp Office 

wee cannott tell ; for to our knowledge that all the . . , 

and offices, ezcepte the Baylywicke, have remayned for the moste parte in 
one mans hands 

As touchinge the y^ Article, howe farre the Chase conteyneth, and what 
things, comodities, advantages, the Master of the Game or Ranger therein 
ought to have or hath used to have : First wee saye that the eaide Chase ez- 
tendeth from Bawsey Brigge to Gaywoode Btigge *, from Gay woode Brigge 
to the See; from thence to Babingley Brigge; from thence to Hillington 
Brigge ; from thence to Brudgate lane ; from thence to Bonys Brigge ; from 
thence to the saide Bawsey Brigge. Alsoe we saye that the Master of the 
Game or Ranger have yearely many yeares used to make a bothe of the 
Armes and Boughes of Oakes atte the fieaste of Penticost, by estimae'cm to 
the niunber of Iz loades of woode, to his or their uses. 
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Alfloe wee raye that the Master of the Game of the said Chose have of 
long tyme the pawnege, browsynge woode, seare trees, and wyndfalles to 
their owne use. 

As toQchinge the Tj^ and last Article, howe many deere were in the saide 
Chase when the saide S' Christopher Jeune was made Master of the Game 
or Ranger thereof: wee saye uppon oure oathes, as far as wee can knowe and 
can enquire, there was viewed at the time of his entree zyij skore of all 
sortes and kindes of deere. Alsoe wee saye there was left at the daie of his 
deathe zTiij skore ; whereof, since the time of his deathe unto this daie, 
there is deade in povertie and for lack of meate to ye nomber of yj skore. 
And as wee can Tiewe at this daie, there remayneth zl deere of anteler and 
X skore Rascalls. 

By me, Gbffrst Cobbb, &c. 
[Jury.] 
EndoTMd : *' Rysynge Castle 
*• Et Chac. 
«' V Comit- AnmdeU." 



About ZUt ElUabeth. 

Extract from a *' Surrey of D. of NorfEl k E. of Arundel's possessions in 
Kor£, SufT., Cambridge, & Essex." P. 169, b. 

That they fynde, that by encrease of Conies suffered by the Wariner, 
Stephen Bull, to breed in the castell ditches and bancks of the Castell in 
Ksing, the same bancks are decayed & the Walls are alreadie in part & the 
rest in danger of overthrowing, if the Conyes shall so contineu ; and that 
the said Banke and ditches are no parcell of the Warren ; and that also the 
Constablerie belonging unto the Castell is noe p'te of the Warren of Rising, 
nor hath been used as Warren but of late, and that the Burrough of Castell 
Rising and the closes belonging and adjoining therunto are also noe p't of 
the said Warren. 

Ihat the Castell was erected at the first but for speare and shield, and for 
that force it may be maynteyned if it please her Ma^ to be at the charge ; 
w<^ charge by estimac'on will cost M^ M^ 11 to repaire the same againe. And 
further, if the same Castle should be taken downe and sold for benefitt, it is 
so greatlie decaied as the same will not yeld above one Hundred markes. 
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Smprnistt'on of tilt Counttr-J^tal 

OF 

ROGER BIGOD, FOURTH EARL OF NORFOLK, 

Masshal of England, 1245—1270. 

IN THE POSSESSION OF R. FITCH, ESQ. 



An interesting addition to early Norfolk Seals has been 
recently obtained for Mr. Fitch's choice collection^ and is 
engraved in the present volume on the same plate with the 
seals relating to Lynn and Rising. It is an impression^ in 
green wax^ of the secretum, or private seal of Roger Bigod^ 
fourth Earl of Norfolk^ and Marshal of England. He is repre- 
sented on horseback^ clad in the hauberk of chain-mail^ with 
the surcoat over it, according to the costume of the reign of 
Henry the Third. In his left arm he holds a triangular 
shield, and his right brandishes a sword. On his head is a 
cylindrical, flat-topped helmet. The surrounding inscription 
is, + segb' r' aoMiTis norf' mar' anglie. The office of 
Marshal of England, at the decease of Anselme Marshal, fifth 
Earl of Pembroke, in 1245, fell to the share of his eldest 
sister, Maud, wife of Hugh Bigod, third Earl of Norfolk, and 
was inherited by her son Roger, fourth Earl. He died in the 
54th Henry III. ; and his nephew and successor, Roger, fifth 
Earl^ constituting Edward I. his heir, April 12th, 1300, sur- 
rendered the Marshalship to that monarch at the same time. 
The first who held the title of Earl Marshal was Thomas de 
Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, great-grandson of Thomas de 
Brotherton, son of Edward I. From the costume on the seal, 
it no doubt belongs to the earlier Roger, and its date is therefore 
between 1245 and 1270. Being detached from the original 
deed, it is impossible to say to what subject it testified; but 
its independent interest is sufficiently deserving of illustration. 

C. R. Manning. 
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(Dn to Inritnt Cliarter0, 

IN THE POSSESSION OF THE COBPOaAnON OF KINO'S LTNN. 
BY C. W. GOODWIN. ESQ. 



Thb Corporation of Lynn possesses two Charters of the 
Anglo-Saxon period of great interest, one being the grant 
of priyileges made by King Cnut to the monks of St. Ed- 
mund's Bury, about the year 1021 or 1022; the other pur- 
porting to be a confirmation of the same by his son. King 
Hardecnut. It is probable that these precious documents 
came into the hands of their present possessors with the title- 
deeds of a property at Brandon, formerly belonging to Bury 
Abbey, purchased by the Corporation, and which it has 
since sold. 

The abbey lands were surrendered to Eling Henry YIII. 
by Melford, the last abbot, in 1539 ; and these two charters 
were handed over to some grantee of a part of the property, 
and long continued to repose among the titie-deeds of the es- 
tate in secure oblivion. Both are indorsed by the Boyal Com- 
missioner, John ap Rice, who visited the monastery in 1536, 
and whose letter to Secretary Cromwell, giving an account of 
his proceedings there, is printed in the New Maruisticon, Vol. 
III. p. 170, and also in the Collection of Letters relating to 
the Suppression of the Monasteries, published by the Camden 
Society, at p. 85. Of tiie indorsement on Cnut's charter all 
has been carefully erased except the name of the commis- 
sioner. On that of Hardecnut it runs thus : RektP in regiu 
registr^ ad v^bu, 1536. /• Bhesen^ JRegistP. Bhesensis is 
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the Latinized form of Ap Rice. It would be interesting to 
know what became of the Koyal Register referred to. 

The Latin part of Cnut*s charter is printed in the New 
MonasHcoriy Vol. III.^ and both charters are given at length 
in the Codex Diplomatious ^vi Anglo-Saxonici^ forming Nos. 
735 and 76 L Mr. Kemble has taken his text from a Char- 
tulary of Bury Abbey, compiled by R. Denham, the Sacrist, 
temp. Edward II., and now preserved in the Public Library, 
Cambridge, (MS. ff. 2, 33) collated with MSS. in the Har- 
leian and Lansdowne Collections. The text, as furnished by 
these MSS., varies in many minor points from that of the 
presumed originals preserved at Lynn ; the Anglo-Saxon 
part of Cnut's charter has been converted by the compiler 
of the Chartulary into something like the English of his own 
time ; and in Hardecnut's charter there is a very material 
mistake in the change of the proper name Uvi into vtri. On 
these grounds it has been deemed worth while to furnish an 
accurate text of both charters from the Lynn copies. 

Hickes, in his DtsserttUio JEpistolariSf p. 66, pronounces 
Cnut's charter a forgery. This learned writer was, however, 
led to this conclusion by a copy preserved among the Cotton 
Charters, (Aug. II. 8) which is a sort of facsimile of the ori- 
ginal, executed, it seems, in the fifteenth century.* From 
the palpable modernness of this exemplar, Hickes was led 
too hastily to infer the spuriousness of its contents. 

* This copy is no doubt one of the numerous duplicates which the monks 
employed themselres in making, in case of loss of the original by fire or 
robbery. That such was their practice, appears from the pleadings of an 
action-at-law which followed a riotous attack made by the townspeople upon 
the monastery, in 1327. From these pleadings, which are contained in one 
of the registers (MS. Harl. 638, and see Moruuticon, Vol. HI. p. 108), it ap- 
pears that the rioters carried off three copies of Cnut*s charter and four of 
Hardecnut's. On the back of the Lynn copy of the latter charter there is 
written, in a hand of the fifteenth century, over the number indicating the 
shelf or drawer where the document was kept : Sunt due sub Uto numero rw. 
iita carta et eopia. 
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That prewrred at Lynn, written on a piece of yellum, 
1 foot 7 J inches in breadth by 1 foot in depth, in very fine 
preservation^ is manifestly of the eleventh century, and if it 
be not the original itself, is certainly an early or cotemporary 
copy. Mr. Kemble has mai'ked this charter with an asterisk, 
indicating his opinion that its authenticity is suspicious. To 
Mr. Kemble's judgment on a point of this kind the greatest 
deference is due ; still I hope to be able to point out several 
circumstances and coincidences which favour the belief in 
its genuineness, and seem also to determine the exact date 
of its execution. 

The ancient chroniclers state that Cnut founded Bury 
monastery in the year 1020. I take the following extract 
from the Historia Eliensis, from Wharton's Anglia Sacra, 
Vol. I. p. 608. 

" Tempore regis Canuti Elwynus episcopus Elmamensis, 
sed prius monachus Elyensis, prsecepto ipsius regis in Betry- 
chesworth (i. e. Bury), primo monachorum catervam induxit 
anno ab incarnatione domini MXX, secundum chronicam 
Mariani ; quosdam de Holm, quosdam de Ely ibi coUocavit, 
eisque subsidia affluenter contulit, auxilia impendente Thur- 
chUlo comite, pr»fecitque eis abbatem nomine Uvium ; Fres- 
byteros quoque qui ibi inordinate vivebant, aut in eodem ad 
religiosum culmen erexit, aut datis eis aliis rebus in alia loca 
mutavit" 

Now at first sight, assuming the date of our charter and of 
the foundation of the monastery to be 1020, a chronological 
difiiculty appears to arise, inasmuch as the above-mentioned 
^Ifwinus (or Elwynus) bishop of Elmham, whose name is 
also appended as a witness to the document, did not come to 
the See till at least the beginning of the year 1021. The 
Saxon Chronicle tells us that Bishop Elfgar, his predecessor, 
died on Christmas mom, 1021. The Anglo-Saxon ecclesi- 
astical year commenced with Christmas-day. If this event 
therefore happened at the close of the year 1020, the earliest 
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period at which JSlfwinas could become bishop would be in 
the begioning of the year 1021. 

The Chronicle of John of Oxenede^ a monk of St. Benet 
in the Holme (Cott. MS. Nero D. II.) states the facts and 
dates as follows : — 

'^Anno MXX. Cnuth rex Angliam rediit et concilio cleri 
et reginse Emma;, et comitis Turkilli, monachos ad S. £d- 
mundum constituit, clericis qui ibidem inordinate vivebant 
ejectis ; prsefecitque eis abbatem Uvium quem a dome S. 
Benedicti de Hulme cum xii. monachs transtulerat. 

'^ Anno MXXL Alwinus Est-Anglorum episcopus cocpit 
construere ecclesiam S. Edmundi regis ad quem media pars 
librorum et ecclesiasticorum omamentorum a domo S. Bene- 
dicti est translata." 

The truths therefore, seems to be, that Cnut first estab- 
lished the monks at Bury in 1020, and that iBlfwinus, newly 
made bishop of Elmham, commenced the building of the 
church in 1021. The charter in confirmation of these pro- 
ceedings was probably executed at the end of the same year, 
as I shall proceed to show. 

A chronicle formerly belonging to Bury monastery, quoted 
by Spelman (1 Concilia, p. 534), states that Cnut confirmed 
to the monks of Bury the privileges which he had given 
them, by a charter executed at a council held at Winchester 
at the feast of Christmas 1021. If we suppose this chronicle 
to be arranged according to the Saxon mode of reckoning, 
and that the first day of the year 1021 is here meant, we are 
again involved in difficulty, inasmuch as the predecessor of 
JElfwinus having died on that very day, he could hardly 
have appeared with his title of Bishop among the witnesses 
to the charter. We must therefore suppose that Christmas 
1021-2 is intended, which reconciles all difficulties, and is 
in accordance with and explains a fact which I am about to 
mention. 

Thurkil, Earl of East Anglia, one of Cnut's most potent 
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vassals^ is said by the above-quoted chroniclers to have taken 
a part in the foundation of the monastery. His name occurs 
as a witness to several charters of Cnut anterior to 10^1^ when 
he appears as Thurkil dux^ and always takes precedence of 
the other duces or earls. It is therefore remarkable .that we 
do not find his name appended to this charter. There is^ in- 
deed, the name of one Thurkyl miles, but this is evidently 
another person, and of inferior rank. The Saxon Chronicle 
opportunely explains the matter, by informing us that, at Mar- 
tinmas (Nov. 11) in the year 1021, the Earl Thurkil was 
outlawed, nor was he restored to favour till several years after. 
The omission of his name is therefore satisfactorily accounted 
for, if we suppose this charter to have been executed at Christ- 
mas 1021-2, while it is perfectly consistent with what his- 
torians teli us of Thurkil's having taken a part in the first 
establishment of the monastery. 

The monastery of St. Bennet in the Holme, near Norwich, 
of which that at St. Edmund's Bury was a kind of colony, 
seems to have been founded by Cnut a short time previously 
to the year 1020. John of Brompton informs us that the 
charter of privileges granted to the monks upon the spot, was 
afterwards confirmed to them by the monarch in solemn 
council at Winchester. Now upon referring to the charter 
in question, (Cod. DipL Vol. IV. p. 28, No. 740) we find that 
out of nineteen witnesses (exclusive of the names of the king 
and queen), the first fifteen are the same and in precisely the 
same order as the first fifteen in the Bury charter. This 
coincidence cannot of course be accidental; and the conclu- 
sion is, that both charters were executed at the same council, 
and probably drawn up by the same hand. Both these 
charters also agree in the peculiarity of having a condensed 
translation in Anglo-Saxon appended after the witnesses : no 
other similar instances occur among Cnut's charters. Of course 
it is open to argument, that one of these charters may have 
been used by a forger as a precedent for the other, and that 

[vol. IV.] H 
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hence has arisen the similarity of form and identity of wit- 
nesses. Undoubtedly a yery close connexion existed between 
these two monasteries^ and the monks may hare had plenty 
of opportunities of inspecting one another's charters. I lay^ 
therefore^ no great stress upon the above-mentioned facts, 
though, taken in connexion with other considerations, they 
may not be entirely without weight. 

As the names of the Sees of the Tarious attesting bishops 
are not added in the chaiter, I will give them here in order. 

Wulfitan, Archbishop of York from 1002 to 1028. 
^thehioth. Archbishop of Canterbury from 1020 to 10S8. 
Godwinus, Bishop of Rochester. There were two prelates 

in succession of this name, from about 996 to 1058. 
iBlfwinus, Bishop of Elmham from December 25, 1020. 

Death uncertain. 
JElfbinus, Bishop of Winchester from 1015 to 1032. 
iBthericus, Bishop of Lincoln from 1016 to 1084. 
iEUfwius, Bishop of London from about 1015 to 1085. 
Brihtwaldus, Bishop of Wilton from 995 to 1045. 

It will be observed that the Archbishop of Tork takes 
precedence of him of Canterbury. This order is not usual 
in the Anglo-Saxon charters, but a few other similar cases 
do occur. The respect due to so renerable a prelate as 
Wul&tan, by one whom he had himself recently consecrated, 
may have led to this arrangement In Charter 784 of the 
Cbdex Dijplomatieua (as well as in 740) where the two names 
occur together, the same order is followed; but in Nos. 786, 
742, and 1316, iBthelnoth precedes Wul&tan. 

The most important privilege granted to the monks of 
Bury, seems to have been the exemption from episcopal ju- 
xisdiction, which was warmly contested by the East-Anglian 
bishops on more than one occasion. The first of these dis* 
putes took place in the reign of William the Conqueror^ and 
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the proceedinga had thereon are detailed in a charter, in 
Latin and Anglo-Saxon, of which a cotemporary copy is pre- 
served in the Cottonian Collection (Aug. II. 25.) The Latin 
part is printed in the Mona$tican, Vol. III. p. 141, from the 
Chronicle of Marianns Scotns, where the 4ftte assigned to it 
is 1081. As the Saxon part has not been published, it is 
worth giving here, as a sample of English in the last quarter 
of the eleventh century. It will be found to vary very 
slightly, if at all, from the standard Saxon of the tenth cen- 
tury and first half of the eleventh. 

WiLUBUC Engla kyncg and eorl ofer Norman,4ie. and ofer 
J« Mans, ic sende gretincge arcebiscopan. and leodbiscopan. 
abbodan. and eorlan. and eallum gelea£[ullan mannum. We 
gelyfad and geara witan J>8at we J'urh Gode? mildheortnysse 
synd uponhafan to J)isses kynerices heahnysse. forJ)i geda- 
nenad us J>et we georidice fjxmgen jrs^ J>a gesundfuUan 
staj?elunge ealles uran underdeoddan folces and swydost J>ara 
J»e deeges and nihtes swincad on Ciistes deowdqme. We 
willad eac J>st hit beo cud eallan geleafiullan mannum seigjyer 
J>amJ>e nu andwyrde ayndan on life, and J)am toweardan. J>eet 
Arfaest biscop us ^a^e and manegum odrum J>8et his biscop 
stol mid rihte beon scolde pn See £admundes mynstre Jrser se 
sylfa arwurj)a kyning and se gecorena Cristes cempa restad. 
imd anbidad J>ara eadigan ssrist dag mid unformolsnodan lich- 
amon. J>a for J?issere sprsece wa^ jange hwile micel geflit 
betwux Arfast biscope. and Baldwine J)ara forseadan cyrican 
abbode. Us J>uhte J^a riht J79et hi begen comon to urum 
hyrede. and j^sat heora asgj^res tala come beforan us. and be- 
fbran uran witan. and siddan aefter heora beigra tala waere 
gescyled and gedssmed j^a^t rihte^te mid ercebiscopa raede. 
and leodbiscopa. and abboda. and eoda. and odra wisra 
manna. Hi comon J)a begen beforan us to gesetton daege. 
and se biscop tealde ful gerasdlice his tale gif hit sod waere 
fic heo yn^ eallum mannum gej>uht idel and unnyt forj^i J>e 
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ke nsefde naJ>or ne gewritu ne gewitnesse. Se abbod Bald- 
wine tealde Ja his tala )?»r to geanes serest hu Cnut kincg 
draf ut j?a preostas of )iara ylcan cyrican for ]:i jiset hi un- 
endebyrdlice lifedon and nanes regoles ne gymdon. and sette 
munecas J^aer mid gemaenan raede his arcebiscopa. and leod- 
biscopa. and abboda. and eorla. and manegra odra wisra 
manna, and J>8et ^gelnod arcebiscop of Cantwarabyrig sid- 
ctan J:{et ilce mynster halgode j^urh j^ees ilcan kynges hsse. 
and j>ojxe forman abbod j^ees mynstres hadode se biscop of 
Lundene. and jione oj^erne se biscop of Wincestra. and j^isne 
abbod Baldwine se nu is se dridda abbod hine halgode se 
ercebiscop of Cantwarabyrig. and he tealde ful swutelice j^cet 
da WGBS agan dreo and fiftig geara siddan munecas J^one 
ej>elan ham gesohton. and on eallan J^am fyrste ]>Bdt mynster 
and jiaes mynstres ealdras weeron aefre uncwid and xmcrafod 
fram eallum Arfcestes biscopes forgenglan. and j^a munecas 
underfengon had of swa hwilcon biscope swa him betst geli- 
code be heora abbodes dihte. Siddan he j^iss eall geteald 
hcefde. jia brohte he ford Cnutes kynges gewrit. and Ead- 
wardes Jtsbs wulderfullan kynges. on jiam wees geswutelod 
J^set da kyngas gefreodon j^a halgan stowe. and aecne freodom 
sealdon fram ealra biscopa and fram eabra wonildmanna and- 
wealde. jia we heora beigra tala and Jtsbs abbodes gewitnesse 
gehyrd hasfdon jia bebead ic him eallum ])e dser st waeron 
J^is gehyrende J>8et hi rihtne dom daemdan sefter heora beigra 
tale. Da eodon J>a witan togeedere to j^am dome se ercebiscop 
Lanfram of Cantwarabyrig. and Thomas arcebiscop of Eofer- 
wic. and Odo biscop of Baius min brojior and eorl ofer Cent, 
and maniga odra biscopas. and abbodas. and Bodbeart min 
simu. and eorlas. and ealle jia heafod menn ures rices ge- 
daemdan JTset swilc ealderdom and swylcen stowe freodom 
scolde full wunian aefre unawemmed and stajiolfsest od wor- 
ulda geendunge. Ic gejiafode J^a swa hit riht wes heora 
ealra unwidisecgendlican dome and ge])afunge sylle. Siddan 
J>8er sefter us gelicode J>8et we mid ra&de arcebiscopa. and 



101 

biscopa. and abboda. and eorla. and odra manegra ura holdra 
manna, and eac for )iaes abbudes bene Baldwines J^e hit ead- 
modlice set us sohte j^set we gestrangedon mid ure gyfe and 
mid nrum gewrite jiara kalgan stowe freodom. and jiara 
kynga gyfa jie sBtforan us wseron. Eadmundes kynges. and 
Cnutes. and Hardecnutes. and Eadwardes J^ass ej>elan kynges 
J;urli J^aes kynrsBden and gyfe to eacan Godes miltsa we 
sindon yrfweardes Engla rices. j>2St heonan ford aefre J^e 
forsseda cyrca and se tun ]>e heo on stent beo fireols on eallan 
J^ingum fram Arfaste biscop and fram ealra his eftergengla 
biscopa onwealde on ecnysse. and we gefsestnodon eac J>as 
kartan mid urum agenum handgewrite and mid wres insigeles 
ondryste to J>am J>8et )>ara foresprecenan stowe freodom on 
ecnysse )?urhwunie. 

Ic Willelm of Godes gyfe Engla kyngc behead )?is gewrit 
to writene and gewritan ic hit gemearcode to trymmunge mid 
tacne drihtenlican rode. 



TRANSLATION. 

WII.LIAX, King of Angles, Earl of Xonnandy and of Mans: I send 
greeting to my Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, and Earls, and all faithful 
men. We believe and well know that we through God's mercy have been 
raised to the height of this kingdom ; therefore it beseemeth ns that we 
earnestly consult for the prosperity and stability of all our subjects, and 
particularly of those who labour day and night in Christ's serrice. We 
wish also that it be known to all faithful men, as well those who are now 
aHve as those who shall be hereafter, that Bishop Arfast told us and many 
othera that his bishopric should by rights extend to the monastery of St. 
Edmund, where that venerable king and chosen soldier of Christ reposes, 
and awaits with uncorrupted body the resurrection of the blessed. Now on 
this topic there was long much dispute between Bishop Arfast and Baldwin 
abbot of the aforesaid church. It seemed right to us, therefore, that they 
should both come to our Court, and that the case of both of them should be 
brought before us and our counsellors, and, after the statement of the case 
on both sides, the matter should be weighed and decided ynth. the strictest 
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justice, with the advice of the Archbiahope, BiBhaps, Abbots, Earls, and 
other wise men. They came therefore both before us on a day appointed, 
and the bishop stated his case very plausibly, if it had been true, but it was 
adjudged by all to be vain and useless, because he had neither writings nor 
witnesses. The Abbot Baldwin then stated his case on the other part ; first 
how King CnUt droTO out the priests from the said church, because they 
liTed disorderly and obeenred no rule, and how he placed monks there, with 
the common advice of his Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Earls, and many 
other wise men ; and that jSlgelnoth, the Archbishop of Canterbury, after- 
wards, by the eomttand oi the said king, consectated the said monastery ; 
and that the Bishop of London ordained the fiist abbot of the monastery, 
and the Bishop of Winchester the second ; and as few the Abbot Baldwin, 
who is now the third abbot, the Archbishop of Canterbury ordained him ; 
and he stated very clearly that it was fifty-three years * from the time when 
the monks came to that noble home, and during all that period the monas- 
tery and its rulers were always exempt from question or daim as against all 
the predecessors of Ar&st, and the monks received orders from whatsoeyer 
bishop they pleased, with the permission of their abbot. After he had 
stated all this, he produced the charter of King Cnut and that of the glo- 
rious King Edward, SH which it was dedaxed that these kings enfranchised 
the holy place, and granted it eternal freedom from the dominion of all 
bishops and all secular persoos. When we had heard both their statements 
and the abbot's witnesses, I conmumded all those who were present and 
heard these things, to give just judgment between the two cases. Then 
went the counsellors together to judgment, Lanfranc, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and Thomas, Archbishop of York, and Odo, Bishop of Baieuz, my 
brother, and Earl of Kent, and many other bishops and abbots, and Robert 
my son, and the earls and all the head men of our kingdom ; and they de- 
cided that the smd anthothy and freedom should remain to the place for erer 
inviolate and fttable to Hie end of the woild. I therefore, as waa righti 
approved of the unanswerable decision Which they had all giren, sftid I do 
give my approbation. Afterwards, it pleased us, by the advice of the Arch- 
bishops, and Bishops, and Abbots, and Bails, and many others of our liege 
men, and also in consideration Of the request of Abbot Baldwin, who humbly 
thereto besought us, to confirm, with our grant and our charter, the fireedom 
of the holy place, and the kings' gifts who were before us. King Edmund 
and Cnut and Hardecnut and the noble King Edward, through whose kin- 
dred and gift, besides God's mercy, we are inheritors of the kingdom of the 
Angles; so that henceforth for ever the aforesaid ehurdh and the town 
wherein it stands shall be free in every respect firom the dominion of Bishop 
Aifiist and aU his sfuecessor^, to etendty. And we have also confirmed this 

• Thit feeint to meftn thst the dispute with Arfiwt firtt bepm iUty-threc yetrt ifter the 
fbondfttlon of the moautery. 
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charter with our own hand- writing and with the impresaion of our seal, to 
the end that the freedom of the aforesaid place may endure to all eternity. 

I, WiUiamy by GK>d'8 gift King of the Angles, hare commanded this 
writing to be made, and when written I hare marked it for confirmation 
with the sign of the Lovd'a ciosa. 



The aboye proceedingB show the vast importance which 
was attributed to charters^ as eyidences of title ; and the un- 
critical character of the ttmes rendered forgeries extremely 
ayailable. The charter of Edward the Confessor alluded to 
is probably No. 895 of the Chdex DiphmaHouSy of which 
No. 910 is the Latin counterpart. 

In addition to immunity from episcopal jurisdiction^ Cnut 
likewise grants to the monks of Bury the taxes called keregyld 
and adpgyldy'pzydScA.Q by the inhabitants of the town wheneyer 
those contributions should be leyied on the nation. These 
impositions appear to haye been identical with the tax called 
Danegyld^ a payment first made either for the purpose of buy- 
ing off or of repelling the Danes^ in the time of ^thelred^ 
and which seems to haye become a regular annual impost about 
the year 1014. — (See Florence of Worcester, ad ann. 1051.) 
The king further grants the toll of sea-fish due to him (it is 
not quite clear where or when payable), and a fishery at Wylla, 
which had belonged to Ulfkytel, Earl of East Anglia, and 
had, it seems, fallen into Cnut's hands on the death of that 
nobleman in battle, anno 1016. Wylla (probably Welney in 
Cambridgeshire, i. e. Wyllan-ig) was in &ose days an island, 
inhabited by fishermen, where multitudes of eels were taken. 
—(See charters 668, 579, and 581 of the Cod. Dipl) 

He further grants, '' omnia jura quarumcunque causarum 
in yiUis quea monasterio adjacent,'' translated in (he Saxon by 
<' ealra heora tunsocne of ealle heora lande." If this charter 
be genuine, this is probably the earliest instance of a grant of 
80cn occurring in a Saxon charter. — (See Introduction to the 
first yolume of the Codex Dipl. pp. xliii. xly.) 
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Queen JBlfgifa adds a grant of 4000 eels, '' cum muneribus 
quae pertinent ad illas/' to be taken annually at Lakenheath. 
The word munera is not quite clear. It perhaps means ser- 
vices, i. e. the duty of catching the eels, which we find in later 
times fell upon the tenants of the original abbey farm, caUed 
Beodricsworth, and was in the end commuted for a money 
payment. The troubles which arose to the monastery in the 
exaction of this due, have been commemorated by the garru- 
lous Jocelyn of Brakelond, and have lately been revived and 
invested with new interest in the pages of our great humorist 
and philosopher, Mr. Carlyle. — (See his Past and Present) 



I now come to the consideration of the other charter, which 
professes to be a confirmation by Hardecnut of his father's 
grant. It bears internal evidence of being a forgery of the 
monks of Bury. In the first place the document now existing 
at Lynn, written on a piece of parchment 13^ inches broad 
hj Hi inches deep, is in a hand-writing of the twelfth cen- 
tury, possibly of the time of Henry I. (1100 — 1135.) This 
fact, however, would not alone be sufficient to prove its con- 
tents spurious, as I have shown above that numerous copies of 
this very charter did exist among the archives of Bury. The 
evidences of forgery lie in the matter of the document itself. 

It commences with an unusually lengthy exordium, and 
is throughout very prolix — ^in itself a rather suspicious sign. 
It proceeds to state that upon the accession of Hardecnut to 
the throne, -Slgelnod (-iEthelnod) the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, with ^Ifridus, Earl of Kent, and Uvi, the Abbot 
of St. Edmund's, appeared before the king in his court at 
London, and petitioned for the confirmation of the charter 
given by Cnut to St. Edmund's Bury monastery; stating, 
among other things, that they were both (ambo) present, — ^i.e. 
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I suppose, ^thelnod and ^Ifridus,* — at the execution of 
Cnut's charter. Hardecnut proceeds to confirm the former 
grant, and in the denunciative clause, at the end, with which 
Saxon charters of the ordinary form conclude, consigning to 
eternal perdition all who may dare to infringe the grant, he 
adds the singular climax of a pecimiary fine : " If any one in 
future times, which we hope may never happen, shall rashly 
attempt to impeach or infringe this decree, let him he subject 
to perpetual excommunication from the ministrations of the 
church in this world, and let him without ceasing suffer and 
sustain the punishment of hell fire with Judas the traitor, 
and moreover let him pay thirty talents of gold to the king^s 
treasury,^* 

According to the Saxon Chronicle and Florence of Wor- 
cester, ^thelnoth died in the year 1038, and Hardecnut, who 
was in Denmark at the time of the death of his father, Cnut, 
in 1035 or 1036, did not come to England until 1040 (or, 
according to one copy of the Saxon Chronicle, 1039). Taking 
either date, it is clear that the story told by the above charter 
is inconsistent with history, and must have been composed in 
ignorance of the fact, that although upon the death of Cnut 
in 1035 Hardecnut was, with his brother Harold, nominally 
chosen king, yet that he did not take any part in the govern- 
ment, nor even set foot in England, until 1039 or 1040, when 
Harold died. 

The addition of the money fine is so great a deviation from 
the regular form of the genuine Anglo-Saxon charter, as to 
confirm any suspicion we might otherwise entertain of the 
genuineness of this document. An instance occurs in No. 
420, professing to be a charter of Eadred, dated 948, but in 
fact a forgery of the monks of Croyland. 

Among the witnesses' names to our charter, besides ^gel- 
nodus, we find that of ^Ifricus, Bishop of Elmham. Now, 

* It is obserrable that the names of neither iElfridus nor Uyi are among 
the witnesses to either of the charters. 
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according to Florence and the Saxon Chronide^ .£lfiric of 
Elmham died in the year 1038, and was succeeded by Stigand. 
There is some confusion of dates with regard to the Bishopric 
of Elmham at this period. The old lists of bishops make 
two MUrica in succession. Matthew of Westminster places 
the death of one iBlfricus in 10S8, and then in 1044 he says, 
that, on the death of ^Ifricus, Stigand succeeded to the See. 
This seems to be a mistake. Florence tells us that Stigand, 
shortly after his accession in 1038, was ejected, and Grimketel 
obtained the See by bribery, continuing to hold the bishopric 
of the South Saxons at the same time. Stigand, however, 
afterwards succeeded in ejecting Grimketel, and took the 
bishopric of the South Saxons himself, and placed his brother 
^gelmar at Elmham. This probably took place in 1043 
or 1044. 

Though the matter does not seem quite firee of doubt, it is 
most probable that there was no Bishop of Elmham named 
^Ifric later than the year 1038; and therefore none could 
have witnessed this charter of Hardecnut, and we have here 
an additional proof of its spuriousness. The monk, whoever 
he was, that forged it, was, however, not wholly careless as 
to giving it the air of authenticity ; for he has added, as the 
last five witnesses, the names of Godwinus, Thuri, Leofricus, 
Siwardus, and Booni, who are mentioned by Florence as 
having been dispatched by Hardecnut to execute vengeance 
upon the monastery and town of Worcester, for the death of 
Feader and Thurstan, two of the King's house-earls or body- 
guards, who had been slain in that town while endeavouring 
to collect an oppressive tax. This vengeance seems to have 
been executed in the most ferocious manner ; and it was not 
without cause that the names of the five abovennentioned 
earls were had in remembrance throughout the land. 

It will be observe^ that, in the account of the legal pro- 
ceedings above quoted. Abbot Baldwin is said to have pro- 
duced only the charters of King Cnut and King Edward. 
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Now it is incredible that if he had had in his possession so 
solemn and formal a confirmation as that of Hardecnut^ with 
its money penalty^ he should not haye produced it on this 
occasion^ and that its production should not have been men- 
tioned and made much of. It is true that King William 
talks about confirming the gifts of the kings who were before 
him^ — Edmund^ Cnut, Hardecnut^ and Edward ; and it must 
also be admitted that Edward's charters^ Nos. 910 and 915 
in the Oodex Diplatnaiieus, (with their Anglo»Sazon counter- 
parts^ Nos. 896 and 1346) and also No. 868, all speak of a 
grant or confirmation by Hardecnut* If such a document did 
eyer exist, we must suppose it to have been lost before the 
time of the lawHSuit, and that the one we hare now was forged 
to supply its place after that eyent. The powerful efiSect of the 
charters which were actually produced, in turning the deci- 
sion in &your of Abbot Baldwin, would naturally render him 
and his monks alire to the adrantage of haying their series of 
title-deeds complete, in case of another law-suit ; and their 
experience of the practice of the law courts of those days led 
them also to see the adyisableness of introducing a money pen- 
alty, in addition to the spiritual terrors held out to the adyer- 
saries of their rights. Their foresight was not without reward; 
for in the year 1345, William Bateman, Bishop of Norwich, 
entered into a contest with the monastery, claiming a right of 
yisitation. The abbot pleaded exemption, by charters, from 
episcopal jurisdiction, and the king, by letters patent dated 
Sth Aug. 1346, confiarmed the former grants, and commanded 
the bishop to desist. He appealed to the courts of law, when 
a yerdict was found for the abbot, ^and the bishop was con- 
demned, undel: Hardecnnt's charter, to pay thirty talents of 
geld into the king's exchequer. The temporalities of the see 
of Norwich were seized by the sheriff until payment of the 
fine, and the king's attorney-general nipyed for an inquiry to 
ascertain the yalue, in the then coinage, of the thirty talents. 
According to some, this amounted to £8000; according to 
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others^ to £30^000. The matter seems to have been subse* 
quently compromised^ the bishop relinquishing all claim to 
visitation. — (Manasticon, Vol. III. p. 110.) 



CNUT'S CHARTER. 

In nomine poliarchis ihii xpi saluatoris mundi totiusque 
creaturae creatoris. cuius diuino dominatui quaeque domina- 
tiones debito seruitio subnixe deseruiunt. cuius etiam omni- 
potentatui uniuersi potentatus obsecundari examussim pr»- 
properant. quia bonitas eius bonitatis est incomprehensibilis. 
et miseratio interminabilis. dapsilitas bonitatis ineffiibilis. lon- 
ganimitas quoque super prauorum nequitias quantitatis pro- 
lixitatc cuiuslibet longior. qui cotidianis admonitionibus 
religiosam conuersationem ducentes monet. ut pie sectando 
iustitiae culturam. non earn deserendo linquant. quin potius 
perseuerabili instantia in eius cultura ut permaneant patemo 
affectu hortatur. qui nihilominus eadem affectione mandat 
peccatoribus ut resipiscant a suis iniquitatibus conuertentes. 
quia eorum execratur mortem. Eius amoris stimulo et fide 
suffultus. cuius largiflua miseratione ego cnut rex totius al- 
bionis insulse aliarumque nationum plurimarum in cathedra 
regali promo tus. cum consilio et decreto archiepiscoporum. 
episcoporum. abbatum. comitum. aliorumque omnium meo- 
rum fidclium. elegi sanciendum atque perpeti stabilimento ab 
omnibus confirmandum. ut monasterium quod badriceswurde 
nuncupatur sit per omne sBVum monachorum gregibus depu- 
tatum ad inhabitandum. et ab omni dominatione omnium 
episcoporum comitatus illius funditus liberum. ut in eo 
domino seruientes monachi sine ulla inquietudine pro statu 
regni dominum prsevaleant precari. Placuit etiam michi 
banc optionis electionem roborare priuilegio isto. in quo in- 
dere prascepi libertatis donum quod iam olim eadmundus rex 
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ocddentalium saxonum largitus est suo sequivoco pro nan- 
ciscenda eius gratia et mercede sterna, scilicet Eadmundo 
regi et martyri quod bouse uoluntatis uoto augere cupimus. 
quatinus eius promereri precibus merear portionem eius bea- 
titadinis post huius cursum uitse. Tali libertate concedo 
fando frui illi in quo idem sanctus pausat. ut quoties populus 
imiuersus persoluit censum danis. yel ad naues. seu ad arma. 
persoluant inhabitantes in ipso fundo eadem ad usus quos 
elegerint fratres illius loci, sitque nobis remedio hoc. michi 
quippe. seque reginee mesB ^Ifgifse. ac filiis nostris. om- 
nibusque qui pridem ei hoc contulerunt. Huic libertati 
concedo additamentum. scilicet n^aritimos pisces qtii mihi 
contingere debent annualiter per thelonei lucrum et pisca- 
tionem quam ulfkytel habuit in wylla. et omnia iura qua- 
romcumque causarum in uillis quae monasterio adiacent et 
qusB adiciendas sunt per gratiam del. Dedi quoque reginsB 
mese assensum. concedens ei pro sua elemosina dare quattuor 
milia anguillarum cum muneribus quse pertinent ad illas pro 
annual! censu in uilla quse cognominatur lacyngahyj^e. Si 
quislibet quod absit istam libertatem quoquolibet conatu niti- 
tor seroitutis iugo subigere. yel praua intentione transmutare. 
ut rursus clericos in eo coUocet loco sit addictus captiuitati 
stemee. carens sempitema libertate. et mancipatus seruitio 
diaboli. eiusque consortio sit inextricabilibus habenis con- 
strictus nisi satisfactio eius erratui subueniat. quod prorsus 
optamus. 

+ Ego cnut rex gentis Anglorum aliarumque nihilo- 
minus hoc priuilegium iussi componere. et com- 
positum cum signo dominicsB crucis confirmando 
impressi. 

+ Ego SBlfgifa regina omni alacritate mentis hoc con- 
firmaiu. 

+ Ego uulstanus archiepiscopus consensi. 

+ Ego ffidelnodus archiepiscopus confirmaui. 
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+ Ego godwinus episcopus corroboraui. 

+ Ego flBlfwinos episcopos aasensum dedi. 

+ Ego 8el£sinii8 episcopus consignani. 

+ Ego 8e])ericuB episcopus condusL 

+ Ego selfwiuB episcopufl roboraui. 

+ Ego biihtwaldus episcopus. 

+ Ego eric dux. 

+ Ego godwinuB dux. 

+ Ego ulf dux. 

+ Ego eglaf dux. 

+ Egohacuadux. 

+ Ego leofwinus dux. 

+ Ego godricuB dux. 

4- 

4- Ego oalacufl miles. 

+ Ego jfored miles. 

+ Ego J^urkil miles. 

4- Ego jftjm miles. 

*h Ego bro]H>r miles. 

+ Ego elfric miles. 

+ Ego eoUwinus miles. 

+ Ego leofiicus abbas. 

4- Ego selfwardus abbas. 

+ Ego 8Bj>elBta]iU8 abbas. 

-|- Ego selfsius abbas. 

4- Ego leofwinus abbas. 

+ Ego uulfredus abbas. 

+ Ego oskytelus abbas. 

+ Ego »lfwius. 

+ Ego sBlfricus. 

+ Ego selMcus. 

+ Ego leo&ius. 

+ Ego leofiricus. 



Ill 

Ok admibtiges drihtnes naman. ic cnut kyning kyj^e eallum 
mannum ymbe done rsed de ic mid nuQum raedgjrfum ge 
nedd hebbe for minre sawle J^earfe. and for ealles mines 
J^odscijms gesimdfalnyBse. J>»t is. j>set ic ann ece freodomes 
dam balgan kynuige see eadmunde swa for]? swa be fyrmest 
baefde into J^re stowe J;e be on restad. and swa wille ic J^t 
se freodom stande on bis ge wealde nnawend. buton elces 
bisceopes anwealde JTSsra scire ecelice freo. and swa fela syjie 
twa menn gyldad bere gyld. o)>J>e to scip gylde. gylde se 
tonscipe swa swa ojyre menn dod to jTsere muneca neode J;e 
J^srbinnan sceolon for us J>eowian. and we ge oaron j^sdt bit 
nsefire ne sceolde senig mann ge wendan to odres bades man- 
num. buton be wolde beon ascyred fram Godes gemanan. 
and eallum bis J>am balgum. And ic ge ann jTam munecan 
to fodan eabie ]K>ne fiznod J>e ulfkytel abte set wyllan. and 
min gafol fisc J>e me arist be ssb lande. and min cwen selfgyiu 
ann jmm balgum feower )>usend eela mid beora lacon J>e JTser 
to ge byriad. let lakynge byj^e. and ic ann beom eaira beora 
tun scene of ealle beora lande. J>e bi nu babbad and git be 
gitan sceolan on Godes este. 



TRANSLATION OF THE SAXON. 

Iw the name of the Almighty Lord, I, Cnut, king, make known to all 
men concerning the connsel which I hare taken with my counaellors, for my 
soul's need and for the benefit of all my people, that ia to aay : — ^That I grant 
eternal freedom to the holy king Saint Edmund in auch wise henceforth as 
he had it heretofore in the place wherein he rests, and I will that this free- 
dom atand in his dominion unchanged, from the power of eyery bishop of 
the ahire whatsoever eternally free. And so often as men pay army-money 
or ship-money let the township pay, according as other men do, to the 
behoof of the monks, who shall therein serve [God] in our behalf. And 
we have chosen that no man shall erer conyert the place to the use of men- 
of another order, unless he would be cut off from the commimion of God and 
all his saints. And I grant to the monks for their nourishment all the 
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fishery which Ulfkytel owned at Wylla, and my toll of fish which arises 
to me along the sea coast. And my queen .£lfgyfu grants to the saints 
four thousand eels with their serrices which pertain to them, at Lakynge 
hythe. And I grant to them jurisdiction over all their townships in all their 
land, which they now haye, and may hereafter acquire by God's grace. 



As it may be interesting to some readers to compare the 
spelling of the original Saxon, with that of the copy made 
by Denham^ the sacristy in the time of Edward the Second^ I 
add it here, from the Codez DiplomaticuSy Vol. IV. p. 17. 

In selmichtin drichtines name! Ic Cnut kyng kide alle 
manne da wed* dat ic mid mine redgiuen red habbe for mine 
saule pearfe. and for alle mine J>edschipes sendfulnesse ; dat 
is. dat ic an ece fredomes dan halegen kinge seint Eadmund 
80 ford 80 he firmest hauede into dere stowe dat he on rested, 
and so wille ic dat se fredom stonde on his welde unawend 
buten alkes bisschopes anwelde dere schire ekilike fre ; and 
so fele side so men gilded hire geld oder to schipgeld. gelde 
se tunscipe so odere men don to dere moneke nede de der 
binnen schulen for hus jiewien. and we curan dat it nefre ne 
schulde ani man wenden to odre godes f manne. buten he 
wolde ben aschired from Godis manne and alle hise halegen. 
And ic an do monekes to fode al dat fishnode dat Wlfketel 
aichte at Welle and min gouelfisch de me arist be selonde ; 
and mine quen JBIgiue an den halegen four j^usend ele mid 
hire looc de derto hired at laking hede ; and ic an hem alle 
here tune socne of alle hire lend de he nu habben and get 
begiten schulen on Godes este. 

* Read red, f Read hodet. 
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HARDECNUT>3 CHARTER. 

f 

Ik nomine sanctee Trinitatis et indiuiduse unitatis, de- 
scriptio inmunitatis hardeknuth anglorum regis, super mo- 
nasterio sancti eadmondi martyris. Quum diuina scriptura 
moltis in locis attestante. liquet omnino cursum presends uitse 
in nalle lacrimarum constitutum fore, perspecta uolubili rota 
transeuntis mundi. nulli cuiuslibet scientiee perspicaci uigore 
pollenti. hie inuestiganda est aut appetenda felicitas ueri 
gaadii. cum qoantalibet dignitas camis nostras non tantum 
calcabili feno comparata assimiletur prophetica uoce. uerum 
etiam eius momentaneo flori. quo nil in uniuersitate rerum 
materialium uisibili. fragilius aut labilius inuenitur haberi. 
Cum ergo ita se rei ueritatem proculdubio liqueat habere. 
adeo pro dolor hebetatse mentis inuoluimur ceca caligine. ut 
odio digna amplecti sollicite studeamus. et qus diligenda 
merito forent omnino uitemus et proponamus dum reliquenda 
iugiter tenere concupiscimus. Et ad perpetuitatem cslestis 
gloris ad quam diuina ammonitione sanctorumqtie patrum 
crebra institucione inuitamur cotidie. nuUius affectu desiderii 
satagimus anhelare. In cuius rei serie. si quis uoluerit per- 
spicaci diligentia animadvertere. quam plurima nobis com- 
periet aduersa digne prouenire. dum irretiti transitoria pompa 
ambitionis mundanae salubria animarum nostrarum remedio et 
utilitati praesumimus uitare et fugere. ponderosae usquequaque 
camis superati pro nefas fragilitate. Sed iuxta uocis domi- 
nice testimonium, in quo ualet proficere aliquis hominum 
lucrator uniuersarum mundanarum rerum. si contigerit animae 
suas pati mortale detrimentum? quin etiam expediret ualde. 
meditari iugiter et recolere uerba exhortacionis dominicae. 
quibus conscientiarum testis ipse, conuertentibus ad eum sc 
promittit appropinquare et non deesse. interminans ab eo 
elongantes de terra uiuentium delendos fore. Quod si nil 
est dulcius iocundius atque felicius. quam cum eodem domino 
[vol. IV.] I 
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rerum gaudere perpetualiter in celestibns facile e contrario 
agnosci datur prorsus nil esse difficilius nuserius atque lugu- 
brius. quam cum diabolo menbrisque eius. suppliciis addici 
gehennalibuB. Cuius exacdonis si efiugere conamur passio- 
nem. ne pigeat euuangelicis uerbis mentis sollicitam adhibere 
intcntionem. cuius instigamur salutifera ammonitione. non 
solum tales de mammona xniquitatis nobis amicos prseparare 
quorum fulti auxilii leuamine. corporaliter hinc de£cientes 
recipi mereamur in perpetua beatitudine. sed etiam sanctam 
secclesiam nostrarum facultatum quantitate ditare et quieti 
domino famulantium inibi prouidere. Si uero id necessarium 
fore credatur christiane fidei in pressione insignitis omnibus, 
ut pro facultate uirium deuotius insudare debeant his ac hu- 
iusmodi similibus ceterorum bonorum operum exercitiia et 
fructibus. tum praecipue tarn bonae deuotionis liberalis muni- 
ficentia nobis inesse debet regibus. quorum ditioni non quo- 
rumlibet meritonim qualitate. sed solius diuinse clemencise 
prouidentia et dispositione. ad regendum concessus est sub- 
iectus populuB. et ad tuendum a malis imminentibus sexus 
utriusque ordo aecclesiasticus. Denique quum iuxta quanti- 
tatem commissi talenti. durius nos esse exigendos non igno- 
ramus ni conspectu iudicis adorandi et tremendi. et pro cursu 
transactae mUe adepturos locum remunerationis aut penn. 
ideo expedit ut in suscepti officii cura ita strenue uigilare 
studeamus. Quatinus hie cum fructu bonorum operum tran- 
quilla pace degentes. de triumphoque sanctffi dei ecclesiie 
hostium et nostrorum gaudentes. ab eodem domino ditali 
mereamur auditu boni euge. et perpetualiter foueri in pro- 
missa sanctorum consortio requie. Cuius adeptionis ardore 
inhianter succensus. ego hardeknut rex anglorum uocatns. 
gratum mecum duxi notificare omnibus tam prsesentibus 
quam futuris utriusque sexus fidelibus praeoellentissimum 
knuth genitorem meum cum assensu laude et consilio suo- 
rum archiepiscoporum. episcoporum. abbatum. monachorum. 
clericorum. et regni sui deuotorum procerum. et ceterorum 
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minoris ordinis gregariorum militam. sicut ia ordine eiusdem 
continetar regalis pr»cepti. eo tenore constitaisse monachos 
in loco sancti eadmundi, ut nulli regam aut hominam am* 
quam in futoro liceret ponere inibi ordinem alium. Quo 
nitalibus amis exempto. meque in eiusdem regni solio diuma 
opitulante dementia eubstituto. et lundonie prssidenti in 
generalifl cari« placito. Egelnodus cantuariorum archiepis- 
copns cum eiusdem comitatus prsBsule ^Ifirido nomine et 
com pnefati sancti Uui uocato abbate in prsesentia mea palam 
astitit. et utrumque a me cum eisdem petiit. uidelicet ut de- 
scripta prius a uenerabili patre meo nt dixi eiusdem loci con- 
finnatione propri® firmitatis auctoritate roborarem. et quod 
adhuc supererat perficere minime differrem. Ad hsec me 
quid sibi uellet et quo tenderet huius rationis prolatio requi- 
rente. illi e contra indicauerunt repente. se id uelle a nostras 
prindpalitate serenitatis ab omnibusqoe sKXslesiasticis perso- 
nis atque proceribus ibidem congregatis humiliter petere. 
quatinos pro remedio animae patris et matris atque mese et 
prospera regni nostri stabilitate. banc libertatis immunitatem 
sancti eadmundi loco eiusque babitatoribus dignarer conce- 
dere. ne inibi domino famulantes cenobite. pastorum eeccle- 
siastioorum aut ad se pertinentium personarum uUo deinceps 
tempore quaterentur seu impedirenter molestia aut obpres- 
aione. Dixerunt igitur se id pluribus modis quamdiu uitalibus 
amis firuerenter uelle fieri turn quia ipsi ambo interfuerunt 
pateme confirmationi. tum quia meritis prsefati sancti pro 
petito benefido huiusmodi sperabant a domino mihi sibique 
perpetuam remunerationem proueniri. tum quia yerebantur 
ne perrersioris intentionis et animi nostri successores sen- 
tirentur et inyenirentur atque sui. Quo patefacto nostro 
generaliter auditui. licet non potior esset eis uoluntas petendi 
quam mihi desiderium exequendi. tamen perquisite inde con- 
silio communL uniuersali concordia in primis a deuotissima 
matre mea. Ymma. deinde ab omnibus oportunum responsum 
accepL lu>c probabile. utile dignumque effectu esse, a nullo 

i8 
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coram abnegari posse. Qua propter del omnipotentis suc^ 
census amore. et eiusdem martyris patrocinio gaudens et 
honore. cum fauore laudeque ecclesiasticorum pastorum mun- 
danorumque principum. taliter descriptum constituo roboro- 
que prssceptum. ut nullus archiepiscoporum aut episcoporum. 
aut aliquis secundi ordinis coram disciplinatui adberentium 
personarum. audens quoque modo huius nostrse constitutioDis 
uiolare iudicium prssumat quicquam consuetudinis sire domi- 
nationis amodo in eodem monasterio et idlla super monachos. 
clericos. aut laicos proclamare usurpare. iusticiam aliqoam 
facere aut missas celebrare. nisi monitus fuerit ab ipsius loci 
abbate. aut ipsi abbati pro homicidio aut adulterio placuerit 
aliquem suorum ad eum mittere. Si quis uero posteromm 
quod non putamus futurum. hoc aggressus fuerit temere 
calumniari aut in&ingere decretum. prsssentium secdesiasti- 
corum prolate excommunicationi subiaceat. et cum iuda tra- 
ditore ignis tartarei penas indesinenter luat et substineat. et 
insuper regio fisco. xjex. auri talenta persolyat. £t super 
conseruatores domini ueniat benedictio. adiutorium et conso- 
latio. uitee et rerum congrua tranquillitas corporis et mentis 
iugis protectio salus et sanitas. ut et hie prosperam uitam 
ducant cum fructu deo placitorum operum. atque post carnis 
obitum. perpetuum diuins contemplationis adepti gaudium. 
feliciter in sorte maneant et consortio sanctorum. 4* Ego 
hardeknut rex anglorum aliarumque nationum hoc priuile* 
gium iussi componere. et compositum propria manu inpres- 
sione dominice cmcis confirmaui. •{• Ego ymna regina 
mater ipsius hardeknut gaudenter assensum prcebui. •{* ^S^ 
^gelnodus dorobemensis archiepiscopus signo crucis consig- 
naui. •{* ^S^ Alfricus eboracensis archiepiscopus consignaui. 
•{« Ego Alwinus wintoniensis episcopus consignaui. •{* ^S^ 
Aluuordus lundoniensis episcopus consignaui. •{* ^S^ Alfri- 
cus helmhamensis episcopus consignaui. •{* ^S^ Liuingus 
Wigornensis episcopus consignaui. •{« Ego Wlsius hche- 
feldensis episcopus consignaui. •{* ^g^ Brithwoldus Winto- 
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niensis* episcopus consignaui. •{« Ego Grimketel eudsaxonic 
episcopus consignaui. •{• Ego eadmundus lindisfarnensis 
episcopus consignaui. •{• Ego Sigewart abbas consignaui. 
•{• Ego helias abbas consignaui. •{• Ego godwinus comes 
assensum proebui. •{* ^S^ thuri comes consensi. •{* ^S^ 
leofricus comes consensi. •{• Ego Siwardus comes consensi. 
•i* Ego Booni comes consensi. 

* Thia should be WUtaniensU. 



118 



M an !Mtvi €umM CanileHtirk. 



OOKKUHIOATBD BT 



THE KBV. C. IL MANNINa, M. A., Hon. Sbc. 



The beautiful specimen of ancient enamel here engraved, 
was recently exhibited to the Society by Mr. 6. Johnson, 
and is understood to hare been preserved at a house in the 
parish of Weston. It was originally, no doubt, part of the 
plate used at an altar ; and is of that description so profusely 
manufactured for the whole of Europe in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, at Limoges. The class of enamels to which it belongs, 
is usually known by the names of champ4etif and encrusted; 
the pattern being principally formed by the surface of die 
metal left plain, with intermediate spaces tooled out, and 
filled up with colour. The term imbedded has been also 
used,* as more ezpressive of the process employed. The 
present example is formed of copper, and is five inches in 
height. The candle was a£ixed by a pricket, which is now 
lowered. The colours of the enamels are as follow : the 
ground of the quatrefoils round the top of the nozzle is blue ; 
the ten heart-shaped ornaments underneath are blue, with 
three rounds of white in each ; and the leaves below them 
are green at the base, yellow in the middle, and white at the 
edge. The lozenges at the top of the stem are dark blue 
with white centres, alternating with light blue with yellow 

* See a valuable paper by Mr. Franks in the Arch. Jaumaif YIIL, 61. 
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centres; the four fleurs-de-lis on the stem are light blue. 
The knob is ornamented with intersecting circles^ of which 
the square parts are dark blue^ with yellow centres, and the 
ovals white. The leaves on the stem below are green with 
yellow edges, the ground between them being blue and 
white ; the band at the bottom of the stem has a ground of 
bright blue. The spreading base is ornamented with six 
circles, of two alternate designs. One has four blue and 
white orals, the ground being yellow and green; the other 
has four curled leaves of metal, with a white, blue, and 
plum-coloured ground.' The ground of the rest of the base 
is all grecD, and the six small flowers in the angles are blue 
and white. The border, finishing the base, is light blue. 

The design of the three feet on which the candlestick 
rests is somewhat Romanesque in character, and may justify 
the opinion that its date should be placed early in the thir- 
teenth century. A diflferent style of enamel, called trans- 
luddg or transparent (of which the famous cup belonging to 
the Corporation of Lynn is a fine example), prevailed in the 
fourteenth century, and to this succeeded the painted enamels, 
for which the later Limoges school is so justly famed. Ano- 
ther curious specimen of thirteenth-century enamel is pre- 
served in the Norwich Museum : a shallow bowl, ornamented 
with flowers and figures, and a foreign coat of arms. Nume- 
rous examples of these valued antiquities have been illustrated 
in archaeological works, and exhibited at meetings; but the 
candlestick is not quite so frequently met with as the pyx, 
reliquary, &c. ; and few could be found more tasteful and 
elaborate than the one now produced. 
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The engraving which accompanies this Paper, and which 
has been presented to the Society by Mr. J. R. D. Tyssen, 
of the Manor House, Hackney, represents the Holy Sepul- 
chre at Northwold, a large village in this county, twelve 
miles North-west of Thetford, on the road to Lynn. 

In a church full of interesting architectural details, show- 
ing examples of every Gothic style from Early English to 
Late Perpendicular, the curious structure of which the plate 
r gives a correct representation is the most remarkable. A 

few observations upon it, and the ceremonies connected with 
Easter Sepulchres in general, may perhaps not be unaccep* 
table to the members of our Society. 

The position which it occupies is on the North side of the 
chancel, not far from the East wall. It is partly hollowed 
in the wall, and partly projects from it. The length from 
East to West is nine feet, and the present height twelve feet: 
far exceeding in size either of the other two best known re- 
maining examples, — the Sepulchre at Lincoln Cathedral, of 
which only the lower portion now exists, or that at Heck- 
ington in Lincolnshire, the size of which is 2 ft. 8 in. by 5 ft. 
There is no doubt that this at Northwold is the largest relic 
of the kind extant in the kingdom. 

The plinth rests upon the floor of the chancel ; it is quite 
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plain^ and projects a little further from the .wall than the 
upper portion of the structure. The part next above the 
plinth is ornamented with quatrefoils^ having two panelled 
arches^ between each quatrefoil^ trefoiled and cusped. These 
are somewhat imperfect, in consequence of the softness of 
Uie material of which the Sepulchre is composed — the clunch 
or chalk-stone of the parish and neighbourhood. 

Above the quatrefoils are exhibited the figures of four 
soldiers evidently startled from repose by some sudden sur- 
prise or fear. One grasps his spear, another his shield, and 
all appear to be in a state of considerable alarm, fulfilling 
the description of the Evangelist, (St. Matt, xxviii. 2) — 
'' Behold, there was a great earthquake : for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was 
like lightning, and his raiment white as snow : and for fear 
of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men." 
Blomefield, in his description of this Sepulchre, says that 
^' they are the effigies of three men in armour and three trees, 
a tree between each man, all in a reclining position." Now 
it is evident from the engraving, which is an exact copy of 
the original, that there are the remains of four soldiers and 
five trees; so that Blomefield must either have been mis- 
informed, or not have examined the subject accurately. At 
Heckington and at Lincoln the number is four, as here. And 
it is well known that that was a very usual division of Roman 
soldiers. At the Crucifixion there were four soldiers, " who, 
when they had crucified him, took his garments and made 
four parts, to every soldier a part." St. Paul was '^ delivered 
to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him," so that each 
quaternion might guard him in turn. These four figures are 
very much mutilated, but are still sufficiently distinct to show 
what they are intended to represent, namely, the Koman 
watch placed by the chief priests to guard the sepulchre 
of Christ. 



The next compartment above the soldiers shows a plain 
ledge, on which, probably, the figures of saints were formerly 
placed. It is divided into three very richly ornamented parts. 
In that nearest the East is an orifice, with arched top, tre- 
foiled and cusped, in which, probably, the pyx, with the host, 
was placed on Good Friday, and there left till the morning 
of Easter-day. This opening is blocked up, except for a few 
inches at the entrance. 

The arched canopies, which are three in number, are very 
highly enriched with groined tops and with niches for the 
figures of saints, none of which at present remain. These 
three canopies are different from each other in their tracery, 
that towards the East being the most elaborate and beautiful. 
A considerable amount of time must have been consumed in 
forming the roses, the intersecting lines, and other embellish- 
ments here visible. There are two heads representative of 
the Father, a face with rays encircling it. This device is 
frequently found in Late Perpendicular stained glass, and 
occurs at Tideswell, in Derbyshire, on the brass of the first 
and last Bishop of Hull, Bishop Pursglove, who is buried 
there. The pilasters at the upper portion of the sepulchre 
are very beautiful, and some of them quite perfect. 

Portions of a bratishement still remain on the upper ex- 
ternal part of the canopies, and probably the whole was sur- 
mounted with rich ogee arches, no parts of which now remain, 
except the springings on which they rested. These springings, 
which are shown in the plate, render this a highly probable 
supposition. Had the present top been surmounted with ogee 
arches as supposed, the entire height would have been nearly 
fifteen feet, instead of twelve, as now, and they would no doubt 
have added considerably to its richness and grandeur. 

Such is a short description of the Easter Sepulchre at North- 
wold, the only specimen remaining in Norfolk of the many 
which are incidentally alluded to by Blomefield in his History 
of the County. With respect to the various ceremonies^ which 
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were in use before the Reformation, connected with these 
Btractures, and the directions given about them in the dif- 
ferent Serrice-books, it may not be uninteresting to add a 
few particulars. 

It appears to have been the custom from a very early pe- 
riod to consecrate two hosts on the day before Good Friday, 
and to reserve one of them for the anniversary of the Cru- 
cifixion. And this host so reserved was placed in a fitting 
receptacle with much ceremony on the Thursday, and taken 
again therefrom on Good Friday. It is not at all unlikely 
that this custom and this prepared place, combined with the 
reverence for our Lord's Sepulchre elicited by the Crusades, 
led to the erection of these memorials and to the services in 
connection with them. 

In a manuscript Missal, supposed to be of the twelfth cen- 
tury, now in the University Library at Cambridge, the Bubric 
for tke Thursday before Easter says, '' Dumque psalmi ves- 
pertinales in choro psalluntur, sacerdos ipse psalmos dicens; 
hostaam in crastinum reservatam cum corporalibus reponat; 
que in pizide reverenter locata, precedentibus ceroferariis et 
tfanriferario, ipsemet portans retro ut juxta majus altare in loco 
eminentiori et decenter parato reponat. £t accipiens thuribu- 
lum incenset corpus dominicum. Ubi quamdiu corpus domi- 
nicnm manserit, continue lumen ardeat, nisi per extinctionem 
ultimo candele in matutinis. Hoc expleto ad altare redeat ex- 
pectans donee psalmi in choro finiantur.-' In this rubric we 
find the place designated by the epithets " eminentiori " and 
" decenter parato," words which are exceedingly applicable to 
such Easter Sepulchres as remain. The position also is the 
same, near the greater altar, — ''juxta majus altare." 

The Sepulchre spoken of by Durandus, in his book on 
Symbolism, cannot be the same as this : he calls it a sepul- 
chre or cavity in which reliques ought to be deposited ; it 
signifieth, he says, the golden pot of manna, which was placed 
in the ark of the testimony. " This sepulchre is sometimes 
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made at the upper part of the altar^ sometimes in the front 
side of it.*' 

The Roman Missal, a. d. 1523, says, '^Non obmittat sacer- 
dos curatus consecrare hostiam magnam et seryare illam pro 
servitio crastino ; " and the Missal issued after the Council of 
Trent, a. d. 1582, contains the following rubrics relating to 
the subject. 

I. Feria V. in Coena Domini; (Maunday Thursday) "Ho- 
die Sacerdos consecrat duas Hostias^ quarum unam sumit, 
alteram reservat pro die sequenti, in quo non conficitur Sa- 
crameutum; reservat etiam aliquas particulas consecratas, si 
opus fuerit pro infirmis; sanguinem vero totum sumit, et ante 
ablutionem digitorum ponit Hostiam reseryatam in alio Calice 
quern Diaconus palla et patina cooperit et desuper velum ex- 
pandit, et in medio Altaris collocat." 

II. " Hodie (Maunday Thursday) paretur locus aptus in 
aliqua Cappella Ecclesise yel Altari, et decenter quoad fieri 
potest ometur cum yelis et luminibus ubi Calix cum Hostia ut 
supra reservata reponetur. Finita autem Missa, accenduntur 
intorticia, et fit Frocessio more solito, alio tamen Subdiacono 
parato crucem ferente. Celebrans indutus pluviali albo, stans 
ante altare, imponit incensum in duobus thuribulis absque be- 
nedictione, deinde in medio genuflexus, cum altero incensat 
ter Sacramentum, et accepto calice cum Sacramento de manu 
Diaconi stantis et cooperto cum extremitatibus veli, quo ejus 
humeri teguntur procedit medius, inter eundem Diaconum 
a dextris, et Subdiaconum a sinistris sub baldachino, duobus 
Acoly this Sacramentum continue incensantibus usque ad locum 
preeparatum ubi pro crastino servandum est. Interea dum fit 
Frocessio cantatur Hymnus ' Fange lingua gloriosi Corporis.' 
Cum autem yentum fuerit ad locum prseparatiim Diaconus 
genuflexus a Sacerdote stante accipit Calicem cum Sacramento 
et ponit ilium primo super Altare, ubi a Sacerdote genuflexo 
incensatur ut supra; deinde reponit in capsula. Fostea in 
Choro dicuntur Vesper® sine cantu." 
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In the former of these rubrics we have the host reserved for 
Good Friday; and in the latter, particular directions given for 
the preparation and adornment of the place where it is to be 
kept. The veils and lights are specified; the order of the 
procession laid down ; the celebrant Priest proceeds with the 
Deacon on his right and the Subdeacon on his left, with two 
Acolytes continually censing the Sacrament, to the place pre- 
pared for its reception, and there it is deposited with all the 
imposing ceremonials enjoined by the rubrics. The whole of 
this is done on the Thursday before Easter; and another rubric 
states with what solemnity the place is again to be visited on 
Good Friday, and the Sacrament taken from it. 

''Ordinatur Frocessio ad locum ubi pridie Sacramentum 
repositum fiierat. Frocedit Subdiaconus cum Cruce inter duos 
Acolythos deferentes candelabra cum cereis accensis ; et clerus 
per ordinem, ultimus Sacerdos cum ministris. Cum perventum 
fuerit ad locum Sacramenti accenduntur intorticia quse non 
extinguuntur nisi post sumptionem Sacramenti; et Sacerdos 
genuflectit ante Sacramentum, orat aliquantulum : Diaconus in- 
terim aperit capsulam, in qu& reconditum est Corpus Domini ; 
postea Sacerdos surgens absque benedictione imponit incensum 
in dttobus thuribuBs, Diacono naviculam ministrante, et genu- 
flexus incensat Sacramentum; tum Diaconus extrahens Calicem 
com Sacramento de capsula dat ad manus Sacerdotis et tegit 
extremitatibus veli quod humeros illius circumdat, et proce- 
dunt in ordine quo venerunt: defertur baldachinum super 
Sacramentum et duo Acolythi cum thuribulis continue Sa- 
cramentum incensant. Interim cantatur Hymnus 'Vexilla 
Regis prodeunt' " 

In a Roman Frocessional, date 1629, the following direction 
occurs: ^^Dum deferter processionaliter VenerabUe Sacramen- 
tum ad locum hmofnfice fr^Bparaium cantatur Hymnus ^Fange 
lingua gloriosi Corporis.' " 

These ceremonies and this place made ready for the re- 
ception of the host reserved for Good Friday, would very 
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naturally and very easily lead to the ceremonies of the Easter 
Sepulchre^ which took place on Good Friday and the day of 
the Resurrection. 

In a manuscript Salisbury Missal^ now in the Fitzwilliam 
Library, probably of the early part of the fifteenth century, 
this rubric occurs : '^ Ponantur a Subdiacono tres hostie ad 
sacrandum quarum due reseryentur in crastinum, una ad 
pcipiendum a sacerdote, reliqua ut reponatur cum cruce in 
sepulchre" This is the earliest record found }>y me as to 
the uses which the sepulchre was designed to fulfil ; and, as 
far as I hare been able to ascertain, the Salisbury Missal is 
the only one which contains the above direction. That of 
York is silent upon the point, and the Soman Missals gene- 
rally omit all mention of it. This rubric clears the subject 
satisfactorily ; for we hare here three hosts to be consecrated 
on the Thursday: one for that day; the second for Good 
Friday; and the third to be placed with the cross in the 
Easter Sepulchre. The close connection between the " locus 
aptus in aliqua capeUa " and the Holy Sepulchre, is evident 
from this passage ; and there can be little moral doubt, that 
the spot where the third host was deposited was the same 
in which by the preceding rubrics the second was ordered 
to be placed. 

In the Salisbury Missal the rubric for Good Friday is as 
follows: ^'Finitifl Yesperis exuat sacerdos casulam et as- 
sumens secum unum de prelatis in supelliciis amborum pe- 
dibus nudatis reponat crucem in sepulchrum pariter cum 
corpore dominico scilicet in pizide : incipiens ipse solus 
^■° ^Estimatus sum' Genua flectendo cum sue socio: quo 
incepto statim surgant : similiter fiat in ^ ' sepulto domino. 
Deinde incensato sepulchro et clauso ostio incipiat idem 
sacerdos B^ ' Sepulto.' Ad istas tres aSas genuflectent duo 
predicti sacerdotes continue ; sacerdos incipiat an ' In Face.' 
Chorus prosequatur, * In id ipsum.' Item, sacerdos an ' In 
pace factus est.' Chorus prosequatur, 'Locus ejus.' Item, 
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sacerdos an ' Caro mea.' Chorus prosequatar, ^ Requiescit 
in spe.' His finitis et dictis orator ad placitum secrete ab 
omnibus cum genuflezione omnibus aliis ad libitum receden- 
tibus ordine non servato. Keinduat sacerdos casulam : eodem 
ordine quo accessit in principio serritii^ cum Diacono et Sub- 
diacono, et ceteris ministris altaris abscedat. Exinde ardebit 
continue unus cereus ad minus ante sepulchrum usque ad pro- 
cessionem que fit in resurrectione dominica in die Pasche: 
Ita tamen quod dum p* 'Benedictus' canitur et cetera que 
sequontur in sequenti nocte eztinguatur. Similiter extingua- 
tor in yigilia Pasche dum benedicitur noYUs ignis usque dum 
accendatur cereus paschalis xxxvi pedes continens in longi- 
tadine." 

This rubric directs what is to be done : the cross is to be 
placed^ after yespers^ in the sepulchre with the host (corpora 
dominico) in a piz; the sepulchre is to be censed with in- 
cense ; the door shut^ and the hymn " Sepulto Domino " sung. 
One wax-light at least is to be kept burning before the sepul- 
chre till Easter morning, except while the Benedictus is 
chanted and the New Fire blessed on Easter-ere. Allusion 
is also made to a procession on Easter-day, probably to the 
Sepulchre; but the Missal for Easter-day is quite silent 
upon the matter. 

But though the Salisbury Missal gives no further informa- 
tion on the subject, we haye a detailed description of the 
ceremonies performed in another of our cathedrals, both on 
Good Friday and on Easter-day, in a small book printed in 
167S, intitled, '^ The Ancient Bites and Monuments of the 
Monastical and Cathedral Church of Durham, collected out 
of the Ancient Manuscripts about the time of the Suppres- 
sion," by J. Davies ; a copy of which is now in the TJni- 
yersity Library at Cambridge. " Within the Abbey Church 
of Durham, upon Good Friday, there was maryellous solemn 
seryice, in which service time, after the Passion was sung, two 
of the antient monks took a goodly large crucifix, all of gold. 
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of the picture of our Saviour Christ, nayled upon the cross, 
laying it upon a yelret cushion, having St. Cuthbert's arms 
upon it, all embroider'd with gold, bringing it betwixt them 
upon the cushion to the lowest greeses, or steps, of the quire, 
and there betwixt them did hold the said picture of our Sa- 
viour, sitting on either side of it And then one of the said 
monks did rise, and went a pretty space from it, and setting 
himself upon his knees, with his shoes put off, very reverently 
did kiss it : and after him the other monk did so likewise, 
and then they sate down on either side of the said cross, 
holding it betwixt them. Afterward, the prior came forth 
of his stall, and did sit him down upon his knees, with his 
shoes off in like sort, and did creep also unto the said cross, 
and all the monks after him, one after another, in the same 
manner and order ; in the mean time the whole quire singing 
a hjrmn. The service being ended, the said two monks 
carried the cross to the sepulchre with great reverence (which 
sepulchre was set up in the morning on the North side of the 
quire, nigh unto the high altar, before the service time), and 
there did lay it within the said sepulchre with great devotion, 
vrith another picture of our Saviour Christ, in whose breast 
they did enclose, with great reverence, the Most Holy and 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, censing and praying unto it 
upon their knees a great space ; and setting two tapers lighted 
before it, which did bum till Easter-day in the morning, at 
which time it was taken forth." These observances at Dur- 
ham on Good Friday agree, in the main, with the directions 
of the Sarum Missal ; the variations being only such as their 
reverence for St. Cuthbert, their patron saint, would naturally 
suggest. 

Mr. Davies describes the Easter-day solemnities as follows : 
" There was in the Abbey Church of Durham very solenm 
service upon Easter-day, betwixt three and four of the clock 
in the morning, in honour of the Resurrection, where two of 
the eldest monks of the quire came to the sepulchre set up 
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upon Good Fryday, after the PaBsion^ all cover'd with red 
velvet and embroidered with gold, and then did cense it, 
either of the monks with a pair of silver censers, sitting on 
their knees before the sepulchre. Then they, both rising, 
came to the sepulchre, out of which, with great reverence, 
they took a marvellous beautiful image of our Saviour, re- 
presenting the Besurrection, with a cross in his hand, in 
the breast whereof was enclosed, in most bright crystal, the 
Holy Sacrament of the Altar ; through the which crystal, the 
Blessed Host was conspicuous to the beholders. Then, afiier 
the elevation of the said picture, carried by the said two 
monks upon a fair velvet cushion, all embroidered, singing 
the antheme of ' Christus resurgens,' they brought it to the 
high altar, setting it upon the midst thereof, the two monks 
kneeling before the altar and censing it all the time that the 
rest of the quire were singing the aforesaid antheme of 
' Christus resurgens.' Which antheme being ended, the two 
monks took up the cushion and picture from the altar, sup- 
porting it betwixt them, and proceeding in procession from 
the high altar to the South quire door, where there were four 
ancient gentlemen, belonging to the prior, appointed to attend 
their coming, holding up a most rich canopy of purple velvet, 
tassel'd round about with red fringe, and a goodly gold fringe ; 
and at every comer of the canopy did stand one of these 
ancient gentlemen, to bear it over the said images, with the 
Holy Sacrament carried by the two monks round about the 
church, the whole quire waiting upon it with goodly torches, 
and great store of other lights ; all singing, rejoicing, and 
praying to God most devoutly, till they came to the high 
altar, upon which they placed the said images, there to remain 
till Ascension-day." 

At Rouen the " Office of the Sepulchre " was celebrated in 
the following manner : three deacons, robed in dalmatic and 
amice, their heads clothed to resemble women, come through 
tbe middle of the choir, and, hastening towards the sepulchre 

[vol. IV.] K 
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with downcast looks^ utter this Terse together: ^'Quib revolret 
nobis lapidem ? " This finished, a boy like an angel clad in 
white before the sepulchre, says, '^ Quern qusritis in sepul- 
chre ? *' The Marys answer, " Jesum Nazareum crucifixum." 
Then the angel replies, ^'Non est hie, surrexit enim," and 
points to the place with his finger. This done, the angel de- 
parts as quickly as possible, and ^o senior priests, in tunics, 
sitting within the sepulchre, say, ^'Mulier quid ploras?" The 
middle woman of the three answers, " Domine si sustulisti eum 
dicito." The priest, showing her the cross, then says, '' Quia 
tulerunt dominum meum." The two that are seated exclaim, 
^' Quern queeritis mulieres." The Marys kiss the place and 
afterwards go forth from the sepulchre. Meanwhile a priest in 
the character of our Lord, with alb and stole, holding the cross, 
meets them on the left side of the altar, and says, " Mary ; " 
which, when she hears, she throws herself most quickly at his 
feet, and exclaims, " Rabboni." The priest nodding, says, 
" Noli me tangere." This ended, the priest again appears 
on the right side of the altar, and cries to them as they pass 
before the altar, " Ayete nolite timere." This done, he dis- 
appears ; and the women, haying heard this, bow with joy to 
the altar, and, turning to the choir, sing this chant, '^Alleluia 
resurrexit Dominus. Alleluia." 

The aboye is translated from the Latin C)£S.ce quoted by 
B. G. in his Paper on the Heckington sepulchre, published 
by the Antiquarian Society in 1795; and it would appear 
from it, that this seryice bears a close analogy to the church 
mysteries of mediaeval times. The three deacons are made 
to represent the women in the Gospel narrative: they ask 
the question put into their mouths by the Eyangelist, " Who 
will roll away the stone for us?" The boy appears as an 
angel, and says, '^ Whom seek ye in the sepulchre?" They 
answer, " Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified." The boy 
angel replies, " He is not here, he is risen." And of the 
other characters it may be said, that they all bear a dramatic 
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aspect, and the whole office is as it were a scene from the 
Gospels acted by the priests and deacons, to whom the con* 
duct of the ceremonial is assigned. 

It is not unreasonable to suppose, that these structures owe 
their importance, in some degree at least, to the dramatic 
element which was infused into almost every religious ser- 
vice in the middle ages. Sfktthew Paris tells us of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Christ being taken from the infidels, and of 
the first devotions there in the last year of the eleventh 
century. The zeal of Peter the Hermit, and of those en- 
thusiastic soldiers of the cross whom his eloquence induced 
to embark in the Crusades, was all animated with the desire 
to rescue the Holy Sepulchre from the possession of the Ma- 
hometan. For this cause all orders of men enlisted them- 
selves under the sacred banners, as Hume declares, and were 
impatient to open the way with their swords to the sacred 
city. Nobles, artizans, peasants, even priests, enrolled their 
names; and to decline this meritorious service was branded 
with the reproach of impiety, or, what was perhaps esteemed 
more disgraceful, of cowardice and pusillanimity. It was to 
the Holy Sepulchre that the triumphant warriors, when erery 
enemy was subdued, immediately turned themselves: they 
dung to that sacred monument as the object for which they 
had journeyed so far and fought so manfully. It was in 
contending for the Sepulchre of Christ, that Godfrey of 
Bouillon, and the most heroic of the English kings, Coeur 
de lion, gained that imperishable renown which has immor- 
talized their names; and no one can be surprised that that 
sacred emblem, which drew so many warriors from distant 
lands to fight for its preservation, should have had its coun- 
terpart erected on our own island, and placed by the side 
of our own altars. Some crusader, perhaps, returned from 
the shores of Palestine, may have been the first to build such 
a structure, to remind him of that which was far away ; or 
perhaps some widow or bereaved children might have in- 
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troduced it^ as a sad memorial of a husband or a father fallen 
in the East^ fighting for the tomb of Him who^ for our sakes^ 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 

The architectural details of those specimens which remain, 
as far as their date is concerned, support this view of their 
origin. That at lincohi Cathedral ia Decorated, probably 
cir. 1S50; that at Hecldngton islater Decorated, cir. 1380; 
and this at Northwold, Late Perpendicular, ax. 1480. The 
tomb at Stanton St* John's, Oxfordshire, which is figured in 
the Guide to the Antiquities near Oxford, and which is there 
called ** the arch of an Easter Sepulchre, the crockets and 
bases of which have been cut away," is also Decorated, not 
earlier than the fourteenth century. These all date later 
than the Crusades, and so far support the hypothesis that 
they emanated from the same source, and that they were the 
home representatives of the distant sepulchre at Jerusalem. 
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RELATING TO THE CUST0IT7 OF THE PRINCESS ELIZABETH 

AT WOODSTOCK, IN 1664: 

BBXNO 

LETTEBS BETWEEN QUEEN MARY AND HER PBIVY COUNCIL, AND 
SIR HENRY BEDIN6FIELD, KNT., OF OIBURGH, NORFOLK. 

^noM a Mamueript in tike poueitiom qf the Editor. 

OOMMUMXOATSD BT 

THE REV. C. R, MANNING, M. A., Hon. Sbc, 



Tflieii the a maid had many troublei past 

From Jail to Jail by Marie's angry spleen. 
And Woodstock and the Tower, in prison ftst. 

And after all was England's peerless queen. 

Tatlos. 

The following documents^ although relating to matters un-* 
connected with the county of Norfolk, may claim admission 
to the Papers of our Society from their haying been written 
by a Norfolk worthy of the sixteenth century, whose family 
is still extant and distinguished among us. The MS. from 
which they are taken is a copy, kept by Sir Henry Beding- 
field, of all the letters, &c., which passed between himself 
and Queen Mary or her Privy Council, on the subject of an 
important charge committed to him, viz., the guardianship of 
the Queen's sister, the Lady Elizabeth, at Woodstock, in the 
year 1554. They are all entered in a small folio volume, and 
well preserved. Possessing considerable general interest, and 
no little historical value, it has been thought desirable to lay 
these documents before the public. In undertaking this task, 
the Editor is sensible of many deficiencies which abler hands 
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would have overcome. Inexperience in similar labours^ want 
of access to sources of information^ and more pressing duties, 
have contributed to disqualify him for the office ; and a va- 
riety of points will probably be observed by more practised 
eyes, which demand or admit of fuller illustration. These 
shortcomings, it is hoped, wiU be forgiven, and any censures 
suggesting themselves, be made in the friendly spirit with 
which the Editor will receive them. 



The ancient family of Bedingfield was originally seated at 
Bedingfield, in Suffolk. In the fourteenth century it be- 
came divided into two branches: James, the second son of 
Sir Peter Bedingfield, being the ancestor of the branch now 
settled at Ditchingham, in Norfolk; and his brother, Sir 
Thomas, being that of the Oxburgh family, now represented 
by Sir Henry Bichard Paston Bedingfield, sixth Baronet. The 
manor of Oxburgh came into the possession of this family by 
the marriage of Edmund Bedingfield, of Bedingfield, with 
Margaret, sister and sole heir of Sir Thomas Tuddenham, in 
the time of Henry V. Their grandson. Sir Edmund, was 
the builder of the fine old hall at Oxburgh, in 1482 ; where 
our Society experienced the hospitality of the present repre- 
sentative, at the Swaffham meeting in 1851. The son of this 
Sir Edmund was another Edmund, whose son and heir was 
Sir Hbnrt Bedingfibld, the subject of this notice. He 
was bom about the year 1509; and, as related by Blomefield,* 
was one of those gentlemen that appeared in arms at Fram- 
lingham, in Suffolk, in defence of Queen Mary and her tide 
to the throne, and brought with him a hundred and forty 
men completely armed. After the success of this expedition, 
Sir Henry retained the favour of the Queen, and, firom his 
known attachment to the unrefbrmed religion, as well as, 

■ History of Norfolk, VI., 17«. 
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perhaps, from his resolute and trustworthy character, he was 
chosen as a fit person to have the charge of the Lady Eliza* 
beth ; who, from causes which will be adverted to presently^ 
was not permitted to remain at large. Foxe, and the writers 
who follow him, have attributed Sir Henry's appointment U> 
this office to a desire, on the part of the goTemment, to place 
Elisabeth under a more harsh and unscrupulous custodian 
than Brydges, his predecessor as Constable of the Tower. 
Later historians, however, do not admit the insinuation ; and 
there seems good reason to believe it quite unfounded. Du- 
ring his occupation of the Tower, his journey to convey 
Elizabeth to Woodstock, and his residence there, numerous 
stories are told by Foxe of his severity towards her ; but it 
is difficult to decide how much truth there may be in them. 
Foxe's partisanship and ill-judged zeal are well known, and 
he has not scrupled to turn every incident to the discredit of 
his opponents. At the present day, when the whole subject 
can be viewed from a distance, a more dispassionate opinion 
prevails ; and there is nothing in the documents now pro* 
dnced but what tends to confirm it. It is true that no refer- 
ence to an undue severity on hia part would be likely to be 
found in Sir Henry's own letters; but, at the same time, a 
fidr judgment may be formed of a man's character from his 
correspondence ; and, at least, conclusions drawn from such 
a source will be allowed to have some weight. 

The principal charge that may be laid against him with 
truth, is, as Elizabeth herself expresses it, his ''scrupulous- 
ness" in the direction of her conduct. Having, however,, 
undertaken an important duty in perilous times, it seems his 
chief desire was to fulfil it exactly, without going beyond his 
instructions either on one side or the other ; and if, in the 
execution of his trust, his caution was excessive, we shall 
moderate our censures when yre recollect his zeal for the re- 
ligion which Elizabeth was believed to reject, and the danger 
of giving the least cause of offence to so powerful and deter- 
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mined a body as the Privy Cotincil of Queen Mary. That 
Elizabeth was hardly and ungenerously treated by her sister 
and the Council^ is admitted by all ; but the numerous com- 
plaints which will be found in these letters are not so much 
directed against Bedingfield as against those enemies at Court 
who would not give her the opportunity of clearing herself 
from the charges brought against her. In no case is there 
any appearance of disrespect to her rank ; and we find him 
reading a letter to her on his knees. That the accommoda- 
tions at Woodstock were bad and insufficient^ was no fault 
of his : his money fell so shorty notwithstanding his entreaties 
to the Council, that he lent from his own purse to supply his 
soldiers with food ; and that his continuance in the office was 
by no wish of his own, is evident from his telling the Council 
that " to receyve the dyscharge of this my s'vice were the 
Joyfulleste tydyngs that ever came to me, as o' L. almyghty 
knowethe.'* Nor, above all, must it be forgotten that, as most 
recent historians have justly observed, his strict guard over 
the liberty of Elizabeth was absolutely necessary to her safety 
and reputation. Surrounded on all sides by enemies, eager 
for their own advancement, bitter against her cause, and ready 
to make the most of any reports, she had reason to be thank- 
ful that her *' Jailor," as she is said to have called him, was 
faithful to his trust ; and that firnmess and caution were his 
characteristics, rather than weakness or indulgence. 

The other offices held by Sir Henry Bedingfield during 
the reign of Mary were those of Knight-Marshal of her 
army. Governor of the Tower of London (Oct. 28, 1555), 
and one of the Privy Council. An entry in a fly-leaf of 
the present MS. records his appointment, Dec. 17, 1557, 
to be Vice-Chamberlain and Chieftain of the Teomen of 
the Guard of Her Majesty's chamber. He had also a pen- 
sion of £100. a year assigned him for life, and part of the 
forfeited estate of Sir Thomas Wyatt. After Elizabeth came 
to the throne he still appeared occasionally at Court : and so 
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£u* from suffering persecution for his religion^ or his previous 
severity, he was honoured by a visit from the Queen during 
one of her Progresses in 1578.* He married Catherine, 
daughter of John Townsend, and heir of Sir Roger Town- 
send of Rainham. The Baronetcy was granted to the family 
in 1666, the first Baronet being fourth in descent from him. 
He died at Oxburgh, and was buried there, August S4, 1583. 
A large monument to his memory, with Corinthian pillars 
supporting a canopy, remains in the family chapel, on the 
South side of the chancel. The inscription on it will be 
found in Blomefield, VI. 187. 

The cause of the apprehension of Elizabeth is a piece of 
history so well known, that it is unnecessary to enter into 
minute particulars here. A full account will be found in 
the works of Foxe, Speed, Aikin, and Miss Strickland. It 
will be sufficient to state that she was supposed to be im* 
plicated in Wyatt's conspiracy and Sir Peter Carew*s rising 
in the West. She was basely denounced by Wyatt after the 
failure of his schemes, although without any sufficient proof; 
but the Queen knowing her to be favourable to the reformed 
£uth, was probably glad of an excuse to guard against any 
further attempts of the Protestant party; and the enemies 
of Elizabeth may have represented her to her sister as too 
traitorous to be at liberty. She was then living at her house 
at Ashridge (Jan, 26, 1553-4), and, according to Foxe, her 
arrest took place under circumstances of much cruelty ; but 
here again his statement has been proved erroneous. He 
suppresses a letter, which shews that the Queen did not send 
to take her, but only wrote to her. The words of Tytler 
may be quoted as giving the facts in a brief form. 

" He (Foxe) affirms that on the day afker Wyatt's risings 
Mary sent three of her Council, Sir Richard Southwell, Sir 
Edward Hastings, and Sir Thomas Comwaleys, to Ashridge, 

^ See Nichols's Progre$ie$^ I., 11. No partieulan, however, are given of 
her visit. 
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with a troop of horse^ to bring the Lady Elizabeth to courts 
quick or dead. These knights^ he tells us, arrived there late 
at night, and insisted, at that unseasonable hour, on seeing 
the Lady Elizabeth, who was then very ill in bed. Some 
delay having talcen place, they refused to wait, burst rudely 
into her bedchamber, informed her that she must away with 
them to Court, and next morning, by ten of the clock, carried 
her off, amid the tears and remonstrances of her servants. 
Foxe's narrative is long and minute, but this is the sum of 
it ; and were it true, no one could acquit Mary of cruelty." ^ 

He then proceeds to shew, that although copied by our 
best historians, it is completely erroneous : that Mary did 
not send, but wrote to her (Jan. 26), alluding to Wyatt's 
rebellion, and the ufUrue rumours of Elizabeth, and her 
insecurity at Ashridge, bidding her come to Court where she 
woidd be heartily welcome : that Elizabeth was too ill to gOj 
until Feb. 10 : that Mary forebore to send for her, notwith- 
standing the presumptions against her ; and that it was only 
when Wyatt had accused her that the Queen did send for 
her, and then it was by her own physicians, Dr. Wendy and 
Dr. Owen, and with her own litter to travel in. 

How far Elizabeth was really involved in treasonous at- 
tempts it is not easy now to decide. She probably, as Tjrtler 
observes, had knowledge of Wyatt's plot; but there is no 
proof that she directly encouraged it. Her subsequent treat- 
ment, however, was quite unjustifiable ; and she hardly knew 
on what special ground she was charged. Ignorant of the 
character of those who surrounded her, even dreading mur- 
der at their hands ; having everything to fear from her ene- 
mies at Court; in comfortless detention among strangers; her 
age but twenty-one; her spirit high and impatient of restraint; 

c Tytler'B Edward VL and Mary, 11., 422. See algo Miss Aikin's Uemairt 
of the Court of Queen Elizabeth, I., 139 ; and Miss Strickland's Lives, Y., 362. 
Sir Richard Southwell's name is wrongly giyen by Foze, for that of Lord 
William Howard. 
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it is no wonder that she should lament her condition as '^ with- 
out all hope worldly," and [^ worse than the worst prisoner 
in Newgate." She constantly declares herself, nevertheless, 
a loyal subject, ''never having done, or intended to do, 
anything perilous to the person of the Queen's Highness, or 
the Commonwealth of the realm ; " and her only desire is to 
be tried on some special charge, or to exculpate herself in 
person to the Queen. It will give much satisfaction to the 
Editor, if these documents are thus found to confirm the 
opinions of recent writers, to clear up any obscurity in his- 
torical research, or to vindicate the memory of a worthy of 
Norfolk, and His fair captive, the '' good Queen Bess." 

That any amount of new historical information is to be 
gathered from these Letters, is not pretended; but, as the 
captivity of Elizabeth has been a subject of no little debate, 
it is some service to history and truth to produce the State 
Correspondence relating to it, from which every one may 
form his own opinion, and which cannot be liable to partiality 
or deceit. The originah of a few of these documents are also 
in the Editor's possession, but whence they or the volume 
were obtained, it is impossible now to say. They formed 
part of the antiquarian collections belonging to Thomas Jen- 
kinson Woodward, Esq., of Diss, and probably came to him, 
with others, from his father-in-law, Thomas Manning, Esq., 
of Bungay, also an antiquary. Beyond this they cannot be 
traced. 

An Index has been added, to serve as an epitome of the 
whole, and to facilitate reference to the incidental allusions 
which occur. An apology may be thought requisite for the 
length of the Paper, but, from the nature of the documents, 
it would not have been just, either to History or to the 
Society, to print an imperfect copy of them. 
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A memoriall off all letters, warrunts, &c., whyche I 
have to shewe concemyng the s'vice aboute my 
Ladie Elizabeths grace, whereunto I was co- 
maunded by the Quenes highnes, whyche s'vice 
began the iiij^^ off maye, 1554. And In the 
fyrst yere off hyr moste noble Reign. * 

Maryb the Quene. By the Queen. 

Trustie and ryght well beloved wee grete you well, and 
lette yow wete that our plesure ys, you shall furthw* for o*" 
better s'vice, muster and putte in order & arredines as manye 
hable men off yo' s'vunts, tenuts, frendes and others under 
yo rules and offices, as you are hable to make, so as the same 
maye allwayes be redye upon one hours warnyng to bee em- 
ployed in our s'vice as occasion shall require, and o' fiirder 
plesure ys, that oute of your hoole nombre, you shall chose 
oute the nombre off on hundred off the hableste men to serve 
us underneth yow w^'^in o' tower off london; wherof wee 
have wylled yow to supplie the place off Counstable during 
o' plesure. And these o^ letters shall be yo' sufficient war- 
runte in thys behalf. Geven under o'" signet, at o' mano' off 
S* James, the iiij*^ off maye, the fyrst yere off o' reign. 

W. Petre.« 

^ Elizabeth was conyeyed to the Tower on Palm Sunday, March 18th, 1564. 
Ab she landed at Traitor's Gate, she said, ** Here landeth as true a subject, 
being prisoner, as ever landed at these stairs ; and before thee, O GK>d ! I 
speak it, having no other friends but thee alone." Her fears were much 
increased when Bedingfield arrived with his hundred men in May ; and she 
is said to have inquired, whether he were a person who made conscience of 
murder, if such an order were entrusted to him }^Voxe'B Acta and MamutnentB, 
lU., 945, 047. 

« Sir William Petre, Knight, Secretary to the Privy Council ; father of the 
first Lord Petre. He died in 1572. "The thirteenth of Januarie deceaaaed 
sir William Petre, knight, who for his iudgement and pregnant wit had beene 
secretarie and of the priuie counceU to foure kings and queenes of thia realme, 
and seaven times ambassador abroad in forren lands : he augmented Bzeter 
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Articles comitted to my brother Anthonie' to know 
mj lorde GKamberleyn off the householde ^ hys 
plesure in. and all other that he dydde p'cribe 
unto me^ as ordres to be observed by hys p'si- 
dente aboute my Ladie elizabeths grace. 

1. Ffyrst his Lordeshippe ordre was, that hir grace 
sholde have lib*tee off iiij®' chambres wherin her 
grace doth lye, and nooe man to cii there but sache 
off the Queues s'vunts and hyr owen, as be appoyn- 
ted daylye to attende uppon hir grace. 

2. Itm, hir grace to have lib'tee to walke in the 
Gardeyn when so ever she doth comaunde, fore- 
noone and aftemoone, in w®^ tyme eyther my lorde 
Shandoes ^ or I, henry Bedyngfeld, knyght, to geve 
o** attendunce at that tyme, letting hir grace to cu 
directlye oute off hir lodgyng into the gardeyn 

college in Oxford "with lands, to the value of an hundred pounds by yeare ; 
and alao builded ten almes houses in the parish of Ingexstone for twentie 
pooie people."— flo^intAed; IV., 264. 

r Anthony Bedingfield was the third son of Sir Edmund. He and his 
brothers Humphrey and Edmund appear to haye formed part of the guard 
brought by Sir Henry, as they are frequently employed in the service of 
Elisabeth. Sir Henry is the only one of the family mentioned in the pedi- 
gree given by Blomefield ; but in another, preserved at Ditchingham, their 
order stands thus: (1) Sir Henry, (2) Frauds, (3) Anthony, (4) Humphrey, 
(5) Edmond ; with two sisters, Elizabeth and Margaret. Anthony Beding- 
field liTed at Holm Hale, Norfolk.— See Blom^fieid^ YI., 9. 

a Sir John Oage, K.G. 

^ Sir John Brydges, knighted at the Battle of Spurs : afterwards Oovemor 
of Boulogne, and appointed Ooyemor of the Tower of London at the acces- 
sion of Mary. At the date of the aboye document he had just been raised to 
the peerage (8th of April, 1554) with the title of Baron Chandos of Sudeley. 
It is stated that his seeqnd son Charles was Deputy Lieutenant of the Tower 
when a warrant came for the execution of Elizabeth, but its genuineness 
being doubted (and afterwards proved false), it was not carried into effect. 
He died the 4th of March, 1568. His present representative is the Duke of 
Buckingham and Chandos. 



tkroagh the doores^ wheroff my sajde lorde de- 
lyrered me the keyes. 
S. Itm, hir grace to have hyr plesure, and walke in 

the grette chambre nexte to hir owen chambre 
when so ever she comaundeth the same, the p'sons 
abovesayde gevyng their attendance as ys above- 
sayde. 

[The next item is erased.] 

4. Itm, this p'sente xxv*** off Apryll shee made de- 
syre to have liberte to walke in the grette galorie. 

M**. Wherin hys lordshipps Ordre ys to be known spe- 
ciallye. 

5. Itm, all lynnen broute to hir grace clene by the 
laundresse to be delyrered to the quenes women. 
And theye to see all the foole lynnen delyvered to 
the sayde laundresse. 

6. Itm, all other thyngs brought to hir grace to be 
vewed & serched by the sayde Syr henrye or oon 
off his brothers at the fyrst comyng In onlye. 

7. Itm, w^in what Limitte my ladye Elizabeths 
gracs own 8*vnts attendyng uppon hir w^^'in the 
toure, shall remayn. 

[I%e next three items are erased,] 

8. Itm, yff eny of them fall sycke w*^in the toure, 
M*. whether they may be licensed to departe into the 

towne, there to take there ease or nooe. 

9. Itm, whether eny off hir s'yiits beeng marryed 
M^. maye have theire wyffs repayryng into them or 

there lodgyng w*^ them or nooe. 

10. Itm, whether yt shall be suffered that enye other 
M^. then hir gracs s'vnts for hir pvision off yictuall 

onlye, shall have there repayre into the toure, and 
have eny p*vate conference or eate & drynke w*** 
those whooe remayneth w*^ her grace or nooe. 

11. Itm, to knowe the ordre off the quenes m***** 
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counsell how my ladyes gracs s'viits lieng aboute 
the gate called colde harburgh ^ shall be used & 
comannded. 



Articles comitted to my brother Anthonie to knowe 
the plesures & comaundment' off the quenes m*^® 
or hir gracs honorable Counsell. 



1. 

The quenes pie- 
sure to be knowen. 



2. 

To haTe license. 

3. 

Tff yt be mente to 
hmve tnem in to the 
toure, it jn not 
thought co'Tenie't. 

4. 

Yt ym notte 
thought resonable. 

5. 

As they were in 
my L Chamber- 
lejn's tjme. 



Ffyrst that my Ladye Elizabeths grace, the 
xxv*^ daye off Apryll, made requeste unto 
me to have the lib'tie off the grette Galerie 
to walke in at hyr gracs plesure. Whether 
that yt shall so stonde w*^ the quenes ma***" 
plesure or hyr highnes Counsell or nooe. 
[The same as No. 8, above.] 



[The same as No. 9, above.] 



[The same as No. 10^ above.] 

Itm, how hyr gracs 8*vnts lyeng w%ute the 
gate called colde Colde harburgh (sic) shall 
be used and comaunded. 

Itm, to make sute to my lords off the 
Counsell that yt wolde plese them to deter- 
myn for me. 



^ The meaning of the term " Coldharbonr " haa been much disputed, and 
la not yet aatia&ctorily ascertained. — See Arekaolo^iaf XXXm., p. 125 ; and 
NotsM and Qutrie$, n.» 340. Seyeral places in the neighbourhood of the Tower 
still retain the naae^ as Goldharbour stairs, Coldharbour lane, &c. 
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The Articles agreede uppon by my lorde ChamberlaTue. 

1. [The same as No. 1 of the orders of the Lord 
Chamberlain, above.] 

2. [The same as No. 2, aboye.] 

3. [The same as No. 3, above.] 

4. [The same as No. 5, above.] 
6. [The same as No. 6, above.] 
6. [The same as No. 7, above.] 



The Coansells waminte for the furniture off an C men.^ 

M. Bed. to gooe & to have w*^ hym hys C men. 
S' henrye Bed. to have a warrunte for ccc" in preste, for 
hys soldiours at viij^ the daye a man; a Captayn, iiij"; a 
petie Captayn, ij* ; a drume, xij*. 

To bee chief ruler off that house, and to have 
plate off the house. 
TTMor^'r i i "^^ hare full furniture off beddyng, hangyngs, 
& other necessaries for hym self & syxtene s'yiits 
from the ladye Elizabeth. 
A warunte for 1 corseletts, xxv almayn ry vetts, °* 1 pykes, 
XXV bylls, xxv gunns and bowes, w*^ their full furnitures. 



^ The original copies of this and the two preceding documents are in the 
Editor's possession. 

1 The Marquis of Winchester. 

» " Almayne Rivets. Overlapping plates of armour for the lower part of 
the body, held together by rivets, and invented in Geimany, whence its name. 
They were introduced in the seventeenth century." — Fairholt's CoUvme m 
England, p. 410. The date of introduction here given is evidently too late, 
as the above warrant was issued in 1564 ; and they are mentioned in the will 
of Lord Willoughby d'Eresby in 1526.— Nicolas's T&itamenta Veiutta, p. 622. 
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A plackarde to take upp xij horse. 

Wynchestbb." 

Thomas Nobwicen.*^ John Gage.p 

Bbrt. Rochestre.*! W, Petre. 

NicH. Hare.' 

• William Fatilet, fint Marquis of Winchester, the Lord Treasarer. 
*' 1572. The tenth of March deceased sir William Paulet, knight, lord saint 
John, earle of Wilshire, marquesse of Winchester, knight of the honorable 
Older of the garter, one of the queenes malesties priuie councell, and lord 
high treasoror of England, at his manor of Basing. This worthie man was 
borne in the yeare of our Lord 1488, the first yeare of king Bichard the 
third, and lived about the age of foure score and seayen yeares, in six kings 
and queenes dales. He served five kings and queenes, Henrie the seayenth, 
Henrie the eighth, Edward the sizt, queene Marie, and queene Elisabeth, 
All these he served faithfullie, and of them vras greatlie favoured. Himselfe 
did see the children of his children's children, growing to the number of 
one hundred and three : a rare blessing given by Qod to men of his calling." 
—Holinshed, IV., 265. His portrait is engraved by Lodge, Vol. 11. 

« Thomas Thirlby, LL.D., of Cambridge, the first and only Bishop of 
Westminster, to which see he was consecrated Dec. 19, 1541. He is said to 
have wasted its estates, for the benefit of Henry YIII. and his courtiers, to 
such an extent that it was dissolved by Edward YL, who, however, trans* 
lated him to Norwich, April 1, 1550. He was again translated by Mary to 
Ely, Sept. 15, 1554. In 1555 he was sent on an embassy of congratulation 
to Pope Paul IV. He is said to have treated the Protestants with mildness, 
and even to have shed tears at the degrading of Cranmer : nevertheless, he 
afterwards caused John Hullier, a Protestant in his diocese, to be burnt. 
He was depxived of his see by Elizabeth, for refusing the oath of supremacy, 
and imprisoned, but in g^eat comfort, at Lambeth, where he died, Aug. 26, 
1570, and was buried in the parish church. — Blomefield's Norfolk, HI., 
551. His body was discovered in 1783, with a cap on his head and a hat 
under his arm, only partially decayed. 

p Sir John Gage, K.G., Lord Chamberlain to Queen Mary. He had been 
a distinguished statesman in the reig^ of Henry YIII., having filled the 
offices of Privy Councillor, Yice-Chamberlain, Captain of the Guard, Comp- 
troller of the Household, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and Con- 
stable of the Tower for life. He died April 11, 1556, aged 77, and was 
buried at West Fiiie, Sussex. 

4 Sir Robert Rochester, K.G., Comptroller of the Household. He was the 
son of Sir John Rochester, of Tarling, in Essex, and had been a principal 
officer of Mary's little household during the previous reign, in the last year 

[vol. IV.] L 
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My letter to the quenes hyghnes recityng the manner 
off my ladye Elizabeths io^neye £Grom the tower 
to Wodesstock." 

In moste humble wyse besecheth yo' m**** yo' poore 8*vnte, 
that yt maye plese the same to be ady'tised off the effects 
rysyng & bappenyng in the ioomeye off my ladye Elizabeths 
grace ffrom Wyndsore unto yo^ highnesse house off Woode- 
stocke. The former parte off her ioumeye from London to 
Wyndesore ^ beeng truelye^ as I oolde describe yt, certified 

of which he was committed to the Tower for refosing to communicate to her 
the injunctions of the Privy Council respecting divine worship in her fiimily. 
At her accession she recompensed him for this, and some other hardships he 
had tmdergone in consequence of his fidelity to her, hy bestowing upon him 
the Order of the Garter, and the appointments of ComptroUer of the House- 
hold and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, in which offices he died, 
Not. 28, 1657.— Lodge's lUuitraHofU of Briii9h Buiory, L, 245. 

' Sir Nichohis Hare (of Bruisyard, Suffolk), Master of the Rolls. In the 
reign of Henry Vm. he was twice Speaker of the Hoxise of Commons, and 
a Master of Requests. He was appointed Master of the Rolls Sept. 18, 1653. 
He was buried in the Temple Not. 8, 1557.— Machyn*s Diary {Camdm 
Society), p. 156. His brother, John Hare, Esq., of Stow Bardolph, was 
ancestor of the Norfolk baronets of that name. 

■ Foze relates, that Elisabeth was " brought of the Tower, and committed 
to the custody of Sir John Williams, after Lord Williams of Tame, of whom 
her Highnesse was gently and curteously intreated : who afterward was had 
to Woodstocke, and there committed to the keeping of Sir Henry Benifield, 
knight, of Oxeborough, in Northfolke ; who on the other side, both forget- 
ting her estate and his owne dutie (as is reported) shewed himselfe more 
hard and streight unto her than either cause was giTen of her part, or reason 
of his owne part would haTC led him, if eyther grace or wisedom in him 
might haTC scene before what danger afterward might haTO ensued thereof." 
— Aett and Monuments, HI., 102. 

^ She went to Richmond by water, without landing. She considered her- 
self in great peril that night, and said, "This night I think to die;" but 
was assured by Lord Williams that she would be safe. The next day, 
" passing oTer the water at Richmond, going towards Windsor, her Grace 
espied certaine of her poore serTants standing on the other side, which were 
Tery desirous to see her ; whom when she beheld, turning to one of her men 
standing by, she said : Yonder I see certaine of my men ; goe to them and 
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unto yo^ gracys moste honorable councell by tooe seYerall 
letters ; the fyrst from Bychmonde by my brother £de/ the 
other from "Wyndesore by master John Noryce, yo' gentle- 
man Usher ; and unto hym aUo matters by mouth del]nrered 
to signifie xmto yo' grace moore then I colde expresse by 
wrytyngy bycause thei happened when leyso' sVed not^ and 
I am inforsed to inclose in thys letter^ wreten in Articles for 
avoydyng off tedioosness in the same, the pticularitees off the 
hoole arisyng afore my former letters, by which, yff yt shall 
plese yo' highnes to puse, yow shall ryght well pceyve 
amonge the other matters therein menconed that men bet- 
twyxt London and theys pties be not golde & hoole in 
matters off Beligion; and suerlye I dydde nnderstonde by 
conference w^ the nobleman and gentleman whoese assist- 
ence yow dydde comaunde in the same s'vice, that theye 
be fiillye fyxed to stonde to the late abolyshyng off the 
byshopp off Bomez aucthorite, as heretofore agaynste the 
order of all charite hath been establyshed by statute lawe 
w^in thys Bealme ; yet thei and ey'ye off them doth to my 
iudgem' shewe themselfes yo' hartye and serrisable ibiects 
all other wayes. Syr John Broune, Shreffe of Oxenforde- 
shire, beeng wreten unto by yo** highnesse Counsel!, dydde 
ryght hartylye & gentlye, at hys comyng to my lorde Wyl- 



say these words from me, Tanqoam ovis, like a sheep to the slaugjhter. So 
she passing forward to Windsor, was lodged there that night in the Deane of 
Windsor's house, a place more meete indeed for a Priest than a Princesse." 
-^Foxe, m., 947. ; SiridUand, Y., 109. At Richmond she was offered im- 
mediate liberty on condition of her accepting the hand of the Duke of 
Sayoy in marriage, which she refused; and her penetration deserves the 
highest credit, for *' she saw that it was banishment which was held out to 
her in the guise of marriage ; she knew that it was her rerersion of an inde- 
pendent English crown which she was required to barter for the matrimonial 
coronet of a foreign dukedom ; and she felt the proposal as what in truth it 
was—an injury in disguise."~Aikin's Court of Elizabeth, I., 178. 

* Edmund Bedingfield, Sir Henry's youngest brother. His descendants 
resided at Wighton, Norfolk. 

L 2 
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liams'*'^ howse^ declare tinto me uppon the redyng off the 
sayde letter that he wolde be in a redinesse at all houres to 
dooe 70' highnesse the s'yice lieing w^in the compasse off 
hys possibilite. There was also there oon other gentleman, 
beeng Justice of the peace w^in the same shire, called 
Powell, that pmised the lyke. The suer hope as I can 
leme consisteth in Oxforde Shyre men. The other bettewyxte 
London and that countreye be a grette dele moore doutefuU 
to my pceyyyng. My Ladye Elizabeths grace dydde use 
the ly tter w** yo' highnesse sente hyr ; wherin she was ryght 
werye to my iudgemS the occasion rysyng off the ^tartt off 
the same lytter beeng warpen and cast. Thys p'sente daye 
she hath not been yerye weU at ease, as yo' highnesse women 
dydde declare unto me, and yette at the aftemoone she 
required to walke and see an other lodgyng in the house. 
In the whyche and other lyke hyr requestes I am merrol- 
ouslye pplexed to graunte hir desyer or to saye naye. Seeng 
yt hath been yo' hyghnesse plesure to remove hyr pson 
ffirom & out off the tower off London, where I was ledde' 
to dooe uppon moore certayntee by the p'sident off my verye 
goode Lorde Chamb'layn,^ and also by certayn articles by 
me exhibited unto my Lords off the Counsell, and by them 
ordered, w^^ were to me a pfitte rule at that tyme, and now 
ys yerye harde to be obs'yed In thys place ; wherfore I most 
lowlye and hartylye do desyer yo^ hignes to gyye me auctho- 

* Sir John Williams, having enjoyed the royal tuYOxu under Henry Till, 
and Edward YI., had juat before this time been created Lord Williama of 
Thame (8th April, 1554.) He was one of the first who appeared in behalf 
of Qaeen Mary at her accession, and was appointed Lord Chamberlain to 
King Philip. EQs treatment of Elizabeth on her journey to Woodstock was 
characterized by a kindness and hospitality which was scarcely approved at 
Court ; and his services were retained after she came to the throne. He was 
made Lord President of Wales in 1668, and died at Ludlow Castle, Oct. Uth, 
1569. He was buried in Thame church, Oxfordshire, where a fine monu- 
ment remains to his memory, in the centre of the chancel. 

> Sir John Qage. 
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ritee & order in wrytyng from yo' ma*** or yo* Counfiell^ how 
to demene my self in thys yo' highnesse s'vice^ wherbye I 
shall bee the moore able to dooe the same, and also receyye 
comforte and hartys ease to be yo' hyghnesse daylye bedeman 
to godde for p's'yacon off yo"" moste princelye and Soverengn 
estate longe to endure to godds hono^ the xxj*^ off maye, 
1554. 



A rememberunce off the ioumeye made by my Ladye 
Elizabeth grace from Wyndsore to Syr Wyllm 
Dormers 7 house at "West Wyckhm, the xxj*^ off 
maye. A® 1^ marie regine. 

Ffyrst, when hjrr Grace cam to the Castell gate to take 
hyr lytter, there stoode off master Norreys s'ynts XTJ, in 
tawneye coots, to receyye hjt oute, at whyche place there 
weere sum people to beholde hyr. 

Itm, at the uttergate was master Warde w^ yiij s'ynts 
weponed w^ bylls, and hym self a Wardyng staff. 

Itm, hir grace passed the towne off Wyndsore w^ moche 
gasyng off people unto Eton Colledge, where was used the 
lyke, as well by the scoUers as other; the lyke in yillags 
and ffeldes unto Wyckhm' where most gasyng was used, and 
the wyyes had p'pared cake and wafers w°^ at hir passjmg 
bye them thei delyyered into the lytter. she recey ved yt w*** 
thanks untyll by the quantitee she was accombred and w^ 
the herbes delyyered in w^ the wafers trobled a ; she sayde, 
and desyred the people to Cease. 



T Sir WUliam Dormer, son of Sir Robert Bonner, of an old family, seated 
for many generations at West Wycombe, Bucks, was one of those who were 
made K.B. at the coronation of Mary. He died May 17th, 1575. His son 
was created Lord Dormer of Wenge, and his grandson Earl of Camarron ; 
from whom descends the present Lord Dormer. 

« Wycombe, 
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Itm, at West Wyckhm Syr "Wyllm Dormer, w**» xvj sVnts 
in blewe coats, and M' Dormer * off Tame, hys kynsman, w**' 
iiij**' off hys sVnts, awayted hyr comyng half a myle from 
hys house, thorough whyche towne she passed w^ grette 
lokyng uppon unto mastir Dormers house, where w%ute the 
utter gate my ladye Dormer,^ w^ hyr doughter In Lawe,^ 
the queenes M'^^ mayde, dydde awayte their recepte, and 
folowed the lytter unto the doore where hir Grace alighted 
and wente oute off hyr lytter, and so by them receyved into 
the hous, and so hyr grace went into her chamber, from 
whense shee desyred not to sturre, beeog thereto moved by 
werynesse, as yt was to be iudged. 

M"^, at Wobum in Buckyngh' Shyre oon Xrofer Cooke, 
a playne husbonde man, awayted a quarter off a myle from 
the towne upon an hylle to see hir grace, and advised my 
lorde Wyllms and s' henrye Bed. off the waye: and the 
sayde Syr henrye talkyng w*"* hym founde hym a verye 
ptestunte, uppon whyche occasion he inquired off Wobum 
and Wyckhm markette, w^^ for the moste pte be off the 
same opinion, and by the credible reporte off dyr'se my I. 
Russell^ and certayn other gentlemen off his secte hath 
pcured and practised the same. 

Itm, that the sayde Syr Wyllm Dormer dydde very well 
intertayne hyr grace, as well in hir diet as In hir lodgynge. 

* Perhaps one of the Dormers of Lee Grange, cousins to Sir William. 

^ Dorothy, daughter of Anthony Catesby, Esq., of Whiston, co. North- 
ampton, second wile to Sir William Dormer. 

« Jane, daughter of Sir William Dormer by his first wifie, Mary, daughter 
of Sir William Sidney; she was maid of honour to Queen Mary, and married 
Don Gomez Suarez, Count of Feria. 

' Francis, Lord Russell, eldest son and successor of John, first Earl of Bed- 
ford. He was bom in 1528, and being fayourable to the reformed religion, 
was committed to the Fleet by Mary, July 31, 1653. — Machyn's Diary , p. 38. 
He succeeded as second Earl of Bedford in 1666 ; m the first of Elizabeth 
was sworn of her Privy Council, and took an eminent part in public affiurs^ 
In Jan. 1661 he was sent as Ambassador to France : he was also a Knight of 
the Garter. He died June 28, 1685. 
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A rememberuiice of hyr grace Jo'^neye from M. Dor- 
mers house iu Westwyckhm unto the lorde Wyllms 
house^ the xxij^ daye off maye. 

Ffyrsty hir grace entered the lytter at the halle doore off 
S' Wyllm Dormer, takeng hyr leve off y« ladie Dormer and 
hir doughter, the quenes M**^ mayde, w^^in whyche place 
su women dydde beholde hyr entree in to the lytter, and 
w^oute the gate were some more people to beholde, and 
passyng thorough oon Corner off the sayde toune, where she 
was lykewyse scene and spoken unto ; thus safelye she 
passed w^oute enye grette metyng w*** unto a towne called 
Aston, where su people looked on hyr passyng, and foure 
repared to the churche and range the bells, w^^ were, by 
order of the lorde Wyllyams, S' henrye Bed., and S'^ Wyllm 
Dormer, putte in warde presetlye ; and thus hir grace passed 
to the lorde "Wyllms house,^ whether c'tayn people were 
gathered to see hyr, into the chambers in the inner Courte, 
and alighted oute off hyr lytter at the hall doore, where the 
Ladie Wylliams,' w*'' other gentlwomen, dydde entertayn 
hyr grace ; ffirom whence she passed directlye to hyr lodgyng, 
from the w^^ she sturred not untyll she had supped, when 
she called for the lorde Wyllms, S' henrye Bed., and S' 
Wyllm Dormer to awayte hyr plesure in the utter chamber 
off the three, with whom she talked. 

Itm, she hadde the ladye Wyllms w*^ hyr at Supper, whoe 
remayned there tyll y® lyverie was sVed. 

• At Ricot, Oxfordshire. 

' Elizabeth, fizst wife of John, Lord Williams, daughter and coheir of 
Thomas Bledlow, Esq., and widow of Andrew Edmonds, of Oressing Temple 
in Essex. " The lady Elsabeth, late wyff to the right honorable sir John 
Williams, knight, lord Williams, baron of Thame, & lord chamberlen to 
king Phelype, doter of Bledloo, and afore wyff to Andrew Edmondes of 
Essex, dyed on sonday the 26. of October 1666, and was beryed at Rycot, 
the 4 of Noyember next foloing."— Machyn's Diaryt p. 364, fivm Hurl, 
MS. 897, f. 83. 
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A rememberunce off hyr entertaynm^ at the Lord 
Wyllms, and hir io*^neye from thense to Woode- 
stocke, the xxiij off maye. 

Ffyrst, hyr grace was meryolouslye well entertayned, as 
well in hyr diet as lodgyng^ in whyche she cotinued aU 
that nyght w*^oute enye removyng.^r 

Itm^ at the house off the sayde lorde Wylliams, bettwexte 
the hower of viij and nyne off the clocke in the momyng 
folowengy hyr grace desyred to goo into the gardeyn there. 
Uppon hyr wayted thither S' henrye Bed., w*^ the ladies and 
gentlewomen appoynted to hir grace, where hayyng nooe 
shadowe, she desyred to passe to an other garden on the 
weste syde off the house, where lykewise fynding noe sha- 
dowe, she, by hyr desyer, passed to the Orcharde off the 
same, all by p'yye wayes, and there spendyng the tyme, &c. 

Itm, after masse don, hir lyke desyer was to go into the 
grette galerie thorough the grette Chamber ; and beeng 
lykewyse attended uppon by s' henrye Bed. and the ladies, 
w^ other appoynted to hir grace, the sayde grette chamber 
avoyded off the other people, she passed to the same Galerie; 
w^^in the doore of the same galerie there awayted hyr comyng 
oon Edmonde,^ s'viite unto hir grace, whooe abydeth at the 
house off y« sayde lorde Wylliams, and by leve the nyght 
before caried a dysh to the doore off the djmeng Chamber. 

B "Being yery princely entertained, both of knights and ladies, gentlemen 
and gentlewomen. Whereat Sir Henry BeniAeld grunted, and was highly 
offended, saying unto them that they could not tell what they did, and were 
not able to answer their doings in that behalfe, letting them to understand that 
she was the Queen's prisoner, and no otherwise : advising them therefore to 
take heede and beware of after-claps. Whereunto the Lord of Tame answered 
in this wise ; that he was well adyised of his doings, being ioyned in com- 
mission as well as he, adding with warrant, that her Grace might and should 
in his house be merry."— J^oze, III., 947. 

^ A son of Lady Williams by her first husband, Andrew Edmonds, as he 
is afterwards mentioned as son-in-law to Lord Williams. 
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Itm^ at hir grace deptyng from the lorde Wyllms/ hyr 
grace tooke hir leve at the foote off the stayer from the plo% 
of the ladye Wyllms and all other the gentlewomen there, 
and so passed thorough the hall, and at the doore off the 
same tooke hir lytter, where sum peple dydde beholde hyr, 
and w^oute the gate su moore. 

Itm, passyng by the towne off Whatleye,^ there all the 
people awayted hir passyng w*^ godde save yo"" grace. 

Itm, lyke was used at Stanton saynte Jone. 

Itm, half a myle on that syde Islyppe there was a nomber 
off men & chyldren off the same towne fetchjmg hom to the 
use off the churche, as thei sayde, gyven to them by the 
lorde off the same, a loode off woode, and accordyng to their 
use, as theye sayde, to be drawen hom by the strenght off 
men draweng in tracs, and hayjmg w^ them for their furder 
sporte a mynstrelle, whom at hyr comyng bye she dydde a 
lyttle beholde, and thei salutyng hyr she passed on the waye, 
and at y* brydge off the same towne the women off the 
toune were redye to beholde hyr grace. 

Itm, at Goswurth^ hir comyng was lykewyse looked for, 
from whense she passed streyght to Woodestock ; and at the 
parke gate awayted hyr comyng the fosters & kepers off 
the parke, and at the gate off the house were su peple ga- 

' "The next day, as she should take her ioumie toward Woodstocke, the 
Lord of Tame with another Gentleman being at Tables, playing, and dropping 
the crownes, the Ladle Eliaabeth passing by, staled and sayd, she would see 
the game played out, which sir Henry Benifield would scarce permit. The 
game running long about, and they playing, drop vie crownes. Come on sayth 
he : I wiU tarry, sayth she, and wOl see this game out. After this, sir Henry 
went up into a chamber, where was appointed for her Grace a chaire, two 
cushions, and a foote-carpet, yery falre and princelike, wherein presumptously 
he sate, and called one Barwike his man to pull off his bootes, which as soone 
as it was known among the Ladies and Gentles, eyery one mused thereat, and 
laughed him to scome, obserring his tmdiscreete maners in that behalfe, as 
they might Tery welL"— Fom, m., 948. 

<" Wheatley, Oxfordshire. 

> Goeford, in the parish of Kidlington, Oxfordshire. 
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thered^ where also stoode w^in the same gate Syxe off the 
keps off the same house^ weopened w"* forest bylls, at whyche 
gate she entered and passed towards hyr lodgyng after hyr 
lyghtyng oute off the lytter, after whyche tyme she starred 
notte that nyght.°^ 

M**, that at hir comyng to Woodestock there was onlye 
p'pared for hyr grace fower Chambers hanged w*** the quenes 
stuff and hir gracs owen.^ 

Itm^ that in the hoole house there were butte three doores 
onelye that were able to be locked and barred^ to the grette 
disquiet and troble off mynde off the psons comaunded to at- 
tende upon hir grace in so large an house and unacqueynted 
countraye. 

Itm^ the lorde Willms and S' leonard Chamberlayne,^ 
whoe hadde awayted upon hir grace all the same iourneye 
frome Bychemonde to Wodestocke, havyng In Hombre iiij*^ 
and X horsemen by estimacdn, dydde lye that nyght them 
selves at the lodge in Woodestocke parke^ and there supped 
that nyght and dyned the nexte daye. 

Itm^ that my lorde Willins cam unto my ladies grace, 
aboute tooe off the clocke in the afternoone uppon the xxiiij^ 
off maye, and tooke hys leve off hyr, and so depted to hys 
owen house. 



™ '< The souldien guarding and warding both within and without the wals, 
eyery day to the number of 60, and in the night without the wala 40, during 
the time of her imprisonment there." — Foxe, HE., 9iS. 

'^ At Woodstock she was not lodged in the royal apartments, but in the 
gate-house of the palace. The room called <*The Princess Elizabeth's Cham- 
ber" was demolished in 1714 by Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough. Holins- 
hed has preserved the rude couplet which she wrote with a diamond on a 
pane of glass in a window of this loom. *<Much suspected, by me nothing 
proved can be, quoth Elizabeth, prisoner.'* — Strickland's Lives, YI., 111. 

o Sir Leonard Chamberlayne belonged to the branch of that family settled 
at Shirbome, Oxfordshire. He adhered to the Roman Catholic religion, and 
was knighted after the coronation of Mary, Oct. 2, 1653. 
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The Coonsells letters vr^ the quenes instruccdns con- 
cemyng my ladje Elizabeths order at Woode- 
stocke. 

After o' ryght hartye comendacdns^ we have recey ved yo' 
Ires and sene yo' ar^*» of the peedyngs hytherto in yo"" charge, 
whyche beeng by us reported unto the quenes highnes, as 
hyr grace lyketh yo"" doengs yerye well and wylled us to 
gyye yow thanks on hir behalf, eyen so hir highnesse douteth 
notte butte yow wyll continewe as yow have be gonne, fol- 
oweng such instruccdns as ye shall herew^ receyve. and 
touchyng Farye,P we see nooe cause whye he sholde make 
eny longer aboode there, but maye well depte thense ac- 
cordynge as was before hys going thither signified unto hym 
by me the 1. Thresorer.** and as for moneye, eyther the 
sayde Farye maye delyver it to a Clarke off the Kechen to 
be defrayde from tyme to tyme, or ells unto Thomew/ who 

p ThomaB Pany, so firequently mentioned in these letters, was Cofferer to 
the Princess Elizabeth, and greatly trusted by her. A long account of his 
examination, when she was first accused, wiU be found in Haynes's State 
Paperif p. 165. He continued in her sezrice during her imprisonment at 
Woodstock, notwithstanding the aboye direction of the Council and the sus- 
picions of Bedingfield. At her accession to the throne he was knighted, and 
made a Privy Councillor and Comptroller of the Household, and in 1560 was 
appointed Treasurer of the Household. " Sir Thomas Parry, or ap Harry, 
alias Yaughan, Knight, was son and heir of Henry Yaughan, of the house of 
Yaoghaa of Tretower, by Gwentlyan, daughter of William ap Orono of the 
coonty of Brecknock. He married Anne, daughter of Sir William Reed, of 
BorestaU in Buckinghamshire, and widow successively of Sir Qiles OreviUe 
and Sir Adrian Fortescue ; by which lady he had two sons and two daughters : 
Sir Thomas ; Edmund ; Muriel, married to Sir Thomas Knevett, of Ashwel- 
thorp in Norfolk ; and Frances, to John Abrahall, of the county of Hereford. 
Sir Thomas Parry possessed the estate of Hampstead-MarshaU in Berkshire, 
now belonging to Lord Crayen, and built a magnificent house there, which 
was puUed down about a century since." — Lodge's lUuiiratiotu, L, 370. 

« The Marquis of Winchester. 

r Mr. Thomew, or Tomyo, and his wife appear to have been pezsons of 
much confidence in the household of Elizabeth. They are frequently men- 
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is p'sently thither towards hys charge. Thus wee bydde 
yow most hartylye well to fare, ffirom saynte Jamys the 
xxvj**» of male, 1664. 

yo' lovyng ffirendez, 

Po$t$cript for yo' better order duryng the tyme 
of yo' chargCi yow shall understonde the queues 
highuesse plesure by hir gracs seut herw^. 

Stb. Wikton," cancell. Winchester. 

Hen&ye Sussexb.^ 
Tho. Norwicbn. Wyllm Paget. ^ 

Edward Hastynqs.'' Willm Petre. 

Tho. Wharton.* E. WALDEO'vB.y 

John Huddtlston.* 

tioned in this correspondence ; and sIbo in the Privy Pune E:^petue» of ihs 
Prmeeti Mary, (By Sir F. Madden.) Mrs. Thomew is afterwards ordered to 
attend the Queen's marriage. 

■ Stephen Qardiner, Bishop of Winchester, the Lord Chancellor, too well 
known to need much mention here. He was bom at Bury St. Edmund's 
in 14S8, and became secretary to Wolsey, and thence in &Your with Henry 
Vm., who appointed him Secretary of State, and in NoYcmber, 1531, Bishop 
of Winchester. He was in prison during most part of the reign, of Edward 
YI., and depriyed of his bishopric, which was restored to him by liary, who 
appointed him Lord Chancellor, August 23, 1663. As to his treatment of 
Elizabeth, historians differ; some considering him her best Mend, others 
her greatest enemy. His real prindples, if he had any, were not easy to 
&thom, according to the account giyen by Lloyd, in his SiaU WorthiM^ who 
says, " He neyer did what he aimed at, neyer aimed at what he intended, 
neyer intended what he said, and neyer said what he thought ; whereby he 
carried it so that others should do his business when they opposed it, and he 
should undermine theiiB when he seemed to promote it A man that was to 
be traced like the fox, and read like the Hebrew, backward : if you would 
know what he did, you must obsenre what he did not." He died Noyember 
12, 1566. 

^ Henry Ratdiffe, second Earl of Sussex, K.G., K.B., Viscount and Baxon 
Fitzwalter. He was among the first who declared for Queen Mary, under 
whom he held seyeral minor offices. He was an actiye agent in the perse- 
cution of the Protestants, and died Feb. 17| 1556. 
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A memoriall gyven by the quenes highnes unto hit trus- 
tie and ryght well beloved counsello' s*^ henrye Bed. 
knyght^ for the p^poses ensuyng. zxi. mail 1554.^ 
Mabte the quene. 

Ffyrst, where as wee have appoynted o'^ syster the ladye 
Elizabeth, for diverse goode cdsideracons, to be removed from 
0' Tower oflf London nnto o'^ mano' off Wodestock, there to 
remayne untill we shall otherwise determyn. The sayde S' 
henrye Bed. havyng in hys companie suche nomber off psons 
as wee have appoynted for that p'pose, shall make hys abode 
and gyve hys attendunce w^in o' sayde house of Wodestocke 



T "William Paget, K.G., fint Lord Paget. He rose to eminence through 
hia own abilities, and had been appointed Comptroller of the Household in 
1647 ; and in 1650, December 3, made Baron Paget of Beaudesert. He was 
accused and imprisoned in 1661 ; but returned to the royal fayour at the 
accession of Mary, and made Lord Priyy Seal in 1666. He died in 1663, 
and his monument remains in Lichfield Cathedral. His portrait is giyen by 
Lodge^ YoL 11. 

* Sir Edward Hastings, Master of the Horse, second son of George, first 
Earl of Huntingdon. He was afterwards (1666) appointed Lord Chamberlain, 
and created Lord Hastings of lioughborough, Jan. 19, 1668. He died at 
Stoke Pogeis, Bucks, in 1668, and the barony became extinct. 

« Thimias Wharton, first Lord Wharton, summoned to Parliament Jan. SO, 
1546. He held seyeral military offices under Queen Mary, and died August 
23, 1668. 

7 Sir Edward Waldegraye. He was a zealous Boman Catholic, and had been 
imprisoned by Edward YI., together with his uncle. Sir Bobert Rochester, for 
refusing to forbid the celebration of Mass in the household of the Princess 
Mary. At her coronation he was knighted, and appointed Master of the 
Great Wardrobe and a Priyy Councillor. He was committed to the Tower 
by Elizabeth in 1661, and died there in the same year. The present Earl 
Waldegraye is his descendant. 

• Sir John Huddleston, Knt., from whose house at Sawston, Cambridge- 
shire, Queen Mary rode to F^amlingham at the proclamation of Lady Jane 
Grey. He died Noy. 4, 1667. 

» The cfriginuU of this document is in the Editor's possession. It is of some 
importance, as giying the Queen's reasons for continuing the imprisonment 
of her sister, and the manner in which she wished her to be treated. 
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aboute the pson off o'' sayde Syster^ and in hys s'yice to go- 
vern hym selfe as foloweth. 

Itm^ when comoditee shall sVe he shall brefelye declare as 
well to suche gentlemen as wee have p'sentlye addressed our 
Ires unto for hys assistance in o^ s'yice as to suche other also 
as shall have occasion to repare unto hym^ the cause off o** 
sayde systers late comittyng to the Toure, wheroff all though 
she be not hitherto thoroughlye clered, yet have we, for hir 
better quiet and to the ende she maye be the moore honora- 
blye used, thought mete to appoynte hyr to remayne at o' 
sayde manno' off Wodestock untill suche tyme as certayn 
matters towchyng hir case w*'^ bee not yet clered maye be 
thoroughlye tried and examined. 

Itm, the sayde s^ henrye Bed. shall cause my sayde sy^ter 
to be saflye loked unto for the salfegarde off hir pson, havyng 
neverthelesse regarde to use hyr In suche goode & hono- 
rable sorte as maye be agreable to o^ honor and hir estate 
& degree. 

Itin, he shall at tymes convenient suffer o' sayde syster, for 
hir recreacon, to walke abroode and take the ayre In the 
gardeyns off o' sayde house, so as he hym self be p'nt in hir 
copanie. 

Itm, he shall cause goode hede to be gyven to o' sayde 
systers behavo', for seeng that nether she be suffered to have 
conference w*^ anye suspected pson oute off hys heryng, nor 
that she dooe by eny menes eyther receyve or sende eny 
message. Ire, or token to or from eny manner off pson. 

Itiii, he shall generallye have goode regarde not onlye to 
the pmiss accordyng to the trust reposed In hym, but shall 
also dooe hys beste to cause the countreye thereaboute to be 
continued In goode and quiet ordre, usyng eyther for that 
p'pose or for enye other matter that shall occurre the advyse 
and assistence off the sayde gentlemen whome wee have 
p'sentlye addressed o^ Ires unto for that p^pose ; and yff anye 
matter shall happen towchyng thys hys charge worthye ad- 
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▼'tisemS he shall immediately signify the same unto o' p'vie 
connsell attendyng uppon o' pson^ to thende suche farther 
ordre maye bee by them taken in that behalf as shall be 
conrenient. 

Marte the Quene. 



My letter answaryng to the former the Counsells letters. 

So yt ys^ most honorable lords^ that uppon the return off 
my brother Umfree,** I receyved instruccons^ signed w*^ the 
queues m**^ hande and inclosed In a letter signed by yo' 
lordshipps as awarrante to directe my sMce howe to be used 
duryng the queues m***** plesure^ trustyng onlye In godde to 
make me able to dooe and accomplish the same. I travell 
and shall dooe to the best off my powre tyll godde and hir 
hyghnesse shall otherwyse dispose for me, wyshyng y* shorte- 
lye yt sholde cu to passe, yff yt maye so stonde v^ hir hygh- 
nesse goode contentacdn and yo' hono". as towchyng the fyfle 
article, whyche p'porteth thys in effecte, that I sholde not 
suffer my ladye Elizabeths grace to have conference w^ anye 
snspecte pson out of my her3mg, that she dooe by eny menes 
eyther receyve or sende enye message, letter, or token to or 
from enye manner off pson, w^^ under yo' honorable cor- 
rections I must thus anfiwere to, That as towchyng conference 
w^ suspected psons, yff yo' 1. mene straungers and suche as 
bee notte daylye attendyng uppon hir pson by yo' assents 
and privitees, w*** the helpe above sayde I dare take uppon 
me that to dooe. But yff yow mene generall conference w^^ 
all psons, as well w^in hir howse as w^oute, I shall beseeche 
yow off pdon, for that I dare not take uppon me, nor yet for 
message, letter, or token w*^^ maye be conveyed by enye off 
the three women off hyr p'vye Chamber, hir tooe groomes off 

y> Humphrey Bedingfield, the fourth son of his father. 



160 

the same, or the yeoman off the robes, all w^^ psons and non 
others be w*^ hir grace at hyr goyng to hyr lodgyng, and 
pte off them all nyght, and untill suche tyme as hir grace 
cometh to hyr dyneng Chamber ; the Gromes alwayes after 
goeng abrode w*^in the house havyng full opportunite to do 
suche matter as ys afore phibited; and herunto 1 beseeche 
yo' hono" aske my 1. Chamberlayn '^ whether yt bee w*^in 
possibilite for me to doo yt or nooe, whoese order in all 
thyngs I have and dooe accordyng to my poore wytte and 
indevo' put in use, and uppon hys dedaracon to directe 
order possible. 

At the p'sente wrytyng hereoff, oon Marberye, my ladies 
gracs s'vnte, broute hys wyff, Elizabeth Marberye, to have 
been receyved to have wayte uppon hyr grace In the steade 
off Elizabeth Sande ; ^ and bycause I receyred nooe manner 
off warrunt from you, my 1., to dooe yt, I have required the 
sayde Marberie to staye hjrm self and hys wyff hereabouts 
tyll I myght receyve the same; w*^^ I praye yow to dooe 
w^ all spede, ffor theye been verye poore folks and unable 
to here there own chargs, as I pceyve. 

Hyr grace, thanks be unto godde, continueth In resonable 

^ Sir John Gage. 

^ Elizabeth, daughter of Anthony Sands or Sondes, Esq., of Throwley, 
Kent. It f^ppears from these directions about her, that her removal, which 
caused BO much grief to Elizabeth, was not from the Tower, as historians 
state, but from Woodstock. The reasons given are her **evil opinion," being 
** a woman to be looked unto for her obstinate disposition." She afterwards 
lived an exile at Geneva and Basle, till the death of Mary.— /bM, HI., 932. 
She retained the favour of her mistress, for we find among Queen Elizabeth's 
New Year's Gifts, in 1562, (Nichols's Progreuet, I., 112) "By Mrs. Sands, 
size handkercheves wrought with flowers of silk and gold, edged with gold. 
To Mrs. Sands, oone gilt bolle with a cover, and oone gilt spone." Also **To 
Mrs. Marbery, oone guilt cup with a cover." Mrs. Sands afterwards became 
the second wife of Sir Maurice Berkeley (not Bartlett as Foze states), 
standard-bearer to Henry Vm., Edward YI., and Elizabeth. She died 
June 16, 1586, aged 53, and was buried at St. John's, Clerkenwell, — Hasted's 
Xene, n., 424, 
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helth and quietnesse^ as far as I can pceyre ; but she claym- 
eth pmisys off the mouth off my lorde Thresorer ^ and Cham- 
berlayn ' to have the lib'tie off walke w^in all the hoole parke 
off Wodestocke. Thys she hath caused to cu to myn eare 
by my Ladye Graye,' but never spake it to me by expresse 
wordes. At myn awaytyng uppon hir grace at M. Dormers 
gardeyn^ she wylled me to make suite for hyr to the queues 
highnesse and you, my 1.^ that hir grace myght have oon 
Johes Pictones^^ w^^ In hir youth dydde teche hyr diy'se 
tnngs^ w^ for lacke off conference she sayde then she was 
lykelye to loose. As yt sholde seeme hir grace hadde sente 
to Parrye^ hyr Coferer^ for certayn books; butte the sayde 
Parrye sayde yt was don off hys owen devise; tooe off 
whyche he sente to me^ the oon Tullies Offices^ the other 
was the booke off Davids psalmes In latten ; both w®^ I re- 
turned to hym ageyn for lacke off warrunts as afore. Takyng 
a byll off the namez off all the books w^^ he hadde in redines 
as he sayde^ w*^^ I sonde to yo' lordshipps to be sene. 

Hyr grace hath notte hytherto made eny request to walke 
in enye other place then In the over and nether gardens w^^ 
the orcharde ; w^^ yff she happen to dooe^ I must nodes an* 
swere I neyther dare or wyll assente unto yt^ tyll by the 
queues highnes and yo*" bono" I be authorised that to dooe. 
As towchyng the quiet state and condicon off thys Countrie, 
I understonde no more then I dooe by thys berer advertise 

• The liaxquiB of Winchester. 

' Sir John Gage. 

f Lady Anne Qrej, one of Elixabeth's attendants. 

^ Nothing appears to be known of this early instructor of Elizabeth, 
Grindal was her tutor in her childhood, and afterwards the celebrated Roger 
Ascham, who had the highest opinion of her talents. Her master for the 
Italian language was Gastiglione. *' She was an accomplished Latin scholar, 
and astonished some of the most erudite linguists of that age by the ease and 
grace with which she conversed in that language. French, Italian, Spanish, 
and Flemish, she both spoke and wrote with the same facility as her native 
tongue."— SeridUbnd, YI., 17. 

[vol. IV.] M 
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yo' 1. off, together w^^ certayn deposicons agaynst oon henrye 
esquier, taken before Syr WUlm Raynsforde and me, w*** 
uppon the same semed so heynonse, that he & I both thought 
yt our dueties to sende unto yo' lordeshipps the bodye off the 
sayde esquire, w*^oute enye talkyng w^ hym. 

There was also oon Laurence Harryse broute before us, 
whose confession I also sende imto yo' I. imder hys owen 
hande, whoese offense was wayed by us to be moche inferior 
to the other, and therefore wee dydde lette hym to bale w^ 
tooe sufficient suerties, eche off them In zx". and he hym self 
In xl^. to appere at all tymes whereseyer the queues highnes 
& yo' 1. shall comaimde the same, oreUs at the next generall 
Sessions to be holden at Oxenforde, and in the mene tyme to 
be of goode aberyng. 

I sende yo' Lordshipps also a reporte in wrytyng off 
Charles Smyth, the Grome off the pantrie w^ hir grace, w^ 
w^oute license depted from Syr Wyllm Dormers house unto 
a towne called p'ncs Isbrough, ^ In Buckyng^shire, to manns 
house In the same towne whose name ys Ffruncys Pigotte, 
w^ the examinacon off hys doengs there taken by Syr Wyllm 
Dormer and George Wright, under there owen hande. I 
have not gyyen order off punyshm^ for hys sayde offence 
bycause that Syr Wyllm Dormer dydde non erst then thys 
p'sente daye sende unto me the deposicon off the sayde 
ffirauncs Figotte and others : hytherto he hath remayned 
In the warde of hys owen felowe the yeoman off the pan- 
trie, wherfore I praye yo' lordeshipps gyre order for hys 
punishm*. 

I have founde verye moche diligence in S' John Broune,^ 
S' John Harecourte, and Syr Wyllm Baynsfurth, to be redye 
to s'ye the queues M*^ uppon occasion nedefull, and the 
pffe by doeng hath fallen off the late off Syr Wyllm Baynes- 
forde, wherin he hath acquitted hymself wordely. 

M. Parrye, my 1. gracs Coferer, uppon dedaracon off yo' 
^ Princes Risboiough. ^ Sheriff of Oxfordshire at the time. 
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plesnre for hys depture^ hath put hym In a redines to do the 
same ; and iippon talke w^ hym^ yt was agreede bettwyxte 
us that the house sholde remayne off the psons all redye here 
placed^ w*N)ute eny newe acqueyntunce ; wherunto I wolde 
esselye consente^ yff yo' lordeshipps comaunde notte the con- 
trarye. 

ComwallyB^ the gentleman usher^ dydde move me to as- 
sente that the cloth off estate sholde be hanged upp for hyr 
grace^ wherunto I directlye sayde naye tyll yo^ lordeshipps 
plesures were known therin. 

I pceyre yt wyll be chargeable to the quenes m**^ to have 
adv'tisem^ from hense by poste horse^ w*^ shall make me ab- 
stayne as moche as I maye possiblye^ onles yo' lordeshipps 
do encourage me thereunto : yet thys lewde felowe whom I 
nowe sende unto yow ys well able to here all chargs^ as I 
am informed. 

At this p'sente wee here nooe worde of M. Thomew. 

Thus w*** myn humble duetye to all yo' honours, I comitte 
the same to o' lorde allmyghtye, ffirom wodestocke, the xxvij*'' 
off maye, A^ 1554 & A^* V Begine marie. 

Postscript There was sum peryll off fyer* w*^in the 
house, VF^ wee have, w^'^oute eny losse to be regarded, es- 
caped, thanks be unto god. 



The Counsells letters answaryng to theys. 

After o' ryghte hartye comendacons, wee have receyved 
yo* Ires off the xxvij*** of thys p'sente, together w*** yo' 

1 ** Which began to kindle betweene the boards & aeeling under the chamber 
where she lay, whether by a spark of fire gotten into a crany, or whether of 
purpose by some that meant her no good, the Lord doth know. Kererthe- 
leaae a worahipfall knight of Ojifordshire whieh was there ioyned the same 
time with sir Henry Benifield in keeping that Lady, (who then tooke up the 
boards and quenched the fire) yerily supposed it to be done of purpose."— 
Foxe, m., 949. 

M 2 
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ady'dsements^ For yo' travell wheiiii we gyve yow, on the 
quenes highnesse behalf, oure verye hartye thanks, and where 
ye desyre to be resolyed of certayn doutez w<^ yow gather 
upon yo' instruccons, ye shall understonde that all though 
wee well knowe ye cannot mete suche inconvenience as maye 
happen by those that attende upon the ladye Elizabeth in 
bryngyng*unto hir letters, messages, or tokens, yet yff ye 
shall use yo' diligence and wysedome ther as ye shall see 
cause, yt shall be yo*^ sufficient discharge, as for Straungers, 
ye must forsee that nooe psons suspecte have anye conference 
w^ hyr at all ; and yet to pmitte such straungers whom ye 
shall thynke honeste and not suspicious, uppon enye resona- 
ble cause, to speke w*** hyr In yo'^ heryng onlye. As for 
placyng off Elizabeth Marburye in lieu of Sandes, Ires bee 
all redye sente from the quenes highnesse unto yow there- 
fore, w*^^ wee praye yow to se executed accordynglye. Where 
she claymeth pmise of the L. Thresorer"^ and me the lorde 
Chamberlayn,° to walke In the parke, as wee have harde 
nothyng before thys tyme thereoff, So do not I the lorde 
Chamberlayn remember any suche pmise. As towchyng hyr 
requeste to have John Pyctones, wee knowe not the man, 
and therefore as yet can make non answare thereunto. We 
thynke goode ye receve and delyver the books ye wryte off, 
whyche she requireth to have, foreseeng that non other mat- 
ter be wrettyn or put in them as may tende to furder incon- 
venience. We retourne herew*** unto yow the confession off 
Laurence Harrys, off whom wee praye yow to take sufficient 
bonds to make hys psonall apparunce at the next generall 
Sessions to be helden In that Countye ; at w**** tyme we 
thynke goode ye sende hys cofession thither, to thende he 
maye be furder ordred as apptayneth. Wee also retourn 
unto yow the bodye off Henry Squire, w**^ o' Ires and thexa- 
minacons of hys lewde behavo' enclosed, to s' John Broune 
& s' wyUin Raynsforde and other the Justicez off y* peaxe of 

n The Marquis of Winchester. '^ Sir John Qage. 
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that Countie^ for that yow are not In comission there^ whyche 
o' letters^ when ye have pased and seane o^ ordre herin^ we 
praye yow to sende, together w*** the sayde Squier, accor- 
dyng to the direction ; and where wee pcey ve from yow the 
sayde Squier to be off abilities wee thynke goode ye cause 
hym to bere hys owen charge besydes his furder punyshm^ 
As towchyng Smyth^ the Grome off the pantrie^ ye maye^ 
after ye have gyven hym a rounde checke and a goode admo* 
nicon to beware off suche occasions from hensefurth^ restore 
hym ageyn to hys roome. Wee hadde thought Tomewe 
hadde been or thys tyme w^ yow^ and have eftsoones given 
ordre that he shall furw^ repare thyther. We sende backe 
the examinacon sent by docto' owen** unto yow towchyng 
oon John Hyll^ whom wee praye yow to cause to be examined 
by 8u off the Justices off the peaxe thereabouts^ and^ the 
matter beeng pyyd ageynste hym^ to cause hym to be pu- 
nyshed by settyng hym on the pylorye or otherwise as thei 
shall thynke requisite. Th' praieng yow to contynue yo' 
accustumed goode diligence^ wee bydde yow ryght hartylye 
fiurewell. From Bychmonde the laste off mayci 1554. 

Yo' assured lovyng frendes. 

PoBtBcript. Where mres Poyntz, late mother off 
the maydes^ is depted^ the queues highnes myndyng 
to have mres Broughton to supplie that roome^ dooe 
mynde to sende Margaret Morton, on off hyr high- 
nes chamber, to gyre attendunce there in mres 
broughtons place, and therefore hir highnes re- 



• George Owen, Physician to Henry VIII., Edward VI., and Mary. He 
was bom in Worceatershire, obtained the degree of M.D. at Oxford in 1527, 
and waa considered one of the most learned men of his time. He was one 
of the witnesses to the will of Henry YIII., and assisted at the birth of 
£dw. YI. His letter, prescribing for Elizabeth, will be found further on. 
He died in 1668, /uid was buried at St. Stephen's Walbrook, Oct. 24.— 
Wood's Aihtnm, I., Ill ; Machyn's Diary, p. 177. 
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quireth yow at the comyng of j* sayde Morton to 
place hyr^ and depeche mres Broughton tattende 
here. 

Akundkll. p 

BOBT. BOCHBSTEB. WtLLM. PeTRE. JoHN GaOE. 

HXNRTE JeRNEOAN.") 



The quenes letters for remoyyng off Sands and placyng 
off Marburye* 

MaRTE the QT7BNE. By THE QUEME. 

Trustye and ryght well beloyed, we grete yow well, and 
where wee be informed that Sandsi one off the women 
presentlye attendyng aboute o' Syster the ladye Elizabeth, 
ys a pson off an evyll opinion, and not fyt to remayne aboute 
o' sayde systers pson, we lette yow wyt o' wyll and plesnre 
ys, ye shall traveyle w^ o'^ sayde Syster, and by the beste 
meanes ye can pswade hir to be contented to have the sayde 
Sands removed from hyr, and to accepte In hir place Eliza- 

p Henry FItzalan, eighteenth Earl of Axnndel, K.G., Lord Steward of the 
Household and President of the Council. He had been impriaoned by 
Edward YI. in 1651, but rose to great power and eminence under Queen 
Mary; his serrices were also retained by Elizabeth, to whose hand he ia 
said to hare aspired. Afterwards* however, he suffered imprisonment. In 
the fourteenth year of her reign, for taking part with Mary, Queen of Scott. 
He died in March, 1580, and was buried at Arundel. His portrait ia en- 
grayed by Lodge f Vol. HI. 

4 Sir Henry Jemegan, or Jemingham, Yice-Chamberlain and Captain of 
the Guard, in which offices he was the predecessor of Sir Henry Bedingfield, 
being appointed to them July 81, 1553. He was the first of the Norfolk and 
Suffolk knights who declared for Queen Mary at the death of Edward VL* 
for which serrice he was rewarded with the offices aboTe mentioned^ and 
grants of several large manors, particularly Costessy, Norfolk, and Wingfield« 
Suffolk. In 1557> December 25, he was appointed Master of the Horse. 
He was the builder of Costessy Hall» where he died. Sept, 7, 1572, aged 63. 
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betli Marberie^ an other off hir women^ whoe shall be sente 
thether for that ppose; whom at hyr comyiig we require 
yow to cause to be placed there, and to gyve order that the 
sayde Sands maye be removed from thence acoordynglye. 
yeven under o' signet, at o' mano^ of S^ Jamys, the xxyj^^ 
off may, the ff^rst yere of o^ Beigne. 



The Counsells letter to admitte Smyth to speke w^^ the 
ladye Elizabeth. ' 

After o' ryght hartye comendacons, where as thys berer, 
M. Smyth, hath declared unto us, that it doth moche importe 
hym to speke w^^ the ladye Elizabeth In a p'vate cace off 
hyr owen concemyng a lease off a ferme now in hir gracs 
occupacon. Theis shall be to signifie unto yow, that the 
quenes highnes ys plesed that for the necessite off hys cause 
he shall speke w^ the sayde ladye Elizabeth in your psence 
and heryng, but not otherwise ; and therefore In thys sorte 
ye shall pmitte hym to speke w^^ hyr uppon hys repayre 
unto yow w^ theis o^ Ires acoordynglye. Thus fare yow 
hartyly well, from sayncte Jamys, the xxviij^ daye off maye, 
1554. 

Yo' assured frendes, 

Ste. WiNTON, canceU. Winchbsteb. Aeundbll. 

Edwaed Deebye/ Thoms. Noewicbn. 

WiLLM. Paget. Edwaed Hastyngs. 

BOBT. BOCHEBTEE. E. WaIJJEGEAVB. 

' A letter in reference to the same subject wiU be found in EUis's Original 
LsUers (second series), XL, 210. 

■ Edward Stanley, third Earl of Derby, K.G. <'1673. The foure and 
twentieth of NoYember, Edward earle of Barbie, lord Stanlaie and Strange of 
TTuftAlrmg^ loid and goTemor of the Bes of Man, knight of the noble order 
of the garter, and one of the queens maiesties priuie councell, deceased at 
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The CouiiBells letters. 

After o' hartye comendacons we have recey ved your letters 
off the last off maye^ together w^ the books ye sent onto us 
by thys berer; and have made the quenea highnes pyie to 
yo' doengs in thys behalf^ who taketh yo' diligence and cir- 
cumspection used therin, in yerye acceptable parte. And 
albeit wee cannot fynde any matter off suspicion in the sayde 
books^ yet doth the queues highnes, and we all, thinke yt 
▼erye strange that anye pson sholde, off their owne authorite, 
w***oute ordre or comaundemS presume to sende thither eyther 
books or anye other thing, and therefore doth hir highnes 
thynke goode, seeng that such pticuler occasions off sendyng 
in & oute off suche thyngs myght padventure sarve to clooke 
matters off gretter importunce, that ye dooe hensefurth the 
rather gyve hede to your charge, and, as ye have well be- 
gunne, advoyde therbye the best ye can, the inconvenience 
that myght growe by sufferyng of thyngs to passe to or froo 
w^oute your knowledge. And for asmoche as it appereth 
herebye that suche pvate psons as be disposed to disquiet 
wyll not let to take occasion, if thei maye, to conveye mes- 
sags or letters in & oute by su secret practise, hyr M***«» 
furder plesure ys for the advoydyng hereof that ye shall hense- 
furth suffer no manner pson, other then such as arre all redye 



his house called Latham in Lancashire. His life and death, deserring com- 
mendation, and craving memorie to be imitated, was such as foUoweth. His 
fidelity unto two kings and two queenes in dangerous times and great rebellion, 
.... His godlie disposition to his tenants, .... His liberalitie to strangers, 
.... His feeding especiallie of aged persons twise a daie, three score and 

od His yeerlie portion for the expenses of his house, foure thooande 

pounds. His cunning in setting bones disiointed or broken ; his surgerie and 
desire to helpe the poore ; his deliverie of the George and scale to the lord 
Strange, with exhortation that he might keepe it so unspotted in fidelitie to 
his prince as he had ; and his ioie that he died in the queenes fayour. His 
ioyfuU parting this world, his taking leave of all his servants by shaking of 
hands, and his remembrance to the last daie.*' — Hoimghed, lY., 320. 
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appoynted to be aboute the ladye Elizabeth^ to cu unto hir 
or have enye manner talke or conference w^ hir; anye former 
instruccons or Ires heretofore sente yow to the contrarie not 
w^^tandyng. And^ neverthelesse, yff she shall hir self make 
anye request unto yow for the havyng of any booke that ys 
honeste and sufferablc to rede or passe her tyme w^all, the 
quenes highnes plesure ys^ ye shall cause the same to be sente 
for and delyvered unto hyr. As for the ptie ^ that sente the 
books^ for as moche as amonge other thyngs he maketh men- 
con in his Ires off the lacke off a compas to sette the penne 
in^ w'^ words seme to us to be ambiguous and to have su 
secret menyng In them^ the quenes highnes plesure ys that 
ye shall furthw^^ sendc for hym, and not onlye gyve hym a 
sharpe checke for hys psumpcon used in the sendyng off theis 
books off hys owen pvate authorite, but also to examyn hym 
straytelye uppon the sayde words wreten in hys Ire^ and by 
the best menes ye can pcure, to understonde off hym what ys 
mente by them ; and off that ye shall have done herin^ to 
return us answer by yo^ nexte. As towchyng the Ladye 
Elizabeths request to have Dorothee Bradbelte or Elizabeth 
Norwyche^ to be placed aboute hir in steade off Sands, lyke 
as the quenes highnesse was at the fyrst, for dyverse goode 
consideracons^ moved to refuse to have eny off the sayde tooe 
women placed aboute the ladye Elizabeth^ who then made 
request to have oon off them^ even so doth hir M*^ nowe, for 
the self respects that moved hyr therto at the fyrst, refuse 
nowe also to have enye off theese placed there. And there- 
fore requireth yow, seeng Marberye ys all redye cii thither 
for that ppose, and y^ she ys oon off the ladie Elizabeths 
women, and hath heretofore sVed hir in the place off oon off 
hyr Chambers, to cause hyr to be placed in Sands stede, and 
to dispatche Sandes thense as soone as ye can, pswadyng the 

^ John Fortesoue, son-in-law to Parry. 

^ Perhaps a relatiye of Sir Bobert Norwich, Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas, who died in 1636. 
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ladye Elizabeth to be cotented w*^ thys hyr m***** plesore 
and determinacon. And thus wee bydde yow ryght hartylye 
farewell, ffirom Bychemonde, the ij^* off June, 1554. 

Yo'^ assured lovyng frends^ 

Ste. Winton^ cancell. Arundell. 
Thoms. Nobwicbn. John Gaoe. 

BOBBT. ROCBESTBE. WyLLM. PeTBE. 



My letter answaring to the foresayde the CoonselLs 
letters. 

Maye yt plese yo' honorabyll lordeshipps to be ady'tised 
that I receyved yo' Ires dated at Ryehemonde the ij^^ off 
June. Accordyng to the effecte wheroff, w^^ godds grace^ I 
shall imploye my s'vice here duryng the tyme off the quenes 
plesure. And as towching the placeng off Elizabeth Marberye, 
and the sendyng awaye off Elizabeth Sands^ the same was 
don thys psente daye aboute tooe off the docke In the after- 
noone, not w%ute grette moumyng both off my ladyes grace 
and Sands. And she was cdveyde Into the towne by my bro- 
ther Ede, and by hym delyvered to M. Parrye^ who at my 
desyer yestemyght dydde ppare horse and men to be redye 
to conveye hyr eyther to Clarkenwell besyde london to hjr 
uncle there, orells into Kente to hir father,^ towards the w^^ 
he pmised she sholde gooe. Thys I dooe signifie unto yo' L 
bycause I thynke hyr a woman mete to be loked imto for hir 
obstinate disposicon. I haye wreten also thys psente daye 
unto the Chauncelo'^ and Comissarie^ off the imiy'sitee off 

* Anthony Sands, Esq., of Throwley, Kent. 
*■ Sir John Mason, Knight. 

7 Dr. Young, Yice-ChanceUor. See his disputation with Cranmer.— JPom, 
ni., 67. 
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Oxforde, and required tliem hj the same to sende me the 
bodye off Fortescue, to the intente to examyn hym accordyng 
to yo' 1. comaandmS w^^ I truste ehall be better don by M' 
secretarie Boomer' whooe thys nyght lieth at Oxforde^ whom 
I have ryght hartylye intreted to take the payne to examyn 
the sayde fortescue^ there beeng a moore apte place for that 
ppose then to have hadde hym broute afore me. and the 
sayde M' secretarie hath pmised to certifie yo' lordeshipps off 
hys hoole doengs in the same, by this y' L, that M*^ Parrye 
remayneth In the towne off Wodestock at thys psente. and 
yet I declared unto hym. In the heryng off Syr Wyllm 
Baynsfurth, yo' 1. former plesare for hys depture mentioned 
in yo' letters off the xxyij^ off Maye lasto passed^ for my 
discharge ffor the nedefull pvision of thys householde yt hath 
been thought mete as I here saye by my 1. Thresourer* that 
the same M. Parie sholde remayn here, the former opinion 
not w^'^stondyng, w«^ yff yt maye so styll stonde w'^ yo' hon- 
orabyll resolucons, it shall hollye disburdeyn M. Thomew 
& me off the cares aforesayde, w^^, not offendyng the queues 
M**** nor yow, my goode L, for myn own pte I neyther wyll 
nor dare entermeddle myself w^. and so, as an humble 
bedeman for the quenes m*^*' highnes most prosperous psVa- 
con^ and yo' 1. In bono' long to cdtynewe, to godds plesure, 
I take my leve off the same, ffi-om Wodestocke^ the v^ off 
June, 1554. 

An other off my letters to the Counsell. 

After myn humble recomendacons, where yt plesed yow 
uppon the return off my brother Umfreye to sende me yo' 

« Sir John Bourne, one of the Queen's principal Seeretaries. But little is 
known respecting him» beyond his zeal against the Protestants. He was one 
of those who were knighted after the coronation of Mary. He died, leaving 
great estates, at Holt Castle, Worcestershire, May 13, 1575. — Lodge's TZAm- 
trationa, I., 245. 

* The Marquis of Winchester. 
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letters from Rychemonde off the ij*'* off thys psente moneth, 
by whyche massenger yo' lordeshipps retourned unto me the 
boke whych I sente yow^ alloweng the same to be sufferable 
for my ladye Elizabeths grace to use jS she sholde happen 
to desyer the same^ w®^ hitherto she hath not don for eny 
booke untyll yesterdaye in the mornyng in the tyme off hir 
walke she demaunded off me whether I hadde eny English 
bible off the smallest volume or nooe ; and I answared hir 
grace w^*^ troth that I my self had never eny suche ; and then 
hir grace sayde, yff ye wyll sende to my Cofero% I am suer 
he hath, to that I made non answere ; yet upon my retoum 
In, I sente a s'vnte off myn to the sayde M' Coferer for the 
books, wheroff I dydde adv'tise yo' lordeshipps the names In 
my late letters, and receyved from hym answere that at that 
tyme he had noone at all ; yet at after noone a s'vnte off hys 
owen broute three books, Officia tullij, De Officijs Marci 
Tullij Ciceronis libri tres, and Psalterium Daviticu cu aliquot 
cantice ecclesiastice ; uppon the delyverye of the whyche he 
sayde he was comaunded by hys master to knowe off me 
howe my ladyes grace lyked the books laste delyvered unto 
hyr : to that I answared, I knowe off non that cam to hyr 
hands synst I attended uppon hir grace. And, as I pceyve 
by thys message hys master hath pfitte knowledge both that I 
hadde the three books together w^ three letters off his sonne 
In lawes, Jo. Fortescue, sente from Oxforde ; and as farre as 
I knowe by any mene yt must nedes bee the same iij books 
inclosed w^ paper paste w°^ yo' lordeshipps retourned unto 
me. And as towchyng the sayde John F., allthough I dydde 
signifie unto your 1. that he sholde be examined by S' John 
Bourn, and by hym yo' 1. to be fully adv'tised of that matter, 
I hadde afore wreten unto the chief officer off the Universite 
off Oxforde by the name off Comissarie * there, for the send- 
yng off the sayde F. unto me ; and M' secretarie B. dyd not 
declare unto the sayde officer that his exaiacon off the sayde 

»> Dr. Toung. 
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F. sholde be a 4eterminacon off that matter, wherupon the 
foresayde officer sente accordyng to my requeste by a 8*ynte 
off hys owen unto the lodge in W. parke, the same Forescue, 
the vij*^ off thys psente, to the w*^^ place M' Tomyowe and I 
immediately e after dyner repared, and there receyved the 
answare off the pson aforesayde to the questions ministred 
imto hym by us ; and henn, amonge other comforts vf^^ I 
pceyve I am lyke to have by the companie off M' Tomiowe 
m thys s'yice, I hadde a grette helpe off hym at the tyme off 
the sayde examinacon^ being well lerned as I pceyve, and 
dryven to remember I am off the same by certayn diffiise 
words uttered by the sayde F. so moche in the Latten phrase 
that theye hadde passed my Norff. understondyng, yff the 
sayde M'^ Tomiowe hadde not holpen. Thandswere off the 
[said] F. ye shall receyve herinclosed^ wreten alltogether w^ 
hys owen hande ; but I varie from the said F. in opinion that 
hys anBwere i. wryghtyng wa« not oflf the effecte to the 
pojmte moste materiall in hys letter wreten to hys mother in 
Englysh, w*^ I charged hym w***, to be off this sorte : S', I 
have wreten to yow as moche as I can, onelesse yow sende 
me the compasse to sette the penne In. To this F. devised 
that in that sentence off hys letter thare was eny suche words 
as Wright ; or that, in a thyrde letter off hys wreten at that 
tyme, contayneng matters off love, the fyrst sentence off the 
same shoulde sounde touchyng religion. Th" wer wee dryven 
to leve off w^ the sayde F. for that tyme for lacke off hys 
owen letters, w*^ by yo' lordeshipps were not sente ageyn: 
wherunto he hoUye referreth hym self, pluckyng a better 
stomacke to hym than at the begynnyng, when he onys suerlye 
pceyved that wee hadde notte the sayde letters ; gyvyng hym 
onlye charge to beware off eny suche enterpses hereafter to 
be doon at hys pell. And yff yo' 1. wyll comaunde me furder 
s'vice in that matter, yt ys then requisite yow sende the sayde 
letters. 

I caused my brother Edmonde to repayre to the markette 
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at Bycesto' yesterdaye^ to thintente to leme somewhat in the 
Countries and the disposicon off y* peple thither reparyng ; 
w^^, as he reporteth unto me, ys in verye quiet state to hys 
pccyving, havyng sii tryaU therin, as he thought, bycause M*^ 
Shreff there beeng, dydde putte Uenrye Squire to the penuce 
off the pilorie, accordyng to yo' honorable ordres off late to 
hym directed ; In the tyme wheroff, for hys better coolyng, 
fell the greteste rayne that cam theys tooe moneths in theys 
pties^ the lacke wheroff hath caused a rayse off pees off all 
victualls. I have also, accordyng to yo' comaundm^ wreten 
unto too Justicez off the peaxe inhabityng nexte Ozforde, and 
to the mayer off the sayde toune, to ezamyn oon John Hyll, 
whoese accusacon taken before M. docto' owen I dydde in- 
close in the same there letter, whereoff I have receyred non 
answere : the lette thereoff ys there beeng at London as yet, 
as I here saye. My 1. Elizabeth's grace continueth in helth 
accustomed, w^^ thonelye swellyng in the visage at certayn 
tymes excepted. To me, by expresse words, she hath at nooe 
tyme founde hir self greved w^^ hir ordred lib'te in walkyng; 
but to the queues M**^ women^ as theye have tolde me, she 
hath often remembred that groundyng hyr self uppon y* pmise 
of my 1. Tresorer,^ especiallye to hyr made the daye off hyr 
depture from the Toure. Havyng nooe thyng to adv'tise yo' 
lordshipps of at thys psente, I shall comende the quenes M**^ 
and yo' hono" to our lorde godde allmyghtie. In my moste 
humble wyse ffirom Wodestocke the ix^ off June, 1554. 



The Counsells Ires. 

After 0' ryght hartye comendacons, theys shall be to sig- 
nifie unto you that wee have recey ved yo* Ires, and the ex- 
aminacon off Fforscue sent w^^ the same, and lyke as the 

« Hie Marquis of Winchester. 
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quenes highnes taketh in verye acceptable pte 70' emest & 
carefoll travell in the charge comitted unto yow^ and doth 
ftdlye repose herself for the cotinunce theroff at yo' hands. 
So for adr'tism^ ageyn from hense ye shall understonde that 
her highnes myndeth to remove to Otelonde aboute thende 
off thys weeke and nooe soner. There ys goode hoope of 
the pncs ^ spedye arrivall in Englonde, ffor wee have certayn 
knowledge from the weste pties that the Marques de las 
Navas * arrivyng there w^ an expresse message aforehande 
from the prynce^ ys all redye in hys ioumeye hytherwards^ 
who wyll make as moch spede towards the Courte as he may 
convenientlye. And thus wee bydde yow ryght hartylye 
well to fare, ffirom Rychemonde the xij off June^ 1554. 

To' assured lovyng frendez, 

JOHK GaGB. 

bobt. b0che8trb. 

Hbnryb Jbrnegan. Willm. Petrb. 

Thomas Wharton. 



My letters to the Counsell. 

Plesyth y^ yo' honorabyll lordeshipps to be ady'tised that 
the same daye I laste wrote unto yow, my ladye Elizabeth's 
grace demanded off me whether I hadde pvyded hir the 
booke off the bible in English off the smalleste volume or 
nooe, I answered bycause there wer dyverse latten books in 
my hands redie to be delyrered yff yt plesed hir to hare 
them, wherin as I thought she sholde have moore delight 
seeng she understondeth the same so well, therefore I hadde 

* Philip, Prince of Spain. 

• See some paxticulan of the amyal of Philip in Nichols's Queen Jane and 
Qmeen Mary (Camden Society), pp. 184, 137. 
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not pyyded the same ; whyche answer I pcey ved shee tooke 
not in goode pte. And w^in half an hower after that^ in 
hyr walkyng In the nether gardeyn, in the moste unplesunte 
sorte that ever I sawe hir eynys hir comyng from the toure, 
she called me to hyr ageyn, and sayde in theys words. I have 
at div'se tymes spoken to yow to wryght to my lords off cer- 
tayn mj requestes^ and yow never make me answere to enye 
off them. I thynke (quod she) yow make non off my Lords 
pvie to my suite, but onlye my lorde Chamb'leyn/ w*^'*, all 
though I knowe hym to be a goode gentleman, yet hj age 
and other hys emest businesse, I knowe he hath occasion to 
forgette mannye thyngs. To thys I answared, that I dydde 
never wryght in hyr gracs matters to enye off 70W my Lords 
pvatelye, and sayde unto h3rr grace furder, that I thought 
thys was a tyme that yo' lordeshipps hadde grette businesse 
in, and therefore hir grace colde not looke for directe an- 
swere upon the fyrst suite. Well, sayde shee, onys ageyn, 
I require you to dooe thus moche for me, to wryte unto my 
sayde Lords, and to desyer them on my behalf to be menes 
unto the queues m*^^*^, to graunte me leve to wryte unto hir 
highnes w^^ mjm owen hande, and In thys I praye you lette 
me have answere as sone as yow can. To thys I answared, 
I shall dooe for yo' grace that I am able to dooe, w^^ ys to 
wryght to my sayde lords, and then yt must nedes reste in 
their honorabyll cosideracons whether I shall have answere 
or nooe: synys w^^ tyme hir grace never spake to me. Suerlye 
I take yt, that the rememberunce off Elizabeth Sands dep- 
ting, and the onlye placyng off Marberye In hir roome, 
clerelye ageynst hir late desyer, ys sum cause off hir greffe. 
I thynke also she hath gotten knoweledge off the books that 
Fortescue had lately in a redinesse to have ben conveyde to 
hyr by hys Father in lawes menes, w°^ lieth wonderouselye 
fytte to dooe theys enterpses yff he be disposed thereto. 
Suerlye, as I have declared to yo' hono*^, there ys an evident 

' Sir John Oage. 
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waye that I cannot avoyde by enye possible mene^ butte 
that daylye & howerlye the sayde Parye maye have & give 
intelligence. But bycause I knowe nothyng off the man, 
therefore the judgem^ off hym I must nedes referre to yo' 
Lordeshipps. From the sayde M^ Parye from my brother 
Ed., I dooe understonde that he maketh yt a grette donte, 
how to be allowed the diet, w®^ by yo' Lordeshipps order 
I hadde appojmted me to be w^in my Ladyes gracs house- 
holde, and the nomber off xx** psons w*** me, w*^*^ w*^ godds 
grace I shall at nooe tyme exceede, and also for M'. Tomioo 
and his three s'vunts, w^^ as farre as I knowe taketh no more 
aUounce then I hadde before hys comyng. For wee and o' 
s'vnts kepe all together. To thys he sayth yt sholde bee 
hys pte to have a warrunte In wrytyng redye to be showde 
for hys discharge. M''. Comwalice, the gentleman usher w^ 
hir grace, ys fallen in to an olde disease off an unclene legge 
so that he wayteth stante tooe dayes In a weeke, and hir grace 
dryven to be sVed in hys place w*^ a groome off hir pvie 
Chamber. Wherefore, maye yt plese yo*^ lordeshipps to 
devise su honest man to yow known to be sente w^ warrunte 
to s've In hys place. One Verneye,^ hir grace sViite, hath 
lyne w*** the Coferer ev' synyth hys comyng to Wodestocke. 
I praye godde yt hath been all for goode : by eny thyng that 
I can lerne I am not psuaded to have a goode opinion in 
hym. Edmonds, hir gracs s'vnte, son in lawe to the Lorde 
Wylliams, hath been here w*^ tooe psents to hyr grace ; the 
on w^ freshewater fyshe, the other off tooe dedde fesunte 
Cocks; who at both hys c5myngs made verye longe abode 



V F^rancifl Yerney, fourth son of Sir Ralph Yemey, Buffered death, for 
taking part in the Dudley Conapiracy, two yean afterwards. *' On Tuesday 
last was arraigned & condemned at the Quildhall one Lewkmore, the Groom 
Porter, Francis Yemey, & Captain Turner." — LeUer from Robert Swift to 
Lord Shrewabwry^ June 22, 1656. (Lodge's lUuatrationt, I., 268.) Machyn 
mentions the same in his Diary, and adds that they were ** cast to be drane, 
hangyd, and quartered."— p. 108. 

[vol. IV.] N 
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amonge hir gracs s'ynts, and wolde not cu at me tyll at thys 
laste tyme I sente for him^ and in the heryng off master 
Tomiow I dydde talke w^ hym for hys sayde abode^ and he 
^th yerye fayer words answared me, that he neyther dydde 
nor wolde do enye thyng contrarye to hys alledgiunce. wher- 
uppon I advised hym, hys &yer words not w^ stondyng, to 
abstayne tyll he knewe forder to repare eny more hyther, 
or to sende eny more psents, and to take knowledge thereoff 
pereremptorylie, and so sente hym awaye. Thys I am in- 
forced, by the importunate desyer off thys grette Ladye, to 
trouble yo' L. w*** moore letters then be contentefiill to myn 
owen opinion, wherin I shall desyer yo' favorabyll beryng 
w^'^all, remayneng In thys the queues M**"** house off Wode- 
stocke as hir poore bedeman & s'vnte, I shall moste humblye 
cdmende yo' L. to o' Lorde godde allmyghtye. The xii^ off 
June, 1654. 



The Councells letter. 

After o' verye hartye comendacons, wee have receyved yo' 
letters of the xij**^ off thys moneth, wherbye wee pceyye the 
continunce off yo^ goode circuspection & diligence In the 
charge comitted unto yow, w*^ wee have reported to the 
queues highnes, whoe taketh yo' doengs therein In verye 
acceptable pte, and gyveth yow hyr hartye thanks for the 
same. And as towchyng the ladye Elizabets requeste, ye 
maye pvyde hir the Englysh bible she requireth, and in the 
reste satisfie hir w^ su generall goode words untyll ye maye 
have ferther answere from hense. As for the difficullte that 
Parrye maketh for the allounce off yo' diets, wee dooe for 
the avoydyng thereoff sende yow herew^ the queues high- 
nesse warrunte addressed unto hym for that ppose, w^ ye 
maye cause to be delyvered luto hym for hys better dis* 
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charge In that behalf. And Seeng Comwallys^ the ladye 
Elizabeths gentleman nsher^ ys as ye wryte in suche case as 
he cannot well sVe In that roome^ ye maye cause hym to be 
removed thence^ and In hys place to receyve Smyth^ whoe 
also hath heretofore s'ved her In that roome^ forseing that 
before thys manns placyng, the other be removed thense^ and 
thus referryng all other thyngs to be used by yo' discression 
accordyng to yo' former Instruccons^ we bydde yow ryght 
hartylye farewell, ffirom Bychemounte the xiij^ off June, 
1564. 

PostBcript. The queues ma^ ys also plesed that the ladye 
Elizabeths grace maye wryte to hir highnes accordyng to hir 
desyre. The queues highnes ys plesed that M^' Tomew shall 
be absent for xx^ dayes to putte hir selfe in a redines tattende 
uppon the queues highnes at her marriage,^ & that the ladye 
Graye shall be removed as soone as on maye be found tattende 
In hir roome, wheroff ye shall be adv'tised. 

Arxtndell. Penbrok.^ 

John Gage. 

Robert Rochestrb. Willm. Pbtre. 

Henry Jernagan. 



The Copie off the warrunte ffirom the queues highnes 
to M' Parrye, my ladyes gracs Coferer. 

Bt the qtjene. 
Trustie and well beloved, we grete yo well. Where besydes 
certayn other off the ordinarie s'vnts off o' Suster the Ladye 

^ The maxriage took place six weeks afterwards, July 25» 1554, at Win- 
ebeater Cathedral.— See the account of it in Nichob's QuBen Jane and Qmmii 
Jtfary, p. 167. 

i William Herbert, first Earl of Pembroke, created Oct. 10, 1551 ; Master 
of the Horse and K. Q. in 1548 ; a nobleman of much influence and power. 
He died March 17, 1570, and was buried at St. Paul's, at a cost of £2000. 

N S 
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Elizabeth, our ryght trustye & well beloved s'vnte and 
Councello"', Syr Henrye Bedyngfelde, knyght, with xx** 
s'vnts, [blank] Tomewe, w*^ three s'vnts, be appoynted to 
gyve their attendunce uppon here, wee lette yow wete o' 
plesure & comaundm^ ys, that w^^ such off o*^ sayde Susters 
Revenues as ys or shall oil to yo' handes ye shall see aswell 
the sayde Syr Henrye Bedjmgfelde and Tomewe and their 
sayde s'vntes, as also the reste off those that arre appoynted 
tattende aboute o' sayde Suster, fumyshed w^ convenient 
pvision off victualls and thyngs necessarie for their tables, 
and the charge theroff discharged from tyme to tyme as 
appertayneth. And theese o^ letters shall be yo' warrunte 
and discharge In thys behalf. Yeven under o' signette at 
oure manner off Bychemont, the xiiij. daye off June, the 
fyrst yere off o' Beign. 



The Counsells letter. 

After o' verye hartye comendacons, wee have scene yo' 
letters wreten unto me, the Lorde Chamb'layn,^ and dooe 
therebye pceyve the requeste made unto yow by the Ladye 
Elizabeths grace to be meanes to obtayne the queues highnes 
answere to the letter she latelye sente to hir M*^". The an- 
swere wherunto maye appere unto yow by hir highnes Ire, 
psentlye sente unto yow, whiche, when wee shall have co- 
sidered, ye maye reporte the effecte thereoff unto the Ladye 
Elizabeth as ye shall see cause accordynglye. As towchyng 
the phesician that she desyreth maye be sente unto hir, wee 
wolde be gladde to satisfie hir requeste in thys parte ; but for 
as moche as docto' hewes ^ hath been off late evyll at ease, 

k Sir John Qage. 

1 Thomas Hewes, or Hughes, M.D. of Oxford in 1647. Physician to Queen 
Mary, 1668 ; died August 1668. 
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and ys not yet thoroughlye recovered, and m' Wendye °* ys 
pntlye absente from the Courte, there can not nowe bee anye 
off the quenes hignes phesicians sente thither, none off them 
remayneng but M' Owen, whooe neverthelesse hath comended 
nnto lis two honest lerned men remayneng at Oxforde, the 
one called Docto^ Barnes and the other Walbec, whom he 
reporteth to be verye skylfull men. yff she thynke fytte to 
have anye off them, the quenes highnes ys plesed that ye 
shall gyve ordre that thei or oon off them shall repare thither 
for that p'pose. And thus for referryng yow for answere off 
the reste off yo' letter unto o' former letters latelye sente 
unto yow, wee bydde yow most hartylye farewell. From 
Femehm the xxv*** of June, 1564. 

Yo' assured lovyug ffirendes,. 

Ste. Winton, cancell. Pbnbrok. 

Thoms. Ely, elect." Wyllm. Paoette. 

John Gage. T. Cheynee.® Bobt. Rochestre. 

Wyllm. Pbtre. 
Jo. Bourne. 

*» Thomas Wendy, M.D. of Cambridge, a witness to the will of Henry 
YUL and Physician to him, Edward YI., and Mary. He died May 1660. — 
Machyn's Diary, p. 280. 

B Thomas Thirlby, Bp. of Ely, translated from Norwich : already noticed. 

• Sir Thomas* Cheney, K.O., Warden of the Cinque Forts in 1640 ; Trea- 
sojer of the Household, 1641. He died Dec. 8, 1668. ** His wit, experience, 
coortesie, and yaliantnesse in service was such as king Henrie the eight, and 
his children, to wit, king Edward the sixt, queene Marie and queene Elisabeth, 
used him as one of all their privie councell, and was treasurer of all their 
honorable hoosholds during his life. He was brought up in king Henrie the 
seyenths house, and was one of his henchmen. So that it appeareth before 
he died, he had served three kings and two queenes. His truth was such to 
all these princes, that he ever lived towards them sine macula, serving in the 

Court three score years In the end he was so worthie a gentleman, 

and such a necessarie member of the commonwealth, as his want cannot but 
be lamented of all good and true English hearts. But the almightic must be 
served when his good will and pleasure is." — HoUnthedf IV., 167. 
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The quenes letter. 

Marte the quene. By the quene. 

TroBtie & well beloyed^ wee grete yow well. And where 
our plesure was off late signified unto yow for the ladye 
Elizabeth to have licens to wryght unto us^ we have now 
receyred her letters, contayneng onlye certayn arguments 
devised for hir declaracon in such matters, as she hath been 
charged w^all by the Toluntarie confessions off dirers others; 
In w^^ arguments she wolde seme to pswade us that the 
testimonie of thoose w^^ have opened matters ageynst hir 
eyther were not suche as theye bee, or beeng suche sholde 
have no credit But as wee were most sorye at the begyn- 
nyng to have enye occasion off suspicion ; So when yt ap- 
pered unto us that the copies off her secrette Ires unto us 
were founde in the pacquete off the Frenche Imbassato™, p 
that diy'se off the most notable trayto" ^ made their chief 
accompte uppon hir, wee can hardlye be broute to thynke that 
thei wolde have psumed so to doo, excepte thei hadde hadde 
more certayn knowledge off hir favo' towards their unnatu- 
rall conspiracie then ys yet by hir confessed. And therefore, 
thowgh we have for o' parte, consideryng the matters broute 
to o' knowledge ageynst hir, used more clemencie and feiyo' 
toward hir then In the lyke matters hath been acccustumed. 



p Bishop Qardiner had stopped a packet from li. de Noailles, the French 
Ambassador, in which was a copy of a letter beliered to be irritten by EUxa- 
beth to the King of France. 

1 Sir Thomas Wyatt and Sir Peter Carew. Wyatt, at his ezeoutioiit 
<« openly, in the hearing of all the people, cleared the Lady Elisabeth to be 
free and innocent from all suspicion/'— JVkm, IIL, 40. BUxabeth, in hex 
letter to the Queen on her committal, says, ** as for the traitor Wyatt* he 
might, peradventure, write me a letter, but on my faith I never receired any 
from him ; and as for the copy of the letter sent to the French King, I pray 
Qod confound me eternally if eyer I sent him word, message, token, or letter, 
by any means, and to this truth I will stand in till my death."—* StrieiUtmd, 
YI., 90 ; Ellis's Original LeU$ra, (second series), 11., 257. 
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yet cannot these fayer words so moche abuse us, but we dooe 
well understonde how thyngs have been wrought Conspi- 
racies be secretlye practised, and thyngs off that nature be 
mannye tymes iudged by pbable coniectures and other sus- 
picons and arguments, where the playne directe prove maye 
chaunse to fayle. Even as wise Solomon Iudged who was 
the true mother off the cldlde by the womans behavour & 
words, when other pve fayled and coulde not be hadde. By 
the argument and circustuncez off hir sayde Ire, w^ other 
articles declared on yo' behalf by yo' brother to o^ pvie 
Counsell, yt maye well appere hir menyng and p'pose to be 
farre otherwise then hir letters p'porteth; wherfore o' pie- 
sure ys not to be hereafter enye moore molested w^ suche 
her disguise & colourable letters, but wysh for hir that yt 
maye plese o' lorde to graunte hir his grace to be towards 
hym as shee ought to be ; then shall shee the soner be towards 
us as becumeth hir. Th' moche have wee thought goode to 
wryte unto yow, to thintente je myght understonde theffecte 
off those letters, and so continewe yo' accustumed diligence 
in the charge by us comitted unto yow. Teven under o' 
signet at the Castle of Famehm the zzv^ daye off June, the 
fyrste yere off o' reigne. 



Message delyvered to my brother Edmonde to declare 
over to my lorde Chamberlayne.' 

Fyrst, to declare to my lord Chamberlayne that my L Eliza- 
beths grace ys daylye vexed w*** the sweUyng in the face and 
other pts off hir bodye, to graunte that shee maye have docto^ 
Huycke," accompanied w*^ docto^ Wendye or docto" Owen, 

' Sir John (Hge. 

■ Bobert Hnycke, or Huick, M.D. of Cambridge; incorporated at Ox- 
ford and Fellow of Merton College, 1666, afterwards physician to Queen 
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the quenes maiestics phesicons^ Immediatelye to repare unto 
hir^ whoese coiinsell she m'yelouslye desyreth^ to devise reme- 
die for Swelljmg in hir face and other pts off hir bodye, w*^ I 
dooe see hir grace often vexed w^all. 

Itm, to desyer my 1. Chamberleyn to knowe the Counsells 
plesure whether my ladyes grace maye receyre eny psente 
off fysh or off fleshe or other yictaall, from eny man or nooe. 

Itm^ whether she maye have lib'tee to make hir warranto 
In wrytyng, signed w*^ hir owen hande^ to be served of veni- 
son from eny hir owen gracs grounds or no. For uppon the 
declaracon off master Parye, y* hath been denyed by su off 
hir kepers all redye, not w*^8tondyng hys owen letter sente to 
them for that p^pose at Envilde. 

Itm^ as towching Comwallice to be removed from hense. 
And oon Kychard Smyth to be placed In hys roome^ I dooe 
here crediblye that the same Bychard hath been longe sycke 
and not so recovered as he ys able to s've as yet, wheruppon 
I retayne Comwallyce styll, tyll his 1. take furder direction 
for snm other manne to be sente hyther to serve In that 
roome. I dooe here saye, there was butte on other gentleman 
usher w'^** dydde sVe hir grace, named Wynter, w*^*^ kepeth 
in hys house as a sugennte the ladye taylebosh,^ wyff to s' 
Peter Carewe/ latelye fledde into Fraonce. 

Eluabeth. Among her New Tear's Gifts in 1562, are, "by Mr. Doctor 
Hewycke, two potts, the one of green ginger, the other of orange flowers." — 
"to Mr. Doctor Hewyk oone guilt haunce pott.*' — Nichols's Progr,, I., 112. 

t Elizabeth, widow of Qilbert, Lord Talboys, and daughter of Sir John 
Blount. She was married to Sir Peter Carew on the day of the coronation of 
Edward VI. Her illegitimate son by King Henry YIIL was Henry Fitsroy, 
created Duke of Richmond. She is also said to have married Edward CUnton, 
first Earl of Lmcoln. Queen Elizabeth's New Tear's Gifts, 1662 :— *< By the 
Ladye Tayleboyes, Sir Peter Carew's wifie, in a purse of black sUk and silyer, 
in demy soTeraignes, £10. 0«. 0^2." — "to the Ladye Tayleboyes, oone guilt 
salt with a cover.". 

▼ Sir Peter Carew, younger son of Sir William Carew, with his uncle Sir 
Oawen, had conspired against Mary in DeTonshire. He escaped to Wey- 
mouth, and fled first to France, afterwards to Venice, and lastly to Strasbnrg, 
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My reporte to the ladye Elizabeth off the letters from 
the quene addressed to me^ accordyng to the Coon- 
sell's comaundm^ gyven unto me by their former 
Ires oflF the xxv^ off June. 

My lords off the quenes M****" most honorable Councell, by 
there letter beryng date from Fernhm the xxv*^ off June^ 
A* 1554^ dydde aucthorize me to declare unto yo' grace by 
mouthy the effecte off a Ire sente by hir highnes unto mee at 
that tyme, for answere to yo'^ gracs late letters sente to hir 
m****; that ys In yo' gracs letter onlye arguments devised for 
yo' declaracon in the matters yo' grace hath been charged 
w^'^all, by the voluntarie Confessions off div'se, in w^^° argu- 
ments yow wolde seme to pswade hir highnes, that the testi- 
monie off thoose w^^ have opened matters ageynst yo' grace, 
eyther wer nooe suche as theye be, or, being suche, sholde 
have nooe credyt. but as hir highnes was moste sorye at the 
begynnyng to have any occasion off suspicon. So when yt 
appered unto hyr M**^' that the copies off yo' secret letters 
were founde In the pacquets off the Frenche Ambassado'^ 
that dyvers off the most notable trayto" made there chief 
accompte upon yo' grace, hir highnes, therefore, can hardelye 
be broute to thynke that they wold have psumed so to dooe 
ezcepte theye hadde a more certayn knowledge off yo' grace 
towards their unnaturall conspiracie then ys yet by yo' grace 
confessed, and, therefore, all be yt hir highnes for hir parte, 
consydering the matters broute to hir M*"®* knowledge ageynst 
yo^ grace, useth more clemencie and favoure towards yo^ grace. 



from whence he was tempted to go to Antwerp, in order to seek an interview 
with Lord Paget ; but, being arrested, was at last brought back to the Tower 
of London, in company with Sir John Cheke, and finally made his peace 
with the Queen by the payment of a heavy fine. He was released Oct. 12, 
1555. — (Queen Jane and Queen Mary, p. 42.) See *<The Lyffe of Sir Peter 
Carewe," AreJutohgia^ XXYIII., p. 96. He died in Ireland, Nov. 27, 1675. 
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then In the lyke matters hath been accustomed, yet cannot 
thoose yo' grace fayer words so moche abuse yo' [her] high- 
nes, but she doth well understonde howe thyngs have been 
wroughte, conspiracs be secretlye practised, and thyngs off 
that nature be mannye tymes iudged by pbable coniectures 
and other suspicions and argum^, where the playne trouth 
maye chaunse to fayle. Even so wise Salamon iudged whoe 
was the true mother off the chylde by the womens behavo' 
and words, when other prove fayled and could not be hadde. 
Wherefore hir highnes plesure ys, not to be hereafter enye 
moore molested w*** suche yo'^ colorable letters, but wysheth 
for yow that it maye plese o' lorde to graunte yow hys grace 
to be towards godde as yo° ought to bee, and then shall y' 
grace the soner bee towards the queues m^^ as becumeth yow. 



Doctour owens letter to me.^ 

Flesyth yt yow that I have understonde by my 1. off the 
quenys highnes most honorabyll counseU, that my ladye Eliza- 
beths grace ys trobled w^ y* swellyng In hir face, & also of 
her armes & hands. Syr, the occasion off theis affects ys off 
that hyr gracs bodye ys replenyshed w^*' mannye colde and 
waterysh humo", w*^ wyll not be taken awaye but by pga- 
cons mete & convenient for that p'pose. But for as moche as 
thys tyme off the yere, and speciallye the distemperaunce off 
the wether, doth not pmitte to minister puigacons, her grace 
must take sum pacience untyll the tyme off the yere shall bee 
more meter for medisyns, & the mene space onlye to use suche 
dyet as ys most metest to psVe hir grace from the encrese off 
suche homo^, w<^^ diet I have wreten unto yow In a paper 

^ The orvtiia/ letter it in the Editor's poBsesBion. It is endoned, <<Tothe 
ryght honorable s' Harry benigfyld, knyg', att Woodstok." 
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herin closed. And thus I take my leve from yo' Mastersbipp, 
at Gylforde, the xxij*^ of June^ 1664. 

Yo" to comaunde^ 

George Owen. 



M' Parrye, by Umfereye Bed.,* my kinsman, I receyed 
a Ire dated at Femhm the xxiiij^ of thys psente, and to 
me directed from my lords the quenes M^^^ most honorabyll 
Coonsell, w*"* he sayth he recey ved off the dely verie off M. 
Vemeye. Suerlye thys I pceyre that the letter hath been 
broken npp and loked nppon er yt cam to my hands, wherof 
I shall ady'tise my sayde 1. at my next wryghtyng unto them 
as a Caveat to choose better cariars another tyme. 

I am comaunded by my 1. off the Councell to declare unto 
yow for answere towching yo' requeste to haye comission for 
& in the name off my ladye Elizabeths grace, to take pyision 
off yictaalls and other necessaries for hir grace. That that 
wyll not be grunted unto ; yet there wyll & plesure ys that, 
accordyng to yo' experte knowledge, yow dooe the same as 
yt maye be don, ffor their lordeshipps dooe wryte that the 
quenes M^^ hir self, as moche as ys possible, doth absteyn 
pyydyng by eny suche comission, ffor ayoyding the incomo- 
ditees wonted to arise unto hir ibiects by Cullo^ off suche 
comission. 

Itm, my sayde lords wryte that the quenes highnes ys plesed 
that ye, in hir maiestees name, shall gyye order & charge to 
all the officers & pyio" w*^^ haye to dooe w*^ the makyng off 
all my ladyes gracs winter store, That thei & eyerye off them 
dooe their offices dueties for the seyerall kynds and pyisions 
by them to be made & don. 

> Perhaps Humphry Bedingfield, of Qaidenham, whose father, John B., 
was first cousin to Sir Henry. 
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Itm^ that In hir sayde highnes name & by the aucthorite & 
comaundem^ off the same, yow make yo' warrunts to be s'ved 
wekelye off tooe bucks to be employed in my 1. gracs house- 
holde duryng there season off this gresse ^ tyme to the kepers 
off hir gracs grounds, off the w^^ yow shall receyve the same 
and to see yt sVed accordmglye. 

Itm, that ye gyve knowledge to oon hyll, dwellyng In 
london, an olde s'vnte off my ladye Elizabeths grace, im- 
mediatelye to repare hyther to be placed In Cornwallice 
steede, ffor whom I have receyved warrunte for that p'pose, 
w^^ implieth a naye to yo' late suite made to have verneye 
placed in that roome. 

The namys off my I. that signed thys letter. 

Steven Winton, cancell. 

Edwards Darbte. Fembrok. Thoms. Ely, elect 
Wyllm. Pagettb. 

Edwarde Hasttngs. Thoms. Chbtneyb. 
John Bourn. Bobt. Bochestr. 

Henrt Jernegan. W. Fetre. 
Thoms. Wharton. 



My letters to the Councell. 

May yt plese yo' honorable 1. to be advertised that I re- 
ceyved yo' letters, dated at Fernhm the xxiiij. daye off June 
laste passed, (w^^^ I dooe fere, as yo' lordeshipps shall pcey ve 
by the same herein closed, was broken uppe, & looked uppon 
or it cam to my hands ; ffor or ever I wolde looke on yt, I 
called M'. Tomeio for wytnes, to se how the same cam unto 
my hands,) contayneng yo** plesures, to be, that I sholde an- 

y To ffrcise, to graze, depasco. Grese, deer or game in grass or grease time. 
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swere M' Parrye to certayn liys suits, made unto yo^ 1. on the 
behalf off my 1. Elizabeths grace, accordyng to yo' direction 
coteyned In the same ; 'w^^ I dydde presentlye in articles w*** 
myn owen hande. And fiirder I advised hym that the queues 
highnes plesure ys, that he sholde sende for oon hyll, dwell- 
yng in london, to sVe In Comwallyce roome, w^^ he dydde. 
And the same hyll repared to the towne off Wodestock, as 
uppon sondaye at nyght last was; but I hadde noo know- 
ledge off hys beeng In the towne tyll mondaye In the fore- 
noon ; and then hampden, Clarke off the kechyn here, broute 
me worde thereoff, and I willed the sayde hampden to brynge 
the same hyll w^ hym to an Arber w%ute the gate, where I 
talked w^ hym In the heryng off M'^ Tomeio. To whom I 
sayde In thys fourme : M' hyll, yow knowe, I am suer, that 
yow have bene sente for, for the onlye intente to s'ye my 1. 
in the roome off a gentleman huisher : arre ye cu off goode 
wyll so to dooe or nooe ? he answared, w*** aU myn harte j 
but I never sVed In that place, and I have oon grette im- 
pediment, that letteth me moche In s*vice, w^^ ys my heryng, 
but at thys psent, I thanke godde, I am verye well off it. 
Well, q* I, yff yow bee in helth all otherwyse, that maye bee 
borne w^all well innough. Wherin to he answared, I am 
yerye well at thys tyme ; and so I depted from hym, ap- 
poyntyng hym to bee here the nexte mornyng afre ten off 
the clocke In the forenoone, menyng by seven off the docke 
that mornyng to have sente awaye Cornwallys, and placed hym 
so as neyther off them sholde have sene or spoken w^^ other. 
The same daye at after noone, aboute fyve off the [clock], 
my 1. grace, as hir custome ys, sente for me to gyve myn at- 
tendunce that she myght walke. And In hir walkyng I tolde 
hir grace that M' Comwallice hath obtayned licence off the 
queues M^^* to be absente for a tyme, and that oon hyll, on 
off hir gracs olde s'vnts, sholde supplie hys place. Hir grace 
asked where hyll was. I answared hir grace. In the towne 
redye. Alas, M^ Bed. sayde she, the man ys verye honest 
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and oon suche as I favo'^ well^ wherof he hath tasted thys last 
yere paste In a grette syckenesse w^ he hath been c5tinuallye 
vexed w***all ever syth he was my s*vnte, w*** hath caused 
hym to consume so moche off hys owen sbstunce, besydes all 
that I have don for hym my self off verye charitee^ that to 
encrease more yll w^all towards hym self he fylt in manner 
desperate^ wherin also I caused payne to be taken w^ hym for 
the avoydyng thereoff. The conceyte off the man I fere ys 
grounded uppon that he knoweth hym self to be vexed w*** 
a pitifull disease w^^ I will not name ; but as he hath sayde 
hymself that he feleth suche payne in hys hedde and bryst 
that he cannot holde hys fete when yt taketh hym^ and thys 
w^oute fayneng ys knowen to all that be acqueynted w^in 
my house. Wherfore I require yow to staye Comwallyce 
styU, and adv'tise my lords off thys that I saye^ and to re- 
quire them that suche a oon maye be appoynted as ys able 
to sVe, oreUs that Comwallice maye remayne styll. And 
uppon thys hir sayeng, Comwallyce remayneth^ and the 
other in the toune also tyll yo' lordeshipp retoum yo' deter- 
minate plesure herin by thys berer. Yt maye plese yo' 
lordeshipp furder uppon the recepte off the queues letter 
together w*** yo' L, both beeng dated at Femhm the xxv*** 
off June, The quenys highnes letter declaryng unto me hir 
Ma^'** answere to the late Ires sente by the ladye Elizabeth 
imto hir highnes, yo' 1. referryng to me as case sholde req^re* 
to reporte the effecte off the queues highnes sayde Ires by 
force & aucthorite off hir plesure so to be, as by yo' sayde 
lordeshipps letters doth appere. At the fyrst, I opened unto 
hir grace for answere off hir late suite by my letters made 
unto my 1. Chamb'layne, to have the repare off certayn phe- 
sicions, that yo' lordeshipp wolde be gladde to satisfie hir 
requeste in that parte, butte for as moche as docto' hewes 
hath been off late yll at ease and ys not yet thoroughlye 
recovered, and M'. Wendye ys psentlye absente from the 
courte, there cannot nowe bee eny off the queues highnes 
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phesicionB sente hyther^ non off them remayneng there but 
M'. Owen, whooe never the lease hath commended unto yo' 
lordeshipps tooe honest lemed men remayneng at Oxforde, 
the on called docto' Barnes, thother Walbec, whom he re- 
porteth to be yerye Skylfull men; and that yf hir grace 
thought fytte to have enye off them, the queues highnes ys 
plesed that I sholde gyve order that thei or on off them 
sholde repare hyther for that p'pose. To the w^^ she sayde, 
well, now I dooe pceyve that my 1. Chamberlayns ' offer to 
me In the tower uppon my lyke request, w^ was In the re- 
specte off myn helth, to have the repare off suche as by me 
sholde be named, was not to the entente to spede my re- 
queste, but rather to knowe whom I wolde name, wheroff 
I sholde be suer to fayle ; but as for yow to sende for enye 
off the men named, I am not mynded to make anye straunger 
pvie to the estate off my bodye, butte comitte yt to godde as 
yete she sayde [I am nothyng answared for docto' huyck].^ 
Yesterdaye, I wente to here masse in her gracs chamber; 
that beeng ended, in the tyme off doeng off my duetie 
thynkyng to have depted from hir grace, she called me and 
asked whether I hadde harde off any answere that was or 
sholde be made by the queues M*^ to hyr late letters ; uppon 
whyche occasion fytlye, as I tooke yt, I made hir grace 
answere that I hadde to declare unto hir an answere on the 
queues M*^*" behalf, when so ever she sholde comaunde me. 
lette yt be even nowe, said hir grace, yff yow wyll, I an- 
swared. bycause I was ferefull to misreporte. Therefore I 
have scribled yt as well as I can w^^ myn owen hande, and 
yff yow wyll gyve me leve to fetche yt. And beeng redye to 
gooe into hir grace w^ yt, I receyved worde from hir grace 
by oon off the queues M**^ women, to staye till hir grace 
hadde dyned, and then she wolde here yt. w*4n a mene 
pause after djmer, she sente for me, and havyng M. Tomiou 

* Sir John Gage. 
^ The words in brackets are erased in the MS. 
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In my companie^ who goeng w^^ me into the utter chamber 
and there stayeng^ I wente in to hir grace^ and required hir, 
yff y t 80 stoode w^ hir plesure^ that he myght here the doeng 
off the massage. Sche graunted yt^ and I called hym in, and 
kneeling bye w^^ me, I redde unto hir grace my massage 
accordyng to the effecte off the queues M***** letter, after 
onys heryng off yt, she uttered certayn words bewayling hir 
owen chunse in that hir gracs letter^ contrarye to hir expec- 
tacon, toke no better effecte, and desyred to here yt onys 
ageyn, w°** I dydde ; and then hir grace sayde, I note especi- 
allye, to my grete discomforte (w®^ I shall never the lesse 
wyllynglye obeye) that the queues M**** ys not plesed that I 
sholde moleste hir highnes w^ any more off my colorable 
Ires, whyche, all though thei be termed colorable, yet, not 
offendyng the queues M***% I must saye for my selfe, that yt 
was the playn troth, even as I desyre to be saved afore godde 
all myghtye, and so lette yt passe. Yet M*^ Bedyngfeld, yff 
yow thynke yow maye dooe so moche for me, I wolde have 
yow to receyve an answere w**'^ I wolde make unto yow 
towchyng yo' massage, w**'^ I wolde at the leste waye my 1. 
off the Gouncell myght understonde ; and that ye wolde con- 
ceyve yt uppon my words, and put yt In wrytyng and lette 
me here yt ageyn, and yf yt be accordyng to my menyng, so 
to passe yt to my 1. for my better comforte In thys myn 
adversite. To thys I answared hir grace : I praye yow holde 
me excused, that I dooe not griinte yo' request in the same. 
Then she sayde, yt ys lyke that I shall be offered moore then 
ever any psoner was in the tower, ffor the psoners be suffered 
to open their mynde to the lieutenante, and he to declare the 
same unto the Gouncell, and yow refuse to dooe the lyke. 
to thys I answared hir grace, bycause there was a div'site 
where the lieutenute dydde here a psoner declare matters 
towchyng hys case, and shold therof gyve notice unto the 
Gouncell, and where the psoners sholde as yt were com- 
aunde the lieutenute to dooe hys massage to the Gouncell. 
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Therefore I desyred that hir grace wolde gyve me leve w^ 

patience not to agree to hir desyer herin^ and so depted from 

hir grace.** Yesterdaye momyng ageyn, abouth x. of the 

clocke, in the tyme off hir walke^ she called me to hir in to 

the lyttle gardeyn^ and sayde^ I remember yesterdaye ye 

refused utterlye to wryte on my behalf unto my 1. off the 

Councell^ and therefore yff yow cotinewe In that mynde styll, 

I shall be In wurse case then the wurste psoner In Newe- 

gate^ ffor thei be never gaynesayde in the tyme off there 

Impsonm^ by oon frende or other to have there cause opened 

and sued for^ and thys ys & shall be suche a conclusion unto 

me that I muste nedes continew this lyff w^oute all hoope 

worldelye^ hoUye restyng to the troth of my cause^ and that 

before godde to be opened^ armyng my self ageynst what so 

ever shall happen^ to remayn the queues true Sbiecte as I have 

don duryng my lyff. yt waxeth wette, and therefore I wyll 

departe to my lodgyng ageyn; and so she dydde. Thus 

moche concemyng hir grace I thought yt my duetye to gyve 

yo' 1. adv'tism^ off, to be consydered as yt shall plese yo' 

hono"^ Clerelye omittyng any parte off the massage and suite 

w^^ my ladyes grace wolde have hadde me to have taken 

uppon me, and shall so dooe onlesse I have the queues M^^^ 

warrunte or yo' lordeshipps for the same. 

As towchyng the state off the Countree, yt ys In verye 
goode quiet to the outwarde apparence, and as farre as I can 
leme at thande^ off Syr John Broune, Shreff, S' leonarde 
Chamberleyne, or Syr Wyllm Kaynsforde, whoe hath hys 
Ire to gyve his attendunce uppon the queues M^^". So that 
In the tyme off moste peryll I shall wante hys comfortable 
ayde, yf any attempte happen to be made, towards the charge 
of the quenes M*^^ here remayneng; and I certaynly lerne 

*> If Sir Henry's conduct here appears harsh, it must be remembered that 
this letter is written to the Council, who are thus made acquainted, in some 
measure, with Elizabeth's wishes, although she might not be aware of it, 

' The hand. 

[vol. IV.] o 
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that hys absence shall as yt weere open a gappe to su persons 
not moche to be trusted off Gloucestreshire. yff yo' lorde- 
shipps dooe not release hym, then I have receyred as moche 
helpe at hys hande as I can. In a late secrette metyng 
bettwen S' Leonarde Chamberlayn & me^ In talke he re- 
membered and sayde, I harde off a late metyng bettwexte 
Wyllm Grudge^ s'vnte to the late duke off Suff./ and 
Vemeye^ my 1. gracs s'vnte^ here at the sign off the bull 
In Wodestocke ; and by the masse^ sayde he, yt cannot bee 
for goode, ffor yf there be any practise off yll, w%i all 
Englande, thys Vemye ys pvie to yt, and the other as 
mete an Instrumente for such ppose as can bee. Parrye, 
hir Coferer, lyeth at the same signe off the bull, a mVelous 
coularabyll place to practise in, and by my secret espiall 
I haye gyven me to understonde that synys hys coniyng 
hyther w^ thoose that remayneth w^ hym, daylie there hath 
repared unto hym to the nomber off xl^ psons In hys owen 
lyyerie, besydes the daylie repare off my ladys gracs s'Vnts, 
beeng mannye more then haye cause to repare hyther for any 
pyision. I haye deljnrered to the berer heroff the byUs off 
tooe s'yyng men whyche were comaunded to brynge psents 
hyther uppon yo' comaundm^ to be shewde together, w*^ 
other matters by mouth to be declared. And so, as the 
queues highnes poore s'ynte and bedeman, I comende yo' 
lordeshipps to o' lorde allmyghte. ffirom Wodestocke, the 
iiij^ of July, 1664. 

Postscript 
My lords, yt hath cu to my knowledge, by dyy'se credi- 
ble and w^shipfull psons, that the remayneng off Cranmere, 

<* Henry Grey, third Marquis of Donet, K. O., created Duke of Suffolk, 
Oct. 11, 1551, father of the celebrated Lady Jane Qiey. He surtiTed the 
execution of his daughter, with whom he had taken part, but being found 
guilty of joining in Wyatt's rebellion, he was beheaded Feb. 23, 1554. See 
an account of his second insurrection in Quern Jane and Quern Mary, p. 122. 
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Rydleye and Latimer at Oxforde in suche sort as theye dooe^ 
hath don nooe small hurte In theys pts, even amonge thoose 
that were knowne to be goode afore." 



The counceUs Lres answareng to my former Letters. 

After o'^ yerye hartye comendacons : we have recejrved y' 
Letters of the iiij^ of this moneth by this bearer^ your bro- 
ther, whiche we have shewed to the Quenes highnes, whose 
]^fttie takethe the same and yo^ adv'tysem^ therin conte3med^ 
in rerye good and acceptable part^ and geoveth you her 
hartye thanks for the same^ and for aunswere therunto hathe 
willed us to signyfye unto you as foUoweth. Fyrst^ as towch^ 
ing the sycknes that is alledged Hill sholde be vexed w^all^ 
her highnes pleasure is y^ ye shall diligentlye enquyer the 
truthe of the matter and yf he be in case to serve^ he maye 
then Bemayne theare according to the former order. Marye 
yf yt shall appere unto you y^ he hathe anye soche dysea^e 
as is reported, by reason whereof he shalbe to iifyt to serve, 
then maye you cause him to be returned home ageyne, and 
gyve order y* Smythe who was appoynted to supplye y* 
place before, maye, yf he be recovered and meet therefore, 
be placed in Comewallyes stede, or elles Cornewallys to 
remayne theare still in case Smythe by reason of sycknes 
be not fyt for the p'pose. As towching the L. Elizabethes 
request to have you wright her mynde hether, the Quenes 



• These illustriouB Reformers, whose sufferings are too well known to re- 
qtiire mention here, hod been conveyed to Oxiotd on the 8th of March pre- 
vious, where Latimer and Ridley were bomt, Oct. 16, 1555 ; and Cranmer, 
March 21, 1556. Future events have indeed justified Sir Henry's words, 
though not in the sense that he intended ; and *' no smaU hurt " was done to 
his cause when they lighted ** such a candle, by God's grace, in England, as 
shall never be put out." — Latimer's last words, Foxe, HI., 503. 

o 2 
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highnes is pleased y^ ye shall wright those things y^ she shall 
desier you^ and to signyfye the same unto us of her Ma^^ 
Councell, sending yo' Lres towching y^ matter inclosed in 
som paper directed to her highnes^ So as she maye her self 
have the fyrst sight thereof. As for S' Willm Beynsforde 
his continuance theare, her Ma^* having bene moved of y" 
matter^ is pleased for those consideracons menconed in yo*^ 
letter y^ he shall remayne at home for yo' better asistunce 
and the good staye of the Countrey theare abowtes. Her 
highnes Lres latelye addressed unto him for his attendunce 
here in any wyse notw^^standing. For his better discharge 
wherin, ye shall receyve herew^ o' Lres addressed unto him 
signyfyeng her gracs pleasure in that behalf^ w^^ we praye 
yow cause to be sent unto him accordinglye. As for doctor 
Cranmer, and those other y^ remayne at Oxffordcj we shall 
shortlye cause soche order to be taken w^ them as shalbe 
convenyent. And thus we byd you hartelye farewell. From 
Famehm, ye vij*^ of July, A** 1564. 

Yo' assured loving frends, 

Stb. Wynton, cancel! Arundell. 

Thomas Ely, elect. 
Edwarde Hastings. Willm. Peter. 

Thomas Wharton. J. Bourne. 

Postscript We p*'ye you to cause y' meeting of Vemeye 
& others at y* signe of the bull to be diligentlye enquyred 
of, and to certifye unto us what ye shall fynde therin. And 
also to gyve Comaundm* unto Farrye, in the Queue's highnes 
name, y^ he use not anye more to have anye soche Besorte 
of servnts unto him; and to certifye also unto us whether 
he shall obeye this order or not. 
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The Quenes Letters unto me. 

MaRTB ¥• QtTENE. By T® QuBNE. 

Trufitye and right welbeloved^ we gret you well ; & wheare 
we understande y^ by occasion of certeyn o' instrucions Latelye 
gyyene unto you^ Ye doe continuallye make yo' personall 
abode w***in that o' howse of Woodstock, w***owt removing 
from thence, at anye tyme, w^^ thing might p'adventure in 
continuance be both som daunger to yo' helth and be occasion 
also y^ ye shall not be so well able to understand the state 
of the Countrye theare abowts, as otherwyse ye might. We 
let you wit y*, in consideracon thereof, we are pleased ye 
maye, at anye tyme when yo' self shall thinke conyenyent, 
make yo' repayre from owt of o' sayed howse, leaving one 
of yo' brethren to loke to yo' charge, and se to the good 
governuce of that howse in yo^ absence. So as nevertheles 
ye retume backe ageyne yo*^ self at night, for the better loking 
to yo' sayed Charge. And for yo' better ease and recreacon, 
we are in lyke maner pleased y^ ye and yo'^ brethren maye 
at yo' libertyes halk ' for yo' pastyme at the partrige, or hunt 
the hare, w^^in that o*^ maner of Woodstock, or anye of o' 
groimds adioynyng to the same, ffi-om tyme to tyme, when 
ye shall thynke moste convenient; and that also ye maye, yf 
ye shall so thinke good, cause yo' wyf c^ to be sent for, and 
to remayne theare w^ you as long as yo'^ self shall thinke 
meete. Geven under o' signet, at o' castle of Femhm, ye 
vij*** of Julye, y* seconde yere of o' Reigne. 



f Hawk. 

c Catherine, daughter of John Townsend, and heiress of Sir Roger Towns- 
end, of Rainham, Norfolk. She waa buried at Oxbnrgh, Dec. 7, 1681. 
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My letters to the Councell. 

Mj humble dutye to yo' good lordeshippes remembered : 
maye yt plese the same to be advertysed^ y^ this psent son- 
daye^ of thopenyng of my brother Edmonds yt is com to my 
knowledge y^ one John Bryd^^ servyng my 1. Elizabethes 
grace here in her wardrobe, uppon saturdaye in the fore none, 
sholde, in the tyme of her graces walking in the pvye garden, 
goe into the chamber theare bye, wheare I doe lodge two of 
my serviits for the safe loking to of that passage, over and 
besyds the locking of one dore at thoyer heade of the sayed 
stayer, w*^ hath not b6n unlocked but by my self and the 
Smyth for thamendyng of yt, the kye being allwayes in myne 
owne keping, wheare the same Brydges, taking occasion of 
certeyne things lieng in the sayd chamber, sholde speke cer- 
teyne w'^ds in the hering of this bearer, my Sonn ; Henry 
Sackford, my senriite, being one of them that lyethe theare, 
was also in the chamber, and harde not the same words 
spoken, but my Son, as I am enformed. Thone being so nere 
unto me afi a Sonne, thother as a servnte, I tfaynke it my 
dutye, for thavoyding of all suspicons, not onelye to sende the 
same partyes Immediatelye unto yo* 1. to be examyned and 
further ordered as shall please yo' 1. to comaunde, But also 
to referre y*^ matter thereof rising to youre honorable Con- 
sideracon. Uppon y« recept of yo*" 1. Ires of y« vij*^ of this 
psent, and by thauthoritye of the same, I dyd declare unto 
my 1. grace that the Queues Highnes was plesed y^ I sholde 
Wright those things y^ her grace sholde desyer, and to signyfye 
yo' lordeshippes of. Synce w*''* tyme she hathe comaunded 
me nothing. Uppon saturdaye, her gracs face in the momyng 
was somwhat swolne : the same night, as she sayed her self, she 
was yerye eyell at ease ; neyerthelesse as towching councell of 
phisick she speaketh nothing. As fiirre as I coulde leame 
by anye meane, Hyll was unmeet, as was before alledged. 
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Smythe contiiiaethe in his ague, and not able to senre^ so 
according to yo' pleasures ComwaUys remaynethe, full unfyt 
to all p'poses yf theare were anye other choyse. I sente my 
brother Anthonye w^ yo' I. message unto Pary for resorte, 
layeng as good espiall for the same as I can. Vemeye hathe 
ben absent from the signe of the bull theis ix dayes, as by 
enquyrye I leame. He is gone to an offyce he hathe of my 
1. gracs gyfte^ wheare he is in variance for ceyteyne haye 
growing in a medowe by him latelye mowne, and by an other 
caryed awaye. The Queues Ma***" moneye, by two severall 
warrants of her highnes by me receyyed^ is imployed aboute 
her highnes servyce here, lacking only Ixxij^ ; at this present 
being one other paye daye which extendethe to xxv" xv% the 
rest sufficeth not for two payes more. The pticuler decla- 
racon hereof I shall send unto yo' 1. by y* next messinger, 
and herin verye necessitye shall Compell me, being in this 
straunge countrey from myne acquayntiince, and a very pore 
man yf I were at home, humbly to beseche yo** 1. to be meanes 
y* moneye maye be had aforehand for the mayntenuce of the 
Queues seryyce during the tyme yt shallbe her pleasure to use 
the same. I doe understande y* 8' Leonarde Chamberlayne 
sholde imediatlye take his Jeourney towards his offyce in J. 
and Gumeseye, were yt not y* he taryethe to see his wyf ^ 
brought in bedd, w^^ hathe loked her self every houre this 
sevenight; whose psence in this place, by all mens opinions 
and by myne affeccon also, yf anye iyell spirytt sholde blowe 
up a storme to the perell of the charge wherunto the Queues 
Highnes hathe comaunded me to serve, were most nedefull to 
be had here, yet not knowing howe necessarye a ser^t he is 

^ The burial of this lady is mentioned in Maehyn'a Diary ^ p. 186. 1557. 
*'Tha ▼ day of May afor.non was bered my lade Chamburlayne, the wyff of 

ser Lenard Chambnrlayne, of Ozffordshyre with prestes and clarkes, a 

grett oompane of mornars : and ther dyd pryche att the masse docthur Chad- 
say* and he mad a godly sermon : and after, a grett dener : and master Long- 
kaster was the harold : and ther was a grett dolle of money at the churche.' * 

OXFORD 
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in thother place^ I date not enterpryse to be anye siiter for his 
staye at home. I have delivered to this bearer thexaiacon of 
Andrew Ross towching prophesieng^ of whose words Byrche* 
all late sent unto yo' 1. dyd report his tale as by the deposicon 
of Block & RobynSy taken by my 1. Mordant/ dothe appere 
unto yo' I. The same Andrewe I have caused to b di unto 
the charge of M' Parye, to be forthe comyDg at yo"* pleasiures. 
In the presence of the maior of Woodstock. This Countreye 
at thys psente is in quyet estate^ as far as I knowe. So be- 
seching o' Lord Almightye to sende a prosperous meting of 
o** most dread sov'aigne Ladye and y* most noble Frynce^ and 
to continue yo' 1. in their seryvce long, to his pleasure & yo*^ 
hono'^ I leave to trouble the same at this tyme. ffrom Wood- 
stocke^ the xvj*^ of July, 1554. 



The Councelles Lres to me. 

After o^ right hartye comendacons, we have receyved yo' 
Lres and signyfyed the contents of them to the Queues 
highnes, whoe takethe yo' diligence in verye good parte^ 
and for aunswere hath willed us to signyfy unto you, y^ 
iyndyng Brydgs of soche mysbehavo' in wordes as ye wright 
of, ye shall in anye wyse order him according to his deserts, 
comitting him to warde till we maye at leysure in thend of 
Somer consider the nature of his offence. As towching 
moneye, order shalbe taken for yo' want to yo' contentacon. 
S' Leonardo Chamberleyne maye tarye theare w^ you for a 
whyle longer, and so you maye saye unto him. Thexaiacon 
of Andrewe we have sene, and esteme the sayeings mere 
vanitye, wherefore we think he remayneth worthelye in 

* John, first Lord Mordaunt, Bummoned to Parliament firom May 4, 1632, 
to NoY. 6, 1668. He died August 28, 1662, and was buried at Tunrey, Bed* 
fordahire. 
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pryson whyther ye have comitted. And thus we byd you 
bartelye farewell, at Walthm, y« xix*** of Julye, 1554. 

Yo' loving fiends, 

Ste. "Winton, cancell. 

Thomas Ely, elect. John Gage. 



My letters to the Councell. 

Maye it plese yo' good L., uppon y« recept of yo' Lf es of 
y* xix*^ of this psent, I understand yo' pleasures that Brydgs, 
for his mysbehavo' in words, sholde be comitted to warde 
till yo' L. might consider the nature of his offence at leysure 
in thende of thys Somer. And bycause he is onelye ap- 
poynted to serve my 1. Elzabethes grace in her wardrobe, 
bothe of the Bobes and beddes, and yo' 1. dyd not determyne 
anye other pson to serve in that place. Therefore I have not 
hetherto made him pvye to anye his offence, or comitted 
him to anye other ward then w^ salf loking to w^hin the 
howse as he was before ; wheare I dare, by godds grace^ 
aunswere for his forthecoming, unles yt ylease yo' L. other- 
wyse to determyn, notw^^standing the Consideracon afore 
rehersed. I have deliv'ed unto my brother Anthonye, the 
bearer hereof, a breef and book, declaring howe the Sm of 
ccciiij" ^ and odde moneye is hoUye imployed and bestowed, 
whiche I receyved by vertue of twoe sev'all warrants of 
the Queues Ma^°', beseching you to receyve him a sutor 
for more moneye, yf yt shall please you to have the servyce 
continue according to yo' 1. pmyse menconed in yo' letters 
abovesayed. Theare hathe Com to my knowledge synce my 
last wrighting unto yo' 1., ij sev'all matters tending to notable 
sedicon ; The holle circumstances whereof appering by divers 
Ires my sayd brother hathe to deliver unto yo' 1. In w*^** 
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cases^ or the lyke hereafter to insue, I shall beseche you 
to put order for the ponyshem* of the offenders.^ S' Willm 
Beynsford hathe taken great payne in Byding to Coventry 
for the taking of one of the offenders. Thus^ w^ remeber- 
unce of my humble dutye being at this tjrme in good quyet 
as farre as I can understand other than is abovesayed^ I shall 
beseche o' Lorde god almightye to sende y^ King^ o' m% 
and the Quene^ o' most dere soy'aigne Ladye^ longe & pros- 
perous Reigne, w^ honorable frute and offspring of manage^ 
to the Comfort of all goode inglyshe subiects^ I leave to 
trouble yo' 1. at this tyme. ffirom "Woodstock, y« xxx}^ of 
July, A° 1664. 

Postscript My ladye Elzabethes grace, after masse was 
done this psent daye, willed and requyred me to conceyye a 
sute of hers to be made unto yo' L., to be meanes for her unto 
the Queues highnes ; which I have don, and herin inclosed 
yt and sealed and djrrected unto the Queues M*^®, according 
to yo' Comaundm^ expssed In yo' Ires, dated at ffamhin, y* 
vij*^ of Julye, A® 1664, wherunto I requyred her to put her 
signe in proffe y^ jrt was agreable to her mynde. Since Co- 
inaundem^ gyvene to him on yo' L. behalf, for anye repayer 
unto him, other then necessitye requyreth, by the espiall y^ 
I can make, I perceyve nothing but well. Vemeye is Comen 
to him ageyne and hathe ben theare this sevenight Tf it 
shalbe determyned by the Queues highnes and you, my L., 
y^ this great Ladye shall remayn in this howse, then of ne- 
cessitye theare must be repacons done bothe to the covering 
of the howse in leade & slatt and especiallye in glass and 
Casemonds, orelles neyther she nor anye y^ attendethe uppon 
her shalbe able to abyde for Coulde, and the Coffero' makethe 
me beleve y^ he can make no provision for wood here for anye 
money w*^owt yo' L. helpe. 

^ These were the players at CoTentrj, mentioned in hia next letter. 
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My ladye Elizabethes graces sate. 

My ladye Elizabethe, this psent xxx^ of Julye^ requyred 
me to make repoite of her graces mynde as her stiyt to yo' 
hono"^ to be meanes to the Quene's Ma^^ on her behalf to 
this effect. To beseche yo^ 1. all to Consider her wofuU case^ 
y^ being but onys lycensed to wright as an humble Sutres 
unto the Queues highnes, and recejrred thereby noe soche 
Comforte as she hoped to haye don^ but to her further dys- 
comforte in a message by me opened, y^ it was the Queues 
Highnes pleasure [not] to be anye more molested w^ her 
grace letters, y* yt maye please the same and that uppon 
Yerye pitye, considering her longe imprisonm^ and restraynt 
of libertye, eyther to charge her w* speciall matter to be 
aunswered unto and tryed, or to graunt her libertye to com 
unto her highnes psence, whiche she sayethe she wolde not 
desyer were yt not y^ she knowethe her self to be clere evene 
before god, for her alegiance. And yf also by yo'^ good me- 
diacons she might not enioye y® Queues highnes most gra- 
cious ffavo^, w^out anye scruples or suspicons of her trothe, 
she had rather willinglye suffer thys that she dothe and 
moche more then her Ma^ sholde in anye cace be troubled 
or dysquyeted towching her, whose bono' suerly and pser- 
vacon, she sayethe, she dothe desyre above all things in this 
worlde. Bequyring me further to move Chefelye as manye 
of you, my lords, as were a councell ptyes and pVye to and 
for thexecucon of the will of the Kings Ma^®,^ her father, 
to further this her graces suyt abovesayed. And yf neyther 
of theis two her suyts maye be obteyned by yo' 1. for her, 
that then yt might please y* Queues highnes to graunt y^ Som 
of you, my 1., maye haye leave to repayer hether unto her 

' King Henry YUL had willed the crown to Elizabeth after the death of 
Edward YI. and Mary, without issue ; and some of his executors were still 
of the Priyy Council. See the will in Nicolas's Teitamenta Vetutta, I., 37. 
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and to rcceyve her suyts of her owne mowthe to be opened. 
Wherby she maye take a relese not to think her self utterlye 
desolate of all reffuge in this worlde. 



The Councells letters. 

After our hartye comendacons. The quenes highnesse 
hath sene yo' letters^ with suche other matter as ye sente 
unto hir M**'^ by the same, w*^ hir highnes wyll take a tyme 
to consider^ and at convenient leysure make suche answere 
thereunto as shall be necessarie. And as to touching your 
requeste to be remembered w*** moneye^ hir M**** wyll cause 
order to be taken w***in these viij or ten dayes for yo' satis- 
faccon In that behalf as appertayneth. As to the Copie off 
the letter that ye sente hyther^ hir highnes wyll In lyke 
manner take a tyme to consider the same, and thereuppon 
gyve suche ordre for the quietnes off yo' sVice, as ye shall 
have cause to reste satisfied, and so wee bydde yow ryght 
hartylye well to fare. From "Wyndesore the vij^ off August, 
1554. 

Yo' lovyng ffirendes, 

Ste. Winton, cancell. Thom". Ely, elect. 

Jo. Bourne. 



My letters to the Councell. 

Myn humble duetye to yo' honorable lordeshipps remem- 
bred, These shall be to beseche the same that the berer heroff 
(my brother Edmonde) maye rece moneye accordyng to yo' 
late determinacon by yo' letters off the vij*** off thys psente, 
for the dispatches or cotinunce off the quenes M^^' soudiers 
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&ere^ as yt shall stonde w^^ the plesure oflf hir highnesse and 
yow, my 1. Uppon ffirydaye laste my 1. Elizabeths grace, in 
the tyme off hir walke in the over garden here in the fore- 
noone off the same daye, sayde unto me, I have yerye slooe 
spede In the answare off anye my suits, and I knowe yt ys 
eyer so, when that there ys not oon appoynted to gyve daylie 
attendunce in sute makyng for answere ; and therefore, sayth 
she, I praye yow lette me sonde a s'vnte off myn owne, to 
whom I wyll doo the message in yo^ heryng that he shall 
dooe by my comaundm^ and thys I thynke (sayde shee) 
ys notte ageynst the order and s'vice appoynted unto yow. 
To w«** I answared, requiryng hir grace to be contented, ffor I 
neyther colde nor wolde assente unto any suche hir requeste. 
Then, sayde she, I am at a meryelous aflterdele,"' ffor I have 
knowen that the wyff hath been receyved to sue for hir hus- 
bonde; the kynseman, frende or s'^te for them that hath 
been In the case I nowe am, and never denyed. To that 
I answared, I my self am off small experience In suche case. 
That not w^stondyng I trust yt shall notte be long or my 
L off the Councell wyll remember yo' suite and answere the 
same. And so hir grace ended. Thys Countrie remayneth 
at this daye In verye goode quiet, as farre as I can here, 
Sayyng su verye simple psons hath uttered certayn words 
sediciouslye, w^^ hath been bye & bye opened imto the 
Justices off the peace, whoe be verye diligente in the serch- 
ing oute and punyshyng off the same. At my laste sendyng 
to yo' lordshipps by my brother Anthonie, I advertised yow 
off certayn players, and off oon heywoode," w*** wrote a 
sedicious letter at Coventrie, and there remayneth In prison. 



» Afl&rdMi^ disadTantage.— Ha//ti0«0. 

^ Coventry had long been celebrated for the plays or '' myateries " per- 
formed there. The Hey wood mentioned above and preyionsly, aa accused of 
sedition, could hardly have been the well-known '* Epigrammatist/' as he was 
in great favour at the court of Queen Mary ; and his sonB, Ellis and Jasper, 
were graduates of Oxford, and became zealous Jesuits. 
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Yff yt myght plese yo' lordshipp to determyn yo' order to 
the comissioners and other officers towching the same^ yt 
sholde be moche comforte to them In their s'vice, and terro' 
to the lyke offendo". I dooe here saye that there ys grette 
waste made uppon thys grette ladies possessions : the reporte 
thereoff ys notte so credible, that I dare saye yt ys so ; butte 
I thought yt my duetye to gyve you advertisemS that yt 
maye be inquired off. Thus comendyng yo' 1. to o' lorde 
allmyghtie, I take my leye off the same, from the queues 
j^jaues house off Woodestock, the xv)*** daye of August, A®. 
1554. 



My letters to my 1. off Elye. ** 

After my hartye Commendacons to yo' goode 1. So yt ys 
that as yow dooe knowe I have contynewed thys s'vice by 
the space off xy weeks, in care off mynde and some trayell 
off bodye, w^^ I wolde be gladde to make suite to be relyyed 
off, yff I might knowe yt sholde be taken in goode parte. 
And hayyng nooe ffirende w®^ I beleye my self to be so an- 
swared off as off yo' lordeshlpp; Eyen thereuppon I am 
bolde by theese hartylye to desyer yo' trayell in my behalf 
(yff yt so stonde w*** yo' goode opinion) to the queues M***^, 
to graunte me my discharge from the same ; wherin I trust 
my 1. Chauncelo^ p wyll ioyne w*^ yow, yff yt contente yow 
to moye hym thereunto, whooe, by words of meryelous ef- 
fecte, comp^ing both the queues comaundm^ that I sholde 
enter in to yt, and hys ernest requeste at that tyme also 
dydde cause me to take in hande the same. And leste my 
sayde 1. sholde forgette, I praye yow putte hym In remem- 
berunce that he hadde thys talke w^ me uppon the Caulseye,'^ 

o Thirlby, Bishop of Ely. p Bishop Otrdiner. 

4 Causeway, (via cakdaia.) 



207 

betwexte the house o£f sayncte Jamys and Charyng Crosse ; 
and what yt shall contente yow to dooe for me herin, I shall 
desyer yow to be assertayned by yo' Ires uppon the retoum 
off the messenger. I made late a suite unto yow for yo' 
house at the blacke friers^ and receyyed answere that yow 
hadde otherwyse disposed the same ; yet^ rememberyng that 
yow hadde an house off my* 1. off Bath in holboum, w®^ as 
the case now stondeth I thynke yo'^ 1. wyll haye lyttle plesure 
to use, and yff by yo' goode mene I myght obtayne the same 
at my 1. off Bathes ' hands^ yow sholde dooe unto me a grette 
goode toume^ w^^ haye nooe house off refuge in london, butte 
the Comon Inne^ and wolde be gladde to gyye large moneye 
to be ayoyded off that incoyenience. And thus^ remayneng 
at the queues M^^*'* house off Woodestocke (oute off the 
whych I was neyer by the space of yj bowers syth my com- 
yng into the same) I leaye to trubble yo' lordeshipp w^ thys 
my rude wrytyng^ at the house aforesayde, the xyj^ daye off 
August^ 1554. 



The CounceUs letters. 

After o' ryght hartye comendacons, the queues highnes ys 
plesed that the 1. Anne Graye shall nowe at the retoum off 
M*** Tomewe repaire hom to hir mansion house for a tyme, 
w^^ hir highnes hath wylled us to signifie unto yow^ to thende 
ye myght knowe her plesure herin. And thus we bydde yow 
ryght hartylye to farewell, ffirom Westminster^ the xx^ off 
Auguste^ 1554. 

John Gage. Henbye Jebnegak. 



' John Bourcliier, second Earl of Bath ; one of Queen Mar/a earliest ad- 
herents. He died in 1560. 
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After my humble daetye to yo' lordeshipps remembered, 
they 8 shall be to advertise yow that, the xxvj^ daye of August 
last paste, my 1. Elizabeths grace after hir confession, as hir 
chappleyn" declared to me, in Catholyke fourme dydde re- 
ceyve the most comfortable sacramente. And afore hir grace 
wente to the receyte thereoff, she called M. Tomeo, the queues 
^aties ^oman and me, and wee, knelyng afore hir grace, not 
knoweng what hir grace mente by the same, she opened hir 
mynde by theys words, ptestyng, That hir grace. In all hyr 
lyffe, hadde don nooe thyng, nor intended to dooe, that was 
perilous to the pson off the queues highnes or the Comon- 
welth off thys Bealme, as godde, to hoos m'cie she then 
mynded to comitte hyr selfe, was iudge ; and that don, re- 
ceyved. At dyverse tymes synyse, hyr grace hath coin- 
aunded me to wryte unto yow, my 1., wyche neyerthelesse 
was fyrst ordered, as yo' plesure was, hyr grace hath called 
uppon me for answere, leyeng to my charge, that bycause I 
am so scrupulous that I wyll notte assente that hyr grace 
maye wryte hyr self unto yow, my 1., and sonde the same by 
a s'vnte off hir owen that ys not daylye comaunded to wayte 
uppon hir grace ; w*^** s*vnte, hir grac' deyise ys, sholde re- 
ceyve hyr letter and message of my reporte, & delyver yt 
onlye, w%ute spekyng w*^ hyr grace; that that was the 
onlye cause whye she hadde nooe manner off answere to hir 
suite; and hir grace sayth she ys suer yo' 1. wyll smyle in 
yo' sieves when ye knowe thys my Scruplelusnesse. Wher- 
unto I made answere, that I hadde rather adventure to here 
yo' displesures for that, then for psumpcon: and so ended. 
Wherfore I beseche yo' 1. to retoum yo' plesures how I shall 
demene my self In answaryng thys matter, upon the comyng 

• His chriBtiAn name was William, as he is addressed as " Sir William " 
further on. The names of Elizabeth's chaplains at about this period were, 
Bingham, John Rauffe, and Alene. — CeeiU Papen, p. 70. '* One Master 
Yong" serred her in that office whUe she was imprisoned in the Tower. 
— F(MW, m,, 946. 
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horn of thys massenger. I made suite unto yo' 1.^ in my 
latter letter, for the glasyng and slatyng off the lodgyngs w^ 
off necessite be to be occupied ffor the tyme off thys grette 
ladyes aboode here, wherin also I praye yo' 1. gyve know- 
ledge. The king and queues M^^*' moneye of an cl^, re- 
ceyyed by force off there warrunte by thys berer my brother 
Edmonde, ys fullye payde to the soldiours s'vyng here, and 
thei remayne unpayde for ten dayes at the wrytjmg hereoff. 
Even so, leyyng to truble yo' lordshipps, I comende the 
same to o' lorde god hys moste blessed tuicon, at the queues 
jifaties house off Wodestock, the xiiij*^ off September, 1554. 



The Councells Ires. 

M' Bedyngfeld, afiter o' ryght hartye comendacons : The 
queues M*"*, havyng seen yo' Ires off the xiiij*^ of this 
moneth addressed unto us, taketh yo' advertisem^ in verye 
goode parte, and ys verye gladde that the lady Elizabeths 
grace doth so well conforme hir self in the receyyyng off the 
most blessed sacramente off the alter. And towchyng hyr 
requeste to wryte unto us by some extraordinarie s'vnte off 
hyr owen, the queues M**** ys plesed that, yo' self recey vyng 
the Ires and inclosyng the same w^in your owen, maye so 
addresse the sayde s'vnte w^^ them unto us, and yow shall 
receyve hir M***** plesure for answare. Towchyng the tylyng 
& glasyng off £hat house, hir M^® ys plesed the same shall 
bee furw^ repared in placs necessarie ; for the doeng wherof, 
yf wee maye knowe what the charge wyll bee, wee wyll 
pcure moneye to be sente for doeng the same. And thus wee 

[vol. IV.] p 



bydde yow most hartylye fare well^ ffirom hampton Courte 
thys xv*^ off September^ 1554. 

Yo"" assured ffrends^ 

Stb. Winton, cancell. Bedford.^ 

Thoms. Ely. John Gage. 

WiLLM. Fetbe. Jo. Bourne. 



My Ires to the Councell. 

AppoQ the retoum off my brother Edmonde w*^ yo' hono- 
rable Ires^ dated at hampton Courte the xy^ off thys psent 
moneth, I dydde take knowledge that yo' lordeshipps hadde 
obtayned of the quenes M*^ that my 1. Elizabeths grace 
myght wryte unto yo' lordeshipps, delyyeryng the same unto 
me to be addressed unto yo' bono", inclosed in my letter, by 
on off hyr gracs extraordinarie s'vnts; wheruppon, the mon- 
daye beeng the xvij^^ daye. In the fore noone of the same, I 
declared that yo' 1. hadde grunted hir gracs late desyre in 
fourme abovesayde, w^^ was gladde tydyngs, as I tooke yt ; 
yet hir grace at that tyme dydde neyther comaunde me to 
ppare thyngs for hir grace to wryte w^, or named whoe 
sholde bee hir massenger : and so I depted. Hir grace never 
spake worde off that matter moore tyll the sondaye foloweng, 
in the tyme off hir gracs walke at the after noone ; at w^ 
tyme hir grace comaunded to ppare hyr penne & ynke and 
paper ageynst the nexte daye ; w®^ I dydde. Uppon mon* 
daye. In the momeng, hyr grace sente M*^ Morton, the 
quenes highnes woman, for the same ; to whom I delyyered 

t John RusseU, first Earl of Bedford* K.G., Lord Privy Seal. He was the 
Ambassador appointed to conduct Philip into England. His portrait is en- 
graved in Lodgtf Vol. H. He died Mach 16, 1665. 
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a Standysh^ ^ w^^ fyye penns^ ij shets off fyne pap, and oon 
coarse slietey inclosing the same w^ thys request unto the 
sayde M'* Morton, that she sholde make suite to my ladyes 
grace on my behalf, that yt wolde plese hir grace not to use 
the same, butte in the sight off mastresse Tomio or hir. And 
the same mastresse Morton dydde thys, and broute me worde 
that hir grace hadde consented to my sayde suite ; and that I 
sholde also sende worde unto ffraunces Yemeye, hir gracs 
ordinari s'vnte, lyeng in the toune off Wodestocke w*^ hir 
Coferer, to be massenger ; where I pceyve thei use as mocha 
pyie conference to hyr grace and from hir as thei lyste. 
Even as I ady'tised yo' 1. longe agooe : the house also beeng 
a Comon Inne, wherin thei dooe lye, and thei so politicque 
as thei bee, I can gette no knowledge off there doengs by 
eny espiall : thjrs only I am suer of, thei mete notte together 
In pson. At the after noone, in hir gracs goyng to walke, I 
harde hir saye she hadde suche payne In hir hedde that she 
colde wryte nooe moore that daye. Tewsdaye, in the mom- 
yng, as I lemed off mastresse Morton, she washed hir hedde. 
At after noone of the same daye, after three off the clocke, 
hir grace sente for me by mastresse Tomio, and at myn awayt- 
yng uppon hir she there comaunded me to wryte the Ire hir 
gprace had wreten, sayeng she never wrote to yo' 1. but by a 
Secretorie ; and I am not suffered at thys tyme to have non, 
and therfore yow must nodes dooe yt. I prayed hir grace to 
pdon me, ffor that I was notte able ; yet, at hir gracs impor- 
tune comaundment & desyer, I wrote as she redde unto me 
off hyr hande wrytyng, w**'** she retayneth as a miaute. And 
after yt was dated hir grace dydde wryte w^ hir owen hande; 
butte what, godde knoweth : that don, hir grace comaunded 
me to make yt upp. And hir grace wolde have sealed yt; 
butte, beeng verye colde, she required M" Morton to dooe 
yt, and comaunded me to wryte the direction, and so dely- 
vered yt unto me, to be sente unto Vemeye to conveye to my 

^ An inkfltand. 

p 2 
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1. Tresorer^ and my 1. Chamberlayn ^ on the quenes M***** 
syde ; w*^^ I lefte undon. ^ Godde knoweth how yt greveth 
me that I am thus unable to sVe the quenes M^^ & yow, my 
lords^ by reson of thys myn evyll wrytyng, trustyng hir 
highnesse wyll pdon my rudenesse^ and yow^ my 1., also. I 
tooke ageyn off my L Elizabeths grace the remayn of the 
paper^ the Standysh and penns, wantyng one ; and so depted 
from hir grace. I sente my brother Ede, the daye after hys 
retourne from yo' 1.^ to s' Wyllm Rajmsfords^ to declare unto 
hym the massage ye dd to be don by mouth : beeng from 
home, at my 1. Wyllms, it was the latter ende off that weeke 
or he hadde knowledge off yo' plesure ; wheruppon he hath 
answared by hys letter that he wyll dooe the best he can to 
accomplysh yo' comaundem^; butte as he wrote he knewe 
not then where the same men were becu. The reste of the 
quenes M^^^ s'yice here remayneth in quiet estate at the 
wrytyng heroff, as farre as I dooe here. Th», prayeng yo' 1. 

'^ The Marquis of Winchester. 

* Sir John Qage. 

7 Vemeye was despatched, however, sis days afterwards, as appears by Sir 
Henry's next letter to the Council. Foze notices this matter at some length, 
for the discredit of Bedingfield. Elizabeth having upbraided him. Sir Henry 
** kneeling down, desired her Grace to thinke and consider how he was a ser- 
vant, and put in trust there by the Queene to serve her Maiestie, protesting 
that if the case were hers, he would as willingly serve her Grace, as now he 
did the Queenes Highnesse. For the which his answer her Grace thanked 
him, desiring God that she might never have neede of such servants as hee 
was ; declaring further to him, that his doings towards her were not good nor 
answerable, but more than all the Mends he had would stand by. To whom 
sir Henry replied and sayd, that there was no remedie but his doings must 
bee answered, and so they should, trusting to make good account thereof. 
The cause which moved her grace so to say, was for that he would not per- 
mit her letters to bee carried foure or five daies after the writing thereof. 
But in fine he was content to send for her Gentleman firom the towne of 
Woodstocke, demanding of him whether hee durst enterprise the carriage 
of her Graces letters to the Queene, or no : and he answered, yea, sir, that I 
dare, and will with all my heart. Whereupon sir Henrie, haUe against his 
Btomacke, tooke them unto him.*'— F<Mr«, IH., 948. 
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all to accepte the rememberuce off my bounden duetye, I 
comitte the same to o' lorde allmyghtie hys most blessed 
tuicon, ffirom the queue's Manno' of Wodestock, the xx^ off 
September, A** 1654. 



My letters to the quenes highnesser 

Maye yt plese yo' highnes to be advertised that this grette 
ladye, upon to hose pson ye have comaunded myn attendunce, 
ys and hath been in quiet state for the helth off hir bodye 
thys moneth or vj weeks ; and off hir mjmde declareth no- 
thyng outewardlye, by worde or dede, that I can cu to the 
knowledge off, butte all tendjmg to the hoope, she sayth, she 
hath off yo' clemencie and marcie towards hyr. Marrye,. 
ageynst my lords off yo' most honorabyll councell I have 
harde hir speke words that declare that she hath conceyved 
grette unkyndnesse in them, yf hir menyng gooe w^ hir 
words, wheroff godde onlye ys Judge. Hyr Chapleyn in 
my 1. Chamberlayns tyme dydde saye the suffirags in Eng- 
lysh, wyche, and all other thyngs don in hys tyme, have 
been obs'yed as my president and grette helpe in this yo' 
]y£ati« 8»vice, wherin I was utterlye unexperte ; and in theis 
suffrags all ys sayde, savyng the words towchyng the byshopp 
off Boome.' And my 1. Elizabeths grace dydde use to saye 
the same w^^ hir Chappleyn ; so that all that dydde wayte 
dydde here speke the words playnlye after the preste. Synyst 
yo' moste noble marriage, by & by, after w^^, the same hir 
Chappleyn, accordyng to hys moste bounden duetye, dydde 

* The words alluded to are those occurring in the Litany of the Prayer- 
books of 1549 and 1552, and which were left out in the edition of 1559. 
'* From all sedition and privy-conspiracy, from the tyranny of the Bishop of 
Bome, and all hia detestable enormities ; from all false doctrine and heresy ;. 
from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word and Commandment.*' 
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praye for the kyng and yo' M**^* together, hir grace hath 
never answared worde to that article, that colde be harde or 
pceyved by any mene, beeng marked off verye p'pose by yo' 
highnesse woman, M" Morton, & me. My bounden s'vice 
to yo^ M**** ys iuste cause to signifie thys scruple to be wayed 
by yo' moste noble consideracon. So, besechyng o^ lorde 
allmyghtye to graunte suche a ioye to cu to all true Englysh 
men, by the pgenie off your excellent pson, that wee maye, 
as holye Simeon dydde for the byrth off Chryste, prayse 
godde for the same, I humblye take my leve off yo^ highnes, 
ffrom yo^ house off Wodestocke, the iiij"* off October in the 
seconde & fyrst off the kyng & yo' most psperous reign. 



The queues letters. 

MaRYE the QUEITE. 

Trustie and ryght well beloved, wee grete yow well, and 
let yow wit wee have receyved yo* Ires of the iiij^ off thys 
moneth, wherbye, as well as by yo' severall Ires addressed 
unto o' pvie Councell, wee pceyve the continunce of yo' dili- 
gence in the charge comitted unto yow; for the whyche 
looke, as wee do gyve o' hartye thanks, so dooe wee require 
yow to use the semblable henceforth accordyng to the truste 
reposed unto yow, wherin ye shall dooe us acceptable s'vice. 
And where as hitherto the ladye Elizabeth hath been suffered 
(as ye knowe) to use the suffrags and letanie In Englysh, for 
as moche as we thynke yt verye convenient that lyke as she 
hath (as wee pceyve by yo' Ires) shewed hir self conformable 
enough In all other thyngs, which wee be gladde to under- 
stonde, so she sholde in thys matter be induced to stonde 
contente w*^ the s'vice used in o' own Chappell and through- 
oute o' Bealme, and nooe moore to use the sayde suj&ags and 
letanie In Englysh, butte In latyn, accordyng to the auncient 
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and laudable Custome of the churche; wee have thought mete 
to require jow to move yt on o' behalf unto hir^ & to travell 
w^ hir therin the beste ye can, advertising what she shall 
answere thereunto, that wee maye thereuppon take suche 
furder ordre as shall be convenient. And where wee dooe 
pceyve by yo' letters unto o' pvie Counsell that ye require 
there maye be sii reparacons made uppon that house^ bycause 
wee understonde that the coste thereof wyll not be grette, 
and consideryng that the tyme oflf the yere for that ppose 
draweth faste awaye, we let yow wyt, our plesure ys, ye 
dooe cause the sayde reparacons to be gon in hande w^all by 
suche wurkemen as ye can gette thereabouts, whose charge, 
w^ the reste of the coste that the sayde wurke shall amounte 
unto, wee shall, uppon certificate thereof from yow, gyve 
ordre to be payde accordynglye. Geven under o' signet, at 
o' Pallayce off Westminstre, the vj off Octob. the fyrst & 
seconde yere of o' Beign. 



My letters to the Councell. 

Fleseth yt yo' honorable 1. to be advertised, that the laste 
daye of September now paste, the kyngs & queues M*^** 
Soldiers s'vyng here have been unpayde for oon hoole 
moneth, and thei owe over to the poore folke off Woode- 
stock for there boorde and vitalyng for the moste parte for 
lyke tyme ; whiche, beeng verye poore psons, have gyven 
warnyng to Sodiours, that w%ute redye moneye theye ney- 
ther can or wyll pvyde to vitayle them eny lenger. Wher- 
apon I have been dryven to entrete w*^ them by the beste 
menes I can, tyll moneye maye be obtayned : thys verye ne- 
cessite enforseth my suite unto yo' bono", that yt may plese 
the same to gyve order for moneye. Fraunces Verneye was 
dispatched from hense w^^ my ladye Elizabeths gracs Ires, 
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inclosed as yo' lordeshipps comaunded^ the weddensdaye in 
the momyng beyng the zxTJ^ daye of September laste ; to 
whom I delyvered the estimate for the reparacons I sente to 
yow for in my former Ires, trustyng yo' lordshipps wyll take 
a waye for that also. My ladyes gracs Chappleyn s'vyng 
here dydde off hym self declare unto me^ that there was cu 
to hys knowledge^ that my 1. off london * hadde sette furth 
a booke in prynte^ contayneng the spirituall ordre off hys 
dioces^ in w**^ oon Article ys, that all deryne s'vice sholde 
be sonnge or sayde in the latyn tonge. Wherefore^ sayth he, 
beeng wyllyng to obeye, I praye yow lette me knowe yo' 
Opinion whyther I shall leve to saye the sufirags in Inglysh^ 
whych I have accustomed to saye afore my ladyes grace 
twyse a weeke^ and have don synys the comyng off hir to 
the tower fyrst. I answared^ yow shall knowe shortlye. 
Whyche, comeng from yo' lordeshipps^ shall bee don as ye 
comaunde. There be certayn off hir gracs s'vnts^ that beeng 
mannye tymes in a generaltie moved to cu to divine s'yice^ 
dooe yt not at eny tyme.^ I praye godde^ all the reste dooe 
not obs're for fourme onlye, excepte the Chappleyn. Yff 
yt cotented yow, w*^ the kyng & queues M***~ license, to 
graunte that thei myght be visited w^ su lemed men, both 
to preche & talke w^ them in the matter off there religion, I 
wolde trust in godde thei sholde becu eyther better pswaded 
in that poynte, or at the leste waye moore open to the worlde 
what thei bee. I trust yo' 1. dooe cosider that the nyghts 
that shall be from hensefurth arre longe and colde, and 
manye off them weete, wherebye the poore Soldiers shall 
notte bee able to cotinewe their watche aboute thys house 
Stondyng uppon the hyll, Sooe colde as y t doth, w^oute theye 

* Edmund Bonner, Bishop of London, who had returned his see, August 
6, 1653. 

^ Strype relates that Mrs. Sands refused to attend mass when Elizabeth 
was in the Tower, and Mrs. Coldebum was appointed in her stead. — Siriek^ 
land, YI., 9S. See Foxe, in., 932, and the account of Hoineby hereafter. 
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may be suffered to kepe the same w^^in the gate ; butte how 
that wyll stonde well to all other p^'pose, I knowe not. And 
trustyng that godde^ the kyng & quenes M***% w*** yo*" hono- 
rable adyyse, shall better dispose for us, then wee can for o' 
selfs, I comende the same to hys most blessed tuicon, and soo 
take my leve off yow. ffirom the kyngs and quenes house of 
Woodestocke, the iiij*^ off October, the fyrst & seconde yere 
off there most prosperous reygn. 



The quenes Ires. 

Marte the quene. 
Trustie and well beloved, wee grete yow well, lettyng yow 
wyt that the letters off the ladye Elizabeth off the xxv^^ off 
September laste passed, wrytten w^ yo' hande and addressed 
by hir s'vnte Yemeye to our Counsell, were for that the same 
were faste sowed w%ut any endorsem^ on the outsyde, fyrst 
broute to o' hands, which wee have considered and dooe fynde 
somewhat Straunge, for where she thynketh that hir answerez 
to the matters obiected, and former Ires, have been kepte from 
o' knowledge, wee marvell uppon what grounde she hath con- 
yeyde so yll an opinion off o^ Counsell, off whom nooe oon 
hath (to o' knowledge) gyren hir anye suche cause. If hir 
former answers myght so well have satisfied indifferent eares 
as it semeth to satisfie hir owne opinion, she myght have been 
well assured to have fullye enioyed our fayo^ before a grette 
manye off others which uppon their Sbmission have tasted 
thereoff. Yow maye therefore declare unto hir theys o' letters, 
signifieng that wee be notte immyndefull off hir cause, and 
as goode occasion shall pcede from hir selfe in dedes. So wyll 
wee have suche farther consideracon of hir as maye stonde 
w*^ hir bono' and the goode order off o' Realme. Yeoyen 



218 



under o' Signet at o' palice oflF Westemifltre^ the vij^** daye off 
Octob'^ the first and seconde yeres off o' Beigne. 



My letters to the quenes highnesse. 

Accordyng to yo' highnes moste gracious comaundment, 
contayned In yo' letters off the ^*^ off thys psente^ to move 
my 1. Elizabeth nooe moore to use the sufirags and letanie In 
Englysh but latyn^ after the auncient & laudable Custome off 
the Churche^ and to advertyse yo' m^^* off hir answare in the 
same^ on yo' highnes behalf^ I moved yt to hyr the xiij^ off 
thys psente moneth, whoose answere I receyved w^ these 
words in effecte. M' Bedyngfelde, knowyng thys to be the 
quenes M**"' plesure by yow reported, I shall w**^all my harte 
obeye to the same from hense furth, ande I wyll tell yow, 
sayde she, uppon what occasion yt was fyrst sayde afore me. 
After my comyng to the Tower in thys my troble, my ladye 
Grraye ® beeng there w*^ me, w^in a fewe dayes after chaunced 
to have an Englysh prymer in hir hande, whyche was set 
furth in the kyng my ffather his dayes,"^ and I axyd hyr what 
booke yt was, and she tolde me yt was that booke ; and then. 



<: Not Lady Jane Grey, who was executed before EUiabeth came to the 
Tower, but her attendant, Lady Anne Qrey, already mentioned. 

^ *' Li the year 1640 a committee of Bishops and Diyines was appointed by 
King Henry Yin. (at the petition of the Conyocation) to reform the ritiials 
and o£Blce8 of the church. And what was done by this committee for re- 
forming the offices, was reconsidered by the Conyocation itself two or three 
years afterwards, yiz., in February 1542-3, And in the next year the King 
and his Clergy ordered the prayers for processions and litanies to be put into 
English, and to be publicly used : and finally, in the year 1546, the King's 
Primer came forth, wherein were contained, amongst other things, the Lord's 
Prayer, Creed, Ten Commandments, Yenite, Te Deum, and other hymns and 
eoUects in English; and seyeral of them in the same yexsion in which we 
now use them."^TrAea%, p. 20, ed. 1846. 
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as she sayth, the same I. Graye at that tyme dydde saye unto 
fair these words : and y t plese yo' grace^ me thynke the suf- 
frags sette furth In thys booke were a goodelye prayer to be 
used afore yo' grace by yo' chapleyn, in the tyme of thys yo' 
adrersy tye ; to the whyche^ she sayethe, she then answered, 
I knowe the quenes Ma^^ doethe not use yt, and therefore 
unles.my Lorde chamb'leyne^ wyll assente to yt, yt shall not 
be used for me : my Ladye Ghraye should saye to that ageyne, 
she thowght my saide Lorde beinge moyyd therein wold not 
say naye to yt, by cause yt was used in the kynge yo' moste 
noble fiathers dayes. Whereuppon, she sayethe, she asked 
my saide Lorde the question, and upon hys assente at that 
tyme, hath used yt ev* synce. The next daye beinge Sun- 
daye, her chapleyne tellethe me that she hadde the same daye 
comaunded hym no more to saye the same letanie, in theys 
words: S' Wyllm, yow may no more saye the Suffirags in 
Englyshe. By force of yo^ highnes warrante menconed in 
the latte end of yo^ Ires, I have and shall cawse the Bepara- 
cons therein remembered to be done shortelye, w*^ god hys 
grace, in whoes moste blessyd Tuicion to be longe and many 
yerz o^ moste dreade and suffereyne Ladye, I beseche hym to 
Graunte to hys Infynite m'cie sake, firom yo' ma**** howse 
of Woodstocke, the xvj^ of October, the fyrst and seconde 
yere of the kinge and yo^® most prosperous Beigne. 



My Ires to the Counsell. 

After my humble dutye to yo' honors Remembered; Theys 
shall be even so to desyer the same, that the berer hereof, my 
brother Antony, maye Revive my sewte made for mony by 
my Ire berynge date the fourthe of thys psent monthe, ffo of 
Trothe synse that tyme I have bene dry ven to lende certeyne 

* Sir John Oage. 
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mony of my owne to the porest sorte of the vyttellers of 
Woodstocke, or else hadde not bene able to hare yyttellyd 
the quenes ma^ soldioures Thus longe. And therefore thys 
there manyfeste necessyte Enforsythe me to treble yow w^ 
often sewte for the same. 

M' Parry, thys greate ladies coferer^ dothe Intende to kepe 
hys awdyte here in Thys towne at the Inne where he lyethe^ 
& uppon that colour theys viij or x dayes laste paste divers 
of hyr s'yaunts hathe repayred to thys the Quenes highnes 
howse^ sekinge occasion to speke w^ their fellowes, whych 
beynge answered that theye myght not dooe^ depted Imediat- 
lye; and thereuppo I sent incontjrnentlye to the same M' 
Parry, declayrynge their repayer to his howse. And he an- 
swered him that wente of that message, that he hadd warnyd 
all hir gracs s'yaunts, not beinge appointed to wayte dayly, 
uppon there alegiaunce not to come eny nerer thys howse 
then hys lodginge, and was, as he saide, for hys owne pte 
sorye theye should sooe mysuse them selfes, pmysinge to 
dooe as muche as lyeth in hym that yt shall nooe more be 
sooe. I praye yo' L. lette me know yo' plesures how to use 
them yf the happen to make the lyke attempte. After thys 
second warnynge. 

M" Morton, the Quenes Ma^* woman, ys at this Tjrme 
very sycke, and not able to wayte : and M" Tomeyow only 
lefte. Homeby,' one of the Gromes of my ladis gracs prevy 
chamber, hath many tymes Requyred me to move yo' L. to 
graunt him lycense for a whyle to be absente, that he maye 



' " I lette passe the dangerous escape of Robert Homebyi serrant sometime 
and groome of the Chamber to Ladie Elizabeth, shee being then in trouble in 
Queene Maries daies : who being willed to come to masse, refused so to doe, 
and therefore comming afterward from Woodstocke to Hampton Court, was 
called before the Councell, and by them committed to the Marshalsey, and 
not unlike to have sustained further danger, had not the Lord's goodness 
better proyided for him, who at length by Doctor Martin was delivered. " — 
Foxe, m., 932. 
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seeke remedy for a diseas vf^^ he hathe^ as he fiajrthe: there be 
divers other matters w^^ be to longe w* their circumstaunces 
to expresse in thys letter^ and therefore I have made bold to 
putte them in articles delyveryd to my saide Brother^ to iin- 
derstonde yo' plesure by, as o' lorde almyghtye knowethe, to 
\7h0es most blessyd Tuition I commend yo' L. ffrom the 
Quenes ma^ howse of Woodstocke, the xx*^ daye of Octobre, 
the secunde and first yere of the kinge and quenes ma^^ pspe- 
rowes Beighne. 



My humble dewtye imto yo^ honorable lordshypps Itemem- 
bryd : theys shall be to adyetyse the same^ that thys presente 
xzj^ of October, my ladye Elizabethes grace commaunded 
me to ppare things necessarye for hyr to wryte w* unto yo* 
lordshypps ; whereupon I toke occasion to declare unto hir 
grace, that the Ezpresse words of yo^ honorable Ires, datyd 
at Hampton courte the xv of Septembre, didde not beare that 
the quenes M^^® was pleassyd that hyr grace upon eny occasion 
from tyme to tyme movynge, and as often as yt pleasyd hyr, 
myght wryte unto yow. And therefore I prayed hyr grace 
to staye hyr determinacon therein, imtyll I myght singnyfye 
thys my doubte unto yo' 1., and Receyve yo' full and playne 
determinacos therein for my dyscharge : whych my sayde 
sowte she toke in so yll pte, that hyr grace of dysplesure 
therein didde utter me w* mo words of reproche of thys my 
e'vice abowghte hyr by the Quenes hygnes commaundement, 
then ever I hard hyr speke afore: to longe to wryte. At 
after none hyr grace sente for me by M" Tomeyow ageyne, 
and then in a more quieter sorte requyred me to wryte unto 
yo' honors, and thereby to desyer the same to be meanes for 
hir unto the Quenes hyghnes to graunte that Docto' wendye, 
Owyn, and Huike, or two of them, may be lycencyd w* con- 
venient spede to repayer hyther, for to mynister unto hir 
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physyke, brynginge of their owne chose oon ezparte Surgion 
to let hir gracs blode, yf the saide doctors or twoe of them 
shall thinke yt so good, uppon the yewe of hyr sewte at 
their comynge ; to whych thre psons, or two of them^ hyr 
grace sayethe she wyll comytte all the pvities of hir bodye, 
or else to no cretures alyye, w^oute the Quenes hyghnes es- 
peciall commaundement to the contrarye, w^^ she trustethe 
hyr Ma**® wyll not dooe. Hyr grace desyerethe that thys 
hyr sewte maye have spede answer, whereby she maye inioye 
thys tyme of the yere apte for thys purpose afibresaide, moste 
hartely desyerynge yo' honours to Ketume w^ the same yo' 
absolute opynyons to the fjrrste matter ; whych shall be done 
accordyngly, w* o' lords leave and helpe to imderstond yo^ 
plesures and commaundements aryght; whych this greate 
ladye sayethe may have good meanynge in me, butte yt lak- 
ethe knowlege, experience, and all other accidents in such a 
s'vice requysytte^ whych I must neads confesse : the helpe 
only hereof restyth in god, & the quenes ma^', w* yo' hono- 
rable advysys. ffirom whence to receyve the dyscharge of 
thys my sVice, w*owte offence to the Quenes ma*^ or yow, 
my good L., were the Joyfulleste tydyngs that ever came to 
me, as o' L. almyghty knowethe, to whome all secrets be 
hydden. And so leave to trouble yo' honors w* thys Bewde 
wrytynge, fErom the Quenes ma*^^' howse of Woodstocke, the 
xxj^ daye of Octobre abovesayed. 



Mabyb the qxjeke. By the Qubnb. 

Trustye and right wellbeloved, we grete yow well, and lette 
yow wete wee have sene yo' letters addressyd to o' counsayll 
the xxij*** of thys monethe, by the whych wee dooe well un- 
derstond thaunswere made by yow to the ladye Elizabethe^ 
consemynge hir sendinge unto o' counseyll, w*^^ yo' answere 
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we take in good pte^ and are well pleasyd w^ the same. And 
if there be eny especiall matter such as may seme requesyte 
to be brought to o' knowlege, she may use for declaracon 
thereof unto us any one of o*" tooe physitions whome we dooe 
psentlye send unto hir w^ a surgion, accordynge to her desyer 
signified to o' counseyll by yo' saide Ires. Geven under o' 
Signet at o' FaUace of Westmester, the xxv*^ of Octob', the 
firste and seconde yere of o' Reighne. 



My letters to the Counseyll. 

Fleasjrthe y t yo' honorable lordeshypps to understonde that, 
the xviij*** [xxviij***] of Octobre laste paste, I rec* the queues 
most gracious Ires, dated at hir pallace of westm' the zxy^ 
of the same monethe, dd unto my hands by docto^ Owen & 
Wendye, w^ together w*** hyr highnes said Ires were sent 
h^rther w^ a Surgion, and came to this hir highnes howse 
uppon sundaye nyght the daye abovesaide ; w^^ ij gent, ac- 
cordynge to the warraunte in the Queues ma^^' Ire conteyned, 
I browghte to the psence of the L. Elyzabethes grace that 
night; that done, deptid. And as I pceyved by the nezte 
daye yt was agreed by them that she should be letten blowde 
accordyng to hir late desyer by my poore Ires, w^^ by hir owne 
conunaundement after warde I saw done by the bledynge of 
hir arme. And at the aftemone I was called so sone, I saw hir 
foote stryken & bleade ; since w^^ tyme, thanks be to god, as 
far as I see or here, she doethe resonablye well, as that case 
requierethe. And as to the reste of the matter in the queues 
ma^' said Ires remembryd, I dooe not doubte I shall be suf- 
ficiently dyscharged by the reporte of hir highnes saide phe- 
sitions, w^^ ys agreable to hir moste noble plesure therein 
conteinid. And now, my 1., onles yt plesethe yow to take 
order that my Brother Anthonye may rec mony w^in theis 
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X dayes now next folowinge for the payment of the Quenz 
Boldiours here, W^^ be owynge for nyne weks w*in fower dayes^ 
then shall I be in daunger of a late bond w^^ I have entered 
uppon the rec of ij c powndes, imployed here to thuse afore- 
saide, and to be repayed a London w4n tenne dayes now 
nexte comynge, w**^ I have enterprysyd to dooe for to be 
advoyded of the daylye exclaymynge of the poore vittellers 
in Woodstocke, & for the better execution of the Quenz ma^" 
sVice. Most humblye besechynge yo' L. the rather to tender 
thys my sewte. Even so commyttinge yow all to o*^ lord al- 
myghtye hys moste blessyd Tuicion. 



After my humble dewty to yo' honorable lordshypps re- 
memberyd: these shall be to advertyes the same, that my ladye 
Elyzabethe, at dirers tymes since the Queues ma^^ phessy- 
sions were here w^ her, hathe requyred & commaunded me 
to wryte unto yo' 1., and oon hyr behalfe, to desyer the same 
to be meanes unto the Queues Ma^^ that she may knowe hyr 
highnes plesure & answere to the late sewte, whych she was 
lycensyd to declare unto the same phesytios by hyr owne 
mowthe, by them to be repeatyd unto hyr ma*",» w* thys 
ffurther, that yf hyr hyghnes wyll not of hyr gracious grante 
the same, nor yet that she shall be no otherwyse enlarged 
then she now ys, that then yo' honors wold move that she 
myght be apointed a place nearer to london or hyr owne 



f It was not on the 8th of June, as Foxe and others relate, but on the 29th 
of October, according to this account, that the physicians attended Elisabeth. 
They made a ** good report to the Queene and the Councell of her Grace's 
behayiour and liumblenesse toward the Queenes highnesse. Which her 
Maiestie hearing, took irery thankfully: but the Bishops thereat repined, 
looked black in the mouth, and told the Queene, they maryelled that shee 
submitted not her selfe to her Maiesties mercy, considering that she had 
offended her highnes."— JPoare, HI., 949. 
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howsys^ to remayne at durynge the Quenes plesure^ w^^, she 
sayethe^ yf yt shall not be thowght good to be graimted in 
respect of hir pson or chargys^ yette that yt may contente 
yow to dooe yt apon pytty of the poore menne whych are 
daylye sore travyled w* extreme longe iomeys thys wynter 
wether and dayes^ in makinge the caryage of pyysion to sVe 
here; whych also^ yf greate weete once ffowle as in thys 
tyme of the yere yt ys accostomed for the moste pte to dooe, 
then shall nooe carts be able to come for waters, from whence 
she hathe hyr saide pvysion to be browght, w*** hyr grace 
desyerethe yo' L. in the waye of charyte to consyder. And 
I, my Ii.y most hartely beseeche yo' lordshypps to dispatche 
my brother Antony w^ mony for the Quenes ma^' soldioures, 
whych from the Quene ar owynge at thys present daye, for a 
eleven weeks, whych for o' lords love I pray yow geve psent 
order for, as well for the savynge of my poore credyte I ad- 
vertysed yo' 1. of in my laste Ires, as for the release of my 
poore countrymenne. Even so takinge my leave of yow, 
firom the Quenes Ma*^ howse of woodstocke, the xix*^ of 
Novembre, A® B' et JLegine pmo et secundo. 



Mart the Quene. By the Quene. 

Trustye and well belovyd, we gret yow well. And foras- 
rauche as we have resolved to have the lady Elyzabethe to 
repayer nerer unto ns, we dooe therefore praye & require 
yow to declare unto hir that o' plesure is, she shall come to 
us to hampton courte in yo' companye, w^ as much spede as 
yow can have things in order for that purpose ; wherein yow 
shall not nede to make any delay for callynge of any other 
nombers then these, whyche be yo' selfe and be now there 
attendannte upp5 hir. And of the tyme of yo' setting for- 
wards from thense, and by what daye yow shall thinke yow 

[vol. IV.] Q 
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may be there, we require yow to advertyse us by yo' Ires 
w^ spede. Geven under o' signit, at o' honno* of Hampton 
courte, the xvij*^ of Apryll, the firate and ij*** yerz of o' 
reighne. ^ 

^ It will be seen that there is a space of fiTe months between the date of 
this letter and the preceding one. In the meantime Elizabeth was allowed 
(through the intercession of Philip, it is said) to spend the Christmas with 
the Queen at Hampton Court. An account of her entertainment there will 
be found in Aikin's Court of SUzaboth, I., 187-8 ; but the supposition there 
made that **she yisited the court (from Woodstock) occasionally, perhaps 
frequently," is not borne out by the present documents. She must have 
returned to Woodstock, after this short liberation, from whence she was 
finally remored by yirtue of the above letter of Mary, dated AprU 17, 1^^* 
The particulars given by Foxe of her removal evidently refer to this time, 
as he mentions that Bedingfield was then discharged of his attendance on 
her. She travelled first to Bicot ; the next night " to M' Dormer's, and so 
to Colbroke, where shee lay all that night at the George," and where she 
was met by threescore of her gentlemen and yeomen ; who, however, were 
ordered to depart. The next day she entered Hampton Court. A fortnight 
afterwards, the Lords of the Cotmcil having assembled, endeavoured to make 
her confess herself an ofiiender, which she refused to do, saying she would 
rather lie in prison all the days of her life. After another -week, the Queen, 
whom (as Foxe says, by some mistake) she had not seen for two yean, sent 
for her at ten o'clock at night ; and the interview was not unfavourable to 
her. On that day week Sir Henry Bedingfield was discharged, and Eliu^ 
beth committed to the custody of Sir Thomas Pope; and a few months 
afterwards took up her residence permanently at Hatfield in Hertfordshire. 
The death of Mary occurring Nov. 17, 1668, Klizabeth was immediately 
proclaimed Queen: ** exalted and erected out of thrall to libertie, out of 
danger to peace and quietnesse, from dread to dignitie, from miserie to ma- 
iestie, from mourning to ruling ; briefiy, of a prisoner made a princesse, and 
placed in her throne Royall, proclaimed now Queene, with as manie glad 
hearts of her subiects, as ever was anie King or Queene in this reahne before 
her, or ever shall bee (I dare say) hereafter." — Foxe, IH., 960-2. 



ErraHtm, — Page 136, line 8, /or **hi8 predecessor as Constable," rMuf 
*' Lieutenant." 
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Alterdele, 205 

Axnbasaador, French, EUsabeUi*! secret 

letters found in his packet, 182, 186 
Aimonr for Sir Henrj Bedingfield's sol- 

diers, 144 
Arundel, Earl of, 166, 167, 179, 196 
Aston, 151 

Barnes, Dr., 181, 191 

Bath, Barl of, his house in Holbom, 207 

Bedford, Barl of, 210 

Bedingfield, Anthony, 141, 143, 199, 201, 
205, 219, 223, 225 

Bedingfield, Edmund, 170, 173, 177, 183, 
198, 204, 209, 210, 212 

Bedingfield, Humphry, 159, 171 

Bedingfield, Humphry, a kinsman, 187 

Bedingfield, Lady, wife of Sir Henry, 197 

Bedingfield, Mr., 144 

Bedingfield, Sir Henry, his life and cha- 
racter, 134 — 37 ; ordered by the Queen 
to muster 100 men, to serve in the 
Tower of London, 140 ; warrant for 
£800 for them, 144; his letters reciting 
the Lady Elisabeth's journey from the 
Tower to Woodstock, 146 ; his diffi- 
culty in obserring the same orders at 
Woodstock as at the Tower, 148 ; the 
Queen's orders to him at Woodstock, 
157 ; he is to look to the state of the 
country there, 158 ; examines John 
Fortescne, 173; whose Latin phrases 
pass his Norfolk understanding, 173 ; 
bis report to Elisabeth of the Queen's 
letters, 185 ; and of the Council's an- 
swer with respect to the attendance of 
physicians, 190; refuses to write to the 



Council at Elisabeth's dictation, 192 ; 
the Council permits him to do so, 196 ; 
the Queen's letter allowing him to be 
absent for the day wheneTer he chose, 
and leave to hunt in the park, and for 
his wife to visit him, 197 ; asks for 
supplies of money, 199, 201, 204, 215, 
219, 224, 225 ; his letter to the Bishop 
of Ely, asking for his discharge, and 
for a house in London, 206; lends mo- 
ney to the victuallers of Woodstock to 
supply the soldiers, 220; his anxiety 
to be discharged of his office, 222 ; or- 
dered to bring Elizabeth to Hampton 
Court, 225 ; his discharge, 226 {poU) 

Bells rung at Aston, and ringers impri- 
soned, 151 

Bible, Elizabeth asks for an English one, 
172, 175 ; allowed to have one, 178 

Black Friars, the Bishop of Ely's house 
there, 207 

Block, 200 

Bonner, Bishop of London, 216 

Books, Latin, 172 

Bourne, Mr. Secretary, 171, 172, 181, 
188, 196, 210 

Bradbelt, Dorothy, not allowed to attend 
on Elizabeth, 169 

Broughton, Mrs., 165 

Broune, Sir John, 147, 162, 164, 193 

Brydges, John, a servant, accused, 198 ; 
ordered to be imprisoned, 200, 201 

Bucks, two to be served weekly for Eliz- 
abeth's household, 188 

Bycester, 174 

Byrcheall, 200 

q2 
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Carew, Sir Peter, 184 

Causeway between St. James's and Cha- 
ring Cross, 206 

Chamberlayne, Lady, wife of Sir Leo- 
nard, 199 

Chamberlayne, Sir Leonard, 154, 193, 
199, 200 ; his presence at Woodstock 
necessary, 199 

Chandos, Lord, 141 

Chaplains to Elizabeth, 208 fnotej 

Cheyney, Sir Thomas, 181, 188 

Clarkenwell, 170 

Cloth of Estate, not allowed to be hung 
up for Elizabeth, 163 

Coldharbour, 143 

Compas to set the pen in ; an expression 
thought suspicious, 169, 173 

Cooke, Christopher, a very protestant, 
150 

Comwallys, gentleman usher, 163; ill, 
177 ; 179, 184, 188, 189, 190, 195, 199 

Council, letters of the, 155, 163, 167, 168, 
174, 178, 180, 187, 195, 200, 204, 207, 
209 

Coventry, players at, accused, 202, 205 

Cranmer, Archbishop, his remaining at 
Oxford thought hurtful, 194, 196 

Crudge, William, serrant to the Duke of 
Suffolk, suspected, 194 

Derby, Edward, Earl of, 167, 188 
Dormer, Jane, 150, 151 
Dormer, Lady, 150, 151 
Dormer, Mr., of Thame, 150 
Dormer, Sir William, 150, 151, 161 

Edmonde, or Edmonds, son-in-law to 
Lord Williams, 152; brings presents, 
177 

Elizabeth, the Lady, cause of her arrest, 
137; conveyed to the Tower, 140 {note) ; 
the Lord Chamberlain's orders about 
her when at the Tower, 141 ; inquiries 
and answers of the Privy Council as to 
the same, 141 — 4; her journey from 
the Tower to Woodstock, 146 ; offer of 
marriage with the Prince of Savoy, 
147 {note) ; weary in the litter, 148; at 
Eton and Wickham, 149; cakes and 
wafers thrown into her litter, 149 ; 
stays at Sir Wm. Dormer's at West 
Wickham, 150; his entertainment of 



her, 150 ; the bells being nmg at Aston, 
the ringers are imprisoned, 161; stays 
at Lord Williams's at Ricot, 151 ; well 
entertained there, 152; passes through 
Whatleye, Stanton, Islyppe, and Gos- 
wurth, to Woodstock, 153 ; only four 
chambers for her there, and but three 
doors in the whole house able to be 
locked and barred, 154 ; the cause of her 
removal to Woodstock for her greater 
quiet and comfort, 158 ; the Queen's or- 
ders to treat her honourably, 158; not to 
have conference with any suspected per- 
son, nor to receive or send any message 
or token, 169, 164 ; claims a promise of 
leave to walk in the whole park, 161, 
164 ; desires to have John Fictones to 
teach her languages, 161, 164 ; her skill 
in languages, 161 {note); sends for books, 
161 ; the cloth of estate not allowed to 
be hung up for her, 163 ; in danger of 
fire, 163; is allowed to have books, 164; 
her attendant Elizabeth Sandes, a persoa 
of evil opinion, ordered to be removed, 
166 ; the Council displeased at books be- 
ing sent her privately, but allow her to 
have any honest and sufferable book she 
may ask for, 169 ; her grief at Sandes's 
removal, 170, 176 ; asks for an English 
Bible, 172; BedingAeld's answer, 175; 
troubled with swelling in her face, 174; 
asks Bedingfield to obtain leave for her 
from the Coimdl to write to the Queen, 
176 ; allowed to have an English Bible, 
and to write to the Queen, 178, 179 ; al- 
lowed to have a physician from Oxford, 
the Queen's physicians not being able to 
attend her, 181 ; the Queen's answer to 
her letter, and the reasons for suspecting 
her traitorous, 182; her letter to the 
French King, 182 {note) ; the Queen 
will not be molested with any more col- 
ourable letters, 183; desires to see the 
Queen's physicians, 183 — 4; her objec- 
tions to the answer of the Council, 190 ; 
hears the Queen's refusal to be molested 
by her letters, 192; asks Bedingfield to 
write, at her dictation, to the Council, 
192 ; her grief at his objecting, dedarisg 
herself worse treated than the prisoners 
in the Tower or Newgate, 192—3; her 
expression of despair, 193 ; the Council's 



SS9 



permission for Bedingfield to write at 
her dictation, 196; her luit, 203; the 
letter sent, 202 ; desires to be tried on 
some special charge, or to be allowed 
to go to the Queen, 203 ; reminds the 
Council of her fieither's will, 203; if 
neither request granted, asks that one 
of the Lords may be sent to receiye 
her suit at her mouth, 203 — 4 ; asks to 
send a servant of her own with the 
message, 205 ; her declaration of inno- 
cence before receiving the Sacrament, 
208; complains of Bedingfleld's scru- 
pulousness, 208 ; allowed to send her 
own servant with letters enclosed in 
Bedingfield's, 209; writes a letter to 
be sent by Yemeye, 211; she \a ob- 
served not to use the prayer for King 
Philip after the Priest in the Litany, 
214 ; consents to have the Litany said 
in Latin before her, and explains how 
it came to be said in English, 218 ; not 
allowed by Bedingfield to write again ; 
her anger, 221 ; desires physicians and 
a surg^n to be sent for, 221 ; she is 
bled, 223; the physicians' report of 
her, 224 {note) ; repeats her request to 
be moved nearer to London, 224 ; goes 
to Hampton Court, 226 {note) ; returns 
to Woodstock, 226 (fioie) ; is sent for 
to Hampton Court, 225 

Ely, Thirlby, Bishop of, 181, 188, 196, 
201, 204, 210 ; letter to, 206 

Envilde (Enfield), 184 



Fortescne, John, son-in-law to Parry; 
required to be sent from Oxford, 171 ; 
172, 173, 174, 176; examined by Bed- 
ingfield and Thomew, 173 ; his diffuse 
Latin phrases, 173 



Gage, Sir John, 145, 166, 170, 175, 179, 
181, 201, 207, 210 

Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, 156, 
167, 170, 181, 188, 196, 201, 204, 210 

Goswurth (Gosford), 153 

Oraye, Lady Anne, 161, 179, 207; recom- 
mends the English Litany to Elizar 
beth, 218 

Qresse, 188 



Hampden, clerk of the kitchen, 180 

Hare, Sir Nicholas, 145 

Harecourte, Sir John, 162 

Harryse, Laurence, accused, 162; bailed, 
and his confession returned, 164 

Hastings, Sir Edward, 156, 167, 188, 196 

Hewes, Dr., 180, 190 

Heywoode, accused with players at Cov- 
entry, 205 

Holbom, the Earl of Bath's house there, 
207 

Homeby, Robert, groom of the cham- 
ber, 220 

Huddleston, Sir John, 156 

Huycke, Dr., 183, 191, 221 

Hyll, a servant, 188, 189, 195, 198 

Hyll, John, ordered to be examined and 
punished, 165, 174 

Islyppe, 153 ; custom there, 153 
Jemegan, Sir Henry, 166, 175, 179, 188, 

207 
Jersey and Guernsey, 199 

Knevett, Sir Thomas, 155 {note) 

Latimer, Bishop, his remaining at Ox- 
ford thought hurtful, 195, 196 

Litany, see ** Suffrage " 

London, Bishop of, his book containing 
the spiritual order of his diocese, 216 

Marbery^ 160 

Marbery, Elizabeth, 160, 164, 167, 169; 
170, 176 

Mary, Queen, her orders to Sir Henry 
Bedingfield for the custody of the Lady 
Elisabeth, 157 ; her approaching mar- 
riage, 179; allows Elisabeth to write 
to her, 179 ; her answer to Elizabeth's 
letter, and her reasons for suspecting 
her loyalty, 182; refuses to receive any 
more letters, 183; orders the Litany to 
be said in Latin, 214; promises consid- 
eration of Elizabeth's case, 217 ; sends 
for Elizabeth to Hampton Court, 225 

Mary, Queen, letters of, 140, 157, 166, 
182, 197, 214, 217, 222, 225 

Mary, Queen, warrant of, 179 

Mason, Sir John, 170 

Money : £380 employed by Sir H. Bed- 
ingfield, 201 ; £150, 209 
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Mordaunt, Lord, 200 
Morton, Margaret, 165, 210, 211, 214; 
m,220 

Nayas, Marquis de las, 175 

NoaiUes, M. de, 182 {note) 

Norreys, Mr., 149 

Norwich and Ely, Thirlby, Bishop of, 

145, 156, 167, 170, 181, 188, 196, 201, 

204, 206, 210 
Norwyche, Elizabeth, not allowed to at^ 

tend on Elisabeth, 169 
Noryce, John, gentleman usher, 147 

Orders, to be obserred about the Lady 
Elizabeth: in the Tower, 141—3; at 
Woodstock, 155 

Otelonde, 175 

Owen, Br. George, 165, 181, 183; his let- 
ter prescribing for Elisabeth, 186; 221; 
comes to bleed Elizabeth, 223 

Oxford, Chancellor of, 170 

Oxfordshire men, the Queen's hope of 
them, 148 

Paget, William, Lord, 157, 167, 181, 188 

Parry, Thomas, cofferer to Elizabeth, 
155, 161, 170, 171 ; suspected of secret 
communication with her, 177 ; 178, 179, 
184 ; report and directions to him, 187 ; 
the number of servants suspiciously 
resorting to him, 194, 196 ; 200, 220 

Pembroke, Earl of, 179, 181, 188 

Petre, Sir WilUam, 140, 145, 156, 167, 
170, 175, 179, 181, 188, 196, 210 

Philip, Prince of Spain, 175 

Fictones, John, a teacher of languages 
to Elizabeth, 161, 164 

Pigotte, Francis, 162 

Pillory, Henry Squire set in the, 174 

Players at Coventry accused, 202, 205 

Powell, Justice, 148 

Poyntz, Mrs., 165 

Presents brought to Elizabeth, 177 

Primer, King Henry the Eighth's, 216 

Rain, a great, 174 

Eaynsford, Sir WilUam, 162, 164, 171, 

193, 196, 202, 212 
Richmond, 147 
Ridley, Bishop, his remaining at Oxford 

thought hurtful, 195, 196 



Risborough, Princes, 162 

Robyna, 20O 

Rochester, Sir Robert, 145, 166, 167, 170, 
175, 179, 181, 188 

Rome, authority of the Bishop of, 147 

Rome, words touching the Bi^op of, 213 

Ross, Andrew, examined touching pro- 
phesying, 200 

Russell, Lord, a protestant, 150 

Sackford, Henry, a servant, 198 

Sandes, Elizabeth, 160, 164; a person of 
an evil opinion, 166 ; 167, 169; sent to 
Bondon, 170, 176 

Sedition, alluded to, 201, 205 

Servants of Elizabeth unwilling to at- 
tend divine service, 216 

Shandoes, see ** Chandos " 

Smyth, Charles, groom of the pantry, 
put in ward for absence without leave, 
162 ; admonished, 165 

Smyth, Mr., admitted to speak with Eliz- 
abeth, 167 

Smyth, Richard, 179, 184, 195, 199 

Squire, or Esquire, Henry, accused and 
sent to the Council, 162; sent back, 
164; put in the pillory in a great rain, 
174 

Stanton St. John, 153 

State of the country as to religion, be- 
tween London and Oxford, 148; at 
Wobum, 150; about Woodstock, 193, 
200,205 

Suffrage and Litany said in English by 
Elizabeth's chaplain, 213; ordered to 
be said in Latin, 214, 218 

Sussex, Earl of, 156 

Taylebush, I«ady, wife to Sir P. Carew, 

184 
Thirlby, Bishop of Norwich and Ely, 

145, 156, 167, 170, 181, 188, 196, 201, 

204, 206, 210 
Thomew, or Tomew, Mrs., ordered to 

attend the Queen's marriage, 179; 206, 

211,220 
Thomew, or Tomio, Mr., 155, 163, 165, 

171, 173, 177, 178, 180, 188, 189, 191 

Vemeye, Francis, suspected, 177 ; 187, 
194, 196, 199, 202; carries Elizabeth's 
letter, 211, 212, 215, 217 
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Walbec, or Welbec, a physician, 181, 191 
Waldegrave, Sir Edward, 167, 167 
Warde, Mr., 149 
Warrant of the Cotincil for the furniture 

of a hundred men, 144 
Warrant of the Queen, 179 
Wendje, Mr., 181, 221 ; bleeds EUza- 

beth, 223 
Wharton, Thomas, Lord, 157, 175, 188, 

196 
Whatleje (Wheatlej), 153 
Wickham Market, 150 
Wickham, West, 149, 151 
Williams, Lady, 151, 153 
Williams, Lord, 148, 151, 152, 153, 154, 

177, 212 



Winchester, Gardiner, Bishop of, 156, 
167, 170, 181, 188, 196, 201, 204, 210 

Winchester, Marquis of, 145, 156, 167 

Windsor, 146, 147, 149 

Wobum, 150 

Woodstock, 146, 152, 153, 177, 189, 194, 
197 ; Elizabeth's journey to, 146 ; sign 
of the Bull at, 194, 196 ; Mayor of, 200; 
repairs necessary, 202; inconvenient 
in winter, 225 

Wright, George, 162 

Wynter, 184 

Young, Dr., 170 
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FOUND AT CAISTER, NEAR NORWICH. 

COKMUmCATBD 

BY ROBERT FITCH, ESQ.. F.O.S. 



A FEW months since, a labourer, drilling barley in a piece 
of glebe land of the Rev. John Arthy, in the occupation of 
Mr. Williams, of Caister, near the rectory, found the small 
bronze bust figured in the first engraving. The field in which 
the discovery was made is at some distance from the Camp, 
and on the opposite side of the road leading to Norwich, 
and hitherto has been chiefly noted for the large number of 
oyster-shells turned up by the plough. 

An eminent antiquary (Mr. Akerman) is of opinion that 
this laurel-crowned head represents Geta, from the resem- 
blance it bears to the head on coins of that emperor. Blome- 
field's list of coins found at Caister includes one of Geta. 

The purpose to which this bust was applied is not very 
apparent: the stump of a pin, by which it was fastened to 
a flat surface, appears at the back. To whatever object it 
was fixed, it would seem to have been raised above the rim 
or edge, the back of the head being finished as carefully as 
the front. A series of busts, extremely like this, are fixed 
to a large bronze instrument, or forceps, found in the bed 
of the Thames in 1840, and engraved in the SOth volume 
of the ArchcBologia, p. 548. Somewhat similar ornaments 
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appear on the rims and handles of vases and patera; figured 
in Ma/ntfaucon^ JRecueil d^AnHquitis^ &c. 

Not far from the field in which the bronze was discovered, 
and on land of Mrs. Dashwood^ occupied by Mr. Spurrell, 
the fine terra cotta fragment, figured in the second engraving, 
was found, under similar circumstances, a few years ago. Few 
persons can fail to be impressed with the sweetness and dig- 
nity of this beautiful work of art, notwithstanding the mutila- 
tions it has suffered. A noble head and neck, full of life and 
animation, with a portion of the drapery of the figure and 
the end of a bow, are all that remain of this undoubted and 
admirable specimen of Roman art. It has been recognized 
by antiquaries as Diana. 

These antiquities, now in the cabinet of Mr. Fitch, were 
found, it will be observed, at a distance from the Camp, the 
large area of which has not within memory produced any- 
thing antique, except a few coins.* This has been the case 
with other camps, where large excavations have been made. 
Mr. Koach Smith regretted the paucity of minor works of 
art produced in his late excavations at Lyme ; Mr. Lower ex- 
pressed himself surprised at a similar deficiency at Pevensey ; 
at Burgh Castle a few trifling coins and fragments of rude 
urns were alone met with ; from Brancaster, Mr. Lee Warner 
only obtained a few objects of little value. 

Under the heat of a summer's sun, the vegetation within 
the area of the Camp at Caister indicates the presence of 
considerable foundations a little beneath the surface : an ex- 
amination of these would probably lead to interesting results, 
and are well worthy the attention of the Society. If per- 
mission could be obtained to excavate, sure we are that the 
necessary funds would be most readily raised. 

* Since the aboTe was written, a small bronze fibula has also been found 
(August 20, 1863), in a field on the South side of the Camp. It is of the 
common type of Roman fibulie, and, excepting the top of the acus, is quite 
perfect. It will be preserved in the cabinet of Mr. Fitch. 
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Mr. Goddard Johnson has kindly furnished us with the 
following account of Coins found at Caister : — 

The Roman Coins found at Caister, near Norwich, consist 
more commonly of Small Brass, many of which, as well as 
those of the larger size, are in so corroded a state as to be 
quite illegible, both as regards their type and legend. A few 
Large and Middle Brass are occasionally picked up, as well 
as some Silver, and, very rarely, those of the more precious 
metal, of only one of which I have any account. It is now 
in the possession of the Rev. James Lee Warner, of Wal- 
singham, and is engraved in the Norwich Volume of the 
Archaeological Institute. 

The following is a List of such Coins, found at Caister, as 
have come under my notice, that are at all legible. First, the 
Gold Coin above-mentioned : — 

IMP. KEBO. CABSA1L. ATO. ReVCfU .' PONTIP. MAX. T&. P. YII. COS. IIII. P. P. /» 

the field: EX— 8C. A figure of Rome, standing with its left foot on 
a bust, holding in its hands a circular shield haying circular marks 
thereon. 

COINS OF SILVER. 

1. IMP. CABS. DOMIT. AYO. OEBM. PM. TB. P. XI. Reverte .' IMP. XXI. COB.XTI. 
CBNS. P. P. 

2. IMP. T&AiANo. Avo. osRM. DAG. P. M. TR. P. Hevene : COS. V. PP. s. P. a. 

K. OPTIMO. -PBISQ, 

3. IMP. CABS. NBB. TBAIAKO. OPTIMO. AYO. OEBM. DAC. Reverte : PABTHIOO. 

P. M. TB. P. OOS. YI. P. P. S. P. Q. B. 

4. IMP. CABBAB. TBAIAN. HADBIAWY8. AYO. Beverte : PM. TB. P. COS. III. 

Rome seated, holding a Victory. 

5. IMP. CAES. TBAIAN. HADBIANYS. AYO. Eevette : P. M. TB. P. 008. IH. A 

galley with sails expanded. Very rare. 

6. IMP. CAES. T. ABL. HADE. AMTOKINYS. AYO. PIYB, P. p. Reverte : TB. POT. 

XY. OOS. lui. In the exergue : pibtas. 

This type, in silver, is not noticed by Occo or Akerman. Occo 
mentions it in gold, but does not notice the fawn on its hinder legs 
licking the hand of the figure, which holds a patera in its right hand, 
OYer an altar with fruit thereon. 

7. amtoninyb. AYO. piYS. P. P. Beverte : tb. pot. cos. ii. Two right hands 

joined, holding a caducous and two ears of com united therewith. 

8. AMTONINY. AYO. PIYS. P. P. Eevene : t. b. pot. cos. iiii. In the ex- 

ergue: lib. iiii. Figure, standing, holds a teasara in its right hand, 
and a cornucopia in its left. 
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9. SEYBKUB. PIYB. AYO. ReVWte : FELICITA8. AYOO. 

10. lUUA. ATOY8TA. Beverte : ybnus. felix. 

Julia SeYenis, Domna, and Pia : ahe has the three titles. 

11. M. AYB. AMTONINY8. Auo. Head to zight hand. Beverse: sxcybitab. 

FBBPBTUA. B. c. Pallas armed with spear in left hand, shield in right. 
Caraeaila, 

12. IXP. AKTONINY. PIYS. AYO. lUvette : p. M. TB. P. IIU. COB. III. P. P. 

Bla^aJbaiut, 

13. IUI.IA. MABSA. ATO. Rsvertt : BABCriJ. FELICITAB. 

14. IMP. C. M. AYR. BEY. ALBXAMD. AYO. Rtverte : P. M. TR. P. U. COS. P. P. 

15. IMP. C. P. LICIN. OALLIBNYS. P. P. AYO. YI. RettTM : FBUCITAB. AUO. YI. 

16. SALONIKA. AYO. RneriB : iyno. bboina. 

17. DN. YALBHTIANYB. p. F. AYO. BtV9ne: &BSTITYTOB. BEIP. ExerffUB: COHB. 

Very rare. 

LARGE BRASS. 

1. IMP. CAE8. MSB. TBAIAMO. OPTIMO. OBB. DAC. PM. T&. P. COB. Y. P. P. Ae- 

veru : bbx. pabthis. datyb. In the exergue : s. c. 

2. imp. cabbab. tbaiak. hadbiamyb. AYO. Reverse : p. m. tb. p. cos. hi. 

3. KADBIAMYB. AYO. COB. II. Reverse : bpbs. . . . pb. In thejSeld: s. c. 

4. AMTOMINYS. AYO. PIYB. P. P. TB. P. COB. III. In the exerguB : bbitamnia. 

In the field : 8. c. 

5. AY&BLiYB. CAESAR. AYO. P. II. COS. Reverse: pistab. atto. With the 

Sacrificial InBtruments, — the pnefericulum, simpulum, aspergillum, 
dolabram, and lituus. 

6. imp. cabb. m. aybbl. axtoninyb. AYO. p. M. Reverse: oonoord. ayoybtob. 

TB. p. XYi. Exergue : cob. in. Aurelius and YeruB joining hands. 

7. IMP. c. POBTYMYB. P. F. AYO. Laureated head. Reverse : labtitia. In the 

exergue : ayo. A galley with four rowers. 

8. rMP. POBTYMYB. P. F. AYO. Reverse : feucitab. ayo. A trophy with two 

captiYes at the foot. 

Very similar to those figured in Pembroke, p. 3, t. 89 ; Cooke, PI. 
III., No. 13 ; and Haym, Vol. I. p. 282 : but the legend in all the 
above works reads . . . mancub. max., and this imperfectly. 

9. IMP. DIOCLETIAITYS. P. P. AYO. ReversS : SACRA. MON. YRB. BT. CAEB8. V. N. 

In the exergue : r. t. In the field: b — p. 
10. ooysTAMTiYB. NOB. CABB. Reverse : sacra, mon. ybb. ayoo. et. caebb. n. n. 
In the exergue : R. T. 

SECOND BRASS. 
1. IMP. CABS. YBBPASiAN. AYO. COS. III. Reverse: bbcyritab. ayoybti. 

2. DOMIT. CABB. IMP. PON. T. R. P. COB. II. CBN8. Reverse : PAX. AYOYST. In 

the field: s. c. 

3. IMP. CAEB. NEBYA. TRAIANO. OBR. DAC. PM. TR. P. COB. YI. P. P. Reverse : 

B. p. Q. R. OPTIMO. PRDTCIPI. In the exergue : alim. ital. 
4. DiYA. ayoybta. Reverse : abtbrnitab. 
(». IMP. maximinyb. p. f. AYO. Reverse : ioyi. conbbbyatobi. In the field : 

o. H. Exergue: bib. 
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THIRD OB SliALL BRASS. 

1. IMP. C. FIAT. VICTOBINTS. P. P. AYO. Reverse : FIDBB. MILtTUM. 

2. PiTBT. TSTBICU8. P. P. ATO. Il89ers0 : PAX. AYO. The elder Tetricus. 

3. PiYBSY. TBTBiCYB. CABS. lUverse: 8PB8. . • AYOO. The joungcr Tetricus. 

4. DiYo. cLAUDio. Rsverse : oomsecbatio. An eagle : head to the left. 
6. IMP. pboby. p. p. AYO. lUvertB : salys. ayo. Exergus : x. xi. 

6. IMP. c. CABAY8IY8. P. P. AYO. Rsverte : PAX. AYOOO. ExerguB : XL. xxi. 

7. IMP. o. 0ABAY8IY8. P. P. AYO. Beverf: FBLICITA8. A galley. 

8. IMP. ALLBCTU8. P. P. AYO. Reven9 : TBMPOBYM. FELICITAB. Jfl the JSM : 

8. A. Exergue : m. b. l. Figure, Btanding, holds a caduoeua in right 
hand, a cornucopia in left. 

9. PL. YAL. CONBTAMTIYB. NOB. C. Reverte : PBOYIDBBTIAB. CABB. The PlS- 

torian gate. 

10. PL. MAX. THBODOBA. AYO. Eoverte : PIETAB. BOMANA. 

11. IMP. 0. YAL. LIO. LICINIY8. P. P. AYO. Revene : lOYI. CONBBBYATOBI. 

12. IlfP. 0OM8TANTINYS. P. F. AYO. Revette : PBIMCIPI. IYYBNTVTY8. /ft the 

field: B. A. Exergue: p. t. b. 

13. CONBTAMTIMYB. MAX. AYO. Rtfoeree: OLOBIA. EXBBCiTYB. Exergue : 8. M. 

T. B. A. 

14. CONBTANTINTTB. AYO. Revene : PBOYiDBMTiAB. AYOO. Pnetorian gate. 

15. IMF. C0NBTANTINY8. P. P. AYO. Reverte : BOLi. iNYiCTO. ooMiTi. /ft ike 

field: T. F. 

16. OONBTABTINYB. MAX. AYO. Reverte : OLOBIA. BXBB0ITY8. Exergue : P. 

OONBT. 

17. FAY. coNBTABTiNYB. P. F. AYO. Head of Fausta, Yeiled, second irife of 

Constantine the Great. On the reveree^ she is represented in a quad- 
rigia going to heaYen : the hand of ProYidence iB held out from a 
cloud to TTelcome her. ThiB coin is of considerable rarity. 

18. PL. lYL. OBIBPYS. BOB. CABB. Reverse: BBATA. TBAlfaUILITAB. Om Oft 
VOT 

altar: is Exergue: b. t. b. 

19. coNBTANS. P. F. AYO. Reveree: YicrOBts. d.d. ayoo. n. n. In the field: D. 

Exergue : t. b. b. 

20. DV, ooKSTAMTiYB. F. F. AYO. Reveree: fbl. tbmp. bbpabatio. Exergue: 

T. B. B. 

21. DN. MAONENTIUB. P. P. AYO. ReV, .* OLOBIA. BOMANOBUM. Ex. .* T. B. 8. 

22. DN. YALBNTIANYB. P. F. AYO. Rev, : OLOBIA. BOMANOBYM. Ex. : T. B« B. 

23. DN. OBATIANYB. AYOO. AYO. Reverte : OLOBIA. NOYi. BAECULi. Exergue: 

T. CON. 

A great number, bearing Romulus and Remus with the wolf, sre 
continually being found, as also are those with *' Conbtantinopolib " 
upon them : so common, indeed, as not to deserre more particular 
notice. 



^oanV >t jKantiBiii, defalk. 
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NOTICE OF A BRASS SEAL 



IN THE 



9omtmiw of George Sloms, (B^n., JSarslam* 



Thb Seal figured in the accompanying engraving, was 
foundy a short time ago, at Marsham in this county. It was 
then in its original state ; but before it came into Mr. Jones's 
possession the handle had been filed oS, He has since ob- 
tained it, and the Seal can probably be restored very nearly 
to its primary condition. 

It contains a shield with the arms of England and France 
ancient quarterly; above which is a head in profile^ with a 
sword before it : the legend, '' sigillum subsidii duorum 
80LIDORTTM DB 8ACC0 LA14B IN LONDiKiUM." The explanation 
of this inscription must be sought for in the Rolls of Par- 
liament, no grant of such a subsidy appearing upon the 
Statutes of the Realm. 

In Cotton's Abridgment of the Records (1679) will be 
found an abstract of the entry on the Rolls, from which it 
appears that, at a Parliament holden at Westminster, the 
morrow after St. Hilary, 21st Edward III., the Commons 
petitioned thus : '' Whereas, in a Council holden by Lionel, 
the King's son, the Guardian of England, it was in the Slst 
year of the King ordered, without the Oommona, that for the 
keeping of the realm and safe conduct of ships, should be 
taken, upon every sack of wool passing the seas, two shil- 
lings ; upon every tun of wine, two shillings ; upon every 
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pound de savoires brought back into this realm, sixpence; 
and this charge to continue until Michaelmas next coming: 
which charge is yet demanded. That the King will be 
pleased that the same charge may be let fall, and to write 
his letter to the collectors thereof that it cease." 

Answer (by the King). ''All charges supposed in this 
article are laid down, except two shillings upon the sack, 
which is to endure until Easter next." 

The period when this Seal was made is therefore very ex- 
actly ascertained. 

By Letters Patent, printed in the new edition of Rymer's 
Fcedera, Vol. III., Part I., p. 116, the collectors of this 
subsidy were ordered to purchase flags for the Edward of 
Grenewych, Sainte Mariecogg of London, the Plente of 
Hooke, and the Barnabas of London. 

H. Harrod. 
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^tta on tbt SBittortKi 



OP THE 



CORPORATION OF GREAT YARMOUTH. 

By henry HABROD, Hon. Sbc. 



The Corporation of Yarmouth having done me the honor 
to request my assistance in the arrangement of their Records^ 
I have availed myself of the opportunity to make notes and 
extracts of such matters as seemed likely to be useful and 
interesting to the members of the Society. 

The principal documents are the Charters, the '^ Hutch 
Maps/' and a series of Court Rolls from the 17th Edward I., 
with a few fragments of those of a few years earlier. 

The Charters and the Maps were at the bottom of an 
enormous iron-bound chest, called the Town Hutch, now 
at the Tolbooth, or Sessions-house, which also once contained 
many of the Deeds and Rolls belonging to the Town, now 
lost. The keys of the hutch are very good specimens of 
mediaeval iron-work. The Court Rolls, after being examined 
by Manship, Swinden, and Ives, were supposed to have 
been also lost, except a few purchased by Dawson Turner, 
Esq., many years ago, of a distant collector ; when, on pull- 
ing down the old Guildhall, at the entrance of the church- 
yard from the market, a few years since, two oaken cases, 
with many drawers, were found, which, on being unscrewed, 
presented the series of Rolls, nearly complete. 

Of the Charters, a very full and accurate account is given 
by Swinden, in his voluminous and very dull History of the 
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Town ; and I shall commence my notes respecting them by 
correcting an error he has made about an early one, because 
it is one of those errors impossible to be detected without 
reference to the Records; and his words have already led 
some astray upon the matter, and may do so with others, 
without a shadow of suspicion crossing their minds that his 
usual accuracy had here failed him. 

He states that the Charter 13th Edward I. was called the 
" Porthorse,** '* from its frequent travelling to other courts, 
to challenge or claim the liberties of the burgh ;" and he 
cites from the Rolls three instances of its having been so 
pleaded,— 17th Edward I., 27th Edward I., and 18th Ed- 
ward III.* It would very naturally be thought that these 
were merely selections, but he has in fact cited every in- 
stance of its " travels,'* and the terms of the first entry are 
precisely the same as those of the last. The word he takes 
for " Porthors ** is " Porthois." f He adds an entry on the 
Rolls 7 Edward II., which he calls '' a suit about the Port- 
horse." John de Folsham sues certain friars for detaining 
a book called a "Porthois;** that is, a Fortius , or Porti- 
forium, the Breviary of the Roman Catholic Church; and 
not a '^ Porthors," as he has printed it. 

Why it was so called, I cannot at present ascertain; but 
we have in the Norwich Court Rolls, 17 Edward I., an entry, 
that '' Roger de Tudenham delivered to the Commonalty 
of the City, in full court, their Seal and divers Charters ; 
but one, ^* the third Charter, called Porthms, of Edward now 
King, remains in the custody of Thomas de Framingham, 



• Swinden, p. 663. 

t John of Gaunt leaves the Bishop of Lineoln, <* my nuBsal and my 
portheu»" 1397. (TMto. FeAato, 142.) Sir Lewis Clifford bequeaths to 
Sir Philip laVache, '* my mass-book and mjporthoot" 1404. {Te$ia. Fetefto, 
165.) Elizabeth, Countess of Northampton, to the Friars Preachers, Lon- 
don, "one pulpitary, one portfory" 1366. {Teita, Vetusia, 60.) *<PdrCAcif, a 
portasse, or breTiary." (HalliweU's Dictionary of Archaic WcTd$.) 



the attorney for the Commonalty^ for maintaining the liber- 
ties when challenged." I do not find either the Charter 
itself or a copy of it among the Norwich Records. The 
Yarmouth one states, as the reason for its being granted, 
that 'Uhat word Plead by the Justices and others of the 
King's Counsel by the virtue of that word, is construed to 
be as well actiyely as passively ; " under which interpreta- 
tion they had decided in other courts on pleas concerning 
tenures in the burgh, and which were intended to have 
been decided in the Burgh Court only: and this Charter 
therefore grants that none of the burgesses thereafter ** should 
plead or be impleaded out of their burgh of any plea except 
pleas of out-tenures ;'* thus restoring to the Burgh Courts the 
sole jurisdiction in suits relating to tenements within their 
walls. From the above reference to the Norwich Charter, 
I should judge it to be to the same effect; and, indeed, all 
burghs having a charter from King John containing the word 
" Plead '' took care, no doubt, to obtain a similar confirmation 
of their liberties.* 

The statement of Swinden, therefore, that the name Port- 
horse was given to this particular Yarmouth Charter in 
consequence of its travels, is a mere guess of his own, with- 
out the slightest authority or foundation whatever. It is by 
no means desirable that archaeologists should be restricted 
from " speculating '* on matters about which no recorded 
evidence exists ; but they should be careful to indicate what 



* The great Sonrey of the Conqueror affords another instance of a name, 
the reason for which has as yet baffled inquirers. Barrington suggests its 
derivation from Dom, a Celtic word rendered Seigntwr: and Dbta, Proela'^ 
maiion, adv0rti$ement ; and therefore meaning '* the King's adyertisement to 
the tenants who hold under him." But this seems a far-fetched idea ; equally 
BO that giyen by Stowe, from a monkish chronicle, that Doonuday was a 
corruption of D<nnu$ Dei, the name of the room in the Treasury where it 
was kept. 

[vol. IV.] K 
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has authority and what has none, or it may lead to endless 
confusion and difficulty.* 

I should, however, say a few words about the huge chest, 
known as the Common Hutch. The present chest appears to 
have been constructed about the fifteenth century, and, with 
its three large keys, its enormous bars, and strong iron bind- 
ing, would strike every one as being intended to contain 
something of greater commercial value than the charters and 
parchment rolls. This was the case, for when any of the 
several SeiUa of the corporation were wanted, a committee 
was appointed to open the hutch and take what was required 
there&om; and the several documents having been duly 
sealed, the committee had to see the seals carefully restored 
and the hutch closed. The proceedings of this committee 
were regularly entered in the ^' Hutch Books," of which a 
few remain. The Book of Entries, a volume containing 
amongst other things the proceedings of the Common Council 
in Henry the Seventh and Henry the Eighth's time, affords 

* BlomeAeld indulged largely in thii very inconvenient and perplexing 
habit. See note, p. 260, Vol. II. of our Onsfinal PaperM^ as to the origin 
of the name, "per Mountergate," given by him. He also says that St. 
Peter's Hungate, Norwich, was so called because the Bishop's hounds were 
kept dose by — thence Haundeffote; Tombland, from having been a ^urdi- 
yard : there being no authority whatever for saying that a Bishop ever kept 
hounds in or near Hungate; and the word Tomelond being pure Saxcm, 
meaning a void or empty space. Tombland included not only the site of St. 
Michael's chapel and graveyard, but the site of a part of the Barl's palace 
and other buildings, and void ground ; and there is just as much authority 
for the name having been applied to it in consequence of its being an open 
vacant space, as from its having been overspread with '* tombs." Again, 
St. Stephen's Street, Korwieh, was in medieeval times Needham Street ; it 
vas the head of a long line of Roman road running in nearly a straight 
course to Needham Market, in Suffolk, where it either deviated or £bU into 
some other. Blomefield tells us, without naming any authority (indeed none 
existed), that St. Stephen's Church was founded before the Conquest for all 
the sick and needy belonging to the Castle; thenoe vras the street called 
Needham. These are a few instances. 
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information of another use to which the hutch was also put. 
** Also (it sajrs) wher before this time it hath been established 
and enoitted by Common Assembly, that all doggers, fishers, 
and lyners belongyng to this town of Tarmoutli or using the 
commodity of the haven of Yarmouth aforesaid, shxdl yield, 
pay, and render every year an half dole of the profit of their 
voyages and fishings, to and for the reparation and stisten- 
tation of the same haven, and that the money coming of the 
same half doles shall be put into the Common Hutche, as in 
an ordinance thereof made in the Common Hall, the Friday 
next after the feast of Saint Edmund Martyr in the year of 
the reign of our Sover^gn Lord the King that now is the 
18th, more plainly in the little Book of Assemblies ap- 
peareth, U is now fuUy condescended and agreed that the 
profits of the half doles aforesaid, which shall or have falle 
or happ after and from the feast of Saint Michael the Arch- 
angel last past before the present assembly, shalbe levyed 
and put into the Common Hutch aforesaid, to the use and 
for the reparation of the haven aforesaid ; and that the same 
money shall there remain not taken out for any ot^er cause 
but only for necessary provision for the said haven, and 
that to be done from time to time by common assembly, 
and not otherwise; and that if any person hereafter shall 
presxune to take any of the money aforesaid out of the said 
hutch, to and for any other intent or purpose than is be- 
fore rehearsed, shall forfeit for every time ten pounds, for 
a fine, over and besides the satisfaction and repayment of 
the said mms of money by him or them so taken out, and 
that fine to be levied of the goods and chattels of the person 
or persons offending, to the common profit of the town." 
Hence it appears the hutch was used also as a bank of deposit, 
and we shall therefore cease to be surprised at its large size 
and careful construction: on the contrary, we may wonder 
how they managed to stow away so many different things as 
we learn from the Becords were deposited therein. 

R 2 
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In this hutch, up to the time of Henry VII. or Henry VIII., 
all the Town Records were placed ; and here, we are told in 
the notes appended to copies of some of the documents in 
books of that period, were the Golden Book, the Domesday 
Book, the Little Bed Book, and the Great Black Book; all 
which contained valuable information on the customs and 
privileges of the burgh. These books have been long lost ; 
and all that is now known of them is, that extracts, said 
to be taken therefrom, are found in volumes now them- 
selves antiquities. 

Among the Court Bolls now existing, I was able to find 
but very few Ooroner^s or Sessions Molls of early date. The 
only ones, for many years, are for the 23rd and 26th years 
of Edward I., from which I make the following extracts : — 

Inquisitions made before John Wy th, William de Goseford, 
Nicholas le Potter, and Thomas Clerk, in the year of 
King Edw**. the 2S^, for gaol delivery. 

John Pope, of Somerton, John Plonkett, Bobert le Hopper, 
Geoffirey Plonkett, and Lenota de Hedon, taken at the suit 
of Simon Finch, of Cortekyn, "cum manu opere,"* viz. 
with cloth to the value of 24s. stolen and carried away from 
the ship of the said Simon Finch. They say they are not 
guilty, and place themselves upon twelve sworn men; who 
say that they are guilty. Ideo ad jud". S^. 

The same Simon Finch, and Bichard Trot, of Caister, 
accused Walter de Ingham of robberies and thefts. Who, 
being required to pleads says that he is a clerk ; but no one 
being present appointed by the Bishop to challenge him as 
a clerk, he is remitted to the gaol. 

Memorandum : he afterwards died in prison.t 

* Manuopm, Mancpera, goods taken in the hands of an apprehended thief. 

t A similar case of perplexity, arising from a like cause, occurred long 
afterwards at Ipswich. 8ir Humphrey Wingfield writes to the Lord Privy 
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Ledtia, daughter of Thomas le Meiser, convicted of a bur- 
glary in the house of John Allen in " Kingstonhusrowe.*'* 
"IdeoSV " No chattels." 

Thomas Ladde, of Beppes, convicted of stealing a brass 
spoon and two towels stated to be of the value of 18d. The 
Jury appraised them at lOd. : he was therefore remitted to 
gaol for three days.f 

John Chapman, of Burgate, and William, son of Beyner, 
of Tunstede, convicted of stealing a super tunic of the value 
of 2s., a pair of paternosters, a rasor, price Id., a forceps, a 
zone with harness, price 4d., from Bartholomew de Bosco of 
South Carleton ; Catherine Herre for stealing cloth ; Walter 
Helmes, of-Donewich, for stealing a chest from a ship ; * * * 
de Waterbeche, for stealing a pair of shoes, were all hung. 
In all ten persons executed for theft on that gaol delivery. 

Abiorations in the same year : — 

John Schot, of St. Edmund's, placed himself in the church 
of the Friars Preachers the Friday after the Conception of 
the Blessed Mary, in the year 2S, acknowledged to have 
stolen goods and chattels of merchants of Wincelse and 

Seal (temp. Henry VIII.)» **Ther were at the laste Gayle delyvery holden in 
the King's towne of Ipeswiche, for the delivery of the Gayle of the same 
town, iij felons arayned upon iij seyerall Indictments of seyeraU felonyes, 
& exery of them pleded not gyltye. Wheruppon xij men chargyd to trye 
the same, fownde every of them gyltie. Ther uppon every off them prayed 
ther book, & for that the See of Norwiehe then was vacant, k none ordi- 
nary to here them rede, the lustices of the Pease that wear at the said 
sessions repried the said felons without any judgment upon the said verdit 
by them given, because the kepyng of them wer sum what daungerous," — 
Ellis*s Original LetUri, third series, Vol. III., p. 83. 

* This was afterwards called Kingston Bow, and, temp. Edward in., 
** the Brode Bow." 

t This was in consequence of the distinction between grand and petty 
larceny : if the jury had appraised the goods at I2d. he would have been 
hung ! As tenpenoe was the full value in their opinion, he gets off with 
three days' imprisonment. 
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Flanders to the value of £30., and to haye broken prison at 
Yarmouth ; abjured the kingdom the Monday following, and 
a port is given him at Fortsmue within three weeks. Walter 
Brun, Coroner, John With, Nicholas le Potter, and other of 
the King's Lieges, present His chattels: 1 short jacket, value 
8s., Hunry le Bus to answer; one tunic, lid., one corset, 14 J,, 
one hood, lOc^., one pair of socks and one hood, 8d., a sword 
and buckler, 18d,, wherefore Nicholas le Potter answers; also 
a feather-bed, 14</., whereof Henry Sergeant to answer. 

M*^. that John Bon, of Gipeswio, received the above £30. 
from him. 

Geffrey Gom, of Lym, placed himself in the church of the 
Friars Preachers same day, and acknowledged to have killed 
Bichard ♦ ♦ * * of Vascony, and to have broken prison at 
Yarmouth the day and year aforesaid ; he abjured the king- 
dom the Monday aforesaid, and port is given him at St. 
Botulph's [Boston] in fifteen days. The same parties present. 
No chattels. 

Bichard Clerk, of Norwich, placed himself in the church 
of St. Nicholas the same day, and acknowledged to have killed 
John Bussell, and to have broken prison at Yarmouth; ab- 
jured the kingdom the Wednesday after the feast of St. Lucy 
the Virgin, in the year of King Edward 28, and port is given 
him at Hampton [Southampton] in a month. Present there, 
Walter Brun, Coroner, and others. No chattels. 

Coroner's BoU, 26^ Edward I. In the time of Bobert 
With and his associsttes. Bailiffs. 

Inquisition made of the death of William Aylward, of 
Beston, the Saturday after St. Nicholas, in the year aforesaid, 
before Walter Brun, Coroner, by 12 sworn men of the town 
of Yarmouth, who say on their oaths that William Aylward 
and Geoffrey the son of William With quarrelled on the night 
of Wednesday after St. Nicholas, in the year 26, in a certain 
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fish-house of GeoflBrey,* son of Oliver With, in Yarmouth, so 
that the said William struck the said Jeffrey upon the arm with 
a certain astelle^f and the said Jeffrey took another astelle 
and struck the said William with the same in the head, and 
he languished from that night to the night .of the Friday foU 
lowing, when he died. Chattels of the same Jeffrey, none. 

Afterward the said Jeffrey had letters of pardon for the 
said death from our Lord the King. 

William, son of Henry de Cath, was found killed in Mid- 
dlegate, next the Friars Minora ^X the day of Epiphany, in 
the year 26. Thomas Tabemer found him first, for whom 
Bichard de Bromholm and Bobert Cook are pledges. Next 
neighbours are, William de Elingham, for whom Adam de 
Wodeside and Sobert le Ton, are pledges; John Scriptor, 
for whom John de Ormesby and William de Elingham; 
Richard de Beverle, for whom Adam de Wodeside, Geoffirey 
de Fordele, Bichard de Bromholm, are pledges; John de 
Fordele, John de Broxston, pledges for them. 

The above extracts furnish us with a few curious facts in 
illustration of the criminal jurisprudence of mediaeval times. 

The execution of ten persons at one assize for robbery, 
strikes us in the present day, when the propriety of taking 
away life, even in cases of murder, has been so warmly and 
forcibly contested, as a measure of awful severity ;§ yet it 
must not be thought that the period was one of unusual 

* Thia Jeffrey With had a moiety of the iaatage of Yannouth^ and the 
family was one of great wealth and conaideration at thia period. 

t AtUfU, a schyyd, a piece of a wooden log cleft for burning. — Prompt 
PanLt 16. 

t Speed aaya the Oray Frian Monaatery waa founded in the time of 
Henry III. ; but Stowe aaaerta that Edward n. waa the founder. The 
aboye entry proyea that Stowe ia wrong, without however completely ea- 
tabliahing that Speed ia right. 

i Amongst the depoaitiona in the great dispute between Yarmouth and 
Sir William Paaton, 16th Henry YIII., aa to the boundary between Yar- 
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rigour : the records of the Old Bailey, even in the last cen- 
tury, would furnish numerous parallel passages* The benefit 
of clergy, too, by which Walter de Ingham escaped whilst his 
more ignorant companions suffered, was not completely with- 
drawn till the year 1826. The right of sanctuary, which 
enabled murderers to obtain transportation for life in place 
of their rightful doom, with the additional advantage of 
being able to select the place of their exile, is illustrated 
by the three instances I have quoted. They are all I have 
met with in the Yarmouth !Rolls. Swinden quotes another 
instance under the year 1297. t 

The Oaol Ddivery Rolls of the latter part of the sixteenth 
and first half of the seventeenth centuries contain strong 
proofs of the action of that horrible superstition which sent 
so many old and helpless women to the scaffold. On the 
Roll of the 17th of Elizabeth, Katherine Smythe was in- 
dicted '' for using witchcraft and enchantment, whereby Mary 
Dogeon came by her death ;*' but she was acquitted. In the 
39th of Elizabeth, Helena Gill was indicted for using witch- 
craft on this very CeUherine Smythe, whereby the tongue, 
legs, and leg-bones of the same Catherine were wasted and 
destroyed. No record occurs of the event of this trial. It 
furnishes, however, another instance (and there were many 
during this unhappy persecution) of one of these poor old 
creatures, after enduring such heavy and causeless suffering, 
being goaded at length into accusing another of the like 
practices. 

mouth and CaUter, is one of a man aged 65, who deposed that fifty yean 
before he had seen a gallows erected on part of the disputed territory, and 
fourteen Yarmouth felons hanging thereon at one time. 

* 1721, March 4th, 17 persons condemned at Old Bailey. April Sessions, 
6 ; May, 8 ; July, 12. In the year 1726, at the April Sessions, 16 were con- 
demned, of whom 10 were executed, 3 reprieyed, and 2 died in prison.-' 
Historieai Regiater, 

t Swinden, p. 922. 
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But it was in the time of the notorious Hopkins that 
Yarmouth people were induced to foUow the example which 
had been set them all oyer the Eastern Counties, and con- 
demned these poor wretches by wholesale. In the year 

1644, this fellow had a commission from Parliament to make 
a circuit for the discovery of witches, and had S0«. allowed 
him from every town requiring his services. In the year 

1645, Yarmouth desired his services. 

Aasembfy) In the Assembly, on the 15th August, 1645, It 
Book. ) was agreed that the gentleman, Mr. Hopkins, 
employed in the country for discov' and finding out 
of witches shall be sent for hither, to come to town 
to make search for such wicked persons, if any be 
here, and shall have his fee and such allowance for 
his paines and labour in that end as he hath in other 
places in the country. 

Hopkins had too many engagements to give a very long 
time to it, and we therefore find it was considered necessary 
to have a permanent staff on the spot. At the Assembly, 
7th October following, it was agreed " that the women which 
searched those persons that are suspected for witches shall 
be allowed \%d. a day amongst them for every day they 
attend that business ; and from henceforth only four of them 
to be employed in that kind of work, viz., in the first place, 
Elizabeth Harward, and such three others as she shall choose 
to joine with her. And the watchers to be paid for their 
paines." 

The effect, or a part of the effect, of these exertions ap- 
pears on the Roll of the 21st Charles I. (1645). On the 
10th of September in that year, the Jury presented — 

Alice Clipwell, spinster, for having used, practised, and 
exercised witchcraft, and with many evill, wicked, and dia- 
bolical spirits consorted, consulted, and made compact; and 
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such evil spirits, with evil intention, did feed and entertain, 
ag*^ the peace &c., and ag'^ the statute, &c. 

Bridgetta Howard^ 8p^, fox the like. 

Maria Blackboum, widow, for the same. 

Elizabeth Dudffean, spinster, for the same. 

EUzabeih Bradwdl, spinster, for practising witchcraft and 
sorcery; and for having diabolically and feloniously used, 
practised, and exercised the same art upon and against John 
Moulton, the infant son of Henry Moulton, hosier, from 
which the same child lingered and languished in great peril 
of life. The same Elizabeth was further presented for similar 
practices on one Elizabeth Linstead, spinster; and again, 
there was a general presentment against her, for practising 
witchcraft and feeding and entertaining evil spirits. 

Johanna Laceiff for witchcraft and feeding and entertaining 
spirits. 

Which said Alice Clipwell, Bridget Howard, Maria Black- 
bourn, Elizabeth Dudgeon, Elizabeth Bradwell, and Johanna 
Lacey, were this instant Wednesday, the 10th December, 
Slst Charles I., at the first hour of the afternoon, placed at 
the bar. And at the same hour the Serjeant at Mace re- 
turned a panel of names of a Jury ; viz., Geo. Glascock, 
William Hodgekins, Peter Appleyard, Thomas Hall, Jno. 
Dye, George Winter, Jno. Cades, Benjamin England, Francis 
Kemp, Daniel Corse, Gregory Berry, and Thomas Mayes, 
who say on their oaths, that the said Alice Clipwell, Bridget 
Howard, Maria Blackboum, Eliz^ Dudgeon, Eliz^ Bradwell, 
and Johanna Laoey are guilty of felony : that they have no 
goods or chattels. 

And thereupon it is adjudged by the Court, that the said 
Alice, Bridget, Maria, Eliz^^, Elizabeth, and Johanna should 
be suspended by the neck, &c., until, &c. 

And every of them, except the same Johanna, were sus- 
pended. And execution of the same Johanna was respited. 

At the Sessions in December, Mark Prince was indicted 
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for having used witchcrlift and enchantment^ and declared to 
one Ann Cann where a certain cushion was^ which the said 
Ann had lost 

Another indictment charged him with tellings by like 
means^ a certain John Ringer, mason, what was become of 
certain small pieces of silver money, called " single pence," 
which the said John had lost ; but he was acquitted, as were 
also Nazareth Fasset, spinster, and Maria Verdy, spinster, 
against whom there were no less than five separate indict- 
ments. 

In the course of the following year more were presented, 
but no further convictions appear. 

Hopkins stated that he had caused sixteen to be slaughtered 
at Yarmouth, but I found the records of only the above 
seven. 

The unfortunate women who perished on the memorable 
trial at Bury Saint Edmund's, in 1644, when Sir Thomas 
Browne, the author of the " Religio Medici," gave evidence 
of his belief in witchcraft, which had great weight with the 
Court, were firom the neighbouring port of Leystoft; so that 
it appears this district was strongly imbued with this melan- 
choly superstition. 

From the mass of Plea and Deed Balls I have extracted a 
few entries. To go carefully over them and extract all that 
is of value, would occupy a very much longer time than I can 
possibly give to the task. As far as I am able to judge, there 
appears to be a great deal of valuable information locked up 
in these Rolls, particularly as regards the laws and customs of 
merchants. 

10th Edward I. — ^Peter Fauker, of Anteney, paid Con- 
stance, of Lincoln, half a mark for Geoffirey Morel and others 
of the same community, debtors to the said Constance, be- 
cause for default of justice, in those parts, distraint ordered 
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on all of that community coming to Yarmouth^ for payment 
of the same debt. 

Item^ Gerard Fincel paid same Constance half a mark, 
Luke de Anteney, half a mark^ and John le Engleis, half a 
mark.* 

John Hervy, of Caister, came into court and acknowledged 
for himself and his associates, that the Bailiffs of Hythe had 
faithfully acquitted themselves of all debts to this day, for 
sustaining the Beacon at Castre. 

11th Edward I. — ^John Bospar, son of John Bejmer, paid 
Thomas Thirkeld Zs. And said Thomas released said John 
of all demands against him for his debts, in the parts of Isre, 
(a similar case to Parker's. Fifty-nine other persons from 
Isre pay Thirkeld Zs. each, to make up £6., owing to him 
from other men of those parts.) f 

* Here is a note of a similar case at Boston in 1308. A writ was ad- 
dressed to the Bailiffii of John of Brittany, for the town of St. Botolph, 
which recites that a complaint had been made to the King by John Aleyn, 
of Great Yarmouth, affirming, that *' the bailiflEs of the town of Bruges had 
forcibly seized a ship belonging to the said John, called the Great Cogge of 
St. Mary of Yarmouth, being in the port of Swyn and freighted with goods 
for Southampton. That they took possession of this yessel and detained it, to 
the great damage of the said John." The writ states that both the last and 
the present King had, by special letters, often requested the Court of Flanders 
to do justice to the said John, which he had hitherto neglected to do. The 
Bailifb of Boston were therefore commanded " to cause the goods of the sud 
town of Bruges, as well as of the town of Sluys, and of other towns, to be 
seized, until the amount of damages (£110.) due to the said John shall be 
fully paid to him, and complete compensation for his losses." — Paritdmaitary 
WriCt, Vol. n., p. 21, quoted in " Remarks on the Early Conunerce of Boston," 
published by the Lincoln Architectural Society, p. 873, 1853. 

t This was under an ancient custom of the burgh, which was found of 
great service in those times. If a foreigner became indebted to a Yarmouth 
man, and the latter made oath thereof before the Baili£b, they directed letters 
to the magistrates of the town where the foreigner dwelt; and after three 
months, a second letter ; and if no satis&ction were made in a reasonable 
time, then attachment issued in the Burgh Court of Yarmouth against the 
next ship from that place, or any goods of any inhabitant of that place 
coming within the liberties of Yarmouth. 
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14th Edward I. — William Wildgoos * sought of Wm. Crop- 
ling 17 chaldres of coals^ of the price of 4(1. for everj chaldre, 
at New Castle^for which merchandize he had given him other 
goods to exchange for coals at New Castle, now two years 
since. It was adjudged he should deliver the coals and pay 
half a mark. 

26th Edward I. — Letitia Bon sought of Mabil de Chil- 
derhus 6«. Sd., being the residue due to her on an agreement 
made between them, that the aforesaid Letitia should cure the 
said Mabel of a certain disorder ; which amount Mabel un- 
justly detained, to the damage of the said Letitia of 2s., &c. 
And thereon Mabel came and defended herself. Admitted 
the agreement and the default in payment; but maintained 
that she was not cured, therefore, &c. (no cure, no pay.) In- 
quisition ordered. 

[This case must have been compromised, as I cannot agam 
detect it.] 

7th Edward III. — Edmund de Burgh and Godfrey de 

* Those who take pleasure in tracing the origin of surnames, will find 
ample food for the indulgence of their taste in these rolls. There is the 
usual large proportion of names derived firom towns; as, William de Drayton, 
Roger de Paston, Drury de Wiggenhall, Roger de Castre. We haye, too, 
the large mass of population to whom their occupation furnished a dis- 
tinguishing title : John le Wehster, Roger Wyndrawer, Hugh le Heymonger, 
Brice le Porter, William le Spicer, Andrew le Glasswright, Ralph le Oster- 
man. Gold le Blodleter, Richard le Teguler, Rohert Carpenter, Simon le 
Organister. There are, too, numbers of fantastical compounds, some of 
which must be extremely difficult to trace to their source : William Wild- 
goose, Richard Castherring, Bennet le Long, John del Stepel, William del 
Sond, Adam le Shriren. There are Pluckferthings, lickbeards, and Pud- 
dingwives, whose designations may possibly be accounted for ; but how came 
Thedman Thusandpund and Simon Fourapeni by such names ? There was 
a habit of substituting a nickname for a fixed designation, which leads to a 
great deal of difficulty ; for instance, a certain litigious fellow named Robert, 
a tailor, thence called Robert Tailor, frequently figures as ** Brunrobyn " and 
'* Brown Robin the TaUor." One can hardly be surprised at the step taken 
by Geoffirey de Sparham, Bailiff of the Hundred of Wayland, who, in order 
to secure the right person, is recorded in the Hundred BoUi as having dis- 
trained upon all who were called *' John " in the town of Thompson. 
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Colney, executors of the Will of William Ambros, clerk, 
produced in court the Monday next before the feast of St. 
George^ before Thomas de Drayton and his associates, Bailiffs 
of Yarmouth^ the aforesaid Will made the 7th June, 1332, 
and which had been legally proved before the Dean of Flegg 
and Town of Great Yarmouth, the 5th of the ides of Jane 
in the year aforesaid, and desired to have enrolled certain 
clauses in the said Witt touching free tenements^ in these 
words : *^ I leave to Eufemia, my wife, my capital messuage, 
&c., to hold for her whole life ; and after her decease, I give 
and devise the same to Edward, my son, his heirs and 
assigns, for ever. Item, I give and devise to Thomas, my 
son, and Rose, his mother, and the heirs of the said Thomas, 
a piece of land, &c., which I bought of the executors of the 
Lady Sibilla Flathe, in Great Yarmouth, which is called 
' Ambrose Land,' saving the dower of the said Euphemia.'* 

It very rarely happens that the entries of devises are made 
with the same precision as in this case. Generally, both in 
these Bolls and those of Norwich, either the portion relating 
to tenements within the burgh is extracted, or the whole Will 
is copied upon the roll without note or comment. But in this 
case, it will be observed, it expressly states the whole pro- 
cedure, which fully agrees with that laid down in the ancient 
Laws and Usages of Norwich, cap, 18.* The ancient Law 
of Yarmouth does not state whether the Will should be pro- 
duced before or after proof before the Ordinary, see cap. 6, 
Swinden, p. 158 : it merely required that wills disposing of 
tenements within the liberties of the burgh, should be pro- 
duced and entered on the Great Boll ; but claimed no proof 
of the Will by the Bailiffs, to the exclusion of the Ordinary, 
as has been supposed. 

* The copy of these laws, which I have examined, directs the emohnoit 
to be made by the Clerk of **<A« Bailifi," As Bailiflb ceaaed to govern 
Norwich in 1403, this compilation of the *' ancient laws'* miiat itself be at 
old as the end of the fonrteenth century. 
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18th Edward III. — Sarra^ wife of John Spicer/son of 
Soger de Stodey Spicer^ and Oliyer^ apprentice of the said 
John Spicer, produced the Will of the same John Spicer 
before the Bailiffs, such Will having been proved before the 
Dean of Flegg and town of Great Yarmouth. 

13th Edward III. — ^William de Oxney summoned to an- 
swer Richard de Scouteby, master of the ship Bartholomew, 
belonging to Bartholomew de Thorpe, he having broken 
agreement for one cargo of wine, and said, that by the agree- 
ment made at Burgdeux, the said William undertook to ship 
at Burgdeux aforesaid, 21 tons (jdolia) and 1 pipe of wine for 
Great Yarmouth, at a freight of 27«. M. for every ton ; and 
that he failed to do so, to the damage of same Bichard of 
£40. William pleaded that there was no such agreement. 
The Jury decided that there was, although it had not been 
affirmed *'per argentum dei," nor registered on paper.* 
Damages £18. 

2nd Bichard II. — ^William Ghreen complained that Thos. 
Skerall had agreed that said William should take his ship to 
Newcastle, and return with 30 f chaldrons of coals, to be 
paid for every chaldron 6«. 6J. ; and afterwards, when he 
returned with the coals, the said Thomas declined to receive 
them, to his damage Zs, Verdict for Plaintiff. X 

18th Edward IV., July 10th.— Thomas Bozoun, Prior of 
the Monastery of the Holy Trinity of Norwich, went before 

* The valae of a shillmg in biadiiig a bargain, even at the present day, 
mnat be well known to every one. GotF$ penny ^ earnest pennie.— JSia^toeJ^. 

t This seems for a long period to have been the average burden of Yar- 
mouth vessels. 

X Price and freight of eoale. In the 40th Edward HI. a considerable 
quantity of coals being required for works in progress at Windsori the 
Sheriff of Northumberland purchased 576 chaldrons at Winlaton, in the 
county of Durham, at It, 6d, the chaldron. The price at Newcastle, 14th 
Edward I., was 4d, the chaldron, (see p. 253). The cost of the carriage 
from Newcastle, was £6, 1S«. 6d, : the freight from Newcastle to London, 
3s, 6d, per chaldron. 
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John Busse^ Bailiff of Yarmouth^ and required enrolment of 
a Plea of Fresh Force. * 

The proceedings appear to haye commenced on the Monday 
before St. Valentine, 17th Edward IV., by a complaint on 
the part of the Prior against Robert Swolle, that he had 
unjustly and without right disseised the same Prior of his 
free tenement in Yarmouth. The Prior*s pledges were John 
Trace and William Place. 

A Jury is summoned for the Tuesday after the Quinzaine 
of Easter ; and thereupon the Prior puts in his place Bartho- 
lomew Elys, his attorney. 

The Sergeant at Mace returns a Jury, and here we haye 
Adam Tyll and John Mile, pledges; and John Doo and 
Henry Foo, manucaptors. 

Bartholomew Elys for the Prior claims a rent of 13«. 4J., 
of which Swolle has disseised him ; and states the action was 
commenced within the forty days required, namely on the 3rd 
of February then last. Kobert Swolle appears, and denies 
the Prior's claim ; issue is joined, and the cause remains oyer 
till the Friday next after the feast of St. George the Martyr 
following. The yenire is returned for that day; and the 
names of John TiU and Bobert JFiHe now figure in the pro- 
ceedings. 

At length, the cause being ripe for a decision, the Jury 
found that the rent arose from a rengiate f of land built on, 
then of Bobert Swolle, before him of his father John Swolle, 
and before him of Sir John Fastolfe. That the rent per- 
tained to the Altar of the Church of Saint Nicholas, the said 
Prior and his predecessors haying been seized of the said 

* Fre»h Fwf was an action to recover landa or rents of which the plaintiff 
had been dispoBseased within forty days before the action was brought; he 
complained that he had been forcibly dispossessed within that time, whence 
the name, /mea/orfid, "by fresh force." 

t Rmgiatwn* It is applied in these rolls to a long strip of land, bat is 
not confined to any particular quantity. 
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churchy and therefore entitled to the rent. That the Prior 
had seized by way of distress for the said rent, a piece of 
cloth^ hanging in the hall of SwoUe's house^ on the same ren- 
giate of land. That there had been no fraud or collusion 
between the Prior and SwoUe (to evade the Mortmain Act.) 
And the Prior recoyered his rent and all arrears^ and four 
pounds fire for his costs. 

The above case is worthy of notice, for several reasons. 
The ancient form of proceeding to recover lands by writ of 
fresh force ^ or recent intrusion as it was also called; the pains 
evidently bestowed at that period to stem the current which 
was bearing so large a portion of the real property of the 
kingdom into the possession of the ecclesiastics; the use of 
the name of the Prior of the head Monastery of Norwich^ 
and not that of the Prior of Yarmouth, as plaintiff; and last, 
but not least, the appearance of our venerable friend, John 
Doe, in his youth, surrounded by a circle of equally substan- 
tial relatives, seemed to entitle this case to a place amongst 
my extracts : it will be observed too that the property out of 
which the dispute arose, was part of the estate of Sir John 
Fastolf, at the Foreland. But I must now go to another 
subject 

Although there can be no doubt the merchants of Yar- 
mouth used Marks as largely as their Norwich brethren, it is 
hopeless to recover anything like such a collection of them as 
that Mr. Ewing has furnished of Norwich Marks. The 
brasses in the church are all gone, the painted glass destroyed, 
and scarcely a deed remains among the muniments, — ^from all 
of which sources Mr. Ewing gathered largely at Norwich. 

I have been able to collect a few, figured in the accompa- 
nying plate. The Book of Entries has, at p. 57, an ordinance 
made in 1577, when it was intended to borrow £1000. of the 
city of London, to assist in repairing the haven. Several of 
the 24 and 48 made their marks to this document instead of 
writing their names ; not because they could not write their 

[vol. IV.] s 
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names^ I should thinks for tlie first mark is that of John 
Wakeman^ who was bailiff that year^ and who certainly could 
write his name (for his signature exists)^ and against the mark 
the Town Clerk has written " Mr, Wakeman*8 marke." 2, 
is that of Richard Bennett^ one of the council. 8. John 
Harding. 4. John Bartilmew^ who was subsequently, in 1588 
and 1595, a bailiff. 5. William Stepney, one of the council. 
6. Thomas Harris, bailiff in 1581. 7. William Barnes, a 
councillor. 8. Walter Barrett, another of the council. 9. 
Thomas Skarlett. From the Assembly Books I add, 10. 
Christopher Haylett, who was bailiff in 1552. 11. William 
Denne, bailiff in 1553. 12. Bichard Bunne, one of the 
council in 1553. 13. Nicholas Fen, bailiff, 1549 and 1568. 
14. William Blyth. 15. Gregory Goose, bailiff, 1591. 16. 
Robert Ladde. 17. William Tanfield. 18. Edward Mus- 
graye. 19. John Purfay, bailiff, 1561. 

From a Seal in the Muniment-room at Stow Bardolph, 
appended to a deed of the 17th Bichard II., I have taken 
the mark, 20, of Bartholomew Ellis, bailiff in 1391, 1896, 
1402, 1406, 1414, 1417, and 1421. The mark, 21, of John 
Lucas, bailiff in 1636, is from one of the few deeds left 
among the Yarmouth Records, and dated 1631. 

The three following marks are those of Herring Packers, 
which bear a great resemblance to those of the merchants, 
and are from the Assembly Books, where they were regularly 
registered yearly for many years : these are of the sixteenth 
century, and are, 22, John Cope, 1586. 23, John Smith, 
Jun., and, 23, Peter Bartilmew. 

In the spandril of the arch of a bay window in the haU 
of a house in Middlegate, built about 1506, is the mark 25, 
which I have not been able yet to appropriate. The mark 
28, is also still to be identified ; it is from a tapestry hook 
on the " Ballast Keel " public-house on the quay. 

In the Book of Entries are many foreign marks, prin- 
cipally of merchants of Brabant, about 1582 ; regularly cer- 
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tified by foreign notaries. 26^ is that of Peter de la Fena, 
merchant in Brabant^ and 27^ of James^ his brother. They 
bear a strong resemblance to those of our own country. 

The early Account JRotts have suffered considerably. Many 
of those printed by Swinden are not now to be found ; of 
those remaining my extracts are much too large to find a 
place here. I must^ howeyer^ give one extract from the 
Chamberlain's Account^ 32nd Henry YIII., relating to the 
efforts made to supply some source of entertainment for the 
people in place of the pageants and plays generally put down 
at the dissolution of the monasteries. 

Compotus of William Stilyard, some time receiver of 
the money called the money gathered by the Christmas 
Lord, Richard Howe, and of the money given and paid 
by the 24 and 48, and by the whole town, about Mid- 
somer night. 

No arrears, because no account before this day. 

Owing for money received from Richard Howe, some 
time le Christmes Lord 15'. 

And for money collected firom the whole community 

towards Midsomer night SO*. 8*^. 

Sum, 45». 8^. 

Of which allowed for divers expences in the night of 
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist . . . • 46*. 8^. 

So surplus, 12*. 

This was the first and last appearance of the Christmas 
Lord in the accounts.* 

* Maehyn has a notice of the Chxiatmafl Lord in London in 1651-2, which 
will show the kind of amusement afforded. " The 4th day of Jannarii was 
made a great scafibld in Cheap hard by the Cross, against the King's Lord 
of Misrule coming from Qreenwich ; and landed at Tower Wharf, and with 
him young knights and gentlemen a great number on horseback, some in 
gowns and coats, and chains about their necks, every man having a baldxick 
of yellow and green about their necks ; and on the Tower Hill there they 

S 2 
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On what are called Breviates of Returns, are the Writs 
for Elections of Burgesses to Parliament together with the 
Keturn by the Bailiffs ; but the manner in which the election 
was conducted is not recorded in the Beturn. In the As- 
sembly Book of the 7th Edward YI. an election of Burgesses 
to Parliament is thus described : '^ For certain considerations^ 
by the whole assembly^ there were elected and chosen Chris- 
topher Heylott, Bayly, &c., six of the twenty-four, and six of 
the forty-eight, the which said twelve persons shall nominate, 
elect, and chose two Burgesses of the Parliament for this 
town. The which twelve persons, upon good and deliberate 
advice and consultation had together, have nominated, elected, 
and chosen Sir William Woodhous, Knight, and Nicholas 
Firmage, to be Burgesses of Parliament." 

On looking over the numerous ordinances for regulating 
the markets and the general police of the town, I find that 
very much has been already printed by Swinden, Manship, 

vent in order, first a standard of yellow and green silk with St. George, and 
then gpins, and squihs, and trumpets, and hagpipes, and * drousselais,' and 
flutes ; and then a great company all in yellow and green, and doctors de- 
claring my lord great; and then the morris dance, dancing with a tabret, 
and afore twenty of his council on horseback, in gowns of * chanabull ' lined 
with white taffeta, and capes of the same, like sage men ; then came my 
lord with a gown of gold, furred with furs of the goodliest colours, as every 
one saw ; and then his • • * * ; and after came half a hundred, in red and 
white, tall men of the guard, with hoods of the same colour, and came into 
the city ; and after came a cart, the which carried the pillory, the * * *, the 
gibbet, the stocks, and at the cross in Cheap a great broad scaffold for to go 
up ; then came up the trumpeter, the herald, and the doctor of the law, and 
there was a proclamation made of my lord*s progeny, and^of his great house- 
hold that he kept, and of his dignity ; and there was a hogshead of wine at 
the scaffold, and there my lord drank, and his counsel, and had the head 
smitten out that everybody might drink,. and [money?] cast about them; and 
after my lord's grace rode unto my Lord Mayor, and all his men to dinner, 
for there was dinner as you have seen ; and after he took his horse and 
rode to my Lord Treasurer at Friars Austins, and so to Bishopgate^ and so 
to Tower Wharf, and took barge to Greenwich." — Machyn's Diary, p. 13. 
I have not thought it necessary to retain the bad spelling of the original 
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and our colleague^ Mr. Palmer: I make one or two extracts. 
Here is the market regulation in the 5th Edward YI. 

" It is fully condescended and agreed^ that no inhabitant 
shall by no kind of thing brought to the markett before the 
markett bell be rong, [this bell was from St. Mary's Hospital, 
then fixed on the market cross] and that no person bringing 
any thing to markett to sell, shall not open either sakke, poke, 
pedde, mawnde, or any other vessell wherein his victualls or 
other things be, before the ringing of the said bell; and that 
none either by or sell, or procure to be bought or sold, any 
thing after the bell be rong at afternoon, but to tye up ther 
saks immediately, under pain of 12d" 

My next extract from these ordinances establishes a fact 
about which there has been a good deal of discussion and great 
diversity of opinion. Every one acquainted with Yarmouth 
must know the long, low, narrow cart, drawn by a single horse, 
peculiar to that place, and which seems so extremely well 
adapted for threading the narrow rows of the town, into which 
no other vehicle larger than a wheelbarrow can penetrate. 
There seems, indeed, such a peculiar fitness in the one for the 
other, that the existence of the rows must have led to the in- 
vention of the carts. An opposite opinion, however, existed, 
and in the minds of very able men, and no record of their 
origin being believed to exist, the matter continued wrapped 
in mystery. Dr. Clarke declared them to be of decidedly 
Soman origin, and Mr. King, in his " Munimenta Antiqua," 
draws attention to their resemblance to the carts of South 
Wales, which he considered were of Ancient British origin. 

The Book of Entries enables me to fix the date of their 
invention, and to restore to them their ancient name. In 
an ordinance of the 8th Henry VII., as to the curing and 
conveying of herring, it is stated, "That wher before this 
time, during the time of fishing, there was wont to resort 
to this town great numbers of porters, to carry herring, 
which porters brought the same herring into the barse 
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houses of the inhabitants^ not only to the great ease of the 
same inhabitants^ but also to the safeguard of the houses, 
rows, and swills of the town, TUl now of late divers of 
the same inhabitants have devised carts, called Harry Carries, 
and the owners of the same, being called Harry Carmen, set 
such boys and girls to go with the same carts, which can 
neither guide the same carts, neither can yet remove such 
things wherwith the same carts are loaden, no, not a swill; 
not only to the great decay of the said houses, rows, and 
swills, but also to the great charges of the said inhabitants, 
in repairing of the said houses, rows, and swills. Wherefor 
be it ordained, that from henseforth every harry carry man, 
keeping a harry carry to get money by the same, shall keep 
to go with the same one hahle man, which can both order his 
horse and the harry carry, and also is hable to lift; the end 
of a swill being full of herring, and the same safely to bring 
whither he shall be appointed, upon pajme that every man, 
having a harry carry as before it is said, and appoint any 
man to go with the same contrary to the meaning of this 
ordinance, and proved as before, shall forfett for every time 
so offending vj*. viij^. to the towns use." 

It follows from this entry, which appears from the hand- 
writing to have been made at the time stated in the body 
of the ordinances, that these carts were devised early in the 
reign of Henry VII., and were originally called Harry 
Carries. There are frequent subsequent ordinances for the 
regulation of these harry carries, and numerous complaints 
against their drivers for damaging the streets, houses, rows, 
and trees. 

In the Books of Ordinances and Assembly Books, are many 
orders and regulations for the dress and demeanour of the 
town magnates, from which a valuable hint or two might be 
gathered for Town Councils of the present day. 

In the 8Srd Henry VIII. it was agreed, '* That the 24 and 
48 should use in their apparel at every assembly^ and on 
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Sundays and holidays^ gowns and streight hoses^ onless it be 
for sickness or other reasonable excuse. And that the Bailiffs, 
and all that had been Bailiffs, should use and wear in their 
apparel, on all principal feast days, gowns of scarlet furred 
with foynes, tippets and dublets of velvet, after the ancient 
and honorable custom of the town, under pain of 12d. for 
every time of breaking the ordinance by the 24, and every 
time of breaking the ordinance by the 48, sixpence." 

Even in the Puritanical times, the gowns were dispensed 
with only on what were called the superstitious holidays. 

There were some unruly spirits in those days, and ordi- 
nances like the following were constantly renewed : 

'^ Att this assembly it was fully and wholly condescended 
and agreed, that no manner of person, being within the Com- 
mon House at any assembly, being one of the same house, 
shall walk up and down or talk, the BayUfis sitting, under 
pain of 12d, of every one of the 24, and 6d, of every one of 
the 48. And every one of the same house shall keep silence 
after three knocks with the beetle, under pain to lose 12d, 
every one that keepeth not silence, to be paid immediately 
to the use of the town." (37 Henry VIII.) 

And that it was no joke to hold the office of Beetle- 
knocker, appears from the fact that one Nathaniel Cox was 
appointed in 1642 to knock the beetle for the ensuing year, 
if, " upon trial, he be found ^t for that office I " 

With all this strictness, however, there are by no means 
unfrequent cases like the following, which is of the time of 
Philip and Mary : 

** Whereas John Echard, one of the 24, for his contempt 
and evil demeanour, in calling Mr. Bayly Oldryng and others 
of the King's and Queen's Justices of the Peace, thieves and 
false knaves ; saying that they had stolen from him a crown 
of gold, and so, for his contempt, he was commanded to ward 
by the same Mr. Bayly Oldring. Therefore it is fidly agreed 
that the said John Echard shall remain during the pleasure of 
Mr. Bailiff Oldring." 
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On another occasion^ a man was discommoned because he 
attempted to escape from prison. John Alman was discom- 
moned^ " for that he being lately commanded to prison by the 
Bailiffs^ hath departed himself and elojned without the leave 
or commandment of the same Bailiffs/' 

In Slst Charles I.^ '^ unseemly words passed betwixt Mr. 
Green and Mr. Norgate, in heate of spirit^ at which the 
house were much offended ; they were censured to pay 20^. 
apiece^ according to ancient ordinances, and having laid down 
the fines, afterwards upon the submission, they had their 
monies again." 

It is pleasant to find, from entries like the following, that 
they were not unmindful of distress and misfortune. In S4th 
Henry VIII, we find that, " Forasmuch as Ralph Assheby, 
one of the 24, hath this year, by the visitation of God and 
chance of the sea, susteyned an extreme losse of his ship 
in Iselond: In consideration thereof, this present Assembly 
do grant that he the same Baff shall take all the profits of 
all the herings of his hosts now being coming in fishing, 
at any time within the space of three years next after this 
present day, to his own use, and the town to have no part 
of them. Provided always, that of all new hosts which the 
said Baff shall at any time hereafter reteyne and have within 
the said three years, the town to have the half according to 
the ordinances of the town." 

Standing in curioiis contrast, is the following Order of 
Assembly many years after, when war was being waged 
ostensibly for the preservation of the liberty of the nation. 
On the 80th November, 1648, " Mr. Bayliffs and the Justices 
shall take orders as they shall think fit for clearing the town 
of all roguish boys and girls, wenches and fellowes, that can- 
not be brought to any orderly course of life, by sending them 
away to the Bermoodies, or such other new plantations." 

They had gone to very arbitrary lengths some time before. 
At the Common Council, 5th May, 1633, ^'Itis agreed uppon 
and ordered, that the ordinance heretofore made that all the 
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Aldermen's Wyves shall were yelvett halts, shall from hense- 
forth be utterly frustrated, made yoyd, and revoked." 

I should think so. I dare say the Aldermen's wives had 
"frustrated" it long before. It was all very well to regulate 
their own costume, but what a piece of madness to attempt to 
order that of the ladies ! 

The state of public opinion at Yarmouth, prior to the 
rebellion, is weU known. There of course was a party in 
the town favourable to the King, but the large majority of 
the inhabitants and the most influential men of the place 
supported the opposite side. Their Recorder and represen- 
tative in Parliament at that time was Corbet, one of the 
Regicides; and on the 5th February, 1648, is the following 
entry in the Assembly Book : 

" Mr. Bailiffs acquainted the house that there was a Pro- 
clamation sent unto them from Mr. Corbett, forbidding any 
to proclaim Charles Stuart, Prince of Wales, or any other, 
to be King of this Realme ; and that there was another Acte 
sent them for altering the stiles of the Courts, both of which 
Actes were openly read at this Assembly." 

And from that time they went on under the new order of 
things very quietly. There was more attention to public 
praying and preaching than before; and at the commence- 
ment of the Assembly Book is a prayer read at that time, 
before the commencement of business by the Assembly, of 
considerable merit as a composition, but of enormous length. 

When Cromwell died, they hastened to tender allegiance 
to his son. At an Assembly on the 8th November, 1658, 
*^ These persons following are appointed to draw up a re- 
monstrance to his highness the Lord Protector, and alsoe 
of their owneing this present government in his hands, and 
shewing their readiness to submit to his government; vide- 
licet, the Justices, Mr. John Carter, Mr. William Burton, 
Mr. Isaac Preston, Mr. Thomas Bendish, Mr. John Alberton, 
Mr. William Emperor, Mr. James Symonds, Mr. Samuel 
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Shipdham^ Mr. Thomas Bright^ Mr. Samuel Bridgewell, 
and Mr. Huntingdon^ or any seaven of them, whereof Mr. 
Thomas Gooch^ Mr. Thomas Bendish^ Mr. Isaac Preston^ 
and Mr. Samuel Shipdham to be fower^ and to report the 
same to the house." 

The address was sent^ and matters went on much as usual 
until the Restoration. The behaviour of the Corporation 
of Yarmouth during the rebellion could not be overlooked, 
and a commission was issued in 166S^ for displacing and 
placing Aldermen and Common Council-men, when all those 
obnoxious to the new order of things, who had not already 
retired from it, were removed, and their places supplied by 
those whose loyalty was more to be depended on ; and I am 
surprised, the late Mr. Davey, who was so intimately ac- 
quainted with Yarmouth History, should have overlooked 
this fact, and have found it " difficult to conceive how, with 
any degree of sincerity, that body which could sanction the 
humiliating address to Richard Cromwell, printed by Swin* 
den, should so speedily forego their republican principles as 
to adopt the sycophantic adulations of royalty with which the 
speech (of the Recorder to the King in 1671) abounds."* 
The reason is patent: all the republicans were ejected in 1662, 
and therefore neither the Corporation, who received Charles 
with that magniloquent address, nor the old republicans of 
the town, are fairly open to the charge of hypocrisy. 

It will afford gratification to our Society to learn that the 
Corporation of Yarmouth have taken steps to preserve the 
valuable Collection of ItoUs, which, after several narrow es- 
capes from destruction, still exists ; and that they have placed 
the Town Records in the charge of a Committee of the 
Council, including two such weU-known archceologists as 
Mr. Charles Palmer and Mr. Francis Worship. 

• Vol. n., p. 76. 
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SIR EDWARD COKE & EDWARD LORD CROMWELL 

OOMHUNIOATBD BT 

G. A. CARTHEW, ESQ., F.S.A. 



I AM permitted by our noble Vice-president, Lord Sondes, 
to communicate to the Society the following original letters, 
selected from the muniment-room at Elmham, which, although 
containing no matter of historical importance, may be con- 
sidered of interest, in consequence of the great reputation of 
at least one of the correspondents. The subject of these 
letters may be better understood if I am allowed to introduce 
them by a few prefatory remarks. 

The Manor and Park of North Eknham, itself formerly a 
Bishop's See, continued a possession of the Bishops of Nor- 
wich until the 87th year of Henry VIII., when that rapa- 
cious Eling compelled Richard Nix, the blind Bishop, to give 
it him in exchange. He then granted it to his minister, 
Thomas Lord Cromwell, afterwards Earl of Essex, whose fate 
is well known. The forfeiture of this property, however, 
was not inyolved in his fall. It descended to Edward Lord 
Cromwell, his great grandson, in 1592. This latter nobleman, 
we are informed by Sir H. Spelman,* wasted his inheritance. 
Having probably become desperate, he was induced to join 
the then Earl of Essex, Robert Devereux, in his mad enter- 
prise to coerce the Queen, and was involyed in his friend's 

* "Rex acceptnm D. Cromwello contulit funestum donum." — "Securi 
enim hie adimitur, et effuso postea integro patrimonio, pronepoa ejus D. 
Coke ipBiun yenundayit, serumnazum satis ezin conscio." — Jcenia, 150. 
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ruin^ suffering in consequence the fine and imprisonment al- 
luded to in his letter subjoined. He had already incum- 
bered the Elmham estate to a great extent^ and on 21st Oct., 
1598^ entered into an agreement with Edward Coke^ of God- 
wicke, Esq.^ then the Queen's attorney general, for its abso- 
lute sale. His pressing difficulties are evident from the 
number of his applications for small sums of money, and 
authorizing payments to his creditors out of the purchase- 
money before the conveyance was finally completed. In the 
meantime his tenants at Elmham and Beteley took the advan- 
tage to commit trespasses and assert claims without right or 
title ; and particularly one Mr. Tavemer, a gentleman re- 
siding at Elmham, who appears all along to have had a spite 
against the Cromwell family, not only induced the copyhold 
tenants to make a false presentment of the customs of the 
manor, but, being himself a large copyhold tenant, pretended 
that his lands had been enfranchised, so that at the time of 
*'Mr. Attorney's" purchase Lord Cromwell was also involved 
in a multiplicity of law-suits. But when the great lawyer be- 
came lord and master at Elmham, the tables were turned. 
Mr. Taverner had consented to the submission of some points 
at issue to Sir Robert Houghton, a learned lawyer, afterwards 
a judge of the King's Bench, who decided against him. The 
first of the following letters was written upon a copy of Sir 
Robert's award, and mb in Coke's own hand-writing. The 
second was one addressed to Coke by the Lord Cromwell. 
Fac-similes are given of both signatures. 

G. A. C. 



1 Maij, 160L 

Mr. Taverner, — Seing you have bene heard at large 
before a grave and a learned man, who heard it by your owne 
consent, and have ordered it vnder his hande. If nowe you 
shall beginne to contende with me, (which never any man 
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yet did) and yet I challandg this to my selfe that never any 
man have done more for you than I have done^ then you shall 
give me leave to take such a course with you as by lawe I 
may doe, and then you will repent your self, and I shall gaine 
by it. Yet for that I cannot be psuaded you will deal so per- 
Tersly with me, I have sent this bearer, John Fumes and 
Kich Constable, my servants, to you for paym^ of the ar- 
rerages of Bents, for pformance of this pvrchas .... in all 
things, and for suffering my poore .... tenants to live in 
quiet. .... And if you shall refuse to this finall request, sure 
I am you shall repent it. 



^lM(3k 



M'. Attourney, 

I cannot but acknowledge y^ Queene's great favor & 
grace extended towards me in pdoninge myne offences, so 
rashly comitted against her, & am much bownd unto yo™ for 
yo^ readynes to pleasure me in theise tymes of my troubles. 
Noxon hath byn w^ me w*^ y' letter wherin yo" wryte vnto 
me to dischardge A judgement had against me by hjrm, 
whervnto y* lande yo" purchased of me is subject : for the 
dischardging wherof 1 am bownd to yo*^ both by law, and 
honor: It is not alltogether unknowne to yo^ what great 
chardges & losses I have had by theise my late troubles, be-* 
sydes y* fyne imposed on me, and other hynderances I am 
like to susteyne by reason of her Ma^^^* heavy countenance 
towardes me, and my confyned imprisonment, wherby I am not 
able to mannage myne ownc affaires for y^ suppliment of my 
p'sent necessity : All w®^ disables me y* dischardgeiug therof 
so speedely as I would. I have therfore taken this order w*^ 
noxon that if he will now lend me cc^ to supply my present 
wantes, he shall have y« money due as well vppon y* judge- 
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ment as y* said 2 hundred pownds repaid hyra, yppo" y^ first 
money shall be paid ynto me yppo*^ such surplisage as shall 
happen vppo" y* sale of y* lande I have morgaged vnto y^ 
Queene for her fyne jmposed on me, of w^^ course he well 
liketh and willingly would furnish me w*^ 2® ", if by yo" he 
might be assuered how such kynde of satisfaction might be 
made unto him : (Might I not further prevaile w^ yo^, as to 
sett down A course ynto hym, how of theise sumes he may 
be satisfied w^ p^ of y^ surplesage shall arise ynto me, 
wherby my needfull toume may now be releeyed). I should 
thinck my self much bownde ynto yo^, and rest ready to re- 
quite yo' kyndnesses shewed ynto me, as God shall enable 
me: Thus hoping of yo^ fayor herein, w^ my most harty 
comendacds comitt yo^ to God : This 2j August, 1601. 

Yo" most assueredly, to his power. 




rwrn^^^ 




Postscript. 

If I might fynde so much fayor of yo^ 
as to giye yo^ worde to Noxon y* such manner 
of satisfaction shall be made ynto hym as be- 
fore in my letter is expressed, yo* shall haye of 
me any warrant or assuerance yo^ cann deyise, 
for y* defaidting therof, yppo*^ such money as 
shall come ynto me for y^ Lande. 

To y* right worshipful myne es- 
peciall good £rend Edward 
Coke, esquire, her highnes at^ 
tourney generall. 
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OXBURGH HALL. 

BT 

THE REV. G. H. M'GILL. 



In ofiTering a few obseryatioss to the members of the 
Society, on the castellated hall of the Bedingfelds at Ox- 
burgh^ it is not to be expected that much new matter will be 
added to that already to be found in the county histories. A 
conspicuous structure of this character^ which has stood for 
more than 370 years^ complete as at present in its chief 
features, must necessarily have attracted the attention of 
older and abler historians, and formed a fitting subject for 
their investigation. Blomefield has justly assigned in his 
work a prominent place to the Bedingfeld family and their 
ancestral residence; the magnificent turretted gateway on 
the North side of which has been drawn and engraved by 
Pugin in the first volume of his Examples of Gothic Archi- 
tecture^ But still the subject has not been altogether ex- 
hausted^ and it is hoped that the following brief remarks 
may not be entirely devoid of interest to ^ome of those who 
delist in anything that tends to illustrate the story of 
edifices; such as this at Oxburgh confessedly is. 

The Parish, called in Domesday Book, " Oxenburgh,'* is 
a place of great antiquity, having fair pretensions to the 
dignity of a Roman station, coins and other reliques coeval 
with that period being foimd here. It was held by one of 
Cnute's chief leaders, Turketel the Dane, Earl of East 
Anglia, in the time of Edward the Confessor, a.d. 1041. 
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When William the Conqueror came to the throne, he gave 
the manor to Badulphus de Limesio, the son of his sister, 
with forty other manors in various counties. The size at 
that time was one mile long and half a mile broad, " habet in 
longo I. et dim. in lato." It paid lid, Danegelt, and was 
valued at 100«. per annum. 

After Radulphus de Limesio and his descendants, it came 
early in the reign of Edward I. to the Weylands, to one of 
whom, Nicholas de Weyland, Edward, in the 13th year of his 
reign, made the following grant of a market, on the 12th May, 
A. D. 1285. 

'^Edwardus Dei gratia Bex Anglise, Dominus Hibemise, 
Dux Aquitanse, Archiepiscopis, Episcopis, Abbatibus, Priori- 
bus, Comitibus, Baronibus, Justiciariis, vice Comitibus, Pre- 
positis, ministris et omnibus ballivis et fidelibus suis, salutem. 
Sciatis nos concessisse, et hac carta nostra confirmasse, dilecto 
et fideli nostro Nicholas de Weyland, quod ipse et heredes sui 
in perpetuum habeant unum mercatum singulis septimanis, 
per diem Veneris, apud Manerium suum de Sheppedene in 
comitatu Norfolcensi; et unam feriam ibidem, singulis annis, 
per octo dies duraturam, videlicet in vigilia, et in die, et in cras- 
tino festi Translationis Sancti Edwardi, et per quinque dies 
sequentes. Et unam aliam feriam, singulis annis, per duos 
dies duraturam, videlicet in vigilia, et in die Festi Assump- 
tionis beatsB Maris, apud manerium suum de Oxeburgh in 
comitatu predicto. Et unam aliam feriam similem ibidem, 
singulis annis, per octo dies duraturam, videlicet in vigilia, et 
in die, et in crastino festi Annunciationis beatse Marie, et per 
quinque dies sequentes. Nisi mercatum illud et feris ills 
sint ad nocumentum vicinorum mercatorum et vicinarum 
feriarum. Concessimus etiam prefato Nicholao, quod ipse et 
heredes sui in perpetuum habeant liberam Warennam in 
omnibus dominicis terris suis maneriorum predictorum, et 
in omnibus dominicis terris suis de Charffend et Westerfend 
in comitatu Suflfolcensi ; Dum tamen terras illse non sint intra 
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metas forest® nostrce. Ita quod nullus intret terras illas ad 
fagandum in eis^ yel ad aliqtdd capiendum^ quod ad Waren- 
nam pertineat^ sine licentia et yoluntate ipsius Nicholai vel 
heredum suorum^ super forrfituram nostram decern librarum. 
Quare Tolumus, et firmiter precipimus pro nobis et heredibus 
nostrisy quod predictus Nicholaus ct heredes sui in perpetuum 
habeant predicta mercatum et ferias apud maneria sua pre- 
dicta de Sbeppedene et Qxeburgh^ cum omnibus libertatibua 
et liberis consuetudinibus ad hujusmodi mercatum et ferias 
pertinentibus. Nisi mercatum illud et ferisB illse sint ad 
nocumentum vicinorum mercatorum et vicinorum feriarum. 
Et quod in perpetuum habeant liberam Warennam in omni- 
bus dominicis terris suis predictis. Dum tamen terrsB illse 
non sint intra metas forestse nostras. Ita quod nullus intret 
terras illas ad fugandum in eis, yel ad aliquid capiendum^ 
quod ad Warennam pertineat^ sine licentia et yoluntate ipsius 
Nicholai yel heredum suorum^ super forrfituram nostram 
decem librarum, sicut predictum est. Hiis testibus; yene- 
rabilibus Patribus Bathonensis et Wellensis et Dunelmensis 
episcopis. Edmundo fratre nostro. Edmundo Comite Cor- 
nubise. Gilberto de Clare Comite Gloucestrensi et Hert- 
fordensi. Kogero Bigod Comite Norfolcensi et Mariscallo 
AnglisB. Henrico de Lacy Comite Lincolnensi. Johanne de 
Warrenna Comite Surriensi. Johanne de Vesci, Reginaldo 
de Greiy Roberto filio Johannis et aliis. 

'^ Datum per manum nostram apud Westmonasterium duo- 
decimo die Maii anno regni nostri tertio decimo." 

It is worthy of obsenration that the names appended to 
this deed comprised those of the most eminent of the great 
barons of the period. " Edmund our Brother '* was the Earl 
of Lancaster, who married the Queen of Nayarre, and yan- 
quished the French at Bordeaux. Hume says that '' he was 
afterwards seized with a distemper, of which he died, at Bay- 
onne, in 1296," Roger Bigod was that Earl Marshal who 
refused to the king's face to lead the troops in Gascony. 

[vol IV.] T 
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John de Warenna with 12^000 soldiers took Dunbar Castle 
from the Scots^ and was made governor of Scotland. It was 
he who, on being required to show to the king's commissioners 
the title to his estates, drew his sword, and added that '' Wil- 
liam the Bastard had not conquered the kingdom for himself 
alone : his ancestor was a joint adventurer in the enterprise ; 
and he himself was determined to maintain what had from 
that period remained unquestioned in his family." The 
"Gilbert de Clare," Earl of Gloucester, was the greatest 
bai'on of the kingdom, having married the daughter of Ed- 
ward I. He had commanded a body of troops at the battle 
of Lewes, and taken Henry III. prisoner ; but afterwards 
had assisted Edward to escape from Simon de Montford, and 
stood, consequently, very high in the king's esteem. His son 
was killed at the battle of Bannockburn. Reginald de Grei 
was tutor to the Prince of Wales. Thus we have affixed to 
this ancient document the royal seal, still perfect, and the sig- 
natures of the greatest men of the age. 

After the Weylands, the Manor of Oxburgh descended by 
the female line to Sir Thomas Tudenham, about the year 
1427, the fifth year of Henry VI. This Sir Thomas was bom 
in 1399. The hundred of South Greenhoe was granted to 
him in the S3rd year of Henry Y I. ; and on his death, in 
1461, came to the Bedingfelds. Tudenham was beheaded on 
Tower Hill, February 22, 1461, on suspicion of having re- 
ceived letters from Margaret the wife of Henry VI. He was 
tried in. the Court of the Constable of England, to whom 
were given powers totally inconsistent with Magna Charta, 
and was condemned with Sir William Tyrrel and John 
Montgomery. John, Earl of Oxford, and Aubrey de Yere, 
his son, were found guilty by the same arbitrary martial 
courts and executed. The patent granted to the Earl of 
Rivers, quoted in Spelman's Glossary under the word ^' Con- 
stabularius," proves the unconstitutional character of the tri- 
bunal. The following clause will suffice : — 
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'^Et ulteiius^ de uberiori gratia nostra^ eidem comiti de 
Rivers plenam potestatem damus ad cognoscendum et procc- 
dendum^ in omnibus et singulis causis et negotiis^ de et super 
crimine Isesae majestatis^ seu super occasione cseterisqae causis 
quibuscunque^ per praefatum comitem de Kivers^ ut constabu- 
larium AnglisB^ quae in curia constabularii Anglie ab antique^ 
fiz. tempore dicti domini Gulielmi conquestoris^ seu aliquo 
tempore citra tractari audiri^ examinari, aut decidi consueye- 
rant, aut jure debuerant, aut debent, causasque et negotia 
prsedicta cum omnibus et singulis emergentibus, inddentibus 
et connexis, audiendum, examinandum, et fine debito termi- 
nandum, etiam summarie et de piano sine strepitu et figwra 
justiiitB, sola facti yeritate inspecta, ac etiam manu regia. si 
opportunam yisum fuerit eidem comiti de Bivers. vices nos- 
tras, appdkUione remota.** 

It is evident that such powers as these, confided to any in- 
dividual without appeal, are destructive of all true liber^. 
The office was abrogated by Henry VIII. Hume states that 
the lands and manors of Tudenham were forfeited to the 
crown ; Blomefield says that he left them to his sister Mar- 
garet, relict of EdmuQd Bedingfeld, Esq., of Bedingfeld in 
Suffolk. They may probably have been granted to her after 
the forfeiture, as the Yorkist party, who put Sir Thomas to 
death, very shortly after, with their King Edward IV., were 
expelled firom power by the Lancastrians. Be this as it may, 
the grandson of this Margaret, Edmund Bedingfeld, was the 
builder of the present hall at Oxburgh. Edward lY., who 
in the first year of his reign epicecuted the great uncle, in the 
last year of it, 148S, granted permission to the great nephew, 
Edmund Bedingfeld, Esq., not at that time " Sir Edmund," 
as stated by Blomefield, (though knighted the following year 
at the coronation of Richard III.) to build the walls, towers, 
&c. around his manor at Oxburgh, which at present exist. 
The following translation of this important deed may not be 
uninteresting : — 

T 2 



ji 



276 

" Edward, by the grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland, to all to whom these presents 
shall come, health. Know ye that we, regarding with our 
special favour the good and gratuitous services which our be- 
loved servant, Edmund Bedingfeld, Esq., has in various ways 
before these times performed for us, and every day ceases not 
deservedly to perform, have granted and given license, and 
by these presents do grant and give license, for us and our 
heirs, as far as in us lies, to the aforesaid Edmund, that he 
according to his own pleasure and will may build, make, and 
construct walls and towers, with stone, lime, and gravel, 

• 

around and below his manor of Oxburgh, in the county of 
Norfolk, and enclose that manor with walls and towers of this 
kind; also embattle, kernellate, and machecollate those walls 
and towers ; and that manor so enclosed and the walls and 
towers aforesaid so embattled, kernellated and machecoUated, 
built and constructed, he may hold for himself and his heirs 
for ever, without disturbance, force, molestation, impediment, 
or grudging from us or our heirs, or any other whatsoever. 
And, moreover, of our abundant grace, we have pardoned, 
remitted, and relaxed to the aforesaid Edmund all trans- 
gressions, offences, misprisions, and contempts of every kind 
by the same Edmund, on the occasion of the enclosing of the 
walls and towers aforesaid, so embattled, kernellated and 
machecollated, built and constructed in and above the manor 
aforesaid, before these times in any way done or perpetrated. 
And further, of our more abundant grace, we have granted 
and given license, and by these presents do grant and give 
license, for ourselves and our heirs aforesaid, to the aforesaid 
Edmund, that he and his heirs aforesaid for ever may have 
and hold one market each week, on Friday, in his town of 
Oxburgh aforesaid, to be held together with a Court of Pie- 
poudre, at the same place, by the seneschal of Edmund him- 
self and his heirs aforesaid, to be held while the same market 
continues ; with all the demands, profits, and amercements 
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belonging to a market and court of the kind, and with all the 
tolls, profits, and emoluments pertaining and belonging in any 
manner to a market of this sort; provided that the market 
may not be to the injury of the neighbouring markets. 
Wherefore we will and firmly command^ for us and our heirs 
aforesaid, that the aforesaid Edmund and his heirs aforesaid 
may have and hold the market and court aforesaid, and the 
other things allowed at his town aforesaid, in the form afore- 
said ; and with all the liberties and free customs belonging to 
a market and court of this kind ; provided that market be not 
to the injury of the neighbouring markets ; as is aforesaid, for 
ever. Because express mention concerning the true annual 
value of these permissions, or any of them, or other gifts or 
grants to the same Edmund made before these times by us, 
or made by these presents, does not exist ; any statute, act, or 
ordinance made, published, or commanded, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

* ''In witness whereof we have caused these our letters patent 
to be made, myself being witness at Westminster, the third 
day of July, in the twenty-second year of our reign." 

In the foregoing deed there are several expressions used^ 
of which the general reader may require an explanation. To 
" kemellate " or *' crenellate " (the more common form of the 
word) is to make loopholes or openings in walls, through 
which arrows or other missiles may be discharged. To 
'' machecoUate " is to set out the parapet on the top of a cas- 
tle on corbels, so as to project from the face of the wall, the 
intervals between the corbels being left open to allow of mis- 
siles being thrown on the heads of assailants. The gateway 
tower at Oxburgh affords perfect examples of both these de- 
fences. The Court of Pie-poudre — in the original, "pedis 
pulverizati " — is the most expeditious court of justice known 
in England. It is a court of record incident to all fairs and 
markets, and of which the Steward of the Manor is the 
judge. It was instituted to administer justice for all com- 
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mercial injuries done in that very fair or market, and not in 
any preceding one, so that the wrong must be done, com- 
plained of, heard, and determined within the compass of the 
same day, unless the fair continued for a longer time. The 
word itself in its literal meaning shows this, being Norman- 
French of Latin derivation, signifying " dusty feet." 

This important and interesting document, together with 
the earlier grant to the Tudenhams, was exhibited at the 
Lynn Meeting of the Society by Sir H. P. Bedingfeld^ the 
present representative of the family. With such a deed 
thus existing, in a perfect state of preservation, there cannot 
be the least doubt as to the date at which the hall was 
erected; and they who take an interest in architecture are 
fully aware of the great value of such evidence. For the 
architects of the middle ages introduced at such periods pe- 
culiarities so striking, that if the date of one specimen be 
correctly ascertained, it amounts to a moral certainty that 
other buildings having the like peculiarities are coeval with it. 

The building is surrounded by a moat, supplied from a 
rivulet which runs through it. This moat is about fifty feet 
broad, and can be filled to a depth of ten feet. A modem 
bridge of three arches crosses the moat to the entrance-tower 
on the North side. Formerly there was a drawbridge here ; 
but no remains of a portcullis or any other traces of it now 
exist. The form of the mansion was quadrangular ; not quite, 
but very nearly, square. The external appearance is very 
imposing ; the length from East to West being 174 feet, and 
from North to South, 171 feet. The entrance-tower is very 
massive and beautiful, being in a perfect state of preservation: 
it is built of brick, like the rest of the hall, and rises to a 
height of eighty feet, having two octangular turrets, one on 
either side of the archway. The inner court, round which 
the house is built, is 118 feet from North to South, and 
92 feet from East to West. Unfortunately, the great ban- 
quetting-room, which stood on the South side, and is spoken 
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of by Blomefield as one of the best old Gothic halls in 
England, was taken down in 1778, and has left a gap in 
the Southern side of the edifice much to be deplored. This 
room is stated by Pugin to have been " 56 feet long and 29 
broad, coyered with an arched roof of timber, and furnished 
with two oriels or bay windows at the upper end, and a 
screen at the lower, in the usual fashion of the dining halls 
of those times." In consequence of the remoyal of this and 
other rooms on the South side, the building now forms three 
sides of a quadrangle ; having on the North, the entrance- 
tower, the porter's lodge (which has a vaulted brick roof and 
loopholes, very curious), and a modernized dining room; 
on the West, the library and saloon, with its ante-room ; and 
on the East, the various offices attached to such a house. 

Over the gateway is the '^King's Boom," which will be 
found, next to the general external view of the hall, the part 
most interesting to the historian and the antiquary. Its size 
is about 33 feet long, by 20 feet broad. The walls are 
covered with beautifully-wrought tapestry of the time of 
Henry VII. The figures in the tapestry are particularly 
striking; and though the subjects are not capable of exact 
ascertainment, yet they well deserve a careful examination. 
In one compartment, the figures appear to be those of a 
king and an ecclesiastic, the latter in the act of blessing the 
former. The chief figure on the North side of the room 
is that of a lady surrounded by a group of persons. There 
is not any tradition in the family as to the meaning of these 
representations, though the tapestry itself, and the bed which 
is in the same room are heirlooms, and descend with the hall. 
It is stated that there is some tapestry of a similar character 
in the Town Hall at Coventry. The King's Room derives its 
appellation from the fact of its having been used as the 
sleeping-room of King Henry VII., when he was a guest 
at Oxburgh. This king paid a royal visit to Sir Edmund 
Bedingfeld, the builder of the hall, and for his eminent ser- 
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vices rewarded him with several valuable lordships in York- 
shire^ forfeited to the crown on the attainder of Lord LoveL 
Hume states that Henry VII., in the year 1487, " to gratify 
the people by an appearance of devotion, made a pilgrimage 
to our Lady of Walsingham, &mous for miracles, and there 
oflEered up prayers for success and for deliverance from his 
enemies:" success, that is, against Lambert Simnel and his 
followers, who were endeavouring at that time to seize the 
crown. It was very probably on this occasion that Henry 
visited Oxburgh, and granted the forfeited Lovel estates to 
its owner, Lovel having escaped into Flanders in 1486, the 
year immediately previous. Here then we have the identical 
room in which Henry VII. lodged in the latter part of the 
fifteenth century: its walls covered with the same tapestry, 
its general appearance the same. Well does Fugin denomi- 
nate it an '' interesting room." 

The coverlet and curtains of the bed are very curious. 
They are formed of green velvet and gold thread, and are 
covered with various devices : beasts and birds of all kinds, 
with the names to each, " a swalloe," " a leparde," " the'es- 
trich," for '' the ostrich," and so on. These devices are the 
joint productions of the unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots 
and the Countess of Shrewsbury, wife of her jailer, while she 
was in England. They bear the initials of the ill-fated queen, 
M. S., for Mary Stuart ; and the name of the Countess, with 
that of her husband, "George & Elizabeth Shrewesburye." 
It is not known when or how these curious relics came into 
their present place. Mary Queen of Scots was never at Ox- 
burgh, though Elizabeth, her cousin, the Queen of England, 
visited the hall, and lodged in the apartment immediately above 
the King's Boom. No surprise need be felt that such labours 
should have occupied some of the attention of one who, 
though only in her 45th year when she was put to death, 
had passed nineteen of those years in captivity in England, 
beside the period during which she was imprisoned in her 
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own dominions. Nor can we gaze upon a work which must 
have whiled away many days of her life^ without paying a 
tribute to the depth of her misfortunes^ or feeling a com- 
passionate regret for the cruel death which terminated her 
sorrows. The life of Mary Stuart was a signal instance of 
the vicissitudes attached to earthly greatness. A queen almost 
at her birth; at nineteen the widow of a French king, 
Francis II. ; the mother of the house of Stuart ; and in the 
prime of life the victim of the executioner. What a che- 
quered existence was that of this ill-fated queen ! 

The Countess of Shrewsbury, who assisted in the working 
of this coverlet and curtains at Oxburgh, was the daughter of 
Mr. Hardwicke, of Hardwicke in Derbyshire. She was a 
person of great energy of character, and was a great favourite 
with Mary, till jealousy of her husband, the Earl, from whom 
she afiterwards obtained a separation, estranged them from 
each other. This Elizabeth Hardwicke was married four 
times: first, to a Mr. Bailey; then to one of the Cavendishes; 
then to Sir William St. Lowe, and, lastly, to the Earl of 
Shrewsbury. She built Hardwicke Hall shortly after the 
execution of Mary, and also Chatsworth, the princely seat 
of the Duke of Devonshire. A prediction respecting her 
was to this effect : '^ that she would die as soon as she ecased 
to build ;" and so she continued building house after house, 
till at last she died in a long frost, when the builders were 
not able to continue their labours. 

There is little doubt but that the scandal told to Mary 
respecting Queen Elizabeth by this lady, and afterwards 
communicated to Elizabeth, was one of the causes which led 
to Mary's execution. Hume gives the details of this com- 
munication, vide note 4, I., p. 500. The letter was written 
by Mary just before the discovery of Babington's conspiracy, 
in which she was accused of being implicated; and it no 
doubt contributed to render the measures taken against her 
more rigorous than otherwise they might have been. 
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When Elizabeth, in 1578, made a progress into Norfolk, 
Oxburgh is stated to hare been one of the places visited by 
her. The route given in Blomefield is well known. She 
came from Mr. Sydney's, at Walsingham, to Sir Henry Bed- 
iDgfeld's, at Oxburgh, thence she proceeded to firadenham, 
to Wood Rising, and Kenynghall. The arms of the Beding- 
felds are among those of the noblemen and gentry who 
attended Queen Elizabeth in this progress. 

The next most interesting epoch in the history of Oxburgh 
is that of the Great Rebellion, when this and many other 
large and important estates were seized upon by the illegal 
rapacity of Cromwell and the Parliament which unscrupu- 
lously performed his bidding. Blomefield states that Oxburgh 
has been in the possession of the family for about 500 years 
without any alienation ; but, it is very evident, by the deed 
from which the following extracts are taken, that the learned 
and usually accurate historian was mistaken on this point 
Our Society is indebted to Sir H. P. Bedingfeld, the present 
Baronet, for the extracts which place this matter in its true 
light. 

" This Indenture made the 28rd day of October, in the 
year of our Lord, 165S, between William Skinner, Wm. 
Robinson, Sam. Cook, H. Sealy, Wm. Lister, A. Gamwell, 
Esquires, surviving trustees, nominated and appointed in 
and by an Act of Parliament, entitled ' An Act for the Sale 
of several Lands and Estates forfeited to the Commonwealth 
for Treason,' and M. Valentine, Esq., one other of the trus- 
tees for the sale of the said lands, appointed by another Act 
of Parliament in that behalf, on the one part ; and William 
Holcroft, of Lowleighton, in the county of Essex, Grent, 
and JeoflEry Northleigh, of London, Esq., of the other part, 
witnesseth; that the said Wm. Skinner, Bobinson, &c. &c., 
who, or any five of whom, are by the said acts authorized 
and empowered to treat, contract, and make sale of the said 
estates, in such sort as in the said acts is mentioned. In 
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obedience to the said act, and by virtue thereof, and in ex- 
ecution of the power and trust thereby committed to them, 
the said W. Skinner, &c., &c., aforesaid, and for and in con- 
sideration of the sum of £9977. 18s, S^d., of lawful money, 
have granted, bargained, sold, assigned, and confirmed, and 
by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, assign, and confirm 
unto the said William Holcroft and Jeoffry Northleigh, their 
heirs and assigns, all that the manor of Oxburgh, with all 
and singular the rights, members, and appurtenances thereof, 
lying in the county of Norfolk, and also all that capital 
messuage, or manor house, with the appurtenances, situate 
and being in the parish of Oxburgh, being large, square, 
and moated about ; one wash-house, one slaughter-house, one 
bake-house, one brew-house, and one malting-house, with a 
kiln thereunto, being all under one roof, one large stable 
haying several divisions, with a granary over the same,'' 
&c. &c. 

The deed then describes all the lands in the parishes of 
Oxburgh, Caldecot, Shingham, Hugelford, Swanton Morley, 
Necton, Cley, Pickenham, Igburgh, Ashill, &c., &c., and 
winds up thus : 

'^ And also all houses, out-houses, edifices, buildings, bams, 
stables, orchards, gardens, court-yards, ways, roads, water- 
courses, miUs, woods, underwoods, timber trees, waste grounds, 
commons of pasture and turberie, liberties, privileges, im- 
munities, profits, emoluments, and hereditaments whatsoever ; 
and also all the estate, right, title, interest, freehold possession, 
claims or demands whatsoever of them the said W. Skinner, 
Bobinson, Cook, &c., &c«, of, in, and to the above bargained 
premises, and every or any part thereof; which said premises 
with the appurtenances were late parcel of the freehold and 
possessions of Sir H. Bedingfeld, one of the persons in the 
said act named, whose estate has been and is hereby adjudged 
and declared to be justly forfeited by him for his treason 
against the parliament and people of England." 
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The glebe and tithes are then excepted from the sale. 

The deed then ^'conveys all the above-mentioned lands^ 
houses^ &c.^ to William Holcroft and Jeofiry Northleigh, 
their heirs and assigns, for and during the term of the na- 
tural life of Sir H. Bedingfeld, free from all incumbrances, 
demands, &c., save and except an annuity of £550., to be 
paid to Thomas Bedingfeld, son of Sir H. Bedingfeld, during 
the term of the natural life of his father, which annuity is 
hereby settled upon the manor of Necton and the lands 
thereunto belonging." 

Here follow the signatures of the Commissioners. 

The above quotations require no comment. They show 
incontestably that the ancient family were driven from their 
house and suffered the loss of all their vast possessions in con* 
sequence of their loyalty to the martyred King of England. 

At the Restoration, Oxburgh and some other portions of 
their numerous manors were re-purchased by the surviving 
branches of the Bedingfelds, and have continued in the 
family to the present time. The East wing of the hall was 
very much injured by fire, but the date of the occurrence 
is not accurately ascertained. 

The following list of Papers in Sir H. P. Bedingfeld's 
collection may not be unacceptable to the Members of the 
Society, as they refer to one of the most important eras of 
English History, and would be a valuable contribution to 
the County Becords, if their owner, who has kindly fur- 
nished the list, would at some future time allow them to be 
published in full in the Transactions of the Society. 
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LIST OF PAPERS IN SIR H. BBDINGFELD's COLLECTION. 

Letter from Henry VIII. to Grace Lady Bedingfeld con- 
cerning the burial of Catharine of Arragon^ in which he 
speaks of her as his dear sister^ the widow of his brother^ 
Prince Arthur. 

Foundation of the Chauntry at Oxburgh. 

Queen Mary's Warrant, creating Sir H. Bedingfeld Governor 
of the Tower. 

Letter from Queen Mary to Sir H. B., with Seal perfect. 

Order signed by Philip and Mary to Sir H. B. and others to 
erect beacons, and fortify the Coast of Norfolk against 
the attack of the French. 

List of the Names of such of the County of Norfolk as lent 
money to Queen Mary, and the amounts lent by each. 

Letter to Sir H. B. from Queen Elizabeth, dated " Oxford." 

Queen Elizabeth's Progress into Norfolk, ''the original of the 
paper in Blomefield." 

A Bill of the Arms and Weapons in the armoury at Oxburgh. 
(No date.) 

Proclamation of Queen Mary from Kenninghall, with her 
signature. 

Order signed by Philip and Mary for Sir H. B. and others to 
appear at Ipswich with their retainers, on a given day, to 
embark for the French wars. 

Prayer for Queen Mary, by the Bishop of London. 

Two Letters to the unfortunate Earl of Surrey from Wm. 
Paget. 

About fifty letters from the Privy Council to Sir H. B. whilst 
Governor of the Tower, on various matters: amongst 
others, as to the putting to the torture, the execution, 
and reprieve of different political prisoners. 
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ON THE RIGHT OF WARDSHIP 



AMD THB 



CESEMONT OF HOMAGE & FEALTY IN TEE FEUDAL TIMES. 

G. A. CARTHEW, ESQ., F.8.A. 



I some time since read before the Committee two or three 
excerpts from an old Court Book of the Manor of Bowdham 
in Shropham Hundred^ and was requested to give the Society 
a copy of them as illustrative of the manners and customs of 
the period. With this request I have now the pleasure to 
comply^ with the addition of a few prefatory observations. 

It is well known to all who have any acquaintance with 
our early institutions, that before the Great Rebellion all the 
land in this country was parcel of some manor, and that the 
greater part of it was held by military tenure or knight-ser- 
vice, either of the crown or of some intermediate tenant who 
held of the crown. Each successive holder of such lands was 
bound to take an oath of fealty or profession of faith to his 
superior lord, and also to perform homage, a ceremony which 
Blackstone describes as '^ openly and humbly kneeling, being 
ungirt, uncovered, and holding up his hands both together 
between those of the lord, who sate before him, and then 
professing that he did become his man from that day forth 
of life and limb and worldly honour," and then he received 
a kiss from the lord. Such tenant was also bound, in recom- 
pense for the land he held, not only to attend his lord to 
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the fields accompanied by a force commensurate with the 
extent of his holding, but in time of peace to do suit at his 
court : if a tenant of the king, to attend his High Court of 
Parliament; if of a subject, to attend his Court Baron or 
Manor Court. Besides other burthens to which this tenure 
was subject, were what were called Belief a^ which were fines 
payable to the lord by an heir on taking up the land after the 
death of the last tenant. This, however, was not payable 
unless and imtil the heir was of full age. If he were under 
age, the lord was entitled to his guardianship or wardship, 
which consisted in having the custody of the body and lands 
for his own profit during the minority, and not only that, but 
the right of disposing of him in marriage. This perquisite 
was made a source of great profit, as the lord was at liberty 
to sell the marriage of his ward. The custom is very happily 
referred to by our learned Vice-president, Mr. Turner, in a 
late number of our Papers* in allusion to the expression of 
buying a ward for her son, contained in Margaret Paston's 
will. When the heir came of full age he was obliged, if his 
lands were of sufiicient extent and held of the king, to take 
upon himself the honour of knighthood, and in no case was 
he entitled to have possession or livery of his patrimony until 
he had taken the Oath of Fealty, performed his homage, and 
paid his fine or relief. These consequences form the subject 
of the present communication. 

The Manor of Kowdham was part of the possessions of 
the Priory of Westacre ; and in the 86th Henry VI. I find 
that the demesne lands, with all the rents and services (from 
which wardships and marriages and the advowson of the 
church were expressly excepted), were held under lease from 
the prior for the term of five years, by one William Payne, 
at the annual rent of £8. 10«. This William Payne held a 
considerable freehold estate of this manor by the tenure of 
knight-service. His death was found in the 7th Edward IV., 

• Vol. m., p. 171, n. 66. 
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and William Fayne^ his eldest son and next heir also dying, 
was succeeded by Peter Payne, the next son, whose death 
was also found in the SOth Henry VII. In that year, it is 
recorded in Latin on the Court Rolls, that William Payne, 
son and heir of Peter Payne, attended a court held at Bowd- 
ham on Friday next after the Feast of St. Edmund the 
Martyr (Nov. 20, 1505), in his own proper person, before 
Mr. Thomas Gierke, Prior of Westacre, the lord of the 
manor. Will. Syre, the steward of the manor, and the tenants 
there, and acknowledged to hold of the Lord Prior certain 
freehold messuages, lands, &c., by knight-service. 

In a subsequent entry it is mentioned that William Payne 
died in the 2nd Henry VIII., and that he held on the day 
of his death divers freehold lands and tenements by knight- 
service of that manor, and that John Payne, his eldest son 
and next heir, was of the age of four years and upwards, and 
the lord being then and there present, took the said John 
Payne as his ward, &c. 

John Payne attained his age of twenty-one years some- 
time in the 19th year of Henry VIII., and appears to 
have considered that he was entitled to the possession of 
his estates without the necessity of complying with the 
legal requisites, and that he was justified in using forcible 
means; for at a court held on Saturday, on the Feast of 
St. Edmund, King and Martyr, in the 22nd year of that 
monarch, a presentment was made by the jurors there that, 
on a certain day, which is illegible, John Parishe, William 
Whitlow, John Cok, John Wetyng, John Watts, Thomas 
Lely, Thomas Chamber, being copyhold tenants of the manor, 
together with Lawrence Gascony, and other evil-doers and 
disturbers of the peace of our Lord the King, with force 
and arms, viz., (bactdts, gladiis, fustibus, 8f le pycheforks^ 
with sticks, swords, clubs, and pitchforks, the house and 
freesoil of the lord of this manor .... broke and entered ; 
viz., upon a garden (prtum) of the lord of the said manor 
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in Sauffdham, and a seal (ceram) upon the door of the said 
house affixed; under pretext whereof, John Payne, Gent., 
together with Thomas Bell, were put in possession in the 
said manor, yiz., in one granary (pred) of the said manor. 
And, moreover, that by the aiding and abetting {9uppwiaco*em 
et comfortaco^em) of the said John, Will., John, John, John, 
Thos. and Thos. Chamber, and Lawrence Gascony and others, 
these same John Payne and Tho. Bell made assault and a&ay 
upon William Wyngfield, Prior of Westacre, lord of that 
manor, and with a sword held in the hand of the said John 
Payne then and there struck the said Prior, so that his life 
and mutilation of his limbs were almost despaired of, and 
others, servants of the said Prior, of their lives then and 
there were likewise despaired of, against the peace of our 
Lord the King, and to the bad example of others, &c. 

The same presentment was made at two subsequent courts ; 
but afterwards, at a court held for the purpose in the 25th 
year of the same reign, John Payne, having been better ad- 
vised, appeared and did his homage. A cotemporary minute, 
in English, descriptive of these transactions, is written in the 
Court Book, transcribed literatim as follows :— 

** Fyrst yt ys to be knowen, y* ye Pryowre & covent of 
Westakere had a lordshyp in Bowdhm, & therto apper- 
teynyd a coorte w^ dyvers tenaunts, both fre & copy, and 
also y* patronage & parsonage impropryed, & also y* gefte 
of y* vykerage ; Also y* seyd pryoure & covent had ther 
dyvers aryable lends w^ a sheeps coors. Second, yt ys to be 
knowne, y* y* howse callyd Paynce, w* y* londs ther to 
pteynyng in Bowdhm holdyth of y* seyd Westaker Maner, 
& y^ be Knyghts s'rvece, as ytt aperyth both by sealyd 
evydence & also by coorte rowles; and in y^ thryde yere 
of Kynge Henry y* viij*, on ... . Payn depted, and lefte 
hys Sonne, a yonge chyld in ye cradyll, whych was ye last 
Payn, & y* yonge chyld was takyne ward, and so by y« 
Pryours sVants & hys noors browhgt to Westaker, and ther 

[vol. IV.] IT 
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'W'W kepyd in y« Deyhouse* sztene weeksj tyll hys mothet 
came & bowght hys nonage & hys maryage of y^ pryoure and 
covent of Westakere, ye pryour then beinge callyd Mast Thorn 
Clerk^ bachelor in Devynyte ; and when y* seyd yonge 
Payne was come to hys full age, and hys mother y" wyffe 
of S' Wyllm Penyg, Knyghte, deptyd, y* seyd yong Payne 
at y* entrynge of hys londs, denyed hys feawte and omage 
& paying of hys Knyghts ffee, wherypon by lemyd councell^ 
on Mast Wyngfylde then being Pryoure of Westaker, & 
John Clere, Sellerere, & Ambrose Potter then being Stewardj 
kepyd a sett coorte for y* same purpose, & ther y® omage by 
y* Records of y* lord's evydence, y* coorte rowles, & ther 
owne knolege, fownde be verdyct y' y* seyd payne held 
al y* he had in Bowdhm be feawte, omage, & knyghts 
srvece, of y* lordshepe of Westaker ; & then y* seyd Payne 
came to y* seyd coorte, w^ spoors on hys heels, & kneelyng, 
layd hys hands betwexct y* hands of y* pryour & prayd 
to be admyttyd his Tenant, and knolegyd y^ he helde of 
Westakere manere by y^ omage of Knyghts s'rrece, & so 
agreede to pay y* fiyne theroff, a hundred ;t and so he 
was admyttyd for a tenaunte, wher) yf he had denyed, so 
be lemyd councell, al y^ he held in Bowdhm had been seased 
at y^ same coorte to y' pryowre of Westaker, then lord 
of manen" 

It would appear from Blomefield, that the mother of John 
Payne, after her widowhood, first became the wife of Wil- 
liam Rammesbury, Esq., who died in 1515, haying giren to 
Elizabeth his wife the wardship of John Payne her son and 
Catherine Payne her daughter, which he lately bought of 
Thomas Clerk, Prior of Westacre. In 1526 I find from the 
Court Bolls that she was the wife of Sir William Penyngton. 

* The dairy-House, probably the dwelling-house of the Deye or farm 
serrant, who had the charge of the dairy belonging to the monastery. 
'. t Poundsi marks, or shilUnga } 
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I do not learn the family name of the lady whom she selected 
for her son's wife^ and he did not survive many years ; as, at 
a court holden as usual on St. Edmund's day in 1537, his 
death was presented by the homage; also that he held by 
knight-service; that his annual rent was 28^., IJ lb. of pepper^ 
and 8 lbs. of cummin; and that Alice, late wife of John Fayn, 
held, together with her late husband, an estate in the lands 
for her life, and she had tiU the next court given her to 
exhibit her feofiment. The homage also said that John died 
without heirs of his body. 

There was another manor in Rowdham, called Newhall 
alias Trussebutts, whereof the Paynes had the lordship ; and 
the Court Books of this manor show that Alice, the widow 
of John, re-married one Dereslie, and that on her death, SSrd 
Eliz., Katherine^ the only sister and heir of John^ then the 
widow of Brian Holland, Esq., ancestor of the Hollands of 
Quidenham^ succeeded to the inheritance. 
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INDEX TO THE HARLEIAN MS, 

Cod. 1109. 

(Contmued from Vol. IIL| p. 61.) 



NORFOLK FAMILIES ENTITLED TO BEAR ARMS. 



Dawbeny Fol, 1, 12 

Dalton 2 

Druell 2 
Dengaine 2, 4, 7> 9 

Dagworth 3, 6 
Downea 3, 4, 14 

Derlington 4 

Denaon 4 

Dereham 6, 14 

Danver 6 

Danyet 6 

Drewe 6 

Druwaxde 6 

Delahall 6 

Dianey 6 

DaviUeiB 6 

Dayy 7 

De la rockley 7 

Duck 8 

Dodge 8, 12 

Damme 8 

Daventre 8 

Deimy 10 

DaveB 11 

Dethick 12 

Dyxme 13 

Dixe 13 

Dniry 13 

Dade 13 



Doggett 


15 


Fincham 


6 


Digby 


15 


FiUlewea 


6 


Dixon 


16 


Flicham 


5 


Doyington 


17 


Fenner 


7 






Freeman 


7 


TOfnan 


1 


Freake 


7 


Ellis 


3 


Fitaoatee 


7 


Erpingham 


3,6 


Flint 


8 


Ellingham 


*,6 


Flowerdew 


9 


Everard 6, 


10,10 






El wine 


5 


Giga 


1 


Elawicke 


6 


Gawdy 


1,10 


Ennmgland 


8 


Gerbridge, 2, 


3, 7, 15 


Enainge 


14 


Gooeae 


2,10 






Gynny 


8 


Felbrigg 


2 


Goldingham 


4.11 


Froxmer 


2 


GawaeU 


4,6,9 


Fountayne 


2.14 


Goldaton 


4 


Falstolphe 


2,7 


Godaalye 


4 


Filby 


3 


Giaainge 


4 


Fulmeraton 


8 


Graye 4 


^, 10, 18 


Fitawith 


3 


GiUera 


6 


Francya 


4 


Goddarde 


5 


Folmai 


4 


GoldweU 


5.7 


Farly 


4 


Ghreenwaye 


7 


Fitzosbert 


4,7 


Ghranson 


8 


Fitiwater 


4,7 


Griae 


9 


Fitsrafe 


4,5 


Guxney 


2,10 


Fonles 


5 


Greene 


10,11 
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GiUet 


10 


Hawe 


13 


Linsey 


16 


Gaflcoigne 


12 


Hanrye 


14 


Layer 


9 


Gresham 


15 


Hunt 


14 


London 


17 


Gibson 


9 


Hart 


14 


Loyeday 


9 


Gleane 


17 


Hillary 


15 






Gross 


17 


Hewar 


16 


Morley 


1 


Groyn 


17 


Hanam 


17,8 


Mawtby 


2 


Godbolte 


18 


Hollis 


17 


Meares 


2 






Herbome 


9 


Mortimer 


4 


Horell 


1 


Hyne 


17 


Mounserope 


3 


Hare 


1, 5, 16 






MarteU 


3 


Heydon 


2,13 


^ Inglethorpe 


1.5 


Molton 


4 


Hoo 


2, 6, 11 


Jermy 


1, 4, 11 


ICaninge 


4 


Holdiche 


2, 4, 13 


Ingloise 


3 


Moundford 


5, 11 


Holkham 


2 


Ingham 


4,8 


More 5 


,8,12 


Herwaxde 


3,8 


Joyner 


6 


Malreyers 


6 


Heron 


8 


Imingland 


7 


Martin 


7 


Horseman 


3 


Jemegan 


7 


Mowbray 


8 


HetherseU 


3 


Jenkinson 


11 


Mayhew 


9 


Haoon 


3 


Jenny 


12 


Moigne 


9 


Hazseck 


3,6,8 


Jeningson 


12 


Metholde 


11 


Honinge 


3 






Mountney 


12 


Hicklinge 


4 


Kerdiston 


2 


Morgan 


12 


Hogan 


4,16 


Knolls 


5, 7, 15 


Mansier 


12 


Herigham 


4 


Kempe 


8,10 


Marshall 


14 


Holtoft 


6 


Kene 


4 


Markham 


15 


Hnnston 


6 


Kniyett 


13,16 


Mingay 


17 


Huntly 


6 


Kerrile 


14,16 


Mountgomeiy 


17 


Holbeck 


6 






Marsham 


16 


Hainan 


6 


Lovell 


1, 4, 13 






Harcoorte 


6 


Leventhorpe 


2 


Norwich 


3 


Hemnall 


6 


Lane 


2 


Koone 


8.7 


Hollet 


7 


Lamkin 


3 


Karbourowe 


5 


Hassett 


7,11 


Lomner 


3, 8, 12 


Nicholla 5, 


11, 14 


1 Hallaway 


8 


Lesingham 


6 


Kanton 


6 


Heath 


14,8 


Lyhart 


6 


Norman 


6 


Hampton 


8 


Loudham 


7 


Nortost 


9 


Hughes 


8 


Lancaster 


8 


Kowell 


17 


Hartstonge 


10 


'Lamerton 


8 


Norris 




Holland 


10 


Leighton 


12 






1 Hokenell 


10 


Lingehooke 


14 


Ormesby 


3 


Heneage 


11 


Lad 


15 


Opsall 


3 


Honypot 


11 


Linne 


15 


Osboume 


9,17 


Hobart 


12 


Let 


15 
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I^mot 


2 


Richers 


10 


Sydny 


12 


Payne 2, 


10,18 


Rous 


10 


Stathowe 


12 


PhiUippt 


2 


Roper 


12 


StnteTiie 


13 


Pagrave, 2, 7, 


11,15 


Reade 


18, 15 


Seafould 


15 


Payton 




Restwoulde 


14 


Stanley 


16 


Poyarde 




Russell 


15 


Stubbs 


9 


Pratt 




Rant 


17 






Pike 


«,7 






Thorpe 


1.8 


Paynell 




Shelton 


1 


Tops 


1 


Pigot 




Spilman 1, 


12,17 


Thurle 


2 


Pope 


6 


Scales 


1,6 


Tindall 2, 5. 


7.13 


Poole 


6 


Sendow 


1 


Tempest 


2 


Plumpttede 


7,16 


Sholdham 


2 


Taverham 


2 


Platter 


7 


St. Omer 


2.8 


Tirrell 


3,8 


PhiUppa 


8 


Shardelow 


2.10 


Tremayne 


3 


Plays 


8 


Smalpeece 


2, 15 


Tills 


4 


Pellham 


8 


Salabury 


3 


Tatsall 


4,6 


Pever 


8 


Sneck 


3 


Talboth 


5 


Parker 


10 


Somerton 


3 


Tudenham 


5 


PickereU 


11 


Shamboume 


3,6 


Taye 


5 


Pepifl 


12 


Stranges 


3,14 


Tendering 


5 


Paris 


13 


Spencer 4 


. 5, 10 


Tooly 


6 


Pelburgh 


U 


St. Rennets 


4 


Thwaites 


8 


Peirce 


16 


Stanbow 


4,6 


Tetley 


8.14 


Pigeon 


16 


Shariugton 


4 


Towne 


9 


Paston 


16 


Sotherton 


4,9 


Turner 


9, 10 






Stapleton 


6 


Teobalde 


10 


Quaplod, fride Bacon 


Smyth 6, 11, 


12,14 


Throgmorton 


10 


Qoitwell, vide Crofts 


Sothwell 


6,17 


Thetforde 


11 




11 


Swilington 


7 


Thomage 


12 






Scarlett 


7 


Thumblethorpe 


14 


Reymes 


2,8,5 


Sidnor 


7 


Topoliff 


14 


Beps 


2, 5, U 


Spany 


7.11 


Talbot 


14 


»»gg 


2,10 


Stodhouse 


7 


Tolwine 


15 


Rudham 


8,4,5 


Shimplinge 


7 


Tichbome 


16 


Ratcliff 


8 


St. Clow 


8 


Tounsend 


16 


Bockley 


8 


Sackforde 


8 


Townly 


18 


Boos 


4 


Sterne 


8, 18 






Rocharde 


5 


Symondes 8, 


16,15 


VindAll 


3 


Randes 


5,8 


Smalburgh 


8 


Violet 


9 


Roseling 


5,8 


Singleton 


10 






Risely 


6 


Sibthorpe 


10 


Wyne 


16 


Rookwood 


7,18 


Styward 


10 


Walpoole 


11,15 


Royes 


7 


Sibsey 


11 


WingfeUde 


11 
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Whipple 


10 


W henburowe 


4 


Wetherby 


2 


Wanton 


9 


Wodehouse 


4, 9, 11 


Warren 


8,8 


Wdton 


8 


Wigmore 


4 


Whitby 


3 


Wallinhe 8, 


13,14 


Windeham 


4, 16 


Wolsey 


3 


Wakering 


7 


Wren 


4 


Waller 


3 


WritteU 


7 


Waldegrave 


3 


WUby 


7 


Whitwell 


6 


Westedes 


3 


Wilkinson 


11 


Wollmon 


6 


White 


1,2,8 


WheaUy 


12 


Wibton 


6 


Wooton 


1 


Ward 


9 


Walsham 


6 


VValcott 


2 




1 


Whitinge 


5 


Wichingham 


2 


Varmouth 


2,8 


Wroth 


5 


Wooda 


2,3,4 


YeWerton 


T.17 


Walkfare 


4 


Wayte 


2,10 






Wachesham 


4 


Winter 


2, 16 







The foregoing List is a continuation of the Index made 
by the Rev. B. Hart to a portion of the Harleian MS. 1109, 
and published in our Society's third volume. Mr. Hart 
having been unable to continue the Index further than to 
the end of letter C, it was thought desirable to complete it ; 
aaid the result is now produced. The Catalogue may not 
be considered a perfect one of all Norfolk families entitled 
to bear arms, nor does it appear to be, in every respect, 
confined to the county exclusively ; but it is nevertheless a 
document of interest and value, as a collection of the arms 
borne by persons in if not of the county at a particular time, 
and probably as complete as the resources of the original 
compiler could make it. It may be as well to observe that 
the MS. is not one of those referred to by Mr. Sims, in his 
Index to the Herald^s Visitations, 8fc,, in the British Museum, 



C. R. M. 
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REMARKS ON SOME 

IN THE NEIGHBOUKHOOD OF NORTH WALSHAM, 

ViBiTBD BT THB Sooutt Jult 19 ft 20, 1864. 

OOKMnmOATIO BT 

THE REV. C. R. MANNING, M. A., Hon. Sbc. 



The churches bordering on the coast of Norfolk have long 
been celebrated for their noble dimensions, the beauty of their 
architecture^ and the richness of their internal fittings. Some 
of these were inspected by the Society during its recent ex- 
cursion in the neighbourhood of North Walsham ; and it is 
now proposed to throw together, by way of record and illus- 
tration, a few of the more remarkable objects of interest then 
examined. Omitting all notice of the principal attraction on 
the Society's route — ^the yenerable walls of Bromholm, which 
deserre and have obtained a separate Paper — the following 
remarks will be confined to some examples of church archi- 
tecture, furniture, and detail, which were thought worthy of 
observation. 

The first church in the order of the excursion, and one of 
the best in the district, is Trunch. This beautiful building 
is tolerably well known by means of several architectural 
publications of late years. A plan and an interior view are 
given in Brandon's Parish Churches, and the nave-roof has 
been lithographed to illustrate a Paper by Mr. Glutton in 
Weale's Quarterly Papers on Architecture. There is much. 



THE BAPTISTRY. TRUNCH CHURCH NORFOLK. 
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however^ In the church which deserres still further publica- 
tion, and of which it falls within the province; of a society such 
as our own to furnish information to its members. A very 
rare and elaborate piece of church-furniture, the " Baptis- 
tery,** or self-supporting Font-cover, which attracted so much 
attention on the spot, is now illustrated for the first time, and 
by the kind liberality of Mr. C. Muskett, the engraving is 
presented to this volume. It is very richly carved in oak, 
and was formerly ornamented with colour and gilding; and 
is, in £Gict, a cover, not resting on the font itself, in the usual 
way, but supported by slender wooden pillars outside the 
font, and so forming a hexagonal inclosure, beneath which 
the baptismal service may be administered. This form of 
cover is extremely rare, and indeed appears to be, with one 
exception, a rather extragavant fashion, which prevailed only 
at the decline of architecture, and is seen again in a more 
debased style after the Reformation, as at St. Peter's Man- 
croft, in Norwich. There are other instances of wooden 
cases covering fonts, as at Littlebury and Thaxted, in Essex, 
and Newington, in Kent; but these are fitted to the shape 
of the font, which itself is concealed, and not admitting of a 
passage between the sides of the case and the font, as in this 
instance. The exception alluded to is the fine baptistery at 
Luton, Bedfordshire,* which is of the Decorated style, but 
is a construction of stone. The present example, which is 
of Late Perpendicular date, is almost too minutely orna- 
mented for an exact description. It rests on six small shafts 
or pillars of square form, each having buttresses, and carved, 
in their whole height, with twisted foliage rising out of a 
vase, formerly gilded, and terminating in animals' heads. 
These support a hexagonal top, each side of which is cano- 
pied, and had originally some further decorations — traces of 
the Crucifixion, with St. Mary and St. John, being visible ^ 
on two of the sides. The ground of these was alternately 

• EogiaTod in Lysons's Magna BrUannia: " Bedfordflhire." 
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red and green. Above this is a crocketed canopy, from 
which the finial is lost. The font itself appears to be of the 
Late Decorated period, of the same age as the aisle windows^ 
about 1350^ the sides being panelled with tracery; and it is 
probable that it had at first a cover of the same date and of 
plainer character, for which the present one was substituted 
early in the sixteenth century, being perhaps a donation from 
one of the benefactors who are recorded on another fine piece 
of wood-carving remaining in the church, and which also 
deserves a brief notice here. This is the Chancel Screen, 
not the. least beautiful of the numerous ones for which the 
North-east portion of Norfolk is famous. The lower panels 
have paintings of twelve Apostles, with their usual emblems^ 
St. Matthias being omitted and St. Paul taking his place. 
The figure of St. Peter, which is the first on the North side^ 
has, in addition to the keys, an open book, on which is writ- 
ten, " Credo in Deum onmipotentem." Above these panels 
is a highly elaborate cornice, having scrolls intertwined with 
foliage, on which is carved a prayer for the donors and a 
doxology — an amplification of that in the seventh chapter 
of the Book of Revelation. A small portion of it has been 
published in Brandon's Analysis of Gothic Architecture, 
Beginning at the North end, the inscription is as follows: 
''Orate pro animabus omnium benefactorum istius operis, 
quod factum fuit anno domini millesimo quingentesimo se* 
cundo, quorum animabus propicietur Deus: ita sit." On 
the South side: ''Gloria, laus, honor, virtus, et potestas, 
atque jubilatio, graciarum accio, amor indeficiens, per in- 
finitum, seeculorum soecula: Amen, dicunt omnia." The 
date of this beautiful screen is thus fixed at the year 1502. 
The upper part consists of six arches and the doorway, filled 
with tracery. The Pulpit, which now hides part of the 
screen, is doubtless of the same date, but unfortunately 
painted slate-colour. Its sides are carved with the linen 
pattern ; it rests on a shaft with a capital ; and it has a por- 
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tdon of a canopy at the back, rising from the ground, with 
the springers only of the groined head Btill remaining.* A 
remarkable feature in the chancel of this church is the Porch- 
hutiresa over the priest's door on the South side. The door- 
way is Decorated, and the shallow porch enclosing it rises 
up into a buttress above. The accompanying wood-cut, also 



engraved in the Analysis of OolAtc Architecture, displays 
the arrangement. Mr. Brandon, in his Parish Churches, 
explains the peculiarity in the following manner : " This ar- 
rangement was probably had recourse to after the construc- 
tion of the priest's doorway, which is Decorated, to resist 
an apprehended spreading of the walls in that spot, and is 
a remarkable instance of the simple yet elegant manner in 
which the ancient architects surmounted any difficulty of 

* Compare a similar canopy to the palpit at Fotheringay, ensraved in the 
Glouary of ArchUeeturc. 
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the kind." He notices a somewhat similar porch at Grun- 
disburgh^ Suffolk; and it may be added that^ at Knapton 
there is also a chancel porch, which seems originally to have 
had a buttress rising from it^ which has now disappeared. 
It is probable that one was imitated from the other. A fine 
Gable Orosa on the nave-roof has also been engraved in the 
Anaiysis. 

At Knaftok^ the next parish to Trunch^ the South Porch 
to the nave is a feature of much interest. It is a simple, 
but very effective, structure of the Early Decorated style, 
having windows at the sides with characteristic mouldings 
and tracery, and above the outer doorway a beautiful triple 
niche, no doubt intended for a crucifix, with the figures of 
St. Mary and St. John. Porches of the earlier styles are 
by no means common ; many were probably removed in the 
fifteenth century to make way for others in the Perpendicular 
style, which are so general, and frequently so highly oma- 
mented, in Norfolk and Suffolk. The remarkable porch, of 
Transitional Norman date, at TVest Walton in this county, 
is well known ; and plain examples of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries may occasionally be met with. The fine 
Decorated porch at Hellington, near Norwich, with three 
open arches on each side, differing from one another in de- 
sign, was noticed in a Paper on that church read at a recent 
Quarterly Meeting of the Society. The curious anomaly in 
the nave windows of Knapton church was pointed out on 
the spot by Mr. Gunn. Their arches are semi-circular ; the 
mouldings are of the Decorated style, and the tracery is 
Perpendicular. Whether they have been altered to suit in- 
ternal arrangements, or whether they are instances of the 
experiments tried by the ancient builders when mouldings 
and tracery were in a state of progressive development, re- 
mains a vexed question. The Roofoi the nave of this church 
is of great magnificence; and although the pitch is lower 
than that at Trunch, and the design inferior, its rich acces- 



SOI 

sories of carved figures and shields^ and painted scrolls^ &c., 
produce a very fine eflfect. An entry in the Register records 
its erection by one John Smithe in the year 150S. It is con- 
structed with double hammer-beams^ each bay thus formings 
as it were> a cinquefoil ; and the figures represent prophets^ 
apostlesj and saints, and the heavenly hierarchy. Hoots of 
this construction are not common: a less elaborate example 
occurs again in the county, at Gissing, near Diss ; and there 
are very fine instances at Grundisburgh and Worlingworth, 
in SufiTolk, and at TVestminster Hall. A lithograph of the 
Knapton roof is given with the Paper already mentioned, 
in Weale*s Quarterly Papers. 

Almost all the churches in this part of Norfolk retain their 
ancient screens, most of them being of Late Perpendicular 
date. One, however, visited by the Society, at Ediiygthorfe, 
is of the Decorated style, having the tracery supported by 
small circular shafts, with capitals and bases : these were ori- 
ginally ornamented with spiral bands of colour. An etching 
of it was published by Cotman. The passion which seems to 
have prevailed in this part of the county, at about the close 
of the reign of Henry VII., for all kinds of wood carving, 
may probably have caused the destruction of many another 
screen of the previous style ; for but few examples in the 
county can be named which are of the Decorated period. 
There is said to be another of similar character in the neigh- 
bouring church of Walcot : there is an elegant parclose-screen 
of the same date at East Harling ; and a very fine rood-screen, 
now removed to the belfry arch, occurs at Southacre. To 
such a pitch was the desire carried to ornament the churches 
with painted sereen-work, that there are not a few instances 
in the neighbourhood of a second screen, supporting a gallery, 
in the tower arch. A beautiful example was inspected at 
WoBSTBAD, which, according to an inscription remaining 
upon it, was erected in 1501. Other examples of this prac- 
tice may be found at no great distance, as in the churches of 



Aylsliain and Cavston. The whole church at Woretead ia a 
noble structure of the period of transition from Decorated to 
Perpendicular, the tower being particularly fine : the beautiful 
Bound-holcB in the latter are engraved in the accompanying 
wood-cuts, and also in Brandon's Analyax$, It has a rood- 



screen of similar character to that at Trunch, which is also a 
dated example, the inscription recording its constructioa in 
the year 1512. The fine font and lofty wooden cover here 
have been engraved in the ArcheBoIogia.* There are also two 
plates of this church, and a descriptionj in Keale's Churehea. 
■ T<d. XTI., Pkta xUy. 
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Another fine cbm-cli of similar Transitional architectare, is 
TuKSTEAD, where some curious features were noticed. On 
the South door is a remnant of the beautiful wrought iron- 
work of the middle ages, formerly so abundant, and now 
•o frequently destroyed by ruthless " improvements." An 
illustration of it is shewn in the accompanying engraving, 




and it has also been given as a specimen of metal-work in 
Brandon's AtuUysis. Hie ring for closing the door was 
originally in the centre, but is now lost; and the ramifying 
branches extending from it act as a stiffener to increase the 
strength of the wood-work to which it is attached. Its date 
is of the fourteenth centnry, and the gracefulness of the 
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design^ and the delicacy of its ezecation, contrast but too 
favourably with the lifeless imitations of the present day. 
It is to be hoped that it will be duly cared for during the 
reparations now going on in the church. A plainer ezamplcj 
of somewhat similar workmanship, remains on the South door 
of the neighbouring church of Irstead. This is also a closing- 




ring, and yery suitable for modern reproduction. A third, at 
Edingthorpe, is characteristic, but less ornamental. 

The aisle windows of Tunstead church are yery remark- 
able specimens of the change from the Decorated style to 
the Perpendicular, and may probably be dated at the end 
of the reign of Edward III., or even at the beginning of 
that of Bichard II. The tracery might be termed flowing^ 
were it not that each of the foliated ovals has small super- 
muUions inserted in it, the intermediate spaces being cusped, 
by which a slightly vertical effect is produced. Unfortu- 
nately this peculiarity cannot now be seen, as every window 
has been injudiciously deprived of it. The original design 
was certainly not pleasing, nor suitable for our imitation ; but 
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as showing a transition stage of architecture^ and the experi- 
ments which were had recourse to while the styles were 
in progress^ it should have been preserved^ as a document, 
free from alteration. Another most curious feature in this 
church occurs at the East end of the chancel^ internally. A 
few stairs on the North side lead to a raised platform behind 
the altar^ extending across the chancel against the East wall, 
and about a yard wide. On the South side is an entrance, 
with steps leading downwards a few feet. There is thus a 
narrow cell separated from the rest of the church, and lighted 
by a grating from above. To what purpose it could have 
been applied, must, of course, remain a matter of conjecture : 
it is not unlike some receptacles in foreign churches for the 
bones of a favourite saint. There is a somewhat similar ar- 
rangement at Brisley church, and it is possible that in each 
case the use intended was that of a Charnel-house. 

Some probable remains of a much earlier style of archi- 
tecture than could be furnished by any of the other churches 
visited by the Society on this excursion, were pointed out in 
the North wall of Bbesto^ chnrch. The blocks of car-stone, 
and the indications of herring-bone work and of long-and- 
short work, are good evidence of Saxon date. There is little 
else worthy of notice in the building, modem arrangements 
having greatly disfigured the interior. 

Barton-Turf is another fine edifice, probably built during 
the first half of the fifteenth century. Its tower is imposing, 
and the West doorway retains a beautiful carved oak door. 
A corbel to the groining of the North porch represents a 
head-dress, which confirms the probability that the church 
was erected in the reign of Henry lY. or Y. A fine screen 
and some curious inscriptions in brass add to its interest. 

Besides the ornamental iron-work already mentioned at 
Irstead, there is a fine font, of Ferpendicxdar style and un- 
usual design. Four of its sides are sculptured with the con- 
ventional representation of clouds, in which are the following 

[vol. IV,] X 
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Bubjects : — ic tlie East face, the head of ChriBt in a cntci- 
fbrm nimbus ; in the South, St. John Baptist's head in the 
charger ; in the West, a hand and scroll ; and in the North, 
the Agnus Dei. The remaining sides are filled with foliage. 
An unappropriated coat of arms in a North window of the 
chancel in the same church, is worthy of record here, in 
case the name to which it belongs may be discovered. The 
shield is heater-shaped, an early form, and the glass presents 
no appearance of alteration or combination. It is to be bla- 
zoned thus : Barry of fourteen, gules and argent ; on a canton 
azure, an escutcheon, viz. : — quarterly, or and sable, a bend 
of the third. 

Lastly, and by no means least, the fine church of North 
Walgham may complete the group which has thus been im- 



perfectly sketchedj as a record of pleasant and instructive 
visits. The date of the architecture is Early Perpendicular, 
and agrees very well with the tradition that it was rebuilt. 
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after having been occupied and destroyed^ during Bi&hop 
Spencer's engagement with the rebels in 1381. It does not 
appear, howeyer, to have been entirely demolished at that 
time, as there are two very beautiful windows, one at the 
East end of each aisle, of pure flowing Decorated character. 
An illustration of them is here given. A small corbel^head 
supporting the label of the Easternmost window in the South 
wall of the aisle, has a head-dress which may be safely attri- 
buted to the reign of Bichard II. or Henry lY. The South 
porch,* which is a good specimen of flint work, has the 
Royal Arms in several places, differenced with a label. These 
have been generally ascribed to John of Graunt ; and as the 
first quarter is France ancient, i. e. semSe of fleurs-de-lis, a 
bearing which was disused soon after 1400, this coat strongly 
confirms the above opinion that the church was built in the 
latter half of the reign of Bichard II. 

The tower, formerly 147 feet high, fell down in the year 
1724, and is now but a picturesque ruin. In the interior 
there is a fine font with a lofty wooden cover,t unfortunately 
white-washed, of the Perpendicular style; and the lower 
panels of a rich screen and parcloses attest the former splen- 
dour of the fittings. The pulpit is also of the same age, 
and a very beautiful example. At the back of the sedilia, 
i.e., in the North wall of the South aisle, (for the aisles here 
extend to the whole length of the chancel) is a recess with 
an elliptic arch, and a small aumbrye beside it : for what 
purpose it is hard to say. There are instances occasionally 
to be met with of sedilia pierced at the back, as these may 
have been; but whether to be used as confessionals, or for 
some practices connected with the altar, it must be left for 
further observation to determine. So fine and spacious a 
church, and with such good capabilities, deserves to be freed 
from its wilderness of pews, and to be restored in arrange- 

* Engrayed in Neale's ChurehM and in the Builder, 
t A yiew of it is giyen in Neale'0 Churchet* 

X 2 
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ment and internal appearance to a state more befitting the 
beauty of its architecture and the sanctity of its purpose. 

On the North side of the chancel is a large monument to 
the memory of Sir William Paston, Knt.^ the founder of 
the free-school in the town^ who died in 1610. Blomefield 
mentions that Sir Wm. Fasten contracted with John Key, 
a firee-mason of London, for the erection of the tomb, with 
his effigy, armorial bearings, &c«, at the cost of £200 ; and it 
was set up by him in his lifetime, in 1608, as the inscription 
shows. Blomefield also mentions that this inscription was 
written for the tomb by Sir Thomas Kolevet, a name which is 
eyidently a mistake for that of KniveU. Sir Edmund Paston, 
the grandson of Sir William, had married Catherine, daugh- 
ter of Sir Thomas Knivett ; and the following letter, kindly 
copied for the Society by Mr. Greville Chester, firoip the 
original in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, refers to this 
yery subject. It would appear from it that Sir Wm. Fasten 
sent an inscription for the approval of his friend ; and if that 
were the one now on the tomb, Blomefield must have been in 
error in saying that it was written by Sir Thomas Knivett 
The inscription intended does not, however, accompany the 
letter ; and it is therefore possible that it was not to the 
'^good liking'' of Sir Thomas, and that he substituted for 
it the one which now appears on the monument; which 
would reconcile the statement of the historian with the letter. 
It is as follows : 

Sir, 

I have thought yt good to sonde you her 
inclosed by my servant this berer, the Epitaphe made for 
my Tombe, the which I have good liking of, and therefore 
yf you be of that minde I wiU have yt ingrayen upon the 
stone out of hand, desiring you to return me the same by 
my messinger yf yt be to your good liking, that yt may see 
goe forward presently, otherwise to sett downe your minde 
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to the contrarye. AUso M'. Kemp desire that you would 
send the cotes with some I haye matched; and you will 
have more done^ Robert Kemp will perform yt. And I 
would gladly knowe of your going to London^ for that I 
would be glad to see you at'Wallsham, that thereby my 
Tombe may be perfected according to your advise and di- 
rection. And so with my right harty commendations, I wishe 
you all good desires in the Lorde, according unto your harts 
desire. Faston, this 14 of October, 1608. 

Your assured Allye 

in firindshipp to use, 

William Paston. 

To the Right Worshipful Sir Thomas Knivett, 
Knight, at Ashewcllthorpe. 
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3 £ntf Mtt^ of tbt antjquititd 



OF THB 



VALLEYS OF THE WAVENEY AND YABE. 

COXMUMICATID IT 

GREYILLE J. CHESTER, ESQ., B.A. 



That the physical conformation of a country or district 
exercises a great influence^ hoth upon the general character 
and upon the actions of the inhabitants, is too well supported 
by facts and by experience to be a matter of doubt. This 
is of course most strongly apparent when a mountainous re- 
gion is immediately contrasted with a wide extent of leyel 
country, or when a rich plain succeeds to a sandy and barren 
district. I cannot, however, help believing that this fact is 
manifest, even in a cotmty whose natural features are so com- 
paratively similar, and whose extent is so small, as is the case 
with our own Norfolk. In searching for antiquities it has 
always seemed to me that relics of past ages and past races 
(I speak of the earlier periods) are more especially abundant 
in three districts, differing from the rest of the county in soil 
and appearance, and in which we should, without prior know- 
ledge of their existence, have most of all expected to find 
them. In the open heathy districts of West Norfolk, which 
were so well adapted for military operations, we find an un- 
usual number of tumuli, ancient earth-works, and other relics 
of the British period. Of this the neighbourhoods of Swaff- 
ham and Holt may be cited as examples. Again, in the peaty 
morasses which border on Suffolk and Cambridgeshire, among 
the ruins of those forests which, stocked with red deer, roes. 



311 

and boars^ once covered those parts of the country, vast num- 
bers of early British weapons have been discovered, and not 
a few relics of the Rdhian period. Lastly, upon the verge of 
the rivers Bure, Yare, and Waveney, not only relics of 
British and Roman times have been found, but vestiges also 
of the Saxons and Danes, 

It is to the neighbourhood of the two last-named rivers 
that I now wish to direct attention; and, the better to illus- 
trate the subject, I shall have occasion each now and then to 
cross over to the Suffolk side of the Waveney. I am aware 
that I can scarcely offer anything else than a catalogue of 
places where relics have been turned up: at the same time 
I feel convinced of the importance of preserving the names 
of such localities, and I am anxious to contribute such in- 
formation as a residence in the district has enabled me to 
acquire. If members of our Society would note down and 
communicate such discoveries as take place in the parts with 
which they are most familiar, a mass of information would 
be speedily accumulated, which could never be attained by 
far better-informed strangers. It is well established that 
the valleys of the Yare and Waveney, which now present 
so peaceful a prospect of waving meadow-land^ were, even 
within historic times, branches of a wide and troubled es- 
tuary of the Northern Sea. And this fact accounts for the 
numerous vestiges of successive races — Celtic, Roman, Saxon, 
and Danish — which may be traced upon their banks. The 
wide estuary and the broad navigable river alike afforded con- 
venient ingress and egress for the galleys of the invading 
Romans and Danes into and out of the heart of the country, 
and pointed out to the natives the necessity of assembling 
their forces upon the banks for the piu'poses of defence. 

To begin with relics of the Celtic period, which, whether 
of stone or bronze, I shall for convenience class together, I 
have seen celts of flint and metal found at Roydon, Diss, 
Scole, and Falgrave. At Hoxne a large number of rough 
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flint celts were discovered some years since. Lower down the 
Wayeney^ celts have been found at Earsham^ Ditchingham^ 
and Ellingham on the Norfolk, and at Bungay Common on 
the Suffolk side of the river. But the greatest treasures of 
all were dug up in making the foundations of Geldestone 
Hall, and are in the possession of John Kerrich, Esq. These 
most interesting relics, which I am disposed to assign to the 
Celtic period, consist of two bands or fillets of thin gold. 
Though broken, all the parts of one and the greater part of 
the other have been preserved. Though the patterns are dif> 
ferent, a waving cable-like ornament in relief is observable 
upon both. The length of one band is nearly twelve inches, 
and the breadth one and a quarter ; the other was probably, 
when perfect, about the same size. A kind of clasp is formed 
at either extremity, the golden plates being bent so as to over- 
lap. These remarkable and precious ornaments may perhaps 
have been used as fillets for the head, but I am unable to 
remember any similar specimens. At Thorpe next Haddiscoe 
a bronze spear-head has been found, and that but a short time 
since ; and a most beautiful celt of flint, found with others at 
Thurlton, is in the possession of Mr. Last, of Beccles. A 
fine stone celt from Belton, on the Suffolk side, belongs to 
Mr. Smith, of Yarmouth. In his most interesting History 
of Suffolk^ Mr. Suckling has noticed the barbarous destruc- 
tion of some so-called Druidical remains at Gorleston, an act 
the more to be regretted on account of their extreme* rarity 
in the East of England. Before taking leave of remains of 
the British period, I must recall to mind that Sir Thomas 
Browne, in his quaint and beautiful treatise, ^' Hydriotaphia, 
or Urn Burial," notes the discovery at Thorpe of coins in- 
scribed IG. DVRO. T. It is interesting to connect this circum- 
stance with the recent find of rare British silver pieces at 
Easton, near Norwich. 

To turn to Boman remains: a Roman road crosses the 
Waveney, near BiUingford, but I have been unable to hear of 
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the discovery of any relics of that age higher up the valley 
than Redenhall.* In that parish a quantity of Roman pottery 
was found some years ago^ in a gravel-pit on the Gawdy Hall 
estate ; of these, the most perfect are in the possession of Mrs. 
Holmes. The pottery consists of two basins and saucers, of 
the so-called Samian ware : at the bottom of one basin is a 
potter's mark, much obliterated, but resembling a man's head, 
with an indented mark behind, within a circle ; there is also 
a small amphora of black earthenware, and a fragment of a 
larger bowl of the same colour. At Earsham, the earth- 
works of a camp, called by Blomefield, upon I know not what 
authority, " Danish," have been levelled within the last few 
years. The discovery of a Roman urn, during the work of 
demolition, certainly militates against the opinion of the great 
Norfolk historian. Mr. Baker, of Bungay, possesses an im- 
mense bridle-bit found in the Earsham camp, to which I can- 
not venture to ascribe a date. About a mile from the Earsham 
entrenchments, upon the other side of the river, rise the huge 
mounds, within which is built the Castle of Bungay. The 
discovery of numerous Roman coins at Bungay, and the situa- 
tion of the town upon the line of the Stone Street, render 
it probable that the castle mounds are the work of Roman 
hands. Ditchingham has produced an urn filled with those 
minute late Roman coins, which are supposed to have been 
thrown among the populace on public occasions. At Kirby 
Cane, some workmen who many years ago were digging a 
ditch in a field, called *^ Pewter Hill," came upon a confused 
mass of human bones, among which were three or four spear- 
heads, a jewelled buckle, and two swords. The whole of these 
objects were unfortunately dispersed, but they are believed to 

[* Roman coins hare been fonnd rather numeronsly in the Tillage of Scole, 
not many hundred yards from the rirer ; and a small urn of black ware was 
disooTered at Diss, in making the railway, a little to the North of the station. 
Coins of the same age are also said to haye been found on the glebe at Diss, 
near the Rectory.] 
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have been Koman. Since that time a kind of oven or kiln 
of Roman tiles has been found on the same hill^ but it was 
broken up before I could see it. In some excavations which 
I made upon the same spot^ I turned up a considerable num- 
her of the bones and teeth of animals, and several fragments 
of blue, brown, and black Roman pottery. Is it possible that 
a potter's kiln existed in this place, and that the number of 
fragments of Roman ware scattered about suggested the name 
'* Potter's Hill," now corrupted into " Pewter Hill ? " 

Geldestone, the next parish to Kirby Cane, is the place of 
the discovery of the beautiful Roman glass vase, which, with 
the accompanying portion of a bulla and the earthen vessels 
found therewith, form the subject of an interesting Paper in 
the Journal of the ArcJueologiccd Instituted I possess a very 
perfect denarius of the Emperor Alexander Severus, from 
Gillingham ; and the Rev. Alfred Suckling has a gold Roman 
ring, from Barsham, on the Suffolk side of the river. Burgh 
St. Peter, or Wheatacre Burgh, is commonly supposed to have 
been the site of a Roman station; but though its commanding 
situation above the Waveney is well adapted for works of de- 
fence, no vestiges of any such exist at the present time, nor 
can I even hear of the discovery of either coins or pottery 
in that parish. Mr. Suckling informs me that remains of this 
period have been found, both at Fritton and at Gorleston. 
At the junction of the river Waveney with the Yare stand 
the noble ruins of Burgh Castle, the ancient Garianonum : 
these are, however, so well known that any attempt to describe 
them would here be superfluous. There can be no doubt that 
Reedham was a place of Roman occupation. Coins are found 
there still, but not so frequently as formerly, for the earth- 
works which formerly existed there have been levelled : in- 
deed, a considerable part of the hill on which they were 
erected has been altogether carried away, for the sake of the 
sand or clay which composed it. Chance has thrown in 
my way a piece of information which is too important to be 

♦ Vol. VI., p. no. 
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passed oyer without notice. The late Mr. Leighton^ in the 
course of some excavations^ discovered on the low cliff of 
Beedham the ground-plan or foundations of a circular tower^ 
which he believed to have been a Roman Pharos. It is 
impossible at this distance of time to gain any further par- 
ticulars of so curious a discovery: I will only observe that 
a lighthouse on the hill of Beedham would have been visible 
from the Boman station of Garianonum^ and from a large 
extent of the estuaries of the Yare and Waveney. The 
Boman coins found at Beedham^ which I have seen, belong to 
Hadrian, Vespasian, Antoninus Pius, Faustina the Younger, 
and Gordianus III. During the progress of the works of 
the Norwich and Yarmouth Bailway, several urns were 
turned up in a cutting at Buckenham. On the opposite side 
of the Yare, Boman coins of Gallienus, Yictorinus, Tetri- 
cus, and Quintillus were, in 1707, discovered at Thurton; 
and more recently an urn was found at Carlton containing 
several gold and silver coins of the lower empire. I will 
not now enter upon the question whether the Yenta Ice- 
norum of the Bomans was at Norwich or Caistor; I will 
merely mention that Mr. Gurney's view that it was at the 
former place, is, in my opinion, strengthened by the fact that 
whatever remains of Boman times are discovered at Norwich, 
are commonly deposited at a great depth underground. It 
seems fair to conjecture that deposits of such considerable 
antiquity woxdd, in so populous a place as Norwich, be covered 
by an immense mass of rubbish, and that they would in con- 
sequence appear much less common than in reality they are. 

My list of Saxon antiquities from the Waveney and Yare 
valleys is but meagre. A golden bulla, in the possession of 
Mr. Manning, was turned up at Palgrave ; this object, how- 
ever, is regarded by some antiquaries as a relic of Boman 
workmanship.* Pagan-Saxon urns have been found near the 
Minster, St. George's South Elmham, and at Stow Park, near 
Bungay. On the Suffolk banks of the Waveney two parishes 

* Engraved in the Arehaological Journal^ Vol. IX., p. 107. 
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preserve the name of Saint Felix the Burgundian, the apos- 
tle of the Eastern Coiinties. The church of Flixton^ near 
Bungay^ lifts up a venerable tower which bears every mark 
of having been founded prior to the Norman Conquest. Mr. 
Suckling claims as a Saxon building the ruined " Minster " 
at St. George's, likewise in the neighbourhood of Bungay. 
I am not aware that any antiquities have been discovered, 
either near the Waveney or Tare, which can be safely as- 
signed to the Danish invaders. A sword in my own posses- 
sion, dredged up in the river at Norwich, strongly resembles 
one figured in Professor Worsaae's interesting work. But if 
objects of Danish workmanship are absent, the numerous 
" Bys '* and '* Thorpes '* unmistakeably testify to the occupa- 
tion of this part of the country by the bold Northmen. 

Under the oak of Hoxne, says tradition, Edmund the 
Christian King of East Anglia, fell by the hands of the 
Pagan invaders, and to this day the country folk think they 
behold the sheen of the murdered king's armour under the 
bright waters of the brook by the side of which the fugitive 
monarch was discovered and betrayed. Lastly, we must look 
in the neighbourhood of Beedham for the spot pointed out 
by tradition as the place where Begner Lodbrok, the Dane, 
was so wonderfully cast ashore and so treacherously murdered 
by the Saxon Biorn. 

I have now concluded my list of the localities in which 
antiquities have been found : that it might be vastly increased 
I cannot doubt; the task of noting them I must leave to 
those who have more leisure than myself. I have omitted 
all mention of earth-works, which, as I am informed, exist 
at Darrow Wood in the parish of Denton, at Ilketshall, and 
at Mettingham, near Bungay, as I have been unable to visit 
them. I have likewise passed over in silence my own disco- 
very of a human skeleton in a tumulus on Broome Heath, 
as the entire absence of any work of art prevented my 
hazarding an opinion as to the age of the interment 
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EXTRACTS FROM .EARLY WILLS 

XK TBI 
BY 

HENRY HABROD, P. 8. A., Hon. Sec 



In the first yolume of our Papers will be found a series of 
Extracts from Wills registered in the Archdeaconry Court of 
Norwich. 

As stated in my preliminary observations to them^ they were 
from the Wills of yeomen and traders ; those of persons of 
higher degree being registered in the Diocesan Court. 

I now lay before the members a few Extracts from the 
Diocesan Registers, which are complete from 1870, except 
from 1S83 to 1408 and during the period of the Common- 
wealth. Register (Harsyck) from 1883 to 1408 has suffered 
so much from damp and decay, that it is almost useless : this 
has arisen from no recent neglect, for every page was gone 
over, and every testator's name which he could decipher, re- 
written by Sir Simon D'Ewes (whose autograph appears on 
one of the leaves) somewhere about 1640 ; it must therefore 
have been progressing to decay in his time. 

From 1408, however, they are in capital order, and con- 
tain an enormous mass of information, of which little beside 
the genealogical portion has yet been made available; and 
I shoxdd have much preferred to have commenced with a 
volume of extracts rather than with a few pages, had the 
fonds of the Society and my own engagements permitted it ; 
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as, kowever, I have by no means exhausted my present stock 
of extracts, and shall from time to tune add to them as op- 
portunity permits, I hope in time to give the Society some 
idea of the value of these Registers. 

I should add that among the Miscellaneous Documents in 
the eighth volume of the InstittUion Books, about a dozen 
Wills are to be found : why they were entered in that volume 
instead of the Registers, I am unable to say, but a list of them 
will be found on the inner side of the cover of it. 



Adam de Skakilthorpe, Sector of Causton. 1370. 

[Dioc. Reg. Hey don 3.] Latin, 

[Appoints John de Pyssale, Rector of Alderton, one of 
his executors, and leaves to the Priory of Hykelynge the 
organs which stand in the chancel of Cawston. 

Among many legatees, servants and tradesmen of the 
testator, appears the name of " John Brydale," to whom he 
gave a silver cup without a cover. This is, no doubt, the 
John Brydale whose name appears on the base of the right- 
hand pillar in the curious painting of Saint Agnes in the 
chancel of Cawston church, of which Mr. Bulwer has given 
us an etching at p. 37 of the last volume, and who was, 
therefore, very probably a resident ** artist,"] 

John de Cone, Advocate in the Consistory Court, Norwich, 
48/A Edward IIL 1374. 

[Dioc. Reg. Heydon S3.] Latin, 

I give to the monks of Langley my book called Sextus. 
Also, to the monks of St. Benedicts of Hulm my book called 
hostiensis abreviated, with a red cover. 

[The lawyer leaves his clients two of his law books : the 

Langley monks, the Sixth Book of the Decretals; the 
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monks of St. Bennet's^ Hostiensis, an eminent writer on the 
Canon Law. ^' Beade likewise upon al these matters (of 
the Pope's jurisdiction) Hostiensis, a noble canonist." — 
Beehive of the Romish Church, 170a. Grey Friars* library, 
London, 1421. Item, for the Lectures of Hostiensis, now 
lying in the chains, 5 marks. — Monaeticon, Yol. YL, 
p. 1620.] 

■ 

William de Morley, Knight 1379.] 

[Dioc. Keg. Heydon 161.] Latin, 

Also, I give to Cecilia, my wife, a silver spice plate with 
the arms of Bardolf in the bottom, and my black palfrey. 
And I give to Thomas, my son and heir, the heirlooms in 
my hall; viz., the principal dorsers, with four costers and 
one banker, with my arms.* Also my best bed of silk with 
three red carpets with my arms, and six silk cushions. Also, 
a cup of silver gilt with a cover called " bekir." f 

John, son of Alexander Fastolf Dated Sept. 28, 1883. 

[Dioc. R. Hanyk 5.] Latin, 

My body to be buried in the churchyard of Saint Nicholas, 
Great Yarmouth. I give to the church aforesaid, 40". I 
give to the use of the church of the Holy Trinity [Castor], 
6*. 8*. I give to the Rector of the church aforesaid, 20*. I 
give to the church of S*. Edmund [Castor], 6". 8**. I give 
Sir John, Chaplain of the church aforesaid, 6". 8^. I give 
to all my servants, double wages. Also, I give to Hugh, 
my brother, a cup. I give to Ada, my sister, another cup. 
I give all my other chattels to Mary, my wife. I give to 

* Dorter was tho waU coTering ; cater , that for the table ; and hanker for 
the benches. 

t Byker, cuppe. In the accounts of Edward Prince of Wales, in 1348> 
occur "two great pieces of silrer called 'Bikers.' "~^ Prompt, Part, p. 86. 
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the same Mary, my wife, her heirs and assigns, 58". rents 
annually received by me from divers lands and tenements 
in Yarmouth, with the appurtenances, to have and to hold, 
&c., for ever. I constitute Mary, my wife, and Hugh, my 
brother, and Sir John Oxwick, Bector of the church of the 
Holy Trinity aforesaid, my Executors. 

[Proved at Norwich S5th October, 1383. 
This is the father of the great Sir John Fastolf, who 
is not named in the will, but as he was bom in 1380, and 
the estates acquired by the above testator had been duly 
settled, there is nothing remarkable in the omission of his 
name. 

Sir Hugh died in 1417, and by his will, entered in the 
Instituiton Book, YIIL, p. 133, directed his body to be 
buried in the Carmelites at Caen, until it could be removed 
to Nacton, Suffolk ; mentions his wife, Matilda,* and gives 
directions concerning the manor of Bradwell, of which Sir 
John and he were feoffees to uses ; gives his arms to John 
Skot and Bobert Cook, and makes Sir John Fastolf and 
Henry Inglose his residuary legatees.] 

Bartholomew Bacon, KnigJU, Bnoaffon. 1389. 

[Dioo. Reg. Hazsyke 148.] Laim. 

Also, I give 40*. to pray for the souls of Edmund Bacoii, 
my brother, Bobert, Isabel, and John. Also, for the soul of 
John Pykat, for a debt for cloth bought of him in Yascony, 
IT'.f Also, for the soul of William Hardewyne, for a debt 
for a horse bought of him in Yascony, 40*. • • . Also, 
I desire that Joan, my wife, may have the vestments of my 
chapel, with two chalices for the term of her life, and after 
her decease the chalice at Ludham to remain there in the 

* She afterwards married Edmund Stapelton, Esq., and died in 1436. 
Brass at Ingham, 
t This is a singular mode of discharging a debt. 
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chapel of the blessed Virgin Mary, in the churchyard of 
Ludham ; and the chalice at Erwarton to remain there in 
the chapel of Saint Margaret. Also, I. desire that Joan, 
my wife, may have my ring called saphir, for the term of 
her life, and afterward, if no other directions given by me, 
may be sold, and the price distributed for my soul and those 
for whom I am bound. In like manner, I desire may be 
done with the book called " Bomaunce." 



SSr Miles Siaplefon, Knight. Ingham, Monday of the As- 
cension of the Virgin, 1414. 

[Liber. Inst. YUI., 144.] Laim. 

[Desires to be buried at Ingham, where his brass still re- 
mains.] I give to the high altar of the religious there one 
yestment of gold, which is in my chapel. Also, to the Prior 
and convent there, my best horse with harness for one man at 
arms. Also, I give to Brian, my son, my silver cup with 
cover, which belonged to St. Thomas^ Archbishop of Canter- 
bury ; also, a covered cup, which was my father's ; also, a 
red bed with black dolphins, with the whole apparel of the 
suit, and one old bed which was my father's, with ''curtynys 
de sandell " and red carpets. Also, I give to my said son six 
silver dishes and five saucers of the best, and six silver diahefl 
and one saucer of the older sort, with my blessing. Also^ I 
give to Cecilia, the wife of the same Brian, a silver ci^ 
with cover, which was Kichard's, Hector of Benacre, and a 
diamond ring. Also, I give to Sir Robert Brews, Knight, a 
silver cup, gilt and enamelled, with a cover and six dishes 
and three saucers of silver. Also, I give to Ela, my daugh- 
ter, wife of the said Robert, a silver cup with a cover, which 
was Richard's, Prior of Ingham, and a coverlet and tester, 

[vol. IV.] Y 
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flowered with griffins, with seller [celura*] and three curtaiDs 
of " carde/' and three carpets of worstede of a sanguine color, 
with my blessing. Also, I give to Edmund, f my son, a 
sword and a silver cup with coyer, with my arms at the 
top of the cover, 40*. in silver, with my blessing. Also, 
I give to Friar Bichard Aylesham, of the order of the Car* 
melites, if he survives me, IS". 4*^. Also, I desire that all 
my servants have their full wages with their liberty to the 
feast of Michaelmas next foUowisg my death. 

Executors: Oliver Groos, William de Scheffeld,j: Sector 
of Salle, Edmund de Stapylton, John de Boys, Bobert Rous, 
and Thomas KusseU, Hector of Waxtenesham. Supervisors : 
Sir Bryan de Stapylton, his '' most dear son," and Sir Bobert 
Brews. 



* A osnopy of a bed. 

*' Hit bed was of asuxe 
With a chekirM/btire."— HalliweU's Diet., "Seloure." 

In the Testamenta Veituta, Vol. II., 479, is a bequest of John Comwallis, 
Sbq., of Broome, Suffolk, of ** a bed of box, tester, seller, ooiteyns, counter- 
pane^ fetherbed, bolster, and 2 pillows." 

t Died in 1417. 

X This William de Scheffeld was appointed one of the executors of Sir 
Brian de Stapilton, whose Will, written in the I7th Bichard n. at Wighall, 
Yorkshire, where he appears to hare been then residing, is to be fonnd in 
the Tut, Ebor» 108. He devises to his deer nephew, Miles of Stapilton, 
his great paternoster of awmber. He speaks of William de Seheffeld as his 
brother: bequeaths to the Lady Elisabeth de Stapilton, his daughter, '*un 
table d'argent endore et eneymelle de le coronement de Nostre Dame, si el sa 
port deyers moj naturelment taunke a mon disseee, et oultre eeo jeo deTiae a 
mesme la Blisabeth un onnall de le soyne propre» que jeo solay porter entour 
mon colle, ove un crosce d'argcnt endore, ove un floreigne de la ymage de 
Nostre Dame comment q'el se port bien ou male." He gives to Blisabeth 
Nevyll, his daughter, a "farmayll d'ore," upon which is written '*soiBne me 
conyyent ; " and to his niece, the Lady Anista de Medilton, a round bason 
of silver or an image of our Lady of alabaster which was tiie Anker^a of 

HampoU ; and to Nicholl de Medilton, a Nouche surrounded with 

pearls. He gives the residue, with the blessing of Qod and his own, to his 
son Miles, and prays him not to peril his soul by leaving his debts unpaid, 
as he will answer before God at the day of judgment ; and begs, if his son 
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OUes Cook, Chaplain, Salle. 1417. 

[Dioc. Reg. Himing 80.] Latin. 

Also, I give to Thomas Drew one pair of knives with 
silver handles. Also, one book of the Exposition of Latin 

Words according to the Order of the Alphabet Also, 

I give to the Rector of the church of Salle a book called 
Summa Sommamm.* Also, another book called Papilla 
Oculi.f .... Also a jewel made of silver and gold for medi- 
cinal perfumes. Also, I give to Richard Dallyng a clock 
with all its appurtenances, and rj". viij*^., and one pair of 
knives. Also, to James Whytwelle . . . cheos and chesmeny 
• . . and one pair of tables with their appurtenances for 
playing. 

dies, liTing ** my very dear brother William his onole/' he wiU distilbato 
the lendae in works of charity. Besides de Seheffeld and his son Miles, 
his nephew, William de Holme, is named an executor. 

In the same Yolume of York WUla, p. 88, a Will occurs of a Sir Miles de 
Stapilton, rery short and affording little information as to his family : it is 
dated in 1372 and xkames Sir Brian de Stapelton, Thomas de Stspelton^ Sibilla 
de Stapelton, and the parson of Melshamby, his ezecutcMrs. The editor of 
the Test, Ebor, considers this testator to be of Bedale, the eldest son of Sir 
Qilbert de Stapelton, escheator beyond Trent in 1319, by Agnes, or Maud, 
daughter and coheir of Brian Fitzalan, Lord of Bedale; and that, if so, the 
Sir Brian he mentions was his younger brother, and one of the deponents on 
the side <^ Scrope in the contest with Grosrenor about their armorial bear- 
ings, and of whom there is a long account in the Scrope and Grosyenor Roll. 

* John Newton, Treasurer of York Minster, leares, in 1414, to Bobert 
Polayne, a book called "Summarum." — Tut. Ebor. 370. And Adam de 
Botheby, Prior of Peterborough fiom 1321 to 1338, had a copy in his 
library there. 

t This book also occurs in Newton's Will. The church of Terrington had 
a copy giren about 1380 by John Aldenham, Vicar : it likewise occurs in the 
List of the Library of St. Paul's Cathedral, given by Dugdale, and in the 
Liventory of the Books of Walter Skbrlaw, Bishop of Durham, in the Tut, 
Ebor. 324. It was by John de Burgh, Chancellor of Cambridge, and became 
extremely popular. John Andrew, Vicar of Sibton in 1507, bequeathed " a 
boke callyd 'A PupyU,' to be fest in the queere of Sybton w^ cheynys."— 
D. R. Spiltimbre. 

Y 2 
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Ada March, sometime the wife of Thomas March, Burgess 
of Crreat Yarmouth. 1418. 

[Dioc. Reg. Himing, 33.] Latin, 

Also, I desire that my two pieces of land and a garden 
with their edifices and appurtenances in Great Yarmouth, 
of which one lies between land of Edward White and a 
common lane on the part of the South, and land sometime 
of Robert Elys, senior, on the part of the North, and abuts 
upon land of Bobert Turk, Tyler, towards the East, and 
upon the Port of Yarmouth, West. The other piece of land 
is called " le Tolhows," and lies between two common lanes 
on the part of the South and North, abuts on late John 
Playford's land West, and upon Middlegate towards the 
East, may be sold after my decease by my executors, and 
the produce applied for my soul's health. 

[The house named in the above will is the present Toll- 
house Hall, where the Sessions are held. The Yarmouth 
Rolls have notes of payments relating to it, back to the 
time of Edward I. It appears to haye been built in the 
thirteenth century for a Toll-house.] 

Thomas Skemyng, Hector of FreUenham. 1418. 

[Dioc. Reg. EUming 49.] Laim, 

I give to my brother Richard a sword, which was the 
sword of my unde. 

[He seems to have looked on this as his most valuable 
possession.] 

William Appilyard, Citizen of Norwich. 1418. 

[Dioc. Reg. Hirning 53.] Latin, 

Also, I give to Margaret, my wife, and Robert Erpingham, 
parson of the church of Braken, their heirs and assigns, all 
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that my capital messuage in the parish of St. Andrew's in 
Norwich^ next the cemetery of the said church, to be sold 
and to be applied, if necessary, in payment of my debts. 
And also a messuage, with appurtenances, in the same parish, 
called the Cokeye, to be sold for payment of my debts, and 
to be disposed for my soul, for the said Margaret, for my 
father and mother, and all fEdthfiil deceased. 

pile house first named is that of which so remarkable 
and beautiful a fragment still remains : it is of the Deco- 
rated period, and the squared flint-work finished with as- 
tonishing delicacy ; a penknife can scarcely be inserted in 
the insterstices.] 

Clement PastoHy Ptiston. 1419. 

[Dioo. Reg. Hirning 50.] Latin. 

Desires to be buried in Fasten church between the North 
door and the grave of Beatrice, sometime his wife; gives 
residue to Margery, wife of John Bakton, and to William 
Fasten, his son. 

[This William Fasten was the " Good Judge," who 

died in. 1444.] 

Katherine Braunch. Sunday after Feast of St. Feter in 
Chains, 1420. 

[Dioe. Reg. Hirning.] LaUn, 

Item, I give to the house of the Friars Freachers in the 
City of Norwich, late burnt, 20 shillings. 

[The Black Friars were originally placed on the ground 
between Calvert Street and Magdalen Street, Colegate and 
Golden Dog Lane ; but having obtained a site on the other 
side the river, in St. Andrew's Farish, removed - thither 
about the beginning of the fifteenth century. On the 4th 
May, 1413, their house and church and all their buildings 
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were burnt down and they were obliged to return to their 
old site^ where they were again burnt out by an accidental 
fire in 1449, when they again removed to St. Andrew's. — 
BUmeJidd, IV., 837.] 

Walter Oodard, Teryngton. 1426. 

[Dioc. Reg. Himing 16i.] Latin, 

Directs to be buried in the church of St. Clement, next 
Catherine sometime his wife, by the altar of St. James i be- 
queaths to the fabric of the said church £10. to the reparation 
of the new window with the life of St. Etheldred. 

ThomtM KenadUy Rector of Banyngham. 1429. 

[Dioe. Reg. Suraete 10.] Latin. 

Also, I desire that the parish of Banynghm may have 6". 8^. 

of broken sylver Also, I desire that my ladder in 

my Bectory of Banyngham may be always dependent upon 
the walls of the Church of St. James in Norwich, in case of 
peril of fire. 

[If I mistake not, fire-ladders still hang on the walls of 

St. James's Church.] 

Robert Cupper, Burgess, Oreat Yarmouth. 1434. 

[Dioc. R^. Doke 6^.] Latin. 

I give to Robert, my son, my Psalter, sometime of Bobert 
Mangrene, and my best Primer, with a certain book called 
Stimulus Consciencie,* and which book is now in the custody 
of Agnes, wife of William Paston of Paston, until the said 
Bobert comes to years of discretion ; and I give and be- 
queath to William Paston my beads of '^ Hawmber" marked 

* In the Public library at Cambridge is a tract caUed '* Stimulofl Con* 
•cientift."— HaUiweU'a M8. BarUm, p. 36. 
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for twelTCi and to John, son of the said William^ my- beet 
" baslard/' * with girdle to the same belonging. Also, to 
John Hayyrlandy Prior of Yarmouth, my beads of ^' Haum- 
ber " marked for ten. 

Sir Bryan StapyUon, Knight 14S8. 

[Dioc. Reg. Doke 63.] 

Thys is the last wyl of me Sir Bryan of Stapylton, Knyth, 
Lord of Ingh&, made at Inghm on the iiij^ day of the 
monyth of may, in the zer of the reyne of henri kyng of 
Englond and of Frawnce xyi. As towchyng all these mafies, 
londes, and ten, rentes and servyc, and avoswesons of 
pryonres, chyrches, and chapelt, in sweth henf henr, \iic\ 
County of Northumbyrlond, as dyvce other ben enfeffed 
on to mjm use : fyrst, at the begynnyng, I ^y and require 
thes effeffes that they make unto myles Stapulton, swyr, 
my sone, sweth stat in thes ma&es, londys, and tenn as hese 
counsell and he schalle devyse and ordeyne, upon thys con- 
dycyon, that the same myles deyth in this moneth, aftyr that 
he hat takyn a stat cler, schalden a statt unto me, sayd 
Bryan Stapylton, knyght, for terme of my lyve. And ov 
that the seyd Myles schall make and graont a suer astate as 
law may devyse on to Bryan Stapylton, swyer, my sone, and 
onto Isabell, his wyff, of an anuyte of xx lili yerly, for to 

* A Batelard waa a kind of long dagger suspended to the girdle, and worn 
not only by the armed knight bat by ciyilians and even priests. Thus, Piers 
Plowman, in allusion to the neglect of clerical propriety, says, 

'< Sir John and Sir Jeffery hath a girdle of silyer, • 
A baaelaxd .... with buttons OTergilt." 

Knii^ton tells us that the wei^xm with whieh Sir William Walworth put 
Jack Straw to death was a basilard. Sir William was a member of the Fish- 
monger's Company, who still preserve the weapon traditionally recorded to 
haye been used by him on thb occasion, and which he presented to the 
Company.^ ^o(e* to Prtmpi, Parvuhrtaiit p. 25. 
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payn on to hem for terme of here both lyves, in and of y' 
man of Coderston^ in the Connte of Yorkshyr^ and e9mor 
upon condycyon y^ if those^ sumes of mony wheche be to 
pay Tinto Thorns Heth for the maryage sylver of Anne, my 
doghter, that now is hys wyff ; and all myn ow^ dettes, legates, 
mispresyons, extorcyonsi don be me nev mow not bene rered 
of myn owen godes, jowell, and catell for to pay and content 
unto all man of persones that ryght her concyens havyn to be 
restoryd any peny, then schall the seyd myles, my son, payn 
restoryn unto all man psones the surplusage, and the remanent 
that remayneth ov of hys owyn good mony and sylver ; and 
to pforme alle thys abowte rehersyd the seyd myles hath 
insured me be his trowth that he schall pforme it on hes 
^rty, and evmor he hath insuered me that he xal certeyn 
^eres, as hes concyens demyth, fydyn a gst to syng in hes 
Chapell qwer he kepyth hes housold for my sowl and Cecyl, 
my wyff, and for the sowie of Ser Myles of Stapulton and 
£Ie, hes wyff. And as towchyng in alle my goodes, catalles, 
and jowelles that xul levyn aftyr my deces, and alle my stuff 
of houssold and husbondrye in my manor of Inghm or elles- 
wher, thys is my last Wyll, that Myles, my sone, have all 
that ther of that he desyreth moste to his profyte to a certeyn 
^ wythin the valew prysed unto hym be myn executowres 
hes felaws. And also thys is my preyo' and myn entent, 
that alle the dettes and the parcell of dette com^hendede in 
a bylle that is owyng to the Pryour of Inghm and to hes 
brethem, be the fyrst that schall be payd. And also it is 
my wyll and my ^yer, that all my other dettes y* ben owyng 
to any other ^sone ben payd as it may be ; and ever more 
thys is my wyll, that from thys tyme forward that myles 
stapylton, swyr, my sone, schall have alle the govnaunce & 
rewell of alle my manes, londes, rentes, and tenementes 
qwer so ev that they be in any schyr in Inglond, and also 
of myn howshold, so that ther schall nowte be don in no 
degre wythowte the seyd Myles. And evmore thys is my 
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wyll^ that alle my swannes and synettes, as well of the newe 
merk as of the old, schall dwelle to the man of Inghm^ unto 
the behof of the seyd myles w^ oute any medelyng or any 
intopcyon of all my manes from thys tyme forward. 

In wytnesse of all thys wrytyng to thys my last Wyll, the 
selle of myn armes I have put to the date of thys j^yft zer 
day and place above seyd. 

[Directs his body to be buried in the chancel of the 
priory of the Holy Trinity of Ingham ; and appoints Lady 
£len Brews^ Myles Stapylton^ Esq., of Weybred^ Bryan 
Stapylton, Esq., of Ingham, William Yelverton, and Thos. 
Stodhaghoj his executors. 

Blomefield's Pedigree of this family at Vol. IX., p. 320, 
is very defective ; but might, with the facilities which now 
exist for obtaining information about the Yorkshire mem- 
bers of it, be very largely added to.] 



Richard Edy, alias Fermer, Westacre. 1438. 

[Dioe. Heg. Doke 163.] 
CodidBus. 

In the name of Alle myghte God and of our lady seynt 
marie and of all the holy seynts in hevene, and to the rowelage 
of alle christen puple, I Bichard Edy, also clepyd Bichard 
Fermer, I have in my ryghte mynde, w^ sore ransakyng in 
my consdens, and my body beyng in hele, w^ outyn any man 
of sekenes, I have maad my testament : Fyrst, I besett [be- 
queath] to Seynt Nycholas Kyrke [Lynn] iij*. iiij^., if I be 
beryed ther. Also, I beqweth to William Edy, my brother, 
iij^. viij^., for bond goods wheche I sold of hys heritage. 
Also, I beqwethe to Maut Candeler, my suster, xxxij". iiij^., 
for XX'. that my fadyr besette her, and ij semys of malte, the 
wheche hath ben owynge her this xxxiiij yer & moor. Also, 
I beqwethe to Simond Candeler, my cosyn, xl*., to rewarden 
hym for the losse that he had of my place in Westacre, the 
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wheche is in my consciens for to make a mendys. Also, I 
beqwethe to Crystian^ my cosyn, my modyn goodowter, 
vij*. iiij^.> the wheche my modyr be sette hyr a fom hyr dede 
day. Also^ I beqwethe to Boberd Candeler^ iiij^. ig*. viij**., 
for many dyrs things the wheche I hare receyved of hym 
xxiiij yers goon, the wheche is in my consciens & the parcel 
ben why & wherfor her after for to reherce. As for the 
fyrsty I have sold of hys to John Owden of Castelacre y 
acre of lend, the wheche lyeth in the same feld of Castel- 
acre^ & is holdyne of the Erie of Arundell for xx^. be zer, 
the wheche cost the forseyd Boberd of me xUj*. Also^ I 
owe hym for vij bales flax, xj". viij^. And alto for x*. the 
wheche he lent me. Also^ I owe hym for a pece of dyapr of 
X yardes long of Table Cloth^ and for an hameysed cors w^ 
sylv, & for a peyr of bedys of corall, & for a femndele of 
Elys^ & for stokfysh, & for hors hyr, & for a stoon of Better, 
& for a peyr of london botellys, and other smal ger, for the 
wheche I owe the forseyd Boberd, that is to say, xlix". viij**. 
.... Also, I beqwethe to W^, Candeler, my cosyn, x*. that 
my fadyr besette hym xxxiiij yers goon. Also, I be qwethe 
to Bichard Whaplode, my cosyn, xl'. of my good, because I 
had robyn hym v acre of lond, the wheche lyeth in Walton 
feld, & there of I have maad a sale ;....& this is my fal 
wyll at thys day, that it be folfylled indede, w* owtyn ony 
man of condicion of geynseying of me or ony man in my 
name, fal & fast for to standyn & to be holdyn if I dye any 
daye w^ inne this iiij zer. And that prest nor frere rede nor 
syng after my xxx day, but as thei don for alle cristen sowles. 
Wretyn at Westacre, the day & time above seyd ; & to the 
record that this is my wyll and my dede, I sette hereto my 
seal. And I, Sir W^. Barnard, prest, recordeth the same. 
And Thomas Bradlee, & Thomas Barker, Gefl^ey Candler, 
GeflErey Langham, W"*. Barker, W". Langham, John Owden, 
Adam Zonge, Bobert Clement, & other moo. Also, I be- 
qwethe John Coky xx'., the wheche I faaye awt hym this 
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Eer and mor. Also, I have lying w4nne my chest in the ton 
of len byaipp xxiij^. xiij", iiij^. to pay my dettys w*al. Also, 
margaret, my wyf, hath in her awends 'al my mony y^ was 
reseyyed for the sale of hyr place in hyllington, savyng zl'., 
the wheche I, Bechard, receyved. And this is the cause that 
the foiseyd scriptor is maad, that margar, my wyf, is nowghte 
lovynge to me, ne to noon of my kynne, god knowyth the 
trewthe. 

[Proved 1441. 

Here we have the extraordinary fact of a man in perfect 
health, acknowledging, in the presence of several persons, 
a systematic swindling of his relations and friends for many 
years, every one present assenting to his retention of his 
ill-gotten gains until after his death. And we have a priest 
throwing the gloss of penitence over a proceeding of which 
immediate restitution of the plunder formed no part. No- 
thing of the kind is contemplated until the death of the 
offender, although he appears to have had ample means 
of making it. So far from contemplating it, if he should 
not die within four years even the postponed restitution 
would be void. 

Finally, by what we may call the " Postscript," we learn, 
(and it is one of the most curious testamentary revelations 
I have ever met with) that if Margaret, his wife, had been 
loving to him and his kin, there would have been no 
thought of "making amendys" — the priest would have 
assaulted his conscience in vain.] 

Robert Narwichy Esquire, then abiding toiih the Prior of 
Narmch. 6th Feb. 1448. 

[Dioc. Beg. Doke 5.] LtUin, 

Also, I give to the great image of the Holy Trinity in the 
Cathedral Church of Norwich, my lesser silver collar with the 
livery of the Emperor Also, to Juliana, anchorite of 
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Carhowe, 20* Also, to Friar Thomas, a recluse of the 

order of Carmelites, 20*^ Also, I give to Master John 

Molet* one pair of small tables of box, with a Spanish gold 
ring. Also, to Sir John Dannowe, an amber ring which holds 

many relics Also, to Sir Thomas Hengham a paper 

book of the Household of the Duke of York, with other 
contents; and one little quire of paper, with the Kings of 

England versified, f Also, I give to my companion, 

Robert Branton, my lesser sword, with buckler of calaber, 
and with a scabbard used when riding, ornamented with sil- 
ver ; and if he desires to have the other sheath, used to carry 
the said sword in the manner of a baselard, t he may have it 
for a reasonable price. Also, to Isabella, my sister, a cross 

with gold chain, and the relics therein Also, I give to 

Richard Foryngland one book of the Meditations of Bernard, 
Anselm, &c. Aiso, to Thomas Crofts, my new statutes. Also, 
to Nicholas Frenge, priest, one book called Hocclef. § 

Henry Noon. 1465. 

[Dioc. Reg. Caston 235.] 

" I wyll y* myn lends in Norff & Suff remayne to Elysa- 
beth my wyff & to myn Issewe under y* man and forme after 

* Prior of the Cathedral Monastery. 

t There is a copy in the Public Library at Cambridge to Edward H., be- 
ginning "Herkenet hiderward Lordingee." 

} See note, at p. 327, about baselard, 

§ I have a note of a small paper book in the Library of Corpus Christi 
College, Cambridge, of which the Colophon is, *' Explicit Liber iste qui 
Tocatur Occlyffe de regimine principum," &c. ; and the opening verse, 

** Musyng upon y" restles besinese, 
Which yat yis trubly world hath ay in hond, 
Yat oy thyng yan fruyt of Byttnesse 
Ne yeldeth nozt as I can onderstonde ; 
At Chestris Cytye, in right by y« stronde, 
As I lay in my bed right on a nyt 
Thort me be rest yf of sclepe ye force & myzt." 
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wretyiiy that is to sey, as for the maner of Martleshm and 
Nebbome w* y* ptineM, I wyll they remayne after my de- 
cesse to Elysabeth my wyff duryng her lyfe, as she hath a 
pleyn estaat in the same ; so after her decesse^ 1 wol y^ the 
seyde maners w^ all the ptineB]^ remeyne on to my sone 
herry, and to y* heyres of his body lawfully be gotyn. And 
in leke wyse the maners of Shelfangr and Multn^ and the 
Avowson of the chyrche of Waketon, wyth alle ther aper- 
tinef, I wille y^ they remayne after my decesse on to my 
seyde sone herry, whan he comyth to lawfulle age, and to 
the heyres of hys body lawfully begotyn; and duryng the 
nonnage of my said sonne, I will that the revenuse and 
profyts of the seyd maner of Shelfanger and Multn be takyn 
and receyved be my wyff Elysabeth and other of m3m exe- 
cutors, to the kepyng and cherisyng of my chyldem tyll they 
come to lawfull age ; and if ther any over pluse be, I will to 
be kepte to the maryage of my dowter and pformynge of 
my wylle. Also, I wille y* my maner of Swystelyng y* I 
bowte of William Deyville, my lends also y^ I have bowthe 
in Shelfiuiger or elleswher y* I may selle, be soldo be the 
seyde Elisabeth my wyffe. And to be kepyd to the mariages 
of my dowters and pformyng myn laste wiUe and testamente in 
tym to come, except my tenements of ovsherewodes & nether- 
sherewodes, w^ the ptinen^ in Shelfang', I woll they remayne 
to myn yssue in fetayll as aptynent of the man of Shelfanger 
because it lyeth well, therfor, notwythstandyng, I bowte bothe 
Swystelyng and y* seyde tenementf of Sherwodes of William 
Deyyyll, because he labored on to myn faders feffe^s to have 
swystelyng in fe symple, so y^ he schulde leve Sherwods on 
to me in stede therof, for the wiche was made on to the seyd 
WiUm a dear astate of Swystlyng in fe symple ther as he 
shuld have hadde but terme of lyfe be myn faders wylle, & 
because the seyd feffees of myn fader toke non suerte of hym 
but be hys trothe and pmys, y^ he shulde relesse Sherwods 
tenements in to myn possessyon, the wiche the seyde Willm 
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Deyyyll kadde for hys goode ^vise, be a relesse of myn fader 
into hys possessyonj and after that he stode in strength of 
bothen^ I was fayne to compmyse w^ hym^ and moor oy I will 
if it be so y^ myn seyd son herry dye w^ owte ysseu of hys 
body lawfully begottyn^ as godde defendit^ yt thanne y* re- 
maynder of the seyde maner of Shelfanger and Multon, w^ 
alle the aptenne]^ and the avowson of the Chyrche of Wakton 
shall remayne to othyr ysseu male of my body lawfully be- 
gotyn, ^yf there ony be, and to the heyres of them lawfully 
begotyn in state tayle, and in like wyse the man of Martlyshm 
& Newborn w^ alle the ptinen&." 

[On failure of divers remainders, he directs estates to be 
sold and the proceeds divided into four parts : one part he 
gives to the issue of his mother ; the second, to Edmund 
of Bockingham and to John his brother, and to the several 
issue of them ; the third, " on to my cosyn Bobt of Parks 
dowter, and to the next blode of Noon in Mershe londe 
be syde Tylney departyd by even porcyons;" and the 
fourth part, to the good of his soul, his ancestor Sir Ed- 
mund Noon and Dame Isabella his wife, his grandfather 
and grandmother, and also for the souls of his father. Sir 
Henry Noon, and for his mother, and for William Barry 
and Elizabeth his wife, father and mother to his wife 
Thomasine. 

This Henry Noon was constantly with Henry Y . in his 
French wars, and greatly esteemed by him. The Will 
affords some particulars of the family not to be found in 
Blomefield. 

The transaction with Dey vill is curious ; and it is not to 
the credit of the lawyers of that day that no good means 
of preventing the occurrence of such cases appear to have 
been suggested for a very long period.] 
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William Bruyn, Chaplain, S^. SUphen% Norwich. 1477. 

[Dioc. Beg. Caaton 106.] 

Itenij my brother Turnor and my syst Alis^ his wyf, owyn 
to me iiij**. vj". viij*., but I suppose y* it is v". and more, but 
this I trowe they wyll not denye y* they owyn iiij^. for iiij^. 
I peyed for them to lokke of london, her owyn wryting 
wytnesse y* same, and xl*. they owet me before; but my 
Eustf sche knowlechyd xx"., and I aske hem no more but 
iiij^., for I will not psume on my knowyng to fele^ of y® 

quych iiij^. I be my testam^ for yeve her y^of ij merke 

Item^ I yeve to y* Chirche of Seynt Stevyn my legende Auri 
[Golden Legend] to be scheued in some deske in y* qwer for 
them y^ will rede ym and leme .... Item, to y® Churche 
of Seynt Swythenys, in Norwyche, my brode dyrge boke. 
Item, to y* churche of Seynt Gregory I yef my boke of y® 
dowtB of y^ legends, both tempall and of saints,* to be schewed 
in the chauncell for them y* will leryn thereon y* is wretyn 
therein. 

Margaret Purdans, St. Giles*, Nartoich, Widow. 1481. 

[Dioc. Beg. Gaston 163.] 

Also, I gire to John Sylvester, 20**. and one Osculatory 
with " le pyte." Also, I give to Katherine Foster, recluse 
within the limits of the Friars Preachers, 5*. Also, to the 
servant of the said Katherine, 12^. And to the Convent of 
Nuns at Brosyerd, after the decease of the Lady Margaret 
Yaxley ,t I give a book called " Le doctrine of the herte. 
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• «Doubto" wen» then coming into fashion. William Place, Prieat, in 
1507, gaTO to tlM Monastery of St. Edmund's his book ** of the doubts of 
"SiAj Scripture, to lie and remain in the Cloister of the said Monastery as 
long as it wiU there endure." He had little notion that the monastery 
would perish before his " doubts."— Tymms' Bury Willi, 106. 

t The Lady Margaret Yaxley was a Nun of Broisyard, as we learn from 
the Will of John Smith, of Bury, Esq., 14ao.--Tymms' Burp Wilk, p. 66^ 
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AIso^ to the Nunnery of Thetford^ an English book 

of Saint Bridget Also^ to Alice (wife of Bichard 

Herward) one old feather-bed^ one tippet^ a cupboard standing 
in the hall of my great house, and an old cloth painted for 
an altar with the images of the blessed Mary, Saint Katherine, 
and Saint Margaret, and S". 4\ Also, to Margaret Hurry, 
sometime my seryant, 8^ 4<^. and Dorothy painted upon cloth. 

Also, to James Uobart a hanging candlestick 

Also, to John Steyke, clerk, a tabernacle with the Passion of 
Jesus Christ and the face of Veronica painted upon cloth. 
Also, to John Estau, clerk, Ic pyte, steyned, and a double 

cross with a crucifix Also^ I give to Christian Veyll 

a circular osculatory, with the resurrection and three images 

of women, namely, the three Maries Also, to 

Alice Barley a book called ** Hylton.'* • . . . . Also, I leave 

• Hylton I take to be the *' Scala Perfeccionui," by Walter Hylton, which 
was afterwards printed by Wynkyn de Worde in 1494. Its author was a 
Carthusian monk, said by Bale and Pits to be of Syon Monastery, but Tan- 
ner says Shone ; the latter being Carthusian, and Syon, Celestine. Bale and 
Fits say he flourished about 1433 ; but Tanner, from MS. Note*, that he died 
in 1395. The Colophon of an English yersion in the Public Library at Cam- 
bridge confirms Tanner's date : it runs — ** Explicit libellus Magistri Walteri 
Hilton canonici de Thurgatone, qui obiit anno Domini millesimo CCC. 
nonagesimo quinto, decimo Kalendas Apxilis, circa solis occasum. Nunc 
finem feci, poenitet me si male scripsi." Dibdin ( TypojfrpphietU AtiiiquUiM) 
gives several chapters of the book at length ; the subject matter may be 
gathered from the headings of some of them : — 

'* Cap. 44. How every man may be saved by the Passion of Christ, 
be he never so wretched." 
'* Cap. 47. What profit it is to have the desire of Jesu." 
*' Cap. 81. That the hole of imagination need be stopped as well as 
the windows of the wits." 
They show, Dibdin observes, among other things, how wildly and dan- 
gerously some of the most consoling doctrines of the Christian Religion were 
expounded by enthusiastic writers in former days. Pinson introdnoet hit 
English Translation of the same book in 1494 thus ; *' Hereafter foUoweth 
a devoute boke, compyled by Master Walter Hylton, to a devoute man in 
temporall estate how he ahulde rule him." 
This Margaret Pttrdaunce» therein called Spurdaunce, is mentioned in the 
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to William Purdans^ my son, a piece of silver with 

an eagle^ called " my pece w* the Egle." Also^ I 

desire that all my written obligations and money arising 
from the sale of all my lands, tenements, goods, and chattels, 
may be placed in a certain chest with three locks, which chest 
is not to be opened, nor the money remaining in it divided, 
without the consent of all my executors. 

Robert Marlet/y Esquire. 1482. 

[Dioc. Keg. Caston 223.] 

And yf it so happe y* my seyde wyjff be putt in trobyU for 
y® man of Morle, so y^ sche may notte kepe and enioy y® 
seyde Mail of Morle a cordyng to thys my wylle, then I 
wylle y* be y* awyse of Richarde Southwelle, Esquier, and 
John Wylliamson, my Curat, y* my forseyd meS [in Hingham] 
befom assynyd to my seyd Wyjff for terme of lyffe, be solde, 
and y* monj ther of comyng be putt in such use y* my seyd 
Wyff have her honeste lyffyng, and therout onestly to be 
kepte for terme of her lySe. 

John Dyghton, Citizen and Vintner, Norwich. 1483. 

[Dioc. Keg. Caston 237.] 

I bequeth to y* fryers prestyd at y* Fryers Iklynors, j pype 
of Rede Wyne to synge ther Messes w*. Also, J bequeth to 

y« same place a steyned clothe w* y® ix worthyes Also, 

I bequeth to the Anker of y« Whyght Fryers in Norwych, 
j peyer bedys of mestylden gauded w^ Calsedonys, & zij*'. 
in mony. 

Will of John Barett, of Bury, 1461 , a great benefactor to the church of St. 
Mary there. He bequeathed her a '* double ring departed of gold, with a 
ruby and a turkeya, with a Scripture written within, for a remembrance of 
old love Tirtuoualy set at all times to the pleasure of Qod." — Bury WilU, 
p. 86. 

[vol. IV.] Z 
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Margaret Est, St. Martin in the Baily, Widow. 1484. 

[Dioe. Beg. Caaton 203.] 

I wull y* my Lett of pdon on the grey frers aft my berying 
be had home unto y^ same place unto y® whiche I am sustyr, 
and vj*. w* y* same lettf and a masse y' to be don for me if 

it may be born I ordeyn and make mjm attorney 

and executf my right trusty and well belovyd Cosyn Thorns 
Thurkeld^ shoemaker in Berstrete. And y® same Thorns at 
my desyre hath pmysed me to go for me Steyn pylgremage, 
y* is to sey, in my lyf to y« holy seynt Wandrede;* and aft 
my dissease he xall go unto seynt Thorns of Canterbery^ and 
ther to prey for me to relesse me of my vowe which I made 
y^yr myself. And from thens the same Thorns xall go for 
me on pylgrymage unto y* Abbey of Chelksey ther as Kyng 
herry lyth, yf my goodys wyll stretch so ferr for his costs. 
And so be hys pylgrymages y^ I may be relessyd of myn 
avowes. 

Jerome Crowe, Rector of Seaming. 1607. 

[Dioc. Beg. Spiltimbre.] 

Also, I desire that these my books, viz.. Decretals, Casus 
Barth^,t Destructf yicior,j: Sermones paci, Biblia, Linwood, 
Maniple curatorum, Sermones discipuli, § a little paper book 

* Another Will in the sRme Begister explains the whereabouts of this 
taint. Alice Ck>ok, of Horstead, at fol. 71, directs: "I will have a man to 
go a Pilgrimage to St. Wandrede of Bixley." The reason of the fame of 
this image is now entirely lost. 

t Bartholomeus de Casibos Conscientis. 

X Destructorium Yieiomm. 

§ Sermones discipuli. Of this book I haye the following note. " This is 
copied in a maner worde for word out of the Booke called Sermones dis- 
cipuli de te'pore, ft de sa'ctb, promptuario exemplorum in the 168. Sermo' 
of the souls." 

<*<.... the paynes which they suffer there are so extreme, that our doeton 
write for a trueth, That there was a soule which had lyen thirtie yeaies in 
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called ** Elenchorum," written with my own proper hand^ 
may remain for ever in the church of Scarning. 

Adam Hanys, Langham Episcopi. 1511. 

[Reg. Gary, Archdn. N. 16.] 

I bequeth to the hey Auter [of St. Andrew, Langham], 
xijd. To the Chapell of o' Lady ther, called Tofts, || rj^. 
To the repacon of the Chapell of y« Trinitie upon Wyveton 
Brygg, iiijo. 

Purgatory, and at last ther came an angel, who did bid the soule choose, 
whether it would tary yet one short winter's day in Purgatory, or that it 
would retume into the worlde againe, and there doe a maryeilous hard pen- 
ance, to wit for one long hundred yeares space, shoulde goe barefbote and 
tread still upon sharp yron nayles, eate nothing else but browne bread, and 
drink bitter Qall mingled w* vinegar, and weare a cloth of Camel's haire 
next the skinne, and a stone under the head in place of a pillowe. This 
soule did choose much rather to do al that same hard penance in earth than 
to tary one day longer in Purgatory.' " 

" From Th€ BeMve of the Bomith Church, Imprinted at London by 

lliomas Dawson, dwelling at the Three Cranes in the Yinetree. 

1598." 

I Jeffrey Pampe, of the same place, glTes, in 1612, << to o^ blessed Lady 
of Tofts, Tiij**." John Robyns, of the same place, in 1519, *< my body to be 
buryed wHn the sanctuary of o*" blyssed lady of Tofts. Item, I bequeth to 
the same Chapell, iij*. iiij<*." And Robert Towting, of the same place, in 
1521, bequeaths to the "repa'cion of the Chapell of o^ lady of Tofts, xij<>.'* 
Blomefield has no note of this chapel. 
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Extracts from the Proceedings of the Committee. 

4:th April y 1850. The Rev. Richard Hart called atten- 
tion to a discovery of considerable interest which had just 
been made daring the repairs of a large barn belonging to 
George Morse^ Esq.^ of Catton Park. This barn lies to the 
South-east of Catton church on the other side of the road^ 
from which it is separated hj a narrow strip of land occupied 
by farming premises. In the walls of this bam were found 
a very large number of fragments of pillars and capitals^ 
shafts^ mouldings, &c., in Caen stone^ chiefly of the Transi- 
tional period from Norman to Early English. One flne 
fragment, of which a sketch has been made, was exactly 
similar to a capital of one of the pillars now standing in the 
Close, near the Cathedral, alleged by Professor Willis to 
be the remains of the infirmary — the same elegant leaf and 
beaded pattern. Among the mouldings were some with the 
dog-tooth ornament ; but the shafts and mouldings generally 
had considerable remains of Norman work about them. 

These fragments were not arranged in any regular order, 
but appeared to have been used merely as building materials, 
being thoroughly imbedded in a rubble wall. Mr. Hart was 
inclined to infer that they were in close approximation to 
their original locality, chiefly from their abundance, and the 
identity of their style. 
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It was Mr. Morse's intention to preserve these fragments, 
as Mr. Hart requested him ; but iUness prevented his giving 
much attention to the matter^ and they have nearly all been 
removed from the only locality where they could have had 
any real value. 

Mr. Harrod continued the reading of his Extracts from 
the Norwich Corporation - Records, chiefly from the Sessions 
Books. The following description of a vagrant priest is firom 
that of the 12th Henry VIII. :— 

Memorand. that the thursday holy rode eve in the zij^ 
yere of the reign of king herry the viij***, Kobert Aleyn, 
yeman of my lord Cardinalls chamber, Lewes Thomas, of 
Norwich, Gent., S'^ John Doraunt, prest, and Edmund Bo- 
hjmson, of Norwich ; and before John Marsham, Alderman, 
depvtie to John Clerk, Maier of the Citie of Norwich, and 
John Terry, Alderman, and said and witnessed the words 
ensuying : that wher they were together at one Mr. Legges, 
in Norwich, the daye & yere aforesaid, one S' Willm Grene 
was then in company w^ them ; And emongst other coiacons 
ther had, the same S' Will"* asked of the same Rob* if my 
lord Cardinalls grace seid not messe before o' sovaign lord 
the Kyng of Inglond and the Kyng of Fraunce at Guynes, 
at his last being .ther, &c. ; And the same Kob* answered and 
said, nay not at Guynes ; And the same S'^ Will"* then sayed, 
I was not ther, but I herde sey, for I was then in — [sic] 
with one Richard de la Poole,* which had on a gabirdon of 
scarlet, and also he hath a long berde down to the brest, and 
he axed of me many questions, and also wher the Kings 
Grace of Inglond was, and he gave me a nobill for a reward. 
And then the said Lewes Thomas said to the same S' William, 
thou art a spye of the s^ Richard de la Poole; and the same 

* Thifl was the brother of that unfortunate Earl of Suffolk whom Henry 
cauBed to be beheaded in the Tower just before he left for his French cam- 
paign. He was in the service of Louis, and was commonly known as the 
•* White Rose." 
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Rob^ saide^ ^st thou art a traytour^ we xall brynge the before 
the Kyngs Counsell, &c. Wherupon the same S' Willm, 
before the said deputie the daye & yer above wreten examed, 
denyed that he was with the same Bic. de la Poole^ or that 
the same Bic. gave him any peny, but that he hath herde 
of the same Bic. de la Poole. 

The same S' William saieth that he was borne in Boston^ 
in the countie of Lincolne^ and aboute xviij yeres nowe paste, 
or there about, he dwellyd with Stephn at Grene, his father, 
at Wantlet, in the said countie of lincolne, and lemed gramer 
by the space of ij yeers; after that, by v or vj yeres used 
labour with his said father, sometyme in husbondry and other 
wiles with the longe sawe ; and after that duelling in Boston 
w^ one Genet a Grene, his aunte, used labour, and other 
wiles goyng to scole by the space of ij yeers, and in that 
time receyved benet and accolet in the freres austens in Bos- 
ton of one firere Graunt, than beyng suffiragan of the Dioces 
of Lincoln; after that, dwelling within Boston wth one M^ 
Willmson, ffichaunt, half a yere and after that, dueUinge 
in Cambridge by the space of half a yere, used labour by 
the day in berynge of ale & pekynge of saffron, & some- 
tyme going to the Colleges, & gate his mete & drynke of 
almes; and aft that, the same S' Will°^, with ij monks of 
Whitby Abbey and one Edward Prentis, went to Bome, to 
thentent for to have ben made ^st, to which order he coude 
not be amitted ; and after abiding in lashington in the countie 
of Essex, used labour for his levyng w^ one Thorn Grene, his 
Broder ; and after that, the same S' Will, cam to Cambridge, 
& ther teried iiij or y wekes, and gate his leving of almes ; 
and aftier, dwelling in Boston ayen, laboured with dyy" psones 
by yij or yiij wekes ; and after that, dwelling in London in 
holbom with one Bickerby, a fustean dyer, about iij weks ; 
and after that, the same William resorted to Cambridge, & 
ther met ayen w^ the said Edward Prentise ; and at instance 
and labour of one M^ Cony, of Cambridge, the same Will. 
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Green and Edward Prentise opteyned a licence for one yere, 
of M'^ CappeSj than being deputie to the Chauncellor of the 
said univsitie^ under his seal of office, wherby the same Will. 
& Edward gatherd toguether in Cambridgeshire releafif to- 
ward ther exibicon to Scole by the space of viij weks ; and 
after that, the said Edward depted from the company of the 
same Will™. And shortly aft that, one Bob^ Drap, Scoler, 
borne at Feltham in the Countie of Lincoln, accompanyed 
w* the same Will™, and they forged & made a newe licence, 
& putte therin ther bothe names, and the same Sealed w^ the 
scale of the other licence giited to the same Will. & Edward 
as is aforeseid; by which forged licence the same Will. & 
B.ob^ gatherd in Cambridge Shire & other Shires. And at 
Coventre, the same Will. & Rob^ caused one KnoUes, a 
tynker dwellyng in Coventre, to make for them a case of 
tynne mete for a scale of a title which the same Rob^ Drap 
holdde of makby Abbey. And after that, the same Willm & 
Brob* cam to Cambridge, & ther met w* one S' John Man- 
thorp, the which hadde ben lately before at Rome & ther 
was made prest. And the same Robert Draper copied out 
the buUe of orders of the said John Manthorp ; and at the 
desire of the same Willm Greene, by the said copie forged & 
made a bull of orders of deken, subdeken & pstehode for the 
same Willm ; and the same Willm tok waxe & leyed & pst 
it to the prynte of the scale of the title that the said Rob^ 
had at Makby aforeseid, & led the same forged seal in the 
casse of tynne aforesaid, & with labells festned y^ same to his 
said forged bull. And sithen the same Willm hath gathered 
in dyvs Shires, as Northampton, Cambridge, Suffolk, & Nor- 
folk, alway shewyng & feyneng hymself that he hadde ben 
at Rome and ther was made preste, by colour wherof he hath 
receyyed almes of dvs and many psones. 

2nd May. The Rev. James Bulwer stated that a large 
ancient mound existed at Burgh next Aylsham, near the Old 
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Hall^ belonging to J. H. Hollej, Esq.^ and that recently the 
ditch surrounding it had been partially cleared and a number 
of antiquities of the Medieeval period found. Two of ten 
large jugs of the fashion of that period, an iron axe-head, and 
an iron arrow-head having large flat wings, there discovered, 
were exhibited. Mr. Bulwer had not heard of any remains 
of earlier date having been met with : he inclined to believe 
the earthwork itself was of very early date. 

The Rev. John Gunn reported the discovery of some 
mural paintings in Fritton Church, — St. Christopher, St. 
George, and other paintings of a somewhat remarkable 
character. 

The Rev. W. T. Sfurdens exhibited some small roundels 
of brass, about four inches in diameter, found five or six 
feet beneath the surface of the earth at East Buston, with 
seven others. One side of the roundel was perfectly smooth, 
the other covered with dints, as if from some weapon having 
beexl thrust or cast at it. 

Mr. Fitch exhibited a splendid massive gold signet ring 
of the fifteenth century, in a most perfect state, which he 
has recently added to his collection. The device is a buck's 
head caboshed, very finely and deeply cut. 

The Rev. James Lee Warner laid before the Meeting 
a drawing of one of the six female figures which occupy the 
North side of the screen at Houghton near Walsingham. 
Beginning at the North, they are as follows : 

1. Sea Anna, holding a book teaching a child. 

2. Sea Maria Salome, with her two children, viz., 

St. James, with qu. a wallet, and 

St. John, with the chalice. 
8. Sea Maria : she wears a crown surrounded by a nimbus, 

and carries the Infant Saviour. 
4. Sea Maria Cleophe, with her four children, viz., 

St. James, with Fuller's bat. 

St. Joses, with a palm. 
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St. Judas^ with a boat. 
St. Simon^ with a fish. 

5. Sea Eljsabeth, leading St. John Baptist, with his emblems. 

6. Sea Emona, presenting an open book to a young female. 
The title of this last, written in Church Text, is indis- 
putable; but it is not so clear who is represented. It has 
been suggested that it is intended for a person mentioned in 
the Apocryphal Gospels ; but a fuller account of Sea Emona 
is still a desideratum. 

The other saints are on the South side :— 

1. Scs Gregorius, with dore at his ear. 

2. Scs Jeronimus Cardinalis, in cardinal's cap, and lion at 

foot. 

3. Scs Ambrosias Episcopus, in mitre and chasuble. 

4. Scs Augustinus Episcopus, in mitre and tippet. 

5. Scs Silvester, with a leper at his feet from whom a scroll 

issues, written, ^' Silvestere Sancte me tua salva 
prece." 

6. Scs Clemens. 

Mr. S. W. Bix, of Beccles, communicated the discovery 
of ancient earthworks at Darrow or Deerhaugh Wood in 
Denton. They appeared to him to be of early date, and to 
consist of a large circular hill enclosed by a ditch, and having 
a large enclosure with bank and ditch on one side of it. 
This wood is on the outskirts of the parish next Alburgh. 

5th July, 1850. Mb. Barton, of Threxton, sent an extract 
from a note found among the papers of the late Dr. Newdegate, 
of Ipswich, relative to an ancient monument in Holt Church. 
^^ In repairing the chancel at Holt was found a hollow place 
in the South wall, between Mr. Hobart's monument and the 
window towards the East (which is in the vestry), which con- 
tains an arch and two persons, a man and a woman, in a very 
antique dress and praying posture with hands lifted up, much 
broken and shattered; the stone tender. They have been 
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painted. No inscription or arms The place is covered 

over to preserve these antiquities from being lost." 

Mr. Harrod^ in a Paper on Fainted Glass read hj him at 
this Meeting, gave an account of the remains of the original 
paintings in the East window of St. Andrew's Church. The 
window is of the Late Perpendicular period, of five lights, 
of which the two outside ones alone retain any considerable 
portion of their original glass. The light to the left had 
Abraham's Sacrifice (which Blomefield describes as " the man 
stoned for gathering sticks on the Lord's Day ! "), and three 
periods of the story were given : at the bottom, Abraham, 
Isaac, and servants, were represented preparing for the jour- 
ney ; above, Abraham dismisses the attendants, he and his son 
proceeding on their journey alone; still higher, Abraham's 
uplifted hand is stayed by the angel, and the ram appears to 
replace Isaac on the altar. The light on the other side has 
the raising of the brazen serpent. The lower portion is much 
damaged, and little can be made out except portions of a 
writhing figure here and there : above, Moses stands promi- 
nently forward pointing to the elevated figure of the serpent. 
Mr. Harrod stated that he had described the painting of 
Abraham's Sacrifice as it originally appeared, but great part of 
the lower portion of the subject is gone, and he had recently 
discovered it among many fragments of various dates in the 
East window of St. Stephen's Church, where portions of a 
painting of the Crucifixion were also to be seen, which he be- 
lieved also came from the St. Andrew's window. In the cen- 
tral light at St. Andrew's there is now a small and curious 
picture, evidently from some other window, one probably of 
a series, — a Dance of Death. Death seizes a Bishop, fully 
robed, by the right arm, who averts his head as he falls upon 
the left arm of Death, which is extended to receive him. 

l^th December, 1850. Mr. Harrod called attention to 
the very valuable information contained in the BoUs of Early 
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Subsidies in the office at Carlton Ride, which had been brought 
to his notice by Mr. Hunter, who informed him that up to 
the present time they had been wholly untouched by any one 
engaged in the investigation of Norfolk Antiquities. ' Mr. 
Harrod laid the following specimen before the Meeting, — a 
Return of a Fourth Payment of a Subsidy of Edward YI.^ 
from Lynn. 

Fourth Payment of the Subsidy granted 2 8f S Edward VL, 

made 6th Edward VL 



Kng's Lynne & S®. Lynne. 

Thomas Wayters, maiore, ibm, in bon 

Thoma Guy bon, armig, 

Rob^ Some, mcer . 

W". Levering, mcer 

Ralph Downes, „ 

Rob^ Palmer, baker 

John Hull, draper 

John Swayne, mcer 

Rob^ Pke, fishmonger 

Will"* Judye, mcer 

Rob*. Jervysse, mcer 

John Gurtysse „ 

Henry Baker, gent. 

Symon Rutland, yoman 

Tho". Day, i3chaunte 

John Dynsdaille „ 

Geoffrey Stell, brewer 

Frauncisco Welbye, racer 

Ka?na Pmytter, vid 

Andrea Myl8, brewer 

Rob*. Mowthe, iSchaunt 

John Dewke, maryS 

John Pellys, iSchaunt 



iiij" ". 




i9 


99 


xx". 


XX». 


hay^ 


iij^ XV. 


xxij". 


xxij«. 


xxxv'*. 


xxxv*. 


xv"*. 


XV'. 


x". 


x». 


xv". 


xV. 


xx". 


XX*. 


■sy\ 


XV*. 


XX". 


XX*. 


x«. 


X*. 


xx". 


XX*. 


xv". 


XV*. 


xv". 


XV*. 


x". 


X*. 


x". 


X*. 


x". 


X*. 


xxv". 


XXV*. 


xxv". 
x«. 


XXV*. 
X*. 
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Mgt. Myller, vid 
John Makunkder^ mcht . 
Rich. Baxster, marySI 
Simon Myller^ mcht 
John Richardson, inkeper 
Peter Johnson, shomaker 
John Segrave, vid . 
Edw**. Some, mcer 
John Reyff, mcer 
John Kempe, turner 
Tho«. Tailler, iScer 
Christ'. Gawnte, mcer 
Lodovic Jackson, drap 
John Towill, baker 
Tho». Collys, nicer 
Agnes Dockett, vid 
Geo. Amyas, mcer . 
Henry Dewplacke, draper 
Rob^ Howltone, mcer. 
John Baker, a) Nowton 
Tho'. Backhouse, nicer 
John Wattes, mcer 
Will". Symson, yoman 
Agnes Hall, vid 
Rich. Johnson, mcer 
Tho'. May, butcher 
John Kyng, curyer 
Rob*. Page, roper . 
Francis Bastard, gent. 
Milachius Cogelay, gent. 
Tho". Browne, gent. 
Geo. Reyfflay, iScer 
Will™. Willyamson, mcer 
Rich^. Spence, mcer 
Tho". Sprynghold, ferm 



xv". 


XT'. 


xx". 


XX*. 


xv". 


XT'. 


XT". 


XT'. 


xx". 


XX'. 


x". 


X'. 


x". 


X'. 


x". 


x». 


xij". 


"j-- 


••It 
XXlj'*. 


••« 

XXIJ'. 


XT". 


xy«. 


x". 


x«. 


x". 


x». 


x". 


x». 


x". 


x«. 


x". 


X'. 


XT". 


XV*. 


xxx". 


XXX". 


x". 


X". 


XT". 


XV". 


XT". 


XV". 


x". 


X". 


xl". 


xl". 


x". 


X". 


XT". 


XV". 


x". 


X". 


x". 


X". 


x". 


X". 


xx". 


XX". 


x". 


X". 


x". 


X". 


xxt". 


XXV'. 


x". 


X". 


x". 


X". 


XT". 


XV". 



S50 



John Oynghooke^ mcer . 
Barnard Rerenson^ Ducheman 
John Ducheman 
Vincent Johnson, Ducheman 
David Cabrethe, Sckott 
Hy. Lyndall, Flemyng . 
W™. Garroke, Ducheman 
Tho". Myllys, Sckot 
Jacob Tolman. Duchman 
Andrea Sckytt 
Peter Gosnay 
John Wallyne 
Baulande Thorman 
Cornelius Anodryan 
Henry Comelys 
John Lucas, Frencheman 
Peter Johnson, Ducheman 
Rob^ „ Sckott . 
Mich^ Growte, Frenchman 
Ja*. Davyson „ 

Ja'. Leyynz, Ducheman 
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Mayor . 
Esquire . 
Merchants 
Mercers . 
Drapers . 
Fishmonger 
Bakers . 
Gentlemen 



. 1 
. 1 
. 6 
. 22 
. 3 
. 1 
. 2 
. 6 



Brewers 


. 2 


Yeomen 


. 2 


Innkeeper 


. 1 


Shoemaker 


. 1 


Butcher 


. 1 


Mariners 


. 2 


Boper . 


. 1 


Currier . 


. 1 



x". 


X* 


ij". 


ij'. 


nj • 


iij'. 


ij". 




xv«. 


XT'. 


xl». 


«•• 


xx». 


J'- 


ij''. 


ij". 


xx». 


J'- 


XX'. 


J'. 


XX'. 


3'- 


i^. 


ij*- 


ij"- 


ij'. 


ij«. 


ij-- 


xl'. 


ij". 


xl'. 


ij*. 


ij". 


ij'- 


XX'. 


j*. 


ij>i. 


ij'. 


ij". 


ij'. 


ij". 


ij-. 


Farmer . 


. 1 


Widows . 


. 5 


Dutchmen 


. IS 


Frenchmen 


. 3 


Fleming . 


. 1 


Scots 


. 2 


Undescrihed . 


. 1 



Mr. Harrod read some extracts from a transcript of a 
Norfolk Chronicle in the Additional MSS. at the British 
Museum^ proving that it was a Chronicle of liangley Priory. 

Mr. W. M. Fellows communicated a discovery of gold 
and silver coins washed up on the beach at Scratby^ near 
Yarmouth. The coins exhibited were: — 1. A gold coin. 
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called a Rider^ of James I., haying him on horseback in 
armour^ plumed ; the horse bearing the arms of Scotland on 
the housings, and a plume on his head. '^ jacobvs 6, d. g. 
B. scoTORVM." " 1594" under the horse. Reverse: the arms 
of Scotland, crowned. " spero heliora." 2. Gold coin of 
Henry III. of France. Obv, : the arms of France, crowned. 

"HBNRICVS III. D. G. FRAN. BT. P. REX." MeV.: " CRISTV8 

REN. viNCiT IMP. 1587." 8. Silver crown-piece of John 
George I., Elector of Saxe. Obv.: half-length of the Sector 
in armour, bare-headed, his left hand on a helmet, a drawn 
sword in his right resting on his right shoulder. " 4* iohan : 
GEORG : D. G. SA : RO : IMP : ARCHiM : ELE. 1613." JRev. : a 
head in profile, "b. avgvst. f. b. d. s. i : c : b. m : " and 
an outer border of eighteen shields of arms. 

The Rev. J. Gunn stated tl^t gold and silver coins had 
been frequently found along that part of the coast ; and Mr. 
Fellows subsequently said that gold coins have been found 
as far North as Palling, and as far South as Fakefield. 

Mr. Harrod brought to the notice of the Committee a 
very remarkable aperture existing at the back of the sedilia 
in the South wall of the chancel at Hargham, near Attleburgh. 
As he seated himself in the sedilia, a small arched opening 
was in close approximation to his left ear : this opening went 
to the outside of the wall, but not directly, so as to serve for 
a squint ; but with a curve so that it could only be used for 
the purpose of speaking or hearing through. Externally it 
has been bricked up. 

The Hon. and Very Rev. the Dean op Norwich stated 
that fragments of two small statues in stone — one, a bishop ; 
the other, a female, with hair falling over the dress in long 
braids — had been recently found in pulling down a wall by 
Heydon's Chapel, and were placed in the vestry of the 
Cathedral. They were of very good execution, but so much 
mutilated as to preclude identity. 
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10^ July^ 1851. The Rev. John Gunn reported the 
discovery of a Roman kiln at Caister^ near Tatmouth^ and 
exhibited two mutilated urns found in it. 

Mr, Dawson Turner exhibited drawings by Mr. Winter 
of painted glass in Martham Churchy and also of some at 
Mulbarton Church belonging to the Martham windows, and 
which had been removed to Mulbarton by a former incum- 
bent on his removal from Martham to Mulbarton. 

'Mj^ Turner also exhibited drawings by Mr. Winter of 
remains of a house of the Elizabethan period, found in pull- 
ing down some buildings at the back of a house in Regent 
Street, Great Yarmouth, belonging to Mr. Cory. 

A pair of curiously-carved bellows were exhibited by Mrs. 
Thurston, with an inscription, — 

« Do your part as weU as I, 
And you*l haye fire by and by." 

Mr. Ewing exhibited some fragments of a Roman mor- 
tarium and other Roman pottery, found at Eaton Nursery. 

Mr. Fitch exhibited a small heart-shaped silver locket, 
containing a silver-gilt profile of Charles I., found in Mar- 
tham churchyard. 

James Gay, Esq., of Thurning Hall, exhibited a fine glass 
bead, recently found in the gravel at Wood Dalling. No 
other remains discovered. 

The silver-gilt cup and cover of Castleacre Church were 
exhibited by the Rev. J. H. Bloom : inscribed, " The gift of 
Elenor Gybbon, 1598." Annual letter '' Q." [159S, in Mr. 
O. Morgan's list.] 

%ih November y 1851. Mr. Harrod stated that in clearing 
the chancel of St. Peter's Mancrofb Church, to lower the 
floor and substitute benches for the cumbrous pews which 
before disfigured the church, it was discovered that the floor 
of the stalls of the choir was laid over a vault excavated to 
a depth of four or five feet ; and that the outer wall of this 
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vault supported the screen dividing the choir from the nave 
and side aisles. What appeared the most remarkable cir* 
cumstance in the discovery was this, that in this outer wall 
a range of earthen jars, placed on their sides, were inserted^ 
with their mouths to the vault: there were about a dozen 
of them, three feet from each other. Mr. Harrod suggested 
that they were so placed to promote the dryness of the wall 
and vault A plan was exhibited, and one of the jars was 
placed in the Norwich Museum. 

Since this discovery similar ones have been made at T'oun* 
tain's Abbey and other parts of the country, and many con- 
jectures ventured on the cause of the peculiar position of the 
earthen jars, but none which appear founded on any stable 
ground. 

The choir of St. Peter per Mountergate was similarly pro- 
vided; and the Roman urns discovered in Ber Street, of 
which an account will be found in the Norwich Museum 
Catalogue annexed to this volume, were placed in a wall 
in a similar manner. 

Mr. Harrod reported that Sir Thomas Beevor and himself 
had lately visited Mr. Wythe, of Middleton, and in the 
course of two days had laid bare a great portion of the site 
of the church of the nunnery at Blackburgh, a plan of 
which he laid before the Committee. The site has been 
long ploughed over. Two fragments of an effigy of a fe- 
male, apparently of the fifteenth century, in the choir, and 
a number of stone coffins in the North transept, were almost 
the only objects found, except fragments of the pillars and 
mouldings of the building. 

Mr. Harrod also placed on the table a plan of the Con- 
ventual Buildings at Yarmouth, as disclosed on the clearing 
of the site for the erection of schools, and drew attention to 
the great similarity in arrangement between these buildings 
and those at Sutton-Courtenay, described in the fifth volume 
of the Journal of the Institute. 

A A 
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Mr. Plowright, of Swaffham, sent for inspection a nut- 
meg-grater, of white wood, in the form of a shoe. This 
form is not uncommon, but the ornamentation appeared so 
good as to deserve an illustration (see plate, fig. 6.) It has 
" E. E. 1666," rudely cut on the bottom, near the toe. 

4:ih December^ 1851. Mr. Harrod read a letter in the 
Faston series, addressed by Elizabeth, Duchess of Norfolk, 
to Sir Wm. Knevett, Sir John Faston, Sir Robert Clere, 
' the King's Attorney, Philip Calthorpe,. Richard and Robert 
Southwell, on the 4th September, 1491, in which the Sir 
Henry Grey, of Ketteringham, about whose Will such un- 
successful inquiry has been made (see Vol. III., p. 282) is 
mentioned, with some particulars relative to himself and his 
family. It is written on behalf of her " right servant Thomas 
Martyn;" and is to the effect that, understanding Sir Harry 
Grey, the very owner and possessioner of the Man' of Ket- 
ryngham, was then in great age and of right sickly dispo- 
sition, and that after his decease the right and title thereof 
should of right belong to Thomas Martyn, his nephew and 
heir of blood, and heir by reason of entails ; she addresses 
these parties because it runneth in report that Sir Harry is in 
purpose to disinherit him, and the said Thomas is of kin and 
alliance to divers of them, and to many other gentlemen 
within the shire, and also the said Sir Harry and Thomas, 
his nephew, were ^^ of her lord's near blood." It does not 
appear that her or their exertions had much effect, as Sir 
Henry left the manor to the Heveninghams. 

Mr. Fitch exhibited rubbings of the brasses of Sir Peter 
Reade, in St. Peter's Mancroft Church, Norwich. They 
consisted of the figure of a. man in armour, with a square 
brass beneath his feet inscribed to Sir Peter Reade, who is 
there stated to have died in 1568. The armour in which 
the figure is attired is supposed to be that of about 1470. 
These brasses becoming loose, the backs of them were ex* 
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amined^ and found to be portions of a much larger and finer 
brass^ of Flemish work of about 1520. The head and the 
cushion on which it rested^ part of the dress^ and the hands 
of a male figure^ probably a Flemish merchant^ executed with 
great skilly were readily made out. Sir Peter Reade's brass 
is engraved in Cotman's Brasses. 

8th January, 1852. Mr. Fitch exhibited a very fine 
specimen of a bronze sword^ of the Celtic period^ found near 
East Dereham, but was able to give no particulars of the 
mode or place of its discovery. 

5th FAruartf. Bobbbt Bisino, Esq., of Horsey, for- 
warded a sketch of a small Boman urn, found, in trenching 
some ground for planting at the back of his residence, in 
1848. Not a hundred yards from the spot, a Second brass 
coin of Vespasian was also found. ^. An eagle and globe. 
Dimensions of urn : height, 5^ inches ; diameter of base and 
mouth, 2} inches ; diameter of neck, 2 inches ; greatest dia- 
meter, 3^ inches. (See plate, page 354, fig. 3.) 

Mr. Bising further communicated that he was in possession 
of two querns : one found about four feet underground, in 
a very perfect state, three years ago ; the other, some years 
before. 

W. J. BoLDiNG, Esq., of Wey bourne, communicated the 
discovery of an immense quantity of fragments of Celtic and 
Boman Pottery, in trenching the site of " Salthouse Broad," 
on the North-east coast between Cley and Weyboume, a 
few feet beneath the surface. A deputation of the Com- 
mittee, at Mr. Bolding's invitation, subsequently visited the 
spot, which is separated from the sea by the sand-bank 
known as the ** Marram Hills," when a hill adjoining, called 
" Greenborough Hill," was excavated, and also found to have 
numerous fragments of Boman pottery, a few Boman bricks, 
and considerable traces of fire. 

2a2 
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4th March. The Rev. C. R. Manning reported the re- 
sult of an examination he had made of the large collection 
of pits on the heath at Weeting^ near Brandon ^ commonly 
known as " Grimmers," or " Grimes Graves." This exami- 
nation appeared fully to confirm the opinion that they were 
the remains of a British village. 

Mr. Harrod called attention to the great confusion which 
existed in the generally-received version of William Wor- 
cester's description of the Norwich Cloisters in his Itinerary , 
arising^ as he believed^ from the incorrectness of the tran- 
scripts. That by Nasmith, in 1778^ reads : From the door to 
the infirmary to those arches in which the marriages hang 
(in quibus maritagia dependent) was made by John of Ely^ 
Bishop of Norwich^ and his friends ; and further on : From 
the marriages (A maritagits) with the door of the refectory 
and the lavatories by Geofiry Simonds, Rector of the Marsh. 

Blomefield had previously adopted the same reading, and 
had supposed a boss over the refectory door to represent a 
marriage, and that to be the place where '' marriages" were 
solemnized. 

This, however, left it very doubtful where John of Ely's 
work ended and Simonds' began; and further, in spite of 
Blomefield's learned dissertation on marriages, ^' ad ostium 
ecclesiae," this was not a very likely spot for them to have 
been celebrated. On inspecting the boss referred to, it was 
found to represent Adam and Eve, with the tree of know- 
ledge between them. 

He suggested, therefore, that the reading of the MS. 
should be tjianiPgia (towels.) The arch *^ where the towels 
hung " was the one left of that containing the refectory door^ 
the lavatories being to the right. 

Mr. Harrod subsequently read a letter from Mr. CoUett, 
the librarian of Caius College, who had kindly inspected the 
original MS. in the Corpus Christi Library, at his request^ 
informing him of the correctness of his proposed emendation. 
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1st April. The Rev. Edwabd Postle exhibited a col- 
lection of early deeds relating to an estate at Colney, of 
which the most curious were two having twisted rushes 
pressed into the wax of the seals round the impressions: 
both bore date early in the fifteenth century. 

Mb. Fitch exhibited a deed, dated 1586, relating to an 
estate at Tharston, having a similar addition to the seal. 

Mr. Fitch reported that nearly 300 silver British coins had 
recently been found in an urn at Weston. Mr. Goddard 
Johnson, Mr. Fitch, and the Rev. E. Alston exhibited a 
few of the coins and a fragment of the rude Celtic urn which 
had contained them, and Mr. Goddard Johnson subsequently 
made the following communication respecting them : — 

** In March last, some men, making a ditch through a field 
belonging to H. Custance, Esq., came upon an urn contain- 
ing about three hundred coins of the Iceni. .They broke the 
urn, and made the fragments up with the soil in forming 
the bank. 

''About a hundred and fifty of these coins have passed 
through my hands, from which I have allowed twenty to 
be selected for the British Museum. 

'^ Among the coins were two consular denarii : one of the 
Antonia and the other of the Cassia family. 

"This discovery is of the greatest interest; for not only 
does it confirm the appropriation of British coins of the types 
found to the Iceni, which had been made by numismatists, 
but it adds to this class of coins some new types. 

'^ The most common type is a rude representation of a horse 
on one side ; on the other, two crescents placed back to back. 
On some, in about the proportion of one in twenty, is a rude 
profile of a human head, and, in a few instances, the figure 
of a wild boar. Beneath the horse, in numerous instances, 
are the letters ece., or hcen., believed to be a contraction of 
"iCKNi" ; on others, in the like position^ cba., t., atd., ated., 
or antd. Where the first letter is a the hind leg of the 
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horse forms one of the limbs of the letter. Two new types 
may be specially mentioned : one with, Obv,, two small cres- 
cents back to back with branches or leaves. 1^. A horse with 
head to the left^ all the other coins having the horse's head to 
the right. The other coin is so much worn on one side as 
to make it impossible to describe : the ^. is a horse with head 
to the right ; above it^ the letters cav., can.^ or cam ; beneath 
it^ DURO. Blomefield states^ on the authority of Gale^ (Vol. 
v., p. 210) that coins have been found at Taseburgh with 
ic. DURo. T. The same reference is given in the Numismatic 
Journal as authority for their having been found at Caister. 
It is still a matter of doubt what the meaning of these in- 
scriptions may be. 

''The niunber of the Iceni coins thus found was the largest 
on record; and the Society is indebted to the Numismatic 
Society for the loan of a plate illustrative of these valuable 
relics. 

''About forty coins of the same character were found at 
March, Cambridgeshire^ six of which were engraved in the 
Numismatic Chronicle^ Vol. I., p. 87. 

"Long before the discovery of the Weston coins, I had 
three of that class, one of which was found at Middleton, 
near Lynn, having a horse on the concave side, and the boar 
on the other. Another, of the same type, was found at Wal- 
singham. The third, which is of copper, appears to have 
been plated with silver, some of which yet remains. This 
shows how very early forgeries were practised. 

" I supplied the gold coin of the Iceni, found at Oxnead, 
figured by Mr. Hawkins in his Silver Coins of England, 
Plate I., No. 2, and offered another to him for the British 
Museum, which he declined. It is somewhat remarkable that 
the only two gold coins of the Iceni known, should have 
passed through my hands. (See plate, p. 354, figs. 1 and 8.) 

" The plate lent us by the Numismatic Society contains, 
in addition to the coins found at Weston, the figure of one 
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of the coins attributed to the Iceni in the possession of Mr. 
Huxtable (fig. 12). It appears to read sitmy^ which is 
thought by Mr. Beale Foste to denote SUomagns, one of the 
towns of ihe Iceni. The coin marked 11 in the plate is also 
from Mr. Huxtable's collection^ and was engraved from its 
evident affinity to the Weston coins. 

" GoDDARD Johnson." 

Mr. W. M. Fellows communicated that the workmen em* 
ployed in laying the pipes for the Yarmouth Water Company 
through the parish of Ormesby, had, at the depth of three 
feet from the surface, come upon an old brick drain, six to 
eight inches square; and beneath it, about eighteen inches 
deeper, a lead pipe running in the same direction, about an 
inch-and-quarter bore. They ran in a South-easterly direc- 
tion from the old Manor-house, at the distance of 500 yards 
from it. Mr. Harrod referred to a similar discovery at 
Kenninghall some years since, when many feet of lead pipe 
were taken out of the ground about midway between the 
palace at Kenninghall and the curious conduit-head at Boy^ 
land HaU, about two miles distant. 

%lth April. Mr. Branford, of Homingtof);, communi- 
cated that, in clearing the Great Wood at that place, a 
number of curious earth-works had been discovered; and 
Mr. Harrod stated that Mr. Carthew and himself had paid 
a visit to the spot, and that the earth-works consisted of a 
bank and ditch enclosing a small circular space, with one of 
somewhat greatei: size of a horse-shoe form adjoining it. 
Foundations of some regular building of rubble-work, and 
a well in a very perfect state, were within these earth-works. 
The whole contents of the earth-works and enclosures were 
about an acre. 

Tradition says, ''there was once a great castle here^ and 
something is buried in that well." 
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6th May. Mr. Goddard Johnson exhibited a deed be- 
longing to the Trustees of the Great Hospital, dated 1622, 
and executed by Sir Henry Appleton, of Bemflete, Essex. 
The seal was an impression of a gold signet ring found at 
Sprowston, and now in the collection of Mr. Fitch. The 
arms on the ring did not appear, however, to be those of 
Appleton, but were said to be those of Arnold. They are 
two dolphins hauriant combatant, on a chief three escallops 
of the first. Blomefield noticed them in the windows of 
Cromer Church ; and they also appear on a roll of Norfolk 
Arms in the Heralds' College, but with no name affixed to 
them. (Fig. 4 in plate at page 354.) 

Mr. W. M. Fellows sent a drawing of a seal ring, found 
at Ormesby, with a merchant's mark upon it, confiisting of a 
cross with the letters C. W. affixed to the limbs of it. 

2nd September. The Rev. George Munford forwarded, 
for the inspection of the Committee, a very minute and 
valuable Dissertation on the Norfolk Churches mentioned in 
Domesdaj/. 

Mr. Fitch reported the discovery of some Boman urns in 
digging the foundations of a warehouse adjoining Messrs. 
Chamberlin's establishment, in the Market-place, Norwich, 
at a depth of full thirteen feet from the surface. Two of 
the urns were exhibited; and Mr. Goddard Johnson stated 
that a brass coin of Diocletian had been found at the same 
time. 

4^ November, The Bev. John Gunn informed the Com- 
mittee that Mr. Bising, of Horsey, had handed to him a 
brass, formerly on the tomb of Erasmus Faston in Fasten 
Church ; and that another had been found in the possession 
of a blacksmith at North Walshara ; both of which he had 
caused to be restored to their original positions on the tomb. 
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3rd March, 1863. T. W. King, Esq., York Herald, 
communicated a valuable paper on the Cinque Port juris- 
diction, from manuscripts in the Heralds' College. 

7ih April. Mr. Fitch exhibited a gold ring of the six- 
teenth century, recently found, bearing the arms of Kervyle 
of Wiggenhall, with a mullet. 

The Bey. John Gunn laid before the meeting a small 
perforated stone, apparently a hammer-head, or for slinging, 
lately found at Lyng Easthoe. 

2nd June. The Rev. C. B. Manning exhibited a small 
British arrow-head, of white silex, found by himself outside 
a tumulus at Weeting, Norfolk; where at the same time 
another large tumulus was opened, but nothing discovered 
in it. 

4th AufftMt. Mr. Harrod stated that on a recent inspec- 
tion of the font at Aylsham, figured and described in Vol. 
II., p. 83, he had discovered that the shield described by Mr. 
Yates as containing the monogram '' I. H. S.," had originally 
contained the arms of Erpingham, an inescutcheon with an 
orle of martlets. The martlets had been defined and the 
monogram cut upon the scutcheon. The manor was given to 
Sir Thomas Erpingham by Henry Y. in 1414. In 1460 it 
was settled to fulfil the Will of Henry YI. 

The Bbv. James Lee Warner read extracts from a poem 
printed by Wynkyn de Worde, of which a copy exists in the 
Pepysian Library. It contained a minute account of the 
position of the wells at Walsingham. 

1^^ September. The Bey. Jakes Lee Warner reported 
that excavations had been made at the West end of the 
Priory Church at Walsingham, by which the West entrance 
and the bases of some of the pillars of the nave had been 
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disclosed ; and Mr. Harkod exhibited sketches of some of 
these. 

6th October. The Rev. C. K Manning exhibited a 
bronze lance-head^ found at Thorpe next Haddiscoe. It is 
constructed with a loop on each side^ and is of similar type 
to one in the Norwich Museum. 

8th December. Hudson Gurney, Esq., communicated 
the following copy of a document he had received from Sir 
Henry Ellis, relative to labourers* wages, as fixed by the 
Justices of the Peace in Norfolk in the 9th Henry VI. 
(1430.1.) 

Ordinacio facta per Justiciaries Pacis in Com. Norff. 
super stipendiis Artificiarum, servien. et labor' Anno 
nono Kegis Henrici Sexti. 

It is ordeyned that a plowman, a shepherd, a carter, a 
maltester, the best shall take 13". 4^. in the yere, and mete 
and drynk and clothyng, and the secondary, 10*. and mete 
and drynk. 

A woman servant of husbondrye, the best shall take 10*. 
and mete and drynk and clothyng. 

A laborer, a dycher, a waller, an hegger, a dawber, shall 
take in the wynters day IJ*^., and in the somers daye S"^.; 
and a secondary laborer, a waller, an hegger, a dawber, shall 
take in the Wynterday I''., and in the someresday IJ^. and 
mete and drynk. 

A Baylly of Husbondrye shall take in the yere 20*. and 
mete and drynk and clothyng. 

A Thatster shall take in the Wyntersday IJ^., and on the 
somersday 2^. and mete and drynk. 

Masons, leyers, reders, tylers, sail take on the Wyntres 
dayes 2^., and on the somersday 2^^ and mete and drynk. 

A Carpenter and Sawer shall take on the Wyntersday 2*., 
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and on the Somersday 3^, A secundary Carpenter^ a sawer^ 
shall take on the Wyntersdaye 2^.^ and on the Someresday 
2^^. and mete and drynk. 

The thressyng of a qf t' Whete, Rye, Mestelyon, peson, 
and benes and the syeng of the same 4^. withoute Mete. 

The thressyng and the syeng of a qrt' Barly and Ote 2^. 
wyth oute Mete. — From the Cotionian MS,, Domit A. xv. 

2Srd February, 1854. The Rev. C. R. Manning ex- 
hibited a portion of a wooden frame, found in situ, in un- 
blocking a double-splayed circular window in the chancel of 
Framingham Earl Church. It is pierced with eyelet holes in 
different directions, evidently for the purpose of affixing some 
kind of lacing as a substitute for glass. Fragments of similar 
frames were found in the other double-splayed windows, but 
very much decayed. He thought that the material thus em- 
ployed might, have been canvass, which is mentioned by the 
late Mr. Hudson Turner {Domestic Architecture, p. xxx.) 
as having been used in Westminster Abbey in 1270. Mr. 
Harrod suggested the use of cords, and Mr. Albert Way has 
since given his opinion that " the holes were for cords to be 
passed through to keep the birds out, the rain being suffi- 
ciently excluded by the double splay. Contrivances of this 
kind appear to have been termed fenestralls, /enestralia. 
Herman, in his Vuigaria, says, that ' glasen wyndow is to let 
in the lyght and kepe out the winde. Paper or lyn clothe 
straked acrosse with losyngys, mak fenestrals in stede of 
glasen wyndowes.' Possibly the 'losyngys' in this case imply 
a net-work of cords stretched across to preserve the paper 
or linen from damage." The discovery of this curious frame 
may therefore raise the question, whether double-splayed 
windows are always necessarily Saxon, or whether they were 
not in some cases adopted in Norman architecture, as a means 
of excluding rain where glass was not provided. 

Mr. Barton sent for inspection a bronze fibula of the 
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Anglo-Saxon period, recently found at Threxton. It is en- 
grayed at page 354, fig. 5. 

Mr. Henrt Daveney forwarded an extract from family 
papers relating to a funeral in 1693, containing some curious 
items : — 

A noate of what moneyes I [Charles Daveney of Colton] layd 
out about xny Grandmother BandolphB fieuneraU. She was 
buryed Jan. 2^, 1693. 

Att Norwich. 

Jan. 1. p<*. to M^*. Greene for Sugar Bowles 10 . . . 00 13 04 
Itm. p^. to M^. Hawkener for eight quarts of Sack att 01*. 09^, 

p' quart 00 13 04 

It. payd her for 4 quarts of white wine at 01*. 04<i. p' quart • 00 05 04 
Itm. p^, M'. Southgate for a herse to cary her to Fulham . • 01 10 00 

Itm. expended for 3 horse meales 00 02 06 

Itm. pd. M'. Hawkener for five glass bottles . . . . 00 01 03 
Itm. Jan. 6^. pd. Nath. Knights for his mare Journey to 

Fulham ; ... 00 01 00 

Itm. pd. M'. Mayes for gloves & winding things, as appears by 

hisrec't 03 10 00 

Payd the Clarke of the p'ish for making of the grave in the 

ChonceU, and he is to lay downe the bricks there agen for 

y* same 00 06 00 

Itm. p<*. M'. Booty, y« minister y^ buryd her, what he ti^ was 

his fee 00 01 00 

Itm. p**. att the Crowne in Pulham for the bearers & other rela- 

cions & friends 00 06 00 

Itm. to the Surrogate and Register 00 12 04 

Juli/y 1854. The Bey. S. W. King gaye an account of 
an examination of the site of a deposit of Early British tuns 
at Hempnall. Mr. King's Paper will appear in a future 
volume. The Committee desire to record that information 
was given at the Society's ofEce of this discovery, and ar- 
rangements made for carrying out a proper examination of 
the ground by neighbouring farmers, a class of men who have, 
unfortunately, until very recently, taken but little interest in 
in our pursuits, although so many of our ancient remains 
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were in their charge ; this^ and other recent instances, how- 
eyer, serve to show that we may begin to calculate upon their 
co-operation in our investigations. 

The BrEV. C. B. Maucsisq offered the following notes on 
the description of the Northwold Sepulchre : — 

Correction to page 133. The costume of the soldiers at 
the foot of the Easter Sepulchre at Northwold, is of the 
time of Bichard II. The date is therefore circa 1380, and 
not 1480, as stated in the text. 

" B. G." at page 130, is the well-known Bichard Gough, 
Director of the Society of Antiquaries, and author of the 
*^ Sepulchral Monuments of Great Britain." 

S6th October. Mb. Goddard Johnson stated, that on the 
10th instant, as some men were making a drain in Ber Street, 
Norwich, near Mariner's Lane, they discovered five gold 
coins of Edward III., called Byals, or Double Nobles ; their 
circulating value being at the time of issuing, 13^. 4(/. ; their 
weight, 119 J grains, or five pennyweights. 

Their Obverse represents the king in a ship, having a 
drawn sword held upright in his right hand; a shield with 
the arms of England and France in his left; lions and fleurs- 
de-lis alternately on the gunwale of the vessel. 

Their Iteverse bears a cross fleury highly ornamented, 
having a lion with a crown over it in each quarter, and the 
letter " E " in the centre. 

The legend on the Obverse is — 

•i» EDWARD DEI GRA. REX ANGL. DNS. HTB. Z. AQT. 

" Edward [by the] Orace of Ood King of England, Lord of Ireland 
and Aquitaine." 

JReV.: •!• IHC AVTEM. TRANSIENS. PER MEDIV. ILLOREM. IBAT. 

'* Bat JesuB passing through the midst of them went his way." 

St. Luke iy. 30 ; or John yiii. 59. 

On another of these coins, the field of which is the same 
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as the former ; .viz., the king in a ship, &c. &c,, the legend 
is — 

•{« EDWARD DEI GRA. REX. ANGL. Z. FRANC. D. HYB. 

Here, it is to be obserred, the king assumed the title of 
King of France, and omitted that of Aquitaine. The change 
of the titles occurred in A. d. 1336. 

The legend on the reverse is the same as on that of the 
first-mentioned coin. 

In the Treaty of Peace with King John, Edward re- 
nounced all claim to the title of King of France; and ac- 
cordingly it was omitted upon his coins until 1369, when he 
resumed his claim. 

These were the only two yarieties in the five coins found. 



COKBIOEMDA. 

Page 16, note. For boars' heads, retid bears' heads. 
Page 54, note. Omit the word " maternal." 

Page 321, line 12. Omit the words, ** where his brass still remains." 
Page 329, line 9. Insert, after *' Ingham," ** where a portion of his brass 
still remains." 



The Committee have determined, in consequence of the 
numerous omissions they have been obliged to make in the 
Appendix, that, for the future, a portion of Extracts from 
their Proceedings shall be giyen in each Fart. 
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